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Yesterday I spoke about Rinzai climbing up onto the high seat.  What does he first say

when he gets up on the high seat?  He just says, "Ichinin  一人" (which in your translation is

translated as ‘the man’).  "One single Person!"  This One Person has no inside and no outside.

To speak in mathematical terms it has no plus world and no minus world. In Tathagata Zen, in

Buddhism that is called the zero state.  That state of not having inside and outside is a condition

that does not need to compare anything to anything.  This world that has no inside and outside is

a world that has no need to think about loving or hating.

There are a lot of cheeky, impudent religions whose followers go around saying that they

want to be saved.  There are a lot of religions, I think it is fair to say, that line up a lot of stupid,

boring, trivial words, one after another, and try to convince you that you will be saved through

those  words.   What  Rinzai  is  saying is  that  people  who are  impudent  in  that  way are  just

imperfect selves.

I’m not doing so well these days myself.  I’m over ninety three years old now, and I have

some pretty miserable days myself. Days when my knees hurt, my butt hurts, my ankles hurt, and

I can’t  even walk.  The reason why this  kind of thing happens to me is that I don’t have a

complete body.  If I had a complete physical body then I wouldn’t have to say these impudent

sounding things like “My butt hurts,” or “My legs hurt.”

I think I told you yesterday that what Rinzai means by One Person, however, is different

from that imperfect self.  One Person means the complete self, the perfect self, who has no need

to think in terms of hurting or not hurting, loving or hating, being saved or not being saved. So,

please, as I was telling you yesterday, really take to heart in your understanding that One Person

is referring to zero.  It is referring to the perfect, complete condition that has no comparing in it.

If you experience One Person, if you manifest yourself as this one single person, then you will

experience the experience of having nothing to love and nothing to hate.  This self is a self that
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has all the lovable ones and all the hate-able ones together as its content.  

There are many and various different kinds of religions in our world.  There are some

really horrible ones!  There are some really horrible religions that say impudent stuff like, "Only

my religion is the best, and all of the other religions are terrible."  What a foolish thing to say!  I

guess we can just call them infantile, kindergarten religions.  

One Person is pointing to the perfect condition, the complete self.  Buddhism personifies

One Person in another way and calls it dharmakaya.  If you experience dharmakaya for yourself

then you will see that although it is possible to recognize saved people and not saved people, all

of  those people are  fundamentally  equal.   All  people will  become true Buddha.   Grasp this

without error!  One Person means the self that is doing the activity of embracing absolutely

everything and everyone.  This One Person embraces good people and bad people, saved people

and not saved people, big and small people, black and white people, all in the same way.  

If you pour everything through a sieve, then some things, like stones and garbage and

other bad things will not pass through, and will be left behind.  The good things will pass through

and disappear.  The things that pass through, where do they go?  Do they go to heaven or hell?

What about the ones left behind in the sieve, where will they end up, heaven or hell?  But if

everything is passed through the strainer of the perfect self, the sifter of the One Person, then

even the things left behind, finally, in the end, will pass through, will disappear.  

What I want you to understand from this is that if it is a religion that recognizes "These

are the good folks.  These are my friends, but these are the bad ones who will never be saved" it

is a stupid, fake, fairy tale religion!  As long there are religions like that in our world there will

never be an end to fighting and war.  I don’t know how many tens of thousands or millions of

years we can say that our human society has been existing, but the reason why even after all of

these years we still cannot find and end to our warring is because people stand up recognizing

themselves as the special ones, the intelligent ones, the saved ones.  

There are many different religions in our world, and they all benefit people in their own

way.  Although they do benefit  people,  they only benefit  the people who pass through their

particular  strainer,  pass through their  particular  net.   They do not benefit  those who are left
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behind in their sifter at all.  In this way, the people who do pass through the sieve of a particular

religion and go to heaven become believers in it, but the people who cannot pass through end up

thinking religion is fake, is bullshit, and cannot believe in religion.  The ones who are able to

pass through are saved, and are very happy about it, thinking, "I was led to salvation through

passing through the sifter of this great religion."  The bad aspect of the religious world is that it is

divided into good people and bad people.  Because of this there is no end to war.  This osho

giving this talk is over ninety three years old, but, I  Hate that kind of religion.  It is not true

religion unless you can be saved with all of the evil people and all of the poor people.  

