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Supporting 
Questions

● How did the New Deal deal with the issues of  the Great Depression? 

Formative 
Performance Task

● Students will analyze each of  the programs of  the New Deal and classify them as 
relief, recovery, or reform

● Students will analyze letters to President Roosevelt to determine which programs 
would have helped them 

● Students will analyze the impact of  the Great Depression by utilizing 

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

8.5c  - President Roosevelt issued the New Deal in an attempt to revive the economy and 
help Americans deal with the hardships of  the Great Depression. These New Deal reforms 
had a long-lasting effect on the role of  government in American society and its economic 
life, but did not resolve all of  the hardships Americans faced.

Content 
Specifications (NY 
State)

8.5c.1 -  Students will identify key programs adopted under the New Deal, including the 
creation of  the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, and the adoption of  the Social Security Act.

With this interactive slideshow, students will learn about the major legislation that was passed by Congress 
to deal with the issues of  the Great Depression. Students will analyze the programs, assess how they may 
have helped individual citizens by examining letters to Roosevelt, and examine the impact of  the New Deal.

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8-11!

Student Sources: Students will need access to one of  three options. 

● The digital version - assigned in Google Classroom or utilized with Pear Deck + pages 4 and 5 of  the handout
● The classroom handout (with textbox for answers and the exit tickets/ pages 1-7) 
● The classroom handout with just the text and the exit tickets (pages 4-5, and 7-9)

Of  course, teachings might use a different combination of  handouts and slideshows. Everything is editable, so feel free 
to modify as necessary. 

Teacher Sources: 
NOTE: IF THESE LINKS DON’T WORK AND IT TELLS YOU THAT THE DOCUMENT IS NOT 
AVAILABLE, THIS LIKELY MEANS THAT YOUR SCHOOL ACCOUNT HAS RESTRICTED ACCESS. 
PLEASE TRY AGAIN WITH A PERSONAL ACCOUNT. THANKS!

Link to Google Slides Handout for students - Notice that there are two versions within. One with spaces 
for student answers and one with just the text. 

Google Slides Digital Version of  slideshow - This version can be assigned in Google Classroom or utilized 
with a program like Pear Deck 

Google Slides Classroom Version of  slideshow - This version can be used in combination with the 
classroom handout. 
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Before Class...

❏ PRINT AND COPY all of  the handouts for students and edit and assign digital slideshow if  necessary. 
❏ READ THROUGH the documents and the answer key (located at the end of  the handout). 

DAY 1:
1. Pass out handouts (if  necessary). Then discuss the start of  the New Deal with students, have them watch the video 
about the first hundred days (10 min.), and given them a chance to answer the questions and discuss answers (15/20 
minutes total).

2. Discuss the ideas of  relief, recovery, and reform. Note to students that they will review this section repeatedly as 
they classify the various New Deal legislation. (5 min). 

Notably the purpose of  this exercise is to have students THINK about the legislation. Even if  they’re not correct in 
their classifications, they will be thinking about the legislation and that component is important. 

3. Play the video discussing the Fireside Chats and give students the chance to answer the questions. (10 min.) 
Teachers may have a change to have students classify the first legislation relating to banking or that might start the 
discussion on day 2. 

DAY 2:
1. Teachers should start where they left off  in the slideshow. Teachers will discuss each piece of  legislation and then 
have students classify the legislation according to the categories of  Relief, Recovery or Reform (30 minutes). 

2. Give students the remainder of  the class period to assess the letters to Roosevelt and determine what legislation 
might have helped them. NOTE - there is no answer key for this section because student answers will vary! They can 
provide evidence to justify many possible answers. 

DAY 3:
1. Start class with the video discussing the New Deal and continue discussing the remainder of  the slides (until the 
impact of  the New Deal section). (20 min.)

2. Give students the remaining class time to work on the slides discussing the impact of  the New Deal. Some 
teachers might prefer to have students finish this section the next day of  class while others might have students finish 
the remaining section for homework. (20 min.)

Procedure for Class...

With this interactive slideshow, students will learn about the major legislation that was passed by Congress 
to deal with the issues of  the Great Depression. Students will analyze the programs, assess how they may 
have helped individual citizens by examining letters to Roosevelt, and examine the impact of  the New Deal.

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8-11!


