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About the Archive

This is a digitized version of an article from The Times’s print
archive, before the start of online publication in 1996. To preserve
these articles as they originally appeared, The Times does not alter,
edit or update them.

Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors
or other problems; we are continuing to work to improve these
archived versions.

Dr. David Preswick Barr, professor emeritus of medicine at Cornell
University Medical College and former physicianin‐chief at the New
York Hospital, died yesterday in his home at 179 East 70th Street.
He was 88 years old.

Dr. Barr was born in Ithaca, N. Y., graduated from Cornell University
in 1911, and received his medical degree three years later at
Cornell's Medical College, where he joined the faculty in 1916.

Following clinical and research training, at the Cornell Medical
Division at Bellevue Hospital and the Russell Sage Institute of
Pathology in New York City, he was commissioned a captain in the
Medical Reserve Corps in World War I in the Army Expeditionary
Forces, serving with the Presbyterian Hospital Unit and the Army
Gas Service from 1917 to 1919.

Dr, Barr was associated with the Cornell University Medical College
for more than 50 years. He became Busch Professor of Medicine at
Washinton University Medical College and physician‐in‐charge at
Barnes College in St. Louis at 35, then an unprecedented age for
such a post.
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New York Hospital Post

In 1941 he returned to New York to succeed his former chief, Dr.
Eugene du Bois, as chairman of the department of medicine and
physician‐in‐chief at New York Hospital.

He assembled a group that excelled in clinical research, as well as
patient care, and he was one of the first to draw attention to the
growing importance of metabolic disease; to delineate and clarify
the diseases affecting the parathyroid gland, and to investigate the
role of cholesterol in atherosclerosis.

Colleagues, who lauded his teaching skills, said he recognized
more than 25 years ago that there was a growing need to
emphasize improved primary care in hospitals.

Aided by a grant from the Commonwealth Fund, Dr. Barr began an
experiment to determine whether a modern university hospital
could provide comprehensive medical care in an outpatient setting.
These studies have been described as providing the yardstick by
which all studies of comprehensive health care are now measured.

Director of H.I.P.

After retiring from Cornell in 1957, he spent five years as president
and medical director of the Health Insurance Plan of Greater New
York, and three years as visiting professor of medicine at the
National Defense Medical Center, Taipei, Taiwan.

Returning from the Far East in 1966, Dr. Barr returned to an earlier
interest in portrait oil painting. He was a familiar figure at the
National Academy School of Fine Arts.

He was a fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, a member
of the Association of American Physicians and the American
Society of Clinical Investigation. He was a master of the American
College of Physicans and its president in 1947.

Dr. Barr is survived by his wife. the former Jean Frederica
Steadman; I daughter, Mrs. Philip M. Neagle, and seven
grandchildren.

A memorial for Dr. Barr will be held at 4 P.M. Monday at the Church
of the Epiphany, York Avenue and east 74th Street.
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