
 
 

 
 

 

June 2 Reflections of Disney  

Organ Recital 

 

 Youth Group End-of-Year  

Celebration 

 

June 4 Fifth Street House  

Informational Meeting 

 

June 7 Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

June 9 Pentecost Special Offering 

 

 LEGOs Faith Builders Begins 

 

 Summer Reading Program Begins 

 

June 13 Fifth Street House  

Informational Meeting 

 

June 16 Congregational Meeting 

 

 Father’s Day 

 

June 17 First Friends Re-Imagination  

Station Meet Up 

 

June 23 Third Annual Golf Scramble 

 

June 26 Neighborhood Picnic at 

Pottawattomie Park 

 

July 14-20 

Youth Mission Trip to St. Louis 

 

July 21 Summer Pick-Up Choir 

 

July 28 Summer Pick-Up Choir 

 

July 24 Neighborhood Picnic at  

SL Central Park 

 

Aug. 14 Neighborhood Picnic at North 

Beach Park 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Presbyterian 

JUNE 2019, VOLUME 67—ISSUE 6                    MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GRAND HAVEN 

Welcome, Reverend Kristine Aragon Bruce! 
 

 

We are happy to introduce Reverend Kristine  

Aragon Bruce, the new Associate Pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven. 
 

Originally from Seattle, Washington, Kristine has 

held associate pastor positions in New Jersey and 

Illinois, and has also served as an assistant to the 

minister in Dunbar, Scotland. Her work has  

included leading vision and mission processes  

for family ministries, supervising the directors  

of preschool, children’s and student ministries,  

volunteer development, as well as general  

pastoral ministry. 
 

The APNC felt an instant connection to Kristine and 

knows that her ministry goals and style are a great fit for our church. Her 

experience and talents will be a catalyst for growth in our ministry to all ag-

es. Kristine is a genuinely warm person, and she will be a great addition to 

the staff and pastoral team.   
 

We’ve heard that question a lot, and are happy to say that our new associate 

pastor, Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, is wrapping things up in Illinois, and is 

planning to arrive in the area at the end of July. That means we’ll begin  

worshiping with her in early August. We are all very excited for her arrival! 

Notice of Congregational Meeting  
10 a.m. Sunday, June 16 

 

The purpose of this congregational meeting is to vote on the removal of the 
5th Street house as recommended by Session. 
 

Note: In order to keep the congregational 
meeting brief, we have scheduled two  
informational sessions for those with  
questions or who would like to know  
details of the decision process:  
 

 Tuesday, June 4  
 Thursday, June 13  

 

Both meetings will be held at 7 p.m.  
in the lounge.  

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce with 
husband Dr. Matthew Bruce and 
children Phoebe and Jenson 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tom Braak, Robert Erskin, June  
Lindberg, Garry Mesler, Barbara 
Race, Carol Winton, Gerry VanStratt, 
and our service men and women 

 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Deb & Steve McMaster and family 
on the death of Deb’s mother, Barb 
Linehan, on May 1, 2019. 

 

 to Donna and Rick vandenBerg on 
the death of Donna’s father, Ken  
Larson, on May 2, 2019. 

 

 to Jane and Jim Shulz on the death of 
Jane’s father, Norman Meyers, on 
May 2, 2019. 

 

 to Lisa Stoner on the death of her 
sister, Linda Stoner, on May 4, 2019. 
 

 to Dar Hollis on the death of her 
brother, Daniel, on May 9, 2019. 

 

 to Paul and Winnie McNergney on 
the death of Paul’s sister, Camille 
McGrew, on May 14, 2019. 

 

Congratulations! 
 to Nancy Levenburg on the birth of 
her grandson, Liam Gabriel Jones,  
on May 20, 2019. Parents are Sarah 
Levenburg and Scott Jones. 

 

to Darell & Phyllis Moreland on the 
May 9th birth of great-grandson, 
Lawson Donald McPhee. Parents are 
Jennifer and Dr. Michael McPhee. 
 

to grandparents Jim & Kim Goldman 
and great-grandmother, Marilyn  
Horton on the May 10th birth of  
Lucas Cameron. Parents are Kaylee 
& Travis Johnson. 
 

