
SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE - Closing Dinner 

 

Opening Sharing from Leader(s) 

Spend some time sharing which lessons were most impactful for you personally and how the small group 

time has challenged you in your own spiritual walk. Talk about one or two areas from our Resolving 

Everyday Anger study that was helpful or encouraging to you.  

 

Here is a review of the lessons if you want to highlight any particular ones: 

 

1. Humility in Relationships – Philippians 2:3-8 (No Reading) 

 

2. Introduction & The Nature of Conflict (Intro & Ch. 1) 

 

3. The Hope of the Gospel (Ch. 2) 

 

4. The Vertical Battle of Conflict – James 4 (No Reading) 

 

5. Escaping, Attacking, or Peacemaking (Ch. 3) 

 

6. Go Higher (Ch. 4) 

 

7. Get Real (Ch. 5) 

 

8. Gently Engage (Ch. 6) 

 

9. Get Together (Ch. 7) 

 

10. Overcome Evil with Good (Ch. 8) 

 

Dinner + Discussion 

Have dinner at any time in the schedule that works for your particular group. 

 

We’d like this dinner to largely focus on fellowship with one another. But the dinner also is a good time of 

reflecting on God’s grace during our study. So during dinner, you can have small group members follow 

your lead and share how God has been growing them in understanding their conflict and how they can 

redeem conflict for Christ’s glory and for the love of others. Start off with the following:  

 

“I hope that our study has been fruitful for you. One thing that we tried to do was to help you apply these 

ideas of biblical conflict resolution to a current conflict, or relational difficulty in your life (or conflict or 

difficulty that you could revisit). I’d like us to spend some time reflecting on how God has grown us in that 



area…” And then proceed to ask 1 or 2 of the following questions (you can come up with your own as 

well!): 

 

• One thing we have learned from our time together is that conflict always reveals our hearts and 

what is most important to us. As you reflect on the conflict that you have been working through, 

what do you think God revealed to you about your heart in the midst of that conflict? A simple way 

to think about the question is this: “What did I want that I was not getting?” 

• What are some ways that you’d like to grow as a result of our study? What active steps do you 

think you can take to love your opponents in conflict? 

• In what ways did you see God grow your hope in the midst of conflict? What are some things we 

can thank and praise God for?  

Here are more OPTIONAL questions to use: 

 

• Before this study, how did you tend to respond to conflict apart from God? And how were those 

results frustrating for you? 

• We often see conflict as a purely horizontal reality – it’s between us and someone else. But one 

thing we saw in our study is that conflict, particularly ungodly conflict has a more profound vertical 

reality to it – it’s a sin against God. As you look back on how God has worked in you, in what ways 

did you find yourself minimizing or replacing God in conflict?  

• How have you grown in confession in your conflict and how did this confession help you to respond 

and reconcile to the one you’re in conflict with in a more loving way? 

• What truth(s) about the gospel was most significant for you in your own conflicts? How did that help 

you to respond with Christ-likeness in the midst of conflict? 

• How have you grown in graciously engaging others in the midst of conflict? 

• How did your understanding of forgiveness grow and how has that affected how you extend 

forgiveness in your conflict? 

Remember, while this is a good time of reflection, please keep in mind that we want the dinner to focus on 

fellowship with one another. So avoid going through all of the questions, 1-2 will suffice. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Please advise your groups about the upcoming ways to stay connected to the church during the small 

group break: 

 

● All Church Christmas Nightlight – December 14th from 6-9pm 

Please join us for our third annual All-Church Christmas Nightlight! We will be having a more 

casual time of fellowship for our whole church family. Bring your whole family for a night of fun, 

music and fellowship! Drop in anytime during the evening. 

 



Desserts and specialty coffee will be provided throughout the evening; please bring your own 

dinner. 

 

No child care will be provided. 

 

● Child Dedication – December 15th  

Child dedications are a commitment upon the part of the parents and the church to raise a child in 

the faith. 

 

If you are interested in getting your child dedicated at Lighthouse, we will be having a Child 

Dedication on Sunday, December 15 at the end of second service. At least one parent must be a 

member, and the intention is for the child to be ages 0-3. 

 

● Christianity Explored – January 5 – February 23rd from 9-10:20am 

In light of the Christmas series, we want to give you a means to share the gospel with family, 

friends, and loved ones. From January 5th through February 23rd, we will be offering Christianity 

Explored, an 8-week class designed to help you understand (1) Who Jesus is? (2) What did He 

achieve? and (3) What does it mean for us today? 

 

You can sign up online! 

 

Prayer for Valor Staff 

Encourage your group to continue praying for your 1-2 Valor staff assigned to your group.   

 

Summer Activities 

Spring 2020 Small Groups will resume January 26th. Please also keep in mind the following dates: 

 

• December 29th – Small Groups Announced and Viewing Begins 

• January 6th – Small Group Sign Ups Open 

 

The best place to keep up to date with church events is our website. Please check-in regularly to see 

updates and signups!  