What Rinzai is talking about when he talks about the One Person is the realization that all

people, whether they are a good person or a bad person will come to the same result.  In the

world of the result everyone is equal.  The result of everyone is equal to the result of everyone

else.  It is only because people don’t understand the fundamental principle behind equality that

good and bad people appear in the first place.

When July twenty first rolls around this year I will have been living in America for a full

thirty eight years.  So I have been here in America practicing with all of you Americans for over

thirty seven years, so I am speaking from my concrete experience, and what I have come to learn

is that there are some wonderful, very accomplished Buddhist scholars here in America.  I also

have come to know very clearly that in Europe as well  there are Buddhist  scholars who far

surpass the ones in Japan.  But I also know quite well that the greatness of those scholars is in

their scholarship, not in their experience.  They have not really experienced  Buddhism.  What is

the difference (between experience and study)?

It doesn’t really matter how much Buddhism you study, or how many sutras you have

read and learned, if you are doing that from the perspective of the fixated "I am" self then you

will never have the experience of the One person.  You will never experience the self that has

gone beyond all comparisons, that is the true self.  And without that experience you will never

understand the true Buddhism.  

If it is a true Buddhist scholar then, just in the same way that I do, he will say that truly

there is neither good nor evil.
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And when one says that, whether it is me or the scholars, it is from the "I am" self that

those words, "There is neither good nor evil" are spoken.  When Buddhism is spoken about

already the "I am" self  has appeared.   The moment the "I  am" self does appear,  and one is

speaking  about  Buddhism,  then  Buddhism  itself  has  disappeared.    But  if  you  are  really

practicing Buddhism, if you are a practitioner of Buddhism, and you put Buddhism into practice

then, at that moment, the "I am" self is gone.  Within the pure Buddhist position there is no need

for anything but practice.  There really is no need to speak at all.  

I have been telling you that the true self, the manifestation of the One Person, is also the

manifestation of the activity of true love.  When you are doing true love do you talk?  Do you

start talking about what true love is?  There’s no time to talk!  

When you see a flower and you make complete relationship with that flower that is the

manifestation of true love.  Even Buddhist scholars will say this.  When you talk about it that is

when the "I am" self has appeared.  But when you are actually making relationship with the

flower, when you are actually loving the flower then there is no need to speak.  

Buddhism is not a religion.  Buddhism calls itself another word, shukyo 宗教.  When you

are doing shukyo, when you are doing the study of the essential thing, then you don’t have to talk

about it.  

About one hundred and fifty years ago in Japan, well actually, I guess now it is about two

hundred years ago in Japan, within the Buddhist world it came to be thought that Buddhism is

not something to talk about.  Dharma talking is not necessary.  That is the position of Tathagata

Zen.  The moment a Dharma talk is being given the "I am" self has stood up.  When you are

doing the Dharma activity, when you are actually enforcing the Dharma activity, there is no need

to speak.  But for the sake of people who no nothing of Buddhism I guess, after all, you have to

say something.  And so then you stand up in the "I am" self and speak about Buddhism.

The self who speaks about Buddhism is the compassionate self.  In Buddhism we don’t

really have the word compassion, we have another word, jihi 慈悲, which is usually translated as

compassion.  We also simply say true love.  The one who speaks about Buddhism is the true

lover, is the compassionate one.   You should not talk about the Dharma activity if you cannot be
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the true lover.   If you cannot be a truly compassionate person then you should not take the

Dharma activity as an object and speak about it.  

It is taught that we can analyze true love and see that true love is made of plus love and

minus love.  True love will not be manifest unless both of the loves are working together, unless

the giving love and the receiving love come together.  If only the male world existed then there

would be no female world, and the activity of true love never would be manifest.  

What it means to be a man is to have the plus activity that brings man into being as your

content.  To be a woman means to have the female, minus activity as your content, bringing you

into being.  From that you can see that the man must manifest plus love, and the woman must

manifest minus love.