Thank You: 

“Thank you for all your prayers, 
calls, hugs, and cards during my 
dad’s illness. We are so grateful for 
all the concern and love you have 
shown to us.” 
 - Rick and Donna vandenBerg 
 

Ray and Barb Nelson are humbled 
and grateful for the prayers, heart-
warming cards and delicious meals 
they have received during Barb’s 
recovery. Her OT and PT are going 
well and she looks forward to  
worshiping in the sanctuary again 
soon. They feel blessed to be part of 
the caring FPC family and the  
recipients of your power of prayer. 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays 
of our members and friends who  
are no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 

   
 

June 15 Barb Casemier 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
June 17 Betty Bytwerk 

145 Columbia Ave. Rm. 217 
Holland, MI 49432 

 

June 22 Charlie Davis 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
July 28 Laurel Hendrick 

17880 Merrywood Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

 

Stay connected to our church  

wherever you go with Realm! 
 

Realm is a great tool to connect with other church  

members, update your profile information and photos,  

RSVP to events, manage your giving, send messages, and 

many other uses. It also serves as an online church directory. 

 

Realm can be used on your computer (go to onrealm.org) 

or as an app on your smart phone (go to Google Play or 

iTunes and download Connect - Our Church Community  

for free). 

 

Please note you will need to enter your email and a pass-

word to log in to Realm. To receive a password, please send 

a password request to staff@fpgh.org. 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

Friday, June 7 
noon-5:45 p.m. 

 

Did you know that every blood  
donation has the potential to save 
up to three lives? Be  a hero—
donate blood! 
 

Appointments may be made online 
at redcrossblood.org. 
 

Special Note: The Red Cross has a 
critical shortage of type O blood, 
and urges type O donors to give 
now to ensure blood is available  
for patients facing trauma and other 
life-threatening situations. All other 
blood types are also needed. 

Thank You: 
“Thank you to Holy Helping Hands 
Ministry for doing an excellent job 
cleaning up my yard.” 
 - Mary Lou Bender 

https://onrealm.org/FPGH/SignIn
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.acstechnologies.android.realm.engagement&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/connect-our-church-community/id1052274581?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/connect-our-church-community/id1052274581?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
mailto:kjullie@fpgh.org
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

The 
 school year is winding 
down, and the activity 

level of our beautiful lakeside city is 
ramping up. It’s such a fun time of 
year to live here. The weather and 
long days bring us outside late into 
the evening. The flowering trees 
splash color throughout our community, 
making the long grind of winter worth 
the life the spring reveals.  
 

Our rhythms as a church also shift  
as we head into June. Much of our 
programmatic life gets put on hold 
until the fall. Our attention turns  
towards the ways we can share life 
together as a church family. Our 
staff’s attention turns from the regular 
execution of their ministry to the 
preparation of all that we will do in 
the fall. With the change in rhythm, I 
hope that you make the time to share 
life intentionally with others in our 
church community. I encourage you 
to invite others from the church to 
your house for a meal – particularly if 
they are new people you’d like to know.  
 

The Hospitality Committee is hosting 
our Summer Neighborhood Picnics, 
and I hope you’ll join us. While they 
have a geographic focus, certainly 
anyone is welcome to come. I try to 
get to all of them, and I find myself 
getting to know you in a way that I 

simply cannot during the other  
activities of the church. We are also 
having our Golf “Fun”raiser that  
supports Joyful Noise, our wonderful 
Christian childcare ministry. The 
church is raising money to improve 
outdoor play equipment, and so we 
hope you come to enjoy the golf and 
camaraderie – all for a good cause. 
 

Last month our church elected the 
Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce to be our 
associate pastor. While we await the 
family’s arrival, now is a great time 
for us to be preparing the way for 
them. One way we can do that is to 
make sure we have an updated picture 
in the church database, Realm. I can 
attest that it is so helpful to have a 
face associated with a name. Realm is 
similar to Facebook in terms of how 
you would update your information 
and picture, and our staff would be 
happy to show you how to get going 
in the system. Once you’re in, you’ll 
have all sorts of useful information at 
your fingertips. I know I use it lots as 
your pastor, so I hope you’ll see  
signing up for Realm as an act of  
hospitality for Kristine and her  
family. Also, this is a great time to 
make sure you have a nametag that 
you wear on Sundays. Let the office 
know if you need one! 
 

