
15 August 2021 Year B

Sunday is the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary with its own special readings. The Solemnity takes the 
place of the Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time.

Friday is the Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church; Saturday is the Memorial of Saint Pius X, 
Pope.

In the first part of the week, we have readings from the Book of Judges. We read of how Israel worshiped other gods and 
fell into the power of their enemies; how God called Gideon to be a leader of his tribe; of Gideon's son Abimelech who was 
unfairly made king and his brother Jotham's response; and of Jephtha's promise to God to sacrifice the first person he saw 
if only he was victorious in battle. After his victory, Jephtha's only child ran to greet him and he sacrificed her. The Psalm 
reading for that day reminds us that “Sacrifice or oblation you wished not, but ears open to obedience.” Two days of 

readings from the Book of Ruth tell the moving story of Naomi and her loving daughter-in-law Ruth. Ruth leaves her own 
homeland to return with Naomi to Bethlehem, where Ruth remarries and has a child, Obed, who will become the 
grandfather of the great king, David.

Matthew's Gospel this week includes some favorite parables, like the rich young man. Jesus says “it is easier for a 
camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God,” and we know he 
is introducing the counter-cultural idea that riches may make it more difficult to be saved. Those are followed by 
stories of the Master of the vineyard who leaves us with the phrase “The last will be first and the first, last.” Jesus 
tells the parable of the landowner who hires workers throughout the day, including the last hours. When he pays 
them all the same, those who worked all day grumbled. “Are you envious because I am generous?” He offers the 
parable of the guests who are too busy to attend the wedding feast of the king's son. Friday, Jesus tells us to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. Saturday, Jesus says, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.”

On the Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time, we continue with John's Gospel and the Bread of Life discussion, with many of 
the disciples finding Jesus' call to be nourished on his body and blood as tough to swallow. And they leave him. Peter speaks 
for the others: “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This week we can be moved by the powerful fidelity of a woman like Ruth. And the familiar gospel stories will guide us 
through the week, mostly with practical advice and challenging ideas.

It is good to begin by recognizing our own issues with God. For many of us, the graces with which we will be asking God to 
bless us have to do with our freedom from being so independent. For some of us, it will be to ask to keep our priorities straight 
this week. It may mean that we let this be a week when we ask what “success” really means for us. It could be a week to try to 
name more clearly what our purpose, our mission in life is: what the Lord calling us to do with our lives.

The real grace of finding intimacy with God in the midst of our busy everyday lives is that it helps keep us focused. When we 
get really busy, it can be like being on a treadmill. We begin our day in the morning, go where the day takes us, and jump off at 
night. Our desire here is to live with more choice, more freedom. We want to live each day more reflectively.

So, if I know the gospel is going to ask me to ponder how the lure of having more and more money can become an impediment 
to my salvation, or how generous and merciful God is, or how my busyness leads me to forget or lose my priorities, then I can 
choose to let those reflections shape my week. The way I can do that is by beginning each day with focus. What gives focus is 
recognizing and naming a desire, a grace or gift I ask of God, for that day, conscious of what I will be experiencing, what will 
challenge me, what opportunities will be offered me. What really makes this effective is to keep talking with Jesus about those 
desires in the small, quiet moments that are tucked into each day, the “in between times” of the day.

The effect is that more and more of the details of our lives are interacting with the Word of God and the desires which God is 
inspiring in our hearts. As we move toward the weekend, we can prepare to hear Jesus ask us who we say he is - who he is for 
us. Connecting with Jesus in our daily lives allows him to become my Savior and the intimate friend who knows me through 
and through and is helping me come to know myself with great honesty, integrity, freedom and peace.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
POPE FRANCIS
ANGELUS
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Dear brothers and sisters, good day!

When man set foot on the moon, he said a phrase that became famous: “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind”. In essence, humanity had reached a historical goal. But today, in Mary’s Assumption into Heaven, we celebrate an 
infinitely greater conquest. The Madonna has set foot in paradise: she went there not only in spirit, but with her body as well, 
with all of herself. This step of the lowly Virgin of Nazareth was the huge leap forward for humanity. Going to the moon serves 
us little if we do not live as brothers and sisters on Earth. But that one of us dwells in the flesh in Heaven gives us hope: we 
understand that we are precious, destined to rise again. God does not allow our bodies to vanish into nothing. With God, nothing 
is lost! In Mary, the goal has been reached and we have before our eyes the reasons why we journey: not to gain the things here 
below, which vanish, but to achieve the homeland above, which is forever. And Our Lady is the star that guides us. She went 
there first. She, as the Council teaches, shines “as a sign of sure hope and solace to the People of God during its sojourn on 
earth” (Lumen gentium, 68).