Buddhism, however, further teaches that there are situations in which the plus love must

manifest itself as the minus love.  Likewise Buddhism teaches that there are times when, there

are cases when the minus activity, the minus love must manifest herself as the plus love.  

In any case when true love is manifest man and woman, plus and minus must be acting

simultaneously, together.  When the male, plus activity expands, which is the nature of the plus

activity,  it  does  not  expand  randomly,  or  unconditionally.   It  is  only  possible  for  the  plus,

expansion activity to take place because the minus, contracting activity is simultaneously acting

to receive that expanding.  In order for plus to complete itself as plus he needs minus.  In order

for minus to do the complete minus activity she needs plus.

Without  even knowing that basic principle,  even in our so called culturally  advanced

modern world, there are a lot of religions, there are a lot of people who go strutting and parading

around their ideas of good and evil.  After these thirty seven years here in America I really see

what a bunch of infantile religions there are that are popular here in America.  When it comes to

religion, well, I guess we human beings really need religion.  We cannot exist without religion.

But  these  days  in  America  the  religious  world  seems  to  be  one  that  has  fallen  into  the

kindergarten  world  of  religion,  where  some clever  people  say  a  bunch  of  clever  stuff,  and

through that get fat. 

I guess there is really nothing wrong with it.  I mean there is no reason to go out of your
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way to reject those sorts of religions.  You have to be a child sometime.  You have to be in

kindergarten sometime.  In the process of growing and developing we go through this stage of

recognizing good and evil in a mistaken way.  But if Americans never open their eyes to the true

seeing of equality, then America will end up collapsing.  It is up to you guys to get serious.  In

order to teach peace to this world first you have to clearly open your own eyes.   

Buddhism names the manifestation of the complete self the manifestation of true love,

and also the manifestation of true God.  However, Rinzai goes on to say that when the perfect

self is manifest that manifestation comes into being when you have arrived at the limit of the

human road, the human path.  As you walk along the human road there will, without fail, be a

limit, and at that limit the One Person is manifest.  

But where has that One Person appeared from?  Rinzai is saying that of course The One

Person had an origin.   The One Person appeared  from its  origin,  from its  source,  and then

manifested the result of One Person.  Then we must ask, What about the origin and the result?

Are they the same or different?  The origin will manifest a result, and that state of the result is

the perfect state, the perfect self.  The origin also was the state of perfection.  This is what Rinzai

is talking about.  Rinzai is talking about the place that is the origin and the place that is the result.

So what about you Rinzai?  Where did you come from?  

  The origin is the state in which plus and minus are completely unified with each other.

That origin, that unification of plus and minus, as I told you yesterday breaks apart.  

Of course that condition of the origin is the manifestation of true love.  The manifestation

of true love is the manifestation of the dharmakaya, and in religious terms that is what is meant

by God.  

The state of perfection is the state of true love, is zero.  That means plus and minus have

completely melted into each other.  There is no reason for plus to assert himself as plus, or minus

to assert herself as minus.  There is no reason to seek plus or minus, or reject plus or minus.  

There simply is no "I am" self in the condition of the origin.  That "I am" proclaiming

self who says, "I must find salvation."  Who says, "You are a good person and you are a bad

person" has not appeared yet.  In the condition of the origin the "I am" self is truly gone.  Among
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all of the many different kinds of Zen, in this style of Zen we practice here called Tathagata Zen

we insist that you have to experience the condition of the origin for yourself, but it will never

become an experience of the condition of the origin as long as you are still manifesting an "I am"

self.  In the condition of the origin the "I am" self must be completely gone.  

You all have an "I am."  Tathagata Zen teaches that in order to experience the condition

of the origin your "I am" self must vanish.  When plus and minus become one and manifest zero

the "I am" vanishes.  The "I am" must melt completely into the condition of zero.  The self must

melt completely into the activity of the unification of plus and minus.  You must do the activity

of the origin, you yourself must manifest the zero activity in order to experience it.  

Some people when they hear this osho’s talk think, "There is something not quite right.