Finally, I was out of town for a  
portion of May. I spent a week in 
Texas at a Credo Retreat, which is put 
on by the Board of Pensions of the PC
(USA). I am so grateful for the gift of 
that week away. It gave me time to 
reflect on my own sense of call and 
my personal and spiritual health. It 
helped me realize that in all of my 
busyness, I am not doing the kind of 
soul care that I should be as your  
pastor. I’m making a plan to be better 
to myself in this area so that I can be a 
better pastor to you. Your prayers are 
appreciated in this. At the end of that 
week, I joined Maryanne, Maddie, 
and Laura in Nashville at a conference 
focused on Intergenerational Ministry. 
We were encouraged there because 
our church is already doing a lot of 
things that others are discovering are 
healthy for churches. We were also 
challenged to help the church keep 
working on ways we can further  
encourage intergenerational life  
together. We are truly blessed to share 
this life and ministry here. Let’s not 
take our blessings for granted.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy  
 

 

From the Session  

 

News From the May Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session meet-
ing. If you would like more detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Received training in line with our Sexual Misconduct Policy 
 After several months of communication, we completed the roll review, removing members of the church who had 

become inactive 

 Continued working on our Strategic Priorities as they relate to our newly adopted Core Values 
 Called a Congregational Meeting for June 16 with the purpose of acting on the recommendation that the Fifth Street 

house be removed.  
 
It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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Tidings article deadline for July 2019 issue: June 21, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

Mission Committee 

June Food Collection 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries. This month’s donations 
will go to The Salvation Army.  
 

Special requests are for:  

 Applesauce 

 Beef Stew 

 Pasta 

 Toilet Paper 
 

Please bring donations to the 
designated spot in the Gathering Area.  
 

Thank you!  
 

Summer  
Neighborhood Picnics 

 

It’s that time of year again, so mark 

your calendars for our neighborhood 

summertime picnics! 
 

Our “neighborhood” picnics give you 

a chance to connect with people who 

live in your neck of the woods! The 

picnics are at local parks, so kids can 

run and play together. This is also a 

great opportunity to get to know 

members who may attend a different 

worship service than you typically 

attend. 
 

Dates and Locations: 

Wednesday, June 26:  

Pottawattomie Park, (shelter #2) 

 

Wednesday, July 24:  

Central Park in Spring Lake 

 

Wednesday, August 14:  

North Beach Park (picnic shelter) 
 

Time: 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Bring: 

...a side dish or dessert to share  

...bag chairs if desired 
 

The church will provide burgers  

or chicken 
 

If you are not 

able to attend the 

picnic in your 

neighborhood, 

feel free to drop 

in to any of the 

others that fit 

your schedule. 

Piano Players and 
Speakers Wanted! 

 

Are you a piano player or can you 
lead a short worship service? We are  
looking for volunteers to help lead 
once-a-month worship services at 
local nursing homes.  
 
You don’t need to 
be a professional 
musician or a pas-
tor—you just need 
to have a heart for 
worship and a de-
sire to connect 
with those who are 
no longer able to make it to church on 
a regular basis. It could be even be a 
meaningful way for families to wor-
ship and do mission together. 
 
Please contact Jodie LaVercombe if 
you are interested or have questions 
about this important and rewarding  
mission: jlavercombe1@gmail.com or 
616-510-7262. 

14 Health Benefits  
of Singing: 

1. Reduces stress 

2.  Improves mood 

3.  Lowers blood pressure 

4.  Improves breathing 

5.  Reduces perceived pain 

6.  Boosts immune system 

7.  Improves sense of rhythm 

8.  Promotes learning in children 

9.  Forges comforting memories 

10.  Promotes communal bonding 

11.  Provides comfort 

12.  Motivates 

13. Empowers  

14.  Promotes well-being  
 

Summer Pick-Up Choir is back!  
It’s easier than going to the gym and 
cheaper than a therapist! 

Please join us on Sundays, July 21 & 
28 at 8:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) for 
rehearsal, and then lead worship for 
our 9:00 service. 
 

Questions? Contact Maryanne: 
mbeery@fpgh.org 

 

Holy Helping Hands 
 

Do you…. 
 

 Need a ride to an appointment? 

 Need a prescription picked up? 

 Need a light bulb replaced or have 

a minor repair job? 

 Need computer help (figuring out 

Skype, e-mail, Facetime, etc.)? 
 

Call Holy Helping Hands! Contact 

the church office and they will  

connect you 

with someone 

who can help. 

