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Scientific Name:

Mackaya bella
Common Names:
Forest bell bush, river bell (Eng); bosklokkiesbos (Afr); mufhanza (Tshivenda)

A semi-hardy, evergreen shrub that flourishes in semi-shade under big trees. 
It naturally grows in Krantzkloof NR, often along the edges of streams. Its specific 
name bella means "beautiful", a tribute to its large bell-shaped flowers that have 
prominent burgundy veins. White and light lavender-coloured varieties are available. 
The flowers last well in a vase.

The caterpillars of the beautiful Blue Pansy Butterfly 
(Junonia oenone) feed on this shrub. Flowers attract bees, 
butterflies and other insects.

Ornamental: Ideal for small gardens. Makes a stunning display in a large pot in 
a shady courtyard.

Structural: A superb shrub for an informal hedge / screening or filler in a 
semi-shaded area.

The wood was once used to kindle fire by friction.Fun Fact

Animal Interaction
/ Ecology

Easily propagated from semi-hardwood stem cuttings taken during spring or autumn. 
Plants can also be propagated from seeds sown in spring. 
Water regularly in summer for the first year until well established.

How to Propagate 

Uses

To reduce watering demand plant near water / damp part of garden. Prune after flowering 
in early summer to control size, encourage bushiness or train into a standard shape.Maintenance Tips

Water well in summer, but less frequently in winter.Water Regime

Well-drained, neutral pH soil with plenty of compost.
Best mix: two thirds topsoil with one third compost, add bone meal or superphosphate. Soil Type

For references or more information email:  info@kloofconservancy.org.za Factsheet #1

Conservation Status

Least Concern (LC).  Widespread and not declining.

Photo credit: See below.

Plant Type / Size Shrub / Medium

Drought Tolerance

Low HighModerate
Pot Plant Potential

Poor Good ExcellentModerate

Gardening Skill Needed

Low High ExpertModerate

Flowering Season WinterAutumnSummerSpring

Spr AutSum Wint

Light or dappled shade. 
Flowers best with a few hours of sun, daily.
Too much direct sun may cause the leaves to turn yellow.

Ideal Position

Krantzkloof in Your Garden

If planted in the correct position.

Photo credit: <a href="http://www.thegardeningblog.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/asystasia-bella-02.jpg">Co.za</a>


