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Subject: Grade 8 Social Science 
Term: 1 
Week: 8 Lesson Number: 21 
Date: ___/____/2021 
Topic 2: Governments around the world 
Sub topic: Dictatorship 
Learning Outcome: 
1.Define dictatorship 
2.Identify the types of dictatorship government 
3. Identify the countries that practice dictatorship 

………………………………………………………………............................................................... 

Introduction 
This lesson is an activity based on Resource 2 titled “Dictatorship”.  
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and legible. 
You may copy your notes and complete Practice Exercise 1 & 2 into your exercise book. 
 
Resource 2: DICTATORSHIP 
 
Dictatorship  
It is a form of government where one person (dictator) or a small group of people has total 
control over the affairs of the government. 
 
TYPES 
Different type of regimes  
 
1.Military juntas (a government led by a committee of military leaders) 
In a military dictatorship, power is gained by force through the military. There is no separation 
in the three branches of government. The dictator and his supporters act as the executive, 
legislature and judiciary all at once. There is no one to check on them. They make their own 
rules. A dictator stays in power when certain part of the population in the state supports him. 
However, loses power when the majority of people rise up against him. Sometimes the will of 
the people can force the dictator to leave without violence. In 1986, ―people power in the 
Philippines forced their dictator Ferdinand Marcos to leave. 
 
2.Single-party 
A country is ruled by a single political party and the forming of other political parties is 
forbidden 
 
3.Civilian governments under personal rule 
A country is ruled by a single person. All power lies in the hands of that individual 
 
Countries that practice dictatorship 
Many South American countries had long periods of military dictatorship. They include 
Paraguay, Chile, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador and Venezuela. Today these countries 
are democracies. 
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Practice Exercise 1 

Read Resource 2- “Dictatorship”, and copy your notes into your exercise book. 

1. Copy the notes on dictatorship into your exercise book. Your notes should contain: 

 Definition of dictatorship 

 Types of dictatorship 

 Countries that practice dictatorship 
 
Practice Exercise 2 

Read Resource 2- “Dictatorship”, and answer the questions. Copy the question first and then 

answer the question in complete sentences into your exercise book. 

2. What is dictatorship?  
   Begin your sentence like this: Dictatorship is a (form of government/system of 
governance) that deals with… 
 
3. Which type of dictatorship do you think is the most effective and why? 
   Begin your sentence like this: In my own opinion, I believe that (state the type of 
dictatorship) is more effective because … 
 
4. State how many countries still have a dictatorship government and give examples  
   Begin your sentence like this: According to my notes, there were (state the number of 
countries) that practiced a dictatorship government. They included … 
 