There is something weird about this talk."  Those kind of people have been unquestioningly

standing up in their fixated "I am" selves, and those unquestioned, fixated "I am" selves have had

a lot of different so called wisdoms slapped on to them by various scholars, and that is why they

sit there thinking that stupid, trivial, boring stuff they think!  Those kind of people are people

who are stuck in my strainer.  They have not passed through my sifter.  They are stuck, just like a

stone in the sieve of my talk, and they fixate themselves as a stone self.  That is why they cannot

pass through the net.  It is just like not being able to pass a koan.  The ones who cannot pass

through are attached to the stone called "I am," and therefore cannot pass their koan.  Tathagata

Zen demands that  all  of you practice  in such a way that  your stone "I  am" self  is  smashed

completely into flour.  Everyone, having been smashed, can then pass through the sifter, and pass

your koans.  

If you can succeed in being totally  smashed into flour then all  of you can pass your

koans.  Then all of you can pass through the strainer of Tathagata Zen.  Then all of you will lose

your "I am" selves.  That is called the manifestation of the self who has become free from the

self.  

Democracy is fine, and it is perfectly okay to go around saying that we must manifest a

democratic society, but if you get attached to that, and fixate that idea, then you are fixating your

self as that kind of stone.  
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Right now the world has run into a very important time in history.  Communism is also

fine.  Communism talks about equality.  Communism says that everything must be equal.  But if

communism says that even the stones that cannot pass through the sifter are equal to the flour

that did pass through the sifter, then that is a mistaken conception of equality.  

You can become a world leader if you can make the sort of net that both the communists

and  the  believers  in  democracy  will  pass  through  equally.   Really,  both  democracy  and

communism are fine, but the problem is that the leaders of our world completely forget that they

must make their nets ones that both communists and believers in democracy can pass through,

they attach to the stones of democracy and communism,  and so naturally they cause problems

for the world  around them.  

If I talk about this stuff, and do not explain it well enough, then you will misunderstand

it, and it might cause a lot of trouble.  I might end up getting my head chopped off!  So I had

better be careful, and just stop talking about it altogether.  

The teaching of Buddhism says that everything when poured into the true net will come

to the same equal result.  Buddhism says that everything will pass through, and nothing will be

left behind.  

The condition of the origin is the zero condition, is the condition of everything having

passed through the net and everything manifesting perfect equality together.  Buddhism also calls

this the state of emptiness.  

So listen clearly to what Rinzai said after he got up on the high seat!  

Unfortunately I am running out of time again,  but, he goes on and says, "The single

person on the solitary peak has no path by which to leave."  This is just a metaphor, but as an

example, what if you yourselves climb up to the top of a mountain, then there is no more need to

climb,  is  there!?   The  very  top  of  the  mountain,  the  solitary  peak,  that  means  you  have

experienced the very summit of the mountain, and then you don’t have to climb anymore.  That

is the ultimate, the supreme.  That is what "No path to leave" means.  It means there is no further

place to climb up.  It means that because there is no further place to climb up there is no more

need  for  climbing.   When  it  comes  to  climbing  a  mountain  then  a  limit  to  the  activity  of
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mountain climbing will be reached.  It is the same with walking the path of being a human being.

If you walk the road of being a human being you will reach the limit of that road, and not have to

walk anymore.   In exactly this same way, there is also a limit that will inevitably be manifest to

the path we human beings walk on.  When that limit appears then the state of not needing to walk

anymore will also appear. 

This  is  relevant  to  the  koans  you  are  working  on,  so  please  try  this  yourselves!

Understand this well, and do some mountain climbing, and see for yourselves.

When you climb, and you reach the summit, and you don’t have to climb anymore that is

when, without fail, the perfect self is manifest.  That is the Mu self.  The nothingness self.  The

self  with  no  path.   The  self  that  does  not  need  to  climb  anymore.   That  is  the  zero  self!

Inevitably it will be manifest.  When the zero self is manifest where has the "I am" self gone to?  

People who sit around unquestioningly affirming their fixated "I am" selves, and then

speak from that arbitrary, self centered perspective about what they think religion is, or what

they think salvation is, or what they think evil is, those kinds of people have not yet experienced

this Mu self, this zero self, this condition of having no path by which to leave, this condition of

not needing to climb anymore.  

The state of not needing to climb anymore is the manifestation of true love. 
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