All services  

are free. 
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FPC Financial Update 
as of April 30, 2019 

 

Offerings Received  
Year-to-Date 

$314,776 
 

Expenditures Paid  
Year-to-Date 

$318,606 
 

To all who give to support the  
mission of the church—thank you! 
You make the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please 
consider becoming one. Not only is 
it healthy for the church, it is also  
spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just follow 
this link: 

 

https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to  
the church office. We would love  
to help! 

Meet Our Mission Partners 
 

Rev. Michael Ludwig and Rachel Ludwig work with  
leaders of the Evangelical Church in the Republic of 
Niger, a member of the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches. They use Community Health Evangelism as a 
ministry to help communities of Christians and Muslims 
identify and respond to their greatest needs with their 
own resources. Much of their work is with literacy  
programs and training. Rachel says, “We have gifts for 
teaching and learning and for living simply, so we feel 
God has prepared us to serve in Niger with its challenges for learning, serving, 
and living.” Niger is one of the continent’s most economically impoverished 
countries. 
 

Michael grew up in Holland, Michigan, has a masters degree from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary and was an associate pastor at Overbrook Presbyterian 
Church in Columbus, Ohio, for four years before entering mission service.  
Rachel grew up in Gibsonia, Pennsylvania, and is a math and science teacher.  
In Niger, the Ludwigs and their three children experience the joys of close family 
life, vibrant worship and the excitement of helping people learn new skills.  
 

The Ludwigs say they rely on the guidance offered by 2 Corinthians 2:17: “For 
we are not peddlers of God’s word like so many; but in Christ we speak as  
persons of sincerity, as persons sent from God and standing in his presence.” 
 

The Ludwigs will be worshiping with us on Sunday, June 9. Please stop by 
the lounge between the services to meet them. 

 
Rev. Cathy Chang and Juan Lopez are partnering 
with the United Church of Christ in the Phillipines. 
From their home base in Manila, they are the regional 
facilitators working with Asian churches and non-
governmental organizations to help coordinate efforts 
related to the scourge of modern-day slavery. They  
carry a deep concern for those whose hope for a better 
life for themselves and their families have been dashed 
by human traffickers. 
 

Cathy grew up in New Jersey and Pennsylvania in the home of Korean immigrant 
parents. She graduated from Princeton seminary and was associate pastor of 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Midland, Michigan, before answering the call 
to a position in Presbyterian World Mission. Juan was born in Chile, but his 
family moved to France when he was a child. They met while working in the 
PCUSA’s Young Adult Volunteer Program in Egypt and married in 2008. Juan, 
a social worker, eventually became the Big Brother/Big Sister site supervisor in 
the Great Lakes Bay Region before answering the call to international mission 
that had persisted for both of them. They are the parents of 7-year-old Aurelie. 
 

The couple is inspired by Genesis 12:1-3, where God called Abram to go “to the 
land that I will show you.” Juan says, “… we look to God’s promise to Abram 
that all families of the earth would be blessed through him. So we desire to 
serve as a channel of God’s blessing for many families of the earth.” 

Suicide Prevention 
Seminars Offered 

 
Wednesday, June 5, 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 7, 10:00 a.m. 
 
TCM Counseling and North Ottawa 
Community Health System are  
partnering for two free QPR 
(Question, Persuade, Refer) one-hour 
training seminars. Adults and teens 
will learn about the signs someone 
could be suicidal, the questions to 
ask, how to persuade someone to get 
help and where to refer them. The 
training will take place in the NOCH  
Community Room at 1061 S. Beacon 
Boulevard, Grand Haven. 
 
According to TCM Executive  
Director Sara Lewakowski, you only 
need to attend one session “to walk 
away knowing what signs to look for 
and what to do. It is truly lifesaving.” 
 
Register by calling 616-847-5671. 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraiser 

 

 

Hops for Homes 
Friday, June 7 

Trillium Catering & Events 
 

Featuring: 

Craft beer & wine,  

pork bbq & brats,  

and music by  

Julia & the Greensides 
 

Time: 5:30-8:30 pm 
 

Cost: $35 in advance  

or $40 at the door 
 

Tickets are available in the  

church office. 

Pentecost Special Offering 
 

Who was the first person to teach you about Jesus? Who helped you open the 
doors to understandings of God and faith? When? For many of us, these 
things happened during our childhood—at home, at Sunday school, at church, 
at camp or maybe through a youth mission trip. 
 

