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April events
This April, two calendar events at either end of the month dominate: 
Easter and Anzac Day. It’s fair to say that attitudes to both have 
changed over the years, as our society has changed. Third Thoughts 
spoke with two U3A Castlemaine members about what these 
celebrations mean to them.
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The arc of Jim Foley’s life has 
taken him from the hustle and 
bustle of a metropolitan 
newspaper and corporate 
communications to answering a 
calling to lead Uniting Church 
congregations. So, he’s well-
qualified to talk about Easter.
RAN and RAAF veteran Rodney 
Marchant served in Navy during 
the Indonesian Confrontation 

theatre and the Vietnam theatre, 
so has a first-hand appreciation of 
Anzac Day from a service person’s 
perspective.
Third Thoughts: So, Jim, that’s 
quite a leap from comms to the 
ministry. How did that come about?
JF: Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
was speaking at a Uniting Church 
gathering and the organisers

Continued page 5

U3A Castlemaine’s Social Dog Walking group on a walk at the base of Mt Leangonook on a beautiful autumn 
morning, enjoyed by all — especially the dogs. All the dogs know when it is Tuesday morning and get very excited and 
in a hurry to leave home to meet their furry friends — the other dogs, that is. The next walk is along the river at 
Kyneton, which is a lovely walk for all. Currently there are two vacancies in the group, but those interested should 
note that retractable leads are not permitted.

Deadline
Deadline for the next edition of 
Third Thoughts is

26 April 2021
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https://wronghands1.com/2017/07/07/at-the-oxymoron-museum/

Opera buffs rejoice!
U3A Castlemaine opera buffs have been instrumental in bringing opera back to the Theatre Royal in 
Castlemaine.
Put this date into your diary.
Wednesday 21 April at 10.00am.
Theatre Royal, Hargraves St, 
Castlemaine.
Captured live over the European 
summer from the extraordinary 
setting of the Circus Maximus — 
Rome’s ancient chariot racing 
arena, hosting an opera 
performance for the first time — 
this highly cinematic new Opera 
di Roma production of Rigoletto 
from award-winning director 
Damiano Michieletto sets Verdi’s classic tragedy of passion, betrayal and revenge in an imaginary criminal 
world. 
Based on a play by Victor Hugo, Verdi’s fervent, unforgettable work forms part of  the “popular trilogy”, 
alongside Il Trovatore and La Traviata. Centring on the dramatic figure of the hunchbacked court jester 
Rigoletto (acclaimed baritone Roberto Frontali, in a signature role), the work is — to paraphrase Opera di 
Roma’s musical director Daniele Gatti — a profound study of man, with the question of deformity 
inextricably linked to guilt. Tenor Iván Ayón Rivas sings the role of the licentious Duke, and fast-rising 
soprano Rosa Feola plays Rigoletto’s daughter, Gilda.
For a glimpse of what’s in store, go to youtube.com/watch?v=5T_cKmMJ_lA
To secure your ticket, go to https://bit.ly/39ejZFP — from $24.50 for Loyal Royal members. ■

Seen online...
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Contract Bridge in Castlemaine
by Graham Forbes
For some years now there has been a U3A bridge group playing competitive Tuesday afternoon contract 
bridge. There has regularly been up to 22 people playing for the several years up to 2019. When COVID 
arrived in late March 2020, this play was suspended.

Some in the group then started to play online bridge 
using the Bridge Base Online program. By September 
we had decided to form the Maine Bridge Club, 
with President Louise Griffin and Secretary Graham 
Forbes. We offered a weekly Wednesday afternoon 
online bridge session, which has now been 
happening regularly for 6 months.
With the ability to resume face-to-face bridge events, 
U3A Castlemaine and Maine Bridge Club then 
together decided to re-start Tuesday afternoon bridge 
— using the hall at the Church of Christ as a 
location, and with COVID precautions such as the 
wearing of masks.

Tuesday bridge resumed on 2 February and over the 
last 7 weeks has had about 16 to 20 attendees. These 
are either U3A Castlemaine members or Maine Bridge 
Club members and many are members of both.
The Maine Bridge Club online Wednesday afternoon 
events continue and usually have 20 or more 
players. Many of these are from Castlemaine or 
Maldon, though some are Bendigo Bridge Club 
members who choose to also play in these events.
In total we thus have between 30 and 40 people 
regularly playing bridge through the auspices of 
U3A Castlemaine and Maine Bridge Club.

Also, up to 2019, we had a Monday morning Rubber 
Bridge group with 4 to 6 players meeting at the U3A 
Manse. This group continued online for some 
months in 2020, but is currently suspended.
We are always welcoming of new players to join us.

