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Introduction: 
This is a writing lesson and again, it is based on week 8 resource titled “The perfect Flat 
Mate.” 
 
Instructions: 
In your exercise book, copy the Header. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 
legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school).  
1. In your previous lesson (s) with Mrs. Daveta, you have learnt these different elements 
of narrative writing: -setting, plot, character, theme and style. 
 
2. Now, an analysis of the plot will be looked at in detail in this lesson. 
 
3. Spend five to ten minutes reading the text again. While reading, try to identify the 
paragraph that has the different features of the plot: 

3.1: orientation   3.4: climax 
3.2: rising tone   3.5: falling action 
3.3: crisis/conflict 

 
Practice Exercise 3 
1. Copy the table on the Plot Features of the short story titled ‘The perfect Flat mate’ 
into your exercise book. 

Types of Plot Features Explanation of the Features of Plot in the story 

1. Orientation The main character is introduced or described. 

2. Rising action  The characters’ daily action in the morning is being 
described. 

3. Crisis/Conflict The main character was supposed to prepare herself 

for work but instead; she is sleeping while Sam is 

getting ready for work.   

 
4. Climax 

Sam looks so beautiful and that lowers the main 
character’s self-esteem. 
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5. Falling Action The main character was told that if she does not 
improve on her lateness, she will be sacked. 

6. Resolution She then gave up teaching and got married. 

 
2. Now, spend three to five minutes studying the plot features and the explanation. 
 
3. Next, look at the example. The example below shows the Rising Action from the text 
‘The perfect Flat Mate’. 
 

Example: 
Identify the paragraph in the text that has the plot feature ‘rising action’ and write it 
down into your exercise book. 
 
Plot  - Rising Action Paragraph in the text: 
I used to lie in bed looking at her eating and getting dressed, wondering how she 

could possibly consume so much sugar without losing her teeth, her figure or her 

complexion. She’d put on her make-up in a minute, throw on whatever clothes 

happened to be lying around the room, and rush off to work looking like a model on 

the cover of a fashion magazine. Like me, she was just an art teacher in a secondary 

school. 

 
It is your turn to identify the Orientation from the text and write it down. 
 
Begin your paragraph like this: The orientation paragraph in the text is -------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