The foundation of faith is often established in the first third of life. That’s why 
Presbyterian congregations join together in support of the Pentecost Offering 
to nurture those who are the church to come—children, youth, and young 
adults. We are called to support the church of the future. 

 

 40% of this offering will stay in Grand Haven for Central High School’s 
food pantry. 

 

 25% will help support youth ministries such as scholarship grants to the 
2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium, funding for the daily digital devotion 
at www.d364.org, and for the design of a new Christian formation en-
deavor called The Senior Project. 

 

 25% goes to the Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) 
experience. Volunteers are trained to engage in 
mission sites in the U.S. and around the world. 
Funding is also for retreats, orientation events, 
and counseling to help young adults discern 
God’s call for their lives. 

 

 10% supports the “Educate a Child, Transform 
the World” national initiative affirmed at the 
221st  General Assembly. Its goal is to better the 
lives of one million children by 2020. 

 

Envelopes to support the June 9 Pentecost offering will be available in the 
pews at the end of May. You may also text YOUNG to 56512 to learn more 
or give online. 
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Children’s Ministries 

Youth Ministries 

LEGO Faith Builders: 
Faith & Creativity Meet 

 

LEGO Faith Builders starts June 9! 
Faith Builders is similar to Children 
& Worship with a time to gather, hear 
God’s story as a group, enter the story 
through wonder, and then respond 
individually by building pieces of the 
story using LEGOs.  
  

All kids 4 years-5th grade are invited 
to engage in God’s stories in this 
meaningful and memorable program 
offered at both services beginning   
June 9.  Contact Laura Burns  
lburns@fpgh.org with questions or  
if you would like to be part of the 
LEGO Faith Builder’s team. 

First Friends 
 
First Friends is a new group for young children and 
their parents or caregivers. We have scheduled 3  
Monday meet-ups at the Re-Imagination Station this 
summer for children to play and parents to chat.  
Please join us there on June 17, July 15, & August 5  
at 10 a.m. (parents must stay with their children). 

Summer Ice Cream Visits! 
 

Last summer, Laura started a traveling Sundae Bar, but  

summer ended before she could meet everyone. This summer  

she is picking up where she left off—so if you have children  

infant through 5th grade and have not had an ice cream visit yet, 

contact her at lburns@fpgh.org. She'll bring the ice cream and 

toppings to your house--you just have to pick the date!    

Flat Jesus Returns! 
 

Flat Jesus is back just in time to join you on your summer 
adventures!  
 

Pick up your Flat Jesus at the Family Ministries desk, color 
him however you would like, and take him with you  
wherever you go this summer. Be sure to take a picture, and 
then email it to Laura at lburns@fpgh.org or post it on  
Facebook and use #fpghflatjesus. 
 

ALL members are encouraged to take Flat Jesus on vacation 
with them (not just families with children). 

Coming this Fall: 
We will be offering a confirmation class for  

8th through 12th grade students this fall.   

More information to come soon, but summer is a great 

time to start praying and talking about taking the class. 

The Sprott Library & Summer Reading Program 
 

Beginning June 9, the Sprott Library will be a check-out library! The books are now all color coded by 
category—and there are a lot of great books! We encourage families to check out books to read  
at home. Simply fill out the pocket card inside the book and file it in the check-out box. Enjoy the 
book at home for up to 3 weeks. When you are done, simply drop it in the return basket. 
 

This summer earn prizes by reading books from the Sprott Library! Pick up your passport at the  
Family Ministries desk beginning June 9. 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

Please keep our 
youth in your  
prayers as they 
travel to  
St. Louis  this 
summer from 
July 14-20. 

mailto:lburns@fpgh.org


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
9:00 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

June 2019 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign up for the 

First Presbyterian Church 
Third Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 23 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:30 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, food, fellowship, and fun with your FPC family! 
 

For full details and registration form, brochures are available in the church office and at the Welcome 

Desk, or by entering this link into your web browser: https://bit.ly/2XXL5IS 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, and donations of team prize 

items, contest prizes, door prizes and silent auction items are also needed.  

If you have questions or would like more information about making a  

donation, please contact either:  

 Alishia Terrill: msugal@tds.net or 616-638-1783; or  

 Tina VanderWall: 616-402-4877 or 616-402-4877 
 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare’s Outdoor Play Spaces. 
Third  Annual  

Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 