It is advantageous if 

new players have some 

regular bridge playing 

experience, but we can also 

accommodate beginners

A written bridge course on both bidding and the play 
of the cards can be emailed, or a printed copy 
provided for a small charge. Individual tutoring of 
beginner players for a period is also available.
If there is sufficient interest from prospective new 
players, a several week training course could be run 
on Wednesday mornings or Thursday mornings. 
Contact Graham Forbes on 0406 346 466 to enquire 
about joining the Tuesday bridge group or about 
learning bridge as a beginner. ■

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bridge_table.png
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April Events
continued from page 1
realised they needed some media 
skills to manage the inevitable 
media interest. I was in the right 
place at the right time, with the 
right skills. And, as it happened, 
Tutu was one of my faith heroes, 
so it was a perfect match.
It was hearing “The Arch” speak 
that coalesced my faith and 
started me on the road to the 
ministry.
TT: You’re now retired, Jim, but you 
are a fully-fledged member of the 
Uniting Church ministry?
JF: That’s right. Recently I've been 
able to help out at Castlemaine 
Uniting Church while Rev. Sarah 
was on maternity leave, and still 
lead services when required.

TT: Jim, we have these two big 
events this month, Easter and Anzac 
Day. What does Easter mean to you?
JF: Oh, Easter, to me, is a literal 
explosion of joy, laughter and 
hope. It’s the triumph of light 
over darkness and good over evil. 
It’s a promise that, although 
death is a time of sorrow and 
grief, it can be a threshold to a 
place called heaven where 
hospitality, caring and enjoyment 
flow like a river. As The Arch put 
it when diagnosed with cancer 

some years ago, “I hope they have 
rum and Coke in heaven.”
TT: Is there any special observance 
for you beyond the traditional Easter 
church services?
JF: Yes, there is! Early on Easter 
Sunday, a group of us gather 
before dawn around a glowing 
campfire. We listen to the Bible’s 
accounts of Jesus’ women 
followers going to his tomb three 
days after the crucifixion to tend 
to his body, and their amazement 
to find the huge stone at the 
entrance to the tomb rolled away, 
the tomb empty and the 
graveclothes neatly folded.
As dawn lights the sky, we listen 
to the story of Mary asking 
someone she takes to be a 
gardener where Jesus’ body has 
been taken, and hearing her name 
spoken, she knows that it is Jesus.
The risen Jesus appeared to his 
followers time after time, 
including cooking a breakfast of 
fish, to prove he had defeated 
death.
Around our small campfire, we 
cook fish at dawn to celebrate 
that light and love can defeat 
darkness and hate.
TT: Rodney, how did you come to 
join the Navy?
RM: I grew up in the La Trobe 
Valley district, got a job in 
Melbourne at 17, didn't like the 
job, so convinced Mum to sign 
the papers for me to enlist in 
the Navy.
TT: I see from the frame on the wall 
that you served on a couple of River-
class frigates, HMAS Derwent and 
HMAS Parramatta.
RM: That’s right. And HMAS 
Brisbane. I was on the 
commisioning crew for Brisbane 
in Boston and, interestingly, she 

was commissioned the day that 
Harold Holt died! I joined 
Parramatta in Sydney in 1964 
after a major refit of the ship. We 
headed off to an interception role 
off Borneo in the middle of the 
Indonesian Confrontation.
TT: Any memorable incidents?
RM: Yes, one quite tense one. 
Sukarno had declared a 12 mile 
limit on Indonesian waters when 
the international standard at the 
time was 3 miles. We were sent in 
to test that 12 mile limit, but 
careful not to breach the 3 mile 
limit, and found ourselves 
confronted by an Indonesian 
destroyer. There was a very tense 
stand-off for most of the day. The 
ships were at point-blank range 
for their guns and any firing 
would have resulted in big loss of 
life. We withdrew under cover of 
darkness and thanked our lucky 
stars!

TT: And Vietnam? I see you have a 
medal there for Vietnam.
RM: Yes, it was very early days 
for the Australian involvement in 
Vietnam. Most Australians didn't 
know there were Australian 
advisers in Vietnam at the time. 
We were one of the escorts for 
HMAS Sydney, which was used as 
a transport. 
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Coffee mornings
Coffee mornings will restart — COVID-permitting 
— in May. So just a little longer to wait!
The format will be fairly familiar, with a guest 
speaker, followed by morning tea.
The main change, for the moment, is that 
morning tea will consist of tea/coffee and biscuits 
and strict limits on the numbers in the kitchen.
On the plus side, we get to reconnect with familiar 
faces in familiar surroundings.

