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My Testimony

Coming into a True Relationship with God

Daniel Chen

I grew up in a Christian family.  I have gone to church ever since I

can remember.  My parents did not have to make me go to church

because I enjoyed going to church.  As a kid, I enjoyed going to Sunday

school and hearing teachers tell Bible stories; I enjoyed playing hide-

and-seek with my friends at church; and I especially enjoyed all the

activities at Christmas time.  Going to church was, and still is, a fun thing

to do for me.  My brother, my sister, and I would even go to church on

our own at times when our parents had to work on Sundays.

When I was younger, before I went to college, I acknowledged that

there was a God and that He was almighty and powerful.  I accepted this

not because I had any personal experience with God, but because that is

what I had been taught ever since I was born.  I always thought that God

is someone up in heaven that has his eyes on me so that I will not do any-

thing bad.  And that I should fear God because He will punish me if I

mess up.  I did not think that God wanted to have a personal relationship
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with me; after all, why would someone so great want to have anything to

do with me?

In my first year at the University of Waterloo, I started attending their

Chinese Christian Fellowship (CCF).  I had a wonderful time at CCF.

And through their bible studies, evangelical meetings, and fellowship, I

realized that I should not run away from God like a child running away

from an angry father.  God wants to have a personal relationship with

me.  He wants it so badly that He sent His only son Jesus Christ to die

for me on the cross.  It is through God's grace that I am saved.  Sitting in

church every Sunday and being a good person does not give me the tick-

et to heaven.  It is by faith alone that I can come into a true relationship

with God.

I also realized that God is always with me and that I can always come

to Him when I am in need.  Whenever I was stressed out over school

work or worried about my next co-op job, I prayed.  And God has always

come through for me.  (I hope to share my experiences of these times in

the future).

I was baptized after my 1A term in college.  I knew then that I was

not perfect and I had many weaknesses.  Being baptized did not mean

that my spiritual journey was over.  It only acknowledged that I wanted

God to be the center of my life.  I pray that God will continue working in
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me so I can be more like Christ.

I would like to end this testimony with Psalms 121.  It is one of my

favorite Psalms:

I lift up my eyes to the hills- 

where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD,

the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip- 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over Israel 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD watches over you- 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

the sun will not harm you by day, 

nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all harm- 

he will watch over your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going 

both now and forevermore.


