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W elcome to Morning Time Explorations: Farms! We are so glad you will be exploring such a 
fun topic with us this month. Here are just a few notes to get you started. 

In Jessica's Book Picks, you will find delightful books that are worthy of adding to your own home 
library. If you can’t, no problem, but if you are wondering which books to buy, these are them. The 
remainder of the book list is open to substitution from your local library or home collection. They are 
suggestions of good books, but make the plans work for you. 

The Do It section are activities for your Morning Time Table, do as many of these as you want to build 
a great experience. Don’t forget the Live Events held twice each month and your audio downloads of 
the memory work selections and song. You can plan what you are going to do on the included 
calendar. 

The Strew It section is for the books and activities that you can leave laying around for your children 
to experience on their own. These activities can be done while you read aloud to them in Morning 
Time or at other times of the day. 

In the last section, For More Exploration, you will find ideas for actives outside of your Morning Time. 
Consider choosing at least one as a celebration of all you have learned and enjoyed about farms. 
Finally, at the end of your explorations be sure to complete the form linked on that final page to be 
mailed your monthly badge (sticker) and explorations poster. 
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Welcome to Morning Time Explorations



 
Jessica’s Book Picks 
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Book List
Nonfiction: 
From Egg to Chicken by Gerald Scrace Legg 
Chicks & Chickens by Gail Gibbons 
Our Animal Friends at Maple Hill Farm  
by Alice Provensen 
The Year At Maple Hill Farm by Alice Provensen 
The Life and Times of the Honeybee by Charles Micucci 
Farm by Elisha Cooper 
Bee: A Peek-Through Picture Book by Britta Teckentrup 
Before We Eat: From Farm to Table by Pat Brisson 
Clarabelle: Making Milk and So Much More  
by Cris Peterson 
The Cow's Girl: The Making of a Real  
by Charlotte Caldwell 
Goats by Quinn M Arnold 
Grant Wood by Mike Venezia 
American Gothic: The Life of Grant Wood by Susan Wood 
My Chickens Lay Eggs by Sherry Crelin 
The Vegetables We Eat by Gail Gibbons 
Pumpkin Circle: The Story of a Garden by George Levenson 
How Big Could Your Pumpkin Grow? by Wendell Minor 

The Year At Maple Hill 
Farm by Alice 

Provensen

Smudge, The Little Lost 
Lamb by James Herriot

“For a good all around 
engaging farm book, this is 
my pick. I love that each 
month has its own section and 
the farm is talked about as a 
whole. There is a bit of gentle 
humor that will make reading 
fun for both you and your 
children. ”

“All of James Herriot's books 
for children are lovely, but this 
one about a little lost lamb is 
perfect for our exploration of 
farm life. It is a calming story 
about a lamb who thinks the 
grass is greener on the other 
side and about two children 
who love him. Consider 
adding the James Herriot's 
Treasury for Children to your 
library as well.”

Fiction: 
Itsy Bitsy and Teeny Weeny  
by Robbyn Smith van Frankenhuyzen 
Tractor Mac Builds a Barn by Billy Steers 
A Crowded Farmhouse Folktale  
by Karen Rostoker-Gruber 
Duck on a Tractor by David Shannon 
Winter on the Farm by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
The Fed-up Cow by Peta Lemon 
The Scarecrow's Hat by Ken Brown 
The Scarecrow by Beth Ferry 
Pumpkin Moonshine by Tasha Tudor 
How Many Seeds in a Pumpkin?  
by Margaret McNamara



 

We Plow the Field and Scatter was originally a German hymn, “Im Anfang war's auf Erden”, written by Matthias 
Claudius in 1782. It was translated to English in the 1860s by Jane M. Campbell. This hymn is typically sung to 
the tune Wir Pflügen composed by Johann A. P. Schulz and published in 1800. In this hymn the same refrain 
follows each verse of text.  

For each week of October focus on learning one portion of this hymn. You can begin by reading the text aloud, 
then sing it along with me each day.  

Try some of the following ideas throughout the month to help the song come alive for your students: 
• Have your students draw what comes to mind after reading that week’s verse.  
• Write the week’s verse on a board with blanks and have students sing and write the missing words.  
• Pass a small ball around to each student and have them sing the next word or phrase of the folk song.  
• Older children can also write the verses of the folk song in their own words or compose a new verse of their 

own. They can also discuss the themes and images of the text. This can be done in view of the individual 
verses or the song as a whole. 

You can find more hymn activities on Monday Music Musings Ep. 8 “5 Ways to Use Folk Songs for Language 
Arts”  

Other versions of this song for your family to compare and enjoy:  

• Piano accompaniment  
• Choral Arrangement  
• The St. Anselm alternate hymn tune 
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We Plow the Field and Scatter 
by Matthias Claudius 

We plow the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand. 
He sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine, 
and soft refreshing rain. 
  