April Events
Continued from previous page
On that first trip, they carried 
everything required — literally 
everything — to set up the 
Australian base at Vung Tau. It 
was a very quiet theatre of the 
war at that time.
TT: And ultimately you transferred 
to the Air Force?
RM: Well, bullying was rife in the 
Navy at the time and some of the 
rates of pay were pretty ordinary, 
so anyone who was any good at 
their job looked to get out. The Air 
Force was keen to get our skills — 

though we had to do their 
training first — so I spent 6 years  
with them.
TT: So, what does Anzac Day mean 
to you?
RM: For me, Anzac Day is not 
about remembering the dead so 
much as it’s about remembering 
your mates, getting together with 
your mates. Whereas, Armistice 
Day [11 November] means more to 
me in a way. I remember traffic 
cops in Melbourne in the early 
60s putting their hands up to stop 
traffic at 11am on the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month, and 

the whole city stopped to 
remember the fallen, in all wars. 
I’ve marched on Anzac Day and I 
attend the cenotaph, but 
Armistice Day has more 
significance for me.
It’s an interesting thing that 
many people don’t know, when 
those of us who’ve been in the 
military put our hands across our 
chests when The Last Post is 
played, it’s not to cover our 
hearts. We’re covering our 
medals, because the medals we 
have are nothing compared to the 
sacrifice that some made. ■

Wine Appreciation: March
Our March meeting showcased 
wines from the Otago region in 
New Zealand. Trish Pilley and 
Michael Redden collected eight 
wines during a visit to the area in 
2019, but COVID restrictions 
delayed their presentation until 
this year.
The Otago region is in the South 
Island. It is cold, mountainous & 
very beautiful. Speaking about 
their wines, many growers 
stressed the difficult conditions 
and harsh climate.
The wines presented were two 
Pinot Gris, one Pinot Noir Rose, a 

Blanc de Noir, three Pinot Noirs 
from different vineyards and a late 
harvest Reisling.
The general consensus was that 
the wines were distinctive and of 
good quality. The most popular of 
the night was a Pinot Noir from 
Black Peak Winery in Wanaka.
Unfortunately the usual shared 
plates of cheeses, fruits and nuts 
were not permitted, but it is 
hoped they will be allowed at the 
April meeting. As always, 
members enjoyed sharing their 
diverse opinions of the wines 
offered and the company of other 
enthusiasts. ■

ATTENTION, CRYPTIC 
CROSSWORD SOLVERS!
Due to COVID 19 social-distancing, the Toy 
Library is too small for our group, so the venue 
has been changed to the Fellowship Room at the 
Uniting Church. 
Note that due to a regular booking in this space, 
the crossword solving classes will now begin at 
11.00am rather than at 10.30am.
Christobel Comerford
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Profile: Tom Comerford
Recently, Third Thoughts sat down for a chat with U3A Castlemaine Life Member, Tom Comerford, who 
has been a fixture on the U3A Castlemaine scene for most of the last twenty years. Attending his first 
U3A meeting in 2000, Tom discovered — too late! — that it was the Annual General Meeting and departed 
as the new Course Coordinator!
Tom’s early life was spent in Yarraville (on the right 
side of the railway tracks, according to Tom — Ed.) and 
Moorabbin before attending Melbourne Universirty, 
where he snared the indomitable Christobel as his life 
partner.
Despite a long fascination with history, Tom took a 
degree in Commerce and then added an Education 
major. Later, he gained a post-graduate degree in 
Higher Education and PhD studies that were 
completed too quickly for the academic 
establishment completed his formal education.
Tom’s professional life began as a secondary school 
teacher in rural Victoria teaching commerce initially, 
and later, history, but he was soon back in the big 
smoke as a teacher and then Principal, and ultimately 
landed at Methodist Ladies College in Hawthorn and 
then Girton Grammar School. Teaching eventually 
morphed into tertiary lecturing and tutoring in his 
beloved history before he was headhunted to join the 
Victorian government’s Gifted Children’s Taskforce.
A period of private consulting allowed him to ease 
gently into full retirement.
In ‘retirement’, Tom helped to organize the Gifted 
Children’s Program for Castlemaine and District and 
for the Romsey/Mt Macedon schools.
Tom describes himself as an innovator and explained 
that after three or four years in a job, he felt he’d 
done what he could and looked to move on.
Purchasing a block of land at Elphinstone led to Tom 
and Christobel spending weekends creating their 
rural idyll, planting hundreds of trees, though they 
eventually moved to Castlemaine.
Such an abrupt introduction to U3A (re-read the 
opening paragraph! — Ed.) would have phased many, 
but Tom was made of sterner stuff. Course 
coordination in those days was ‘simpler’, being a 
manual process. Tom describes a system of pages and 
various tabs that enabled him to manage which 
tutors could run which classes at which venues.
Enrolment day was also simpler: a sheet of paper for 
each class that members simply signed to enrol. The 
numbers were also somewhat less with about 120 

