
Grace Groups Homework 

“The Reformed Family” 
Ephesians 6:4        20 August 2017 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. What was your exposure to the “rod of correction” as a child? 
 
 
 
 
WORLDVIEW 
2. The welfare of the world rests in the hands of fathers. Agree? Why? How so? 

 
 
 
 

INTO THE BIBLE 
3. Read Malachi 4:5–6. If the Elijah in v. 5 refers to John the Baptist (and it does, see Matthew 11:8–15), how 

are we to appropriate the promise and heed the warning of v. 6? 
 
Malachi 4:5–6—Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse. 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 11:8–15—But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who 
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and 
more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not 
risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent 
take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to receive it, 
he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
 
 
 
 

GOING DEEPER 
4. What is God’s intention for marriage? 

 
Genesis 1:26–28—Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image; in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 
 
 
 



Malachi 2:14–15—Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the LORD has been witness between you and 
the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously; yet she is your companion and your wife 
by covenant. But did he not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly 
offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth. 
 
 
 
 

5. What should the education of the children in a reformed family look like? 
 
 
 
 

6. What should the discipline of the children in a reformed family look like—remembering that children are 
sinners who will sin, and so are their parents? 

 
 
 
 

7. What practical things have you found useful in increasing the quantity and quality of meaningful 
conversation in your home? 

 
 
 
 

8. What are the wrong presumptions and the correct assumptions that believing parents can make regarding 
their children’s salvation? In other words, what is a parent to believe if they desire vv. 1–3 to be true of their 
children? 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER ITEMS 
Prayer Psalm: 119:65–72 
Church Families: Michael & Gillian Varughese; Barnie & Telda Venter 
Special Needs: Hannah Murphy; Andrew Vermeulen; Jimmy Guthrie; Unemployed & underemployed 
Expectant Couples: Andrew & Sandhya Lear; Gareth & Debbie Payne; Angelo & Nikita Tokalon; Quintin & 
Dennae Starkey; Ryan & Nadia Butterworth; Michael & Gillian Varughese 
Adoptions 
Ministry: Music & Choirs 
The Great Commission: 
• Oliver & Robin—Saudi Arabia 
• Switzerland (Europe)—The Swiss are falling away from the church, due to lack of godly leadership. 
Materialism is widespread. Pray for godly leaders to be raised up and bring a refreshing revival for the Swiss. 
• Unreached Focus: North Korea (24.6 million people; religious activity non-existent) 
Sister Churches: Sovereign Grace Bible Church (Pretoria)—Bheki Bembe 
Our Country: Finance—Mr Malusi Gigaba & Mr Sifiso Buthelezi 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
As you do your regular grocery shopping, please remember to add something to your trolley to donate to the Food for the Family 
ministry. Regularly used items include: rice (1kg or 2kg); juice; washing powder (auto or hand wash); cooking oil (750ml or 2-litre); 
peanut butter; syrup; jam; tea; coffee; sandwich spread; pilchards; tuna; cake flour; baked beans; butter beans; mixed vegetables; 
tomato and onion mix; other canned foods; Cremora or long life milk; pasta; noodles; condiments (tomato sauce, mustard), etc.; 
sugar (1kg or 2.5kg); mielie meal; bath soap; deodorant (roll-on); toothpaste. Speak to Patson Ngidi for more information. 
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