What does our Mother advise us? Today in the Gospel the first thing she says is: “My soul magnifies the Lord” (Lk 1:46). 
Accustomed to hearing these words, perhaps we no longer pay attention to their meaning, perhaps we no longer pay 
attention to their meaning. To “magnify” literally means “to make great”, to enlarge. Mary “aggrandises the Lord”: not 
problems, which she did not lack at the time, but the Lord. How often, instead, we let ourselves be overwhelmed by 
difficulties and absorbed by fears! Our Lady does not, because she puts God as the first greatness of life. From here the 
Magnificat springs forth, from here joy is born: not from the absence of problems, which come sooner or later, but joy is 
born from the presence of God who helps us, who is near us. Because God is great. And, above all, God looks on the lowly 
ones. We are His weakness of love: God looks on and loves the lowly.

Mary, in fact, acknowledges that she is small and exalts the “great things” (v. 49) the Lord has done for her. What are they? 
First and foremost, the unexpected gift of life: Mary is a virgin yet she becomes pregnant; and Elizabeth, too, who was 
elderly, is expecting a child. The Lord works wonders with those who are lowly, with those who do not believe that they 
are great but who give ample space to God in their life. He enlarges His mercy to those who trust in Him, and raises up the 
humble. Mary praises God for this.

And we - we might ask ourselves - do we remember to praise God? Do we thank Him for the great things He does for us? 
For every day that He gives us, because He always loves us and forgives us, for His tenderness? In addition, for having 
given us His Mother, for the brothers and sisters He puts on our path, and because He opened Heaven to us? Do we thank 
God, praise God for these things? If we forget the good, our hearts shrink. But if, like Mary, we remember the great things 
that the Lord does, if at least once a day we were to “magnify” Him, then we would take a great step forward. One time 
during the day to say: “I praise the Lord”, to say, “Blessed be the Lord”, which is a short prayer of praise. This is praising 
God. With this short prayer, our hearts will expand, joy will increase. Let us ask Our Lady, the Gate of Heaven, for the 
grace to begin each day by raising our eyes to Heaven, toward God, to say to Him: "Thank you!” as the lowly ones say to 
the great ones. “Thank you”.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2020/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20200815.html

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior
Luke 1:39-56
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SPP PARISH NEWS

MANDATORY USE OF THE TRACETOGETHER (TT) APP OR TOKEN The use of the TraceTogether app or 
token is now mandatory. Other modes of SafeEntry (such as scanning the QR code on your phone camera or on the 
SingPass app) will no longer be accepted. Beginning 1 June, anyone who does not check-in via TraceTogether will 
be refused entry into the premises.
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to attend. 

WEEKDAY MASS - The weekday Masses are celebrated on Wednesdays at 7.20am and on Fridays at 6.00pm, and 
are limited to 50 persons. You may book your seat on the M.A.R.S platform.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Every 3rd weekend of the month, parishes have a collection for 
the Giving in Faith and Thankfulness (GIFT) programme for the operational and infrastructural 
needs of the Church. To effectively resource these needs, sign up for a monthly GIFT pledge, the 
most reliable source of funding for the archdiocese. You can also give regularly via PayNow to 
201231391K. Please include your name and mobile number or email address to receive an 
acknowledgement. More info at catholicfoundation.sg Thank you for your generosity for the 
vision of the archdiocese. 



COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ
and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com

Sign up at tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021
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请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
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Do you listen to the voice of Jesus who, burdened with his Cross, calls out to you, "Come after me; anyone who follows 
me will not be walking in the dark; be brave; I have conquered the world."?

A perfect Friend of the Cross is a true Christ-bearer, so that he or she can truly say, "I live now not with my own life but with the 
life of Christ who lives in me." (Gal 2:20). As a perfect Friend of the Cross, the finding of our True Cross has to be more than just 
a mere discovery. It must lead us to embrace and follow Jesus Christ wholeheartedly, in whom salvation is found.  

Come and discover "Friends of the Cross" at Montfort Centre for 3 days and 2 nights. Register below:
https://www.montfortcentre.org/events-1/friends-of-the-cross-2021



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Phase 2 (Heightened Alert) 
Monday to Saturday : 9.30am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 

 

SUSPENDED