members (compared with the 500+ in a normal year 
now — Ed.)
Not surprisingly, Tom was soon Vice-President and 
then President. It was around this time that the 
organisation enbarked on incorporation and adopting 
a more streamlined administrative structure.
More recently, Tom conducted a series of very 
popular classes around his passions — Rennaissance 
and Reformation history. 
Coming to U3A from a largely academic 
background, Tom was initially confounded by class 
members arriving at his classes without pens and 
notebooks to take copious notes, but realised that the 
learning was balanced with entertainment and 
socialisation for many members.
He was happy in 2019 to pass the U3A history 
baton onto his former student, David Boucher.
Tom is currently chairperson of the Committee of 
Management of Buda, enjoys reading, gardening, 
sodoku, solving crossword puzzles and being a 
grandfather, but happily admits he is utterly 
confounded by Christobel's cryptic crosswords. ■
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U3A Photography: Scavenger Hunt
by Jill Williams
Nestled in between some technical classes looking at particular aspects of photography, like 
composition principles and simple editing techniques, class members this month embarked on a 
photographic scavenger hunt.
Scavenger Hunt author Pam Connell scoured the hamlet of Guildford to create a list of 22 clues. The class 
split into two teams — Yellow and Red — and the hunt for photographic answers to those clues was on.
The teams seperately reviewed their images, choosing 
their best for each clue. Below is a selection of the 
images chosen.

The two sets of images will be assessed and scored
independently, with the winning team to be announced in mid-April. ■

A wooden spoon family

A streetscape

A boat

A big tree

A picket fence

A bench seat
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Committee of Management 
President Trevor Lloyd 0419 303 709 u3acm.pres@gmail.com
Vice President Terry Murphy 0425 712 362 murphy.terry@bigpond.com
Secretary Janet Cropley 0419 539 142 u3acm.secretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Ann Roman 5472 5262 u3acm.treas@gmail.com
Class Coordinator Keith Neaves 0477 428 435 u3acm.courses@gmail.com
Venues Coordinator Phil Hopley 0425 768 559 u3acmvenues17@gmail.com
Gen. Committee Member Russell Annear 0407 346 334 russ_annear@bigpond.com
Other contacts
MyU3A Coordinator Jo Thompson 0457 388 344 joanne29t@gmail.com
Member Services Coord. Janet Cropley 0419 539 142 janetc@ozemail.com.au
Newsletter Editor Terry Murphy 0425 712 362 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
Events Coordinator Joe Scoglio 5472 2396 u3acm.events@gmail.com
Office Coordinator Liz Sharplin 0403 398 764 u3acm.office@gmail.com
Assistant Treasurer Lou Citroen 0411 715 139 u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com
Membership Officer Tami McVicar 0400 606 856 u3acm.members@gmail.com
Website Submissions Des Buckmaster 0433 311 965 u3acm.wrt@gmail.com
IT Support David Sime 0418 242 977 u3acm.it@gmail.com
Celebrations/Tributes Liz Sharplin 0403 398 764 elizabethsharplin@outlook.com
Cake/Roster/Raffle Deb Wiglesworth 5474 2325 dwigles.dw@gmail.com
MyU3A Support/Help Anet McDonald 5470 6497 myu3ahelp@gmail.com
Working Groups
Class Coordination Working Group u3acm.courses@gmail.com
Finance Working Group u3acm.treas@gmail.com
Events Working Group u3acm.events@gmail.com
ICTWG (Information & Communication Technologies) u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com

U3A Castlemaine website www.u3acastlemaine.com
General email u3acastlemaine@gmail.com

Next Newsletter Deadline: Monday 26 April

Castlemaine woman casts first Australian vote
History records that Mrs Fanny 
Finch cast the first vote by a 
woman, in what was to become 
Australia, at Castlemaine in 1856.
Mrs Finch was a well-known and 
respected businesswoman in the 
district when she and another, 
unknown, woman cast their votes 
in the Municpal election.
Despite being a foundling of 
African heritage in London, by the 
early 1850s she had arrived in our 
district, along with her four 

children, and subsequently 
conducted a boarding house in the 
township of Forest Creek and a 
restaurant in Castlemaine.
She died in 1863, aged 48 and was 
buried in an unmarked grave at 
Castlemaine Cenetary.
Ultimately those two votes were 
disallowed by the assessors on the 
day, but the candidate Mrs Finch 
had voted for was successful. Read 
the full, fascinating story at
https://bit.ly/3m8OP7I ■

Fanny Finch’s 1856 voting card. 
Castlemaine Art Museum


