
Am I A Believer?
Believers and Deceivers

What does it mean when I say “I believe”, or “I’m a believer”, and what does it mean to believe? Many 
people ask us to believe in them, to believe what they say or the product they sell. What does it mean to 
believe?

• believe - to accept as true, genuine, or real
• Many of us are unsure of what is real; therefore we do not know what to believe. 
• What does it mean to believe?
• A believer first hears and then sees.
• Some people want a relationship with God on their terms, what they want.
• Jesus wants a relationship with those who believe. 
• Three Characteristics of Believers
• They hear the Word
• They act on the Word
• They receive what the Word promises them
• Let’s talk about Believers and Deceivers

James 1:22-25 (NLT) 22  But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you 
are only fooling yourselves. 23  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face 
in a mirror. 24  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25  But if you look carefully 
into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then 
God will bless you for doing it.
•I have asked the question ”What does it mean to be a Christian?” Am I a Christian because I was born 
into a Christian family, or because I go to church? Does being a Christian mean I live my life by rules and 
regulations? Who or what defines what it means to be a Christian? This world defines Christianity as a 
religion, and therefore Christians are those who are religious. Is this worldly definition accurate? Is being 
a Christian all about religious duties and actions? More to the point, how do those who call themselves 
Christian define what it means to be a Christian? In a recent survey of Americans by the Barna Group, a 
respected Christian research company, more than 60% of Americans of all ethnic groups said they had 
made a personal commitment to Jesus. The groups’ research also reveals that only 20% of Americans 
understand what it means to be “born again” or to be a Christian as defined by Jesus.
John 3:3-7 (KJV) 3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5  Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
Paul wrote: Romans 10:9-10 (KJV) 9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10  For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
John wrote: 1 John 1:9 (KJV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
•It seems that many people, at least 40% of Americans that say they have a relationship with Jesus define 
being a Christian in different terms than Jesus and the Bible do. Is it any wonder that so many that call 
themselves Christians today live their lives in ways that conflict with the Bible, and accept what society 
and pop culture says as their standard of morality? As many churches now define success in God simply 
getting people in the building, are we turning from the command of Jesus that we must be born again? 
Some who call themselves Christians, a large number,  believe that they can decide for themselves what to 
believe, and ignore what the Bible teaches. Jesus addressed this in
Luke 6:46 (KJV)  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?



•Doing what Jesus says is required for those who call themselves Christians
Luke 6:47-49 (KJV) 47  Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew 
you to whom he is like: 48  He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the 
foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 49  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that 
without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and 
immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.
•Some say that Jesus did not address many things accepted in our culture today. It is true that he did not 
speak directly on issues like homosexuality, gay marriage and abortion. He did not need to address these 
issues because they were already addressed in the scripture that he believed and taught that we know as 
the Old Testament
Matthew 5:17-18 (KJV) 17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. 18  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
•Heaven and earth have not yet passed away. Jesus fulfilled the law: He did so by living a sinless life of 
obedience to the law of the scripture. While Jesus did not come to condemn sinners, He never accepted 
violation of the scripture as acceptable practice in the eyes of God. He knew the Word, taught it and lived 
by it. If He started His ministry in the earth today, He would not accept the popular view of relationships 
and morality. He would say
Proverbs 14:12 (KJV)  There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death. 
•As Christians, we have the law of God written in our hearts. We could not fulfill the law ourselves, so 
Jesus did it for us.
•Some say God is Love, and He loves everybody. It doesn’t matter how people express love for each other.
1 John 5:3-4 (KJV) 3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. 4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
• Here is the Bible definition of a Christian
• A Christian is someone who is born again and lives life in obedience to the Word of God.
• In our efforts to reach people it is possible to forget that the truth is still the truth. Jesus said:
John 17:17 (KJV)  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
• If I am a Christian as defined by Jesus, I must live by the truth of the Word, not my own 
conception of truth
• I cannot help those who need God’s help unless I tell them the truth
John 8:31-32 (KJV) 31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; 32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
John 14:6 (KJV)  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.
• We cannot abandon the truth just because it is not popular. Only the truth of the gospel, the good 
news can make people free 
Romans 1:16 (KJV)  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; 

• Am I a Believer or Deceiver?

 