Refrain:  
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heav'n above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 

Song
      

He only is the Maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, 
he gives our daily bread.  
Refrain 

We thank you, then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good: 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food; 
no gifts have we to offer 
for all your love imparts, 
but that which you desire now: 
our humble, thankful hearts! 
Refrain 

http://www.barefootabbey.com/m3
http://www.barefootabbey.com/m3
https://youtu.be/ZZTF7mZPxyg
https://youtu.be/YQ8dEkjmEMg
https://youtu.be/EQHoIJVLTWA
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jf00u4k2ch42dtt/00_We%20Plow%20the%20Fields%20and%20Scatter%20All%20Verses_FINAL.mp3?dl=0
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Activity Level Up
Watch "The Pumpkin" event replay with Joy Cherrick and 
enjoy the nature study lesson.

This one is great for older kids.

Download the Nature Study Hacking Cultivated Crops and 
Weeds sample. Complete the first lesson on clover. If you do 
not have access to clover, there is a photo you can use (along 
with some great information) here.

Watch Tour a Goat Farm. Would you like to farm goats? What 
kind of care do they need? Record what you have learned. 

Play Equipment Engineer. Take a look at the activity sheet. 
Enjoy watching parts of 2019 National Farm Machinery Show 
       Book:Tractor Mac Builds a Barn

Watch Farmland and discuss with 
your older kids.

Watch How Do Honeybees Get Their Jobs? Record what you 
learn in your nature journal.  
       Book: The Life and Times of the Honeybee

Watch the first 21 days of a bee’s life 
here

Read "The Legend of the Three Sisters" Choose another vegetable or 
vegetables and create your own 
legend story about it.

Read the Myth of the Scarecrow. Have fun with Scarecrows 
and learn about textures in art with this fun project.  
       Book: The Scarecrow's Hat by Ken Brown

Watch and discuss the oddities and 
interesting bits of scarecrows from 
ancient times to the modern world

Play "Name that Vegetable"  
       Book: The Vegetables We Eat

Do It

https://plus.pambarnhill.com/nature-study-the-pumpkin/
https://naturestudyhacking.com/product/digital-download-cultivated-crops-weeds-nature-study-hacking/
https://www.shademetals.com/blog/2017/8/23/clover-hard-at-work-on-the-farm
https://youtu.be/WSetIP3mcaY
http://www.myamericanfarm.org/games/equipment-engineer
https://www.agfoundation.org/ag-lit-catalog/view/agricultural-mechanics-master
https://youtu.be/J2cKcWWGkxQ
https://www.amazon.com/Farmland-Brad-Bellah/dp/B00P8FC2C6/ref=tmm_aiv_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://youtu.be/9ePic3dtykk
https://www.ted.com/talks/anand_varma_the_first_21_days_of_a_bee_s_life#t-73191
https://www.oneidaindiannation.com/the-legend-of-the-three-sisters/
https://thestoriedimaginarium.com/2018/09/24/the-myth-of-the-scarecrow/
http://artiswhatiteach.blogspot.com/2010/10/2nd-grade-scarecrow-texture-collage.html
https://modernfarmer.com/2014/05/scarecrow-history-effigy/
https://www.almanac.com/sites/default/files/name-that-veg.pdf
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Strew It
Wooden Chicken Puzzle 

Peaceable Kingdom Count Your Chickens Award Winning Cooperative Counting Game for 
Kids 

Purchase or make a farm play set 

Melissa & Doug Puffy Sticker - Farm 

Boley Farm Animal Figurines 

My American Farm online games 

Professor Noggin's Life on The Farm - Educational Trivia Card Game for Kids 

https://www.amazon.com/Wooden-Layered-Puzzle-Safariology-Educational/dp/B07TSZGGFZ/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=life+cycle+of+a+chicken&qid=1599758293&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Peaceable-Kingdom-Count-Chickens-Board/dp/B004HVKAAS/ref=sr_1_37?dchild=1&keywords=chicken+life+cycle&qid=1599758457&sr=8-37
https://www.amazon.com/Peaceable-Kingdom-Count-Chickens-Board/dp/B004HVKAAS/ref=sr_1_37?dchild=1&keywords=chicken+life+cycle&qid=1599758457&sr=8-37
https://www.etsy.com/market/farm_sensory_bin?ref=rlte_tqd_1
https://www.amazon.com/Melissa-Doug-Puffy-Sticker-Play/dp/B00Y8YOEOM/ref=sr_1_40?dchild=1&keywords=farm+learning+toys&qid=1599760894&sr=8-40
https://www.amazon.com/Boley-15-Piece-Farm-Animal-Playset/dp/B075SQXH38/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=farm+toys&qid=1599760374&sr=8-4
http://www.myamericanfarm.org/games/themes/ag-commodities
https://www.amazon.com/Educational-Trivia-Card-Game-Professor/dp/B00008W75J/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=farm+trivia+game&qid=1599761123&sr=8-1
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

October

“When the Frost 
is on the Punkin” 
Memory Palace 
11 am CDT

Speak in a 
Foreign 
Language … with 
Animals! 
11 am CDT
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