
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Feb. 8 Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

Feb. 10 Special Speaker at Youth Group: 

 Deng Jongkuch, a “Lost Boy”  

 of Sudan 

 

Feb. 13 Moms’ Book Group Begins 

 

Feb. 15-17 

 9th-12th Grade Retreat to  

 Grace Adventures 

 

Feb. 17 Steel Doin’ It Steel Drum Band 

 C.A.S. Concert 

 

Feb. 22-24  

 Marriage Retreat 

 

Feb. 28 Ladies Night Out  

 Sign Making Party 

 

Mar. 6 Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

 

Mar. 10 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

  Youth Sunday 

 

  Organist Daniel Chang in Concert 

 

Mar. 13, 20, 27, April 3 & 10  

 Taize Worship Services &  

 Soup Suppers 

 

April 1 Hillis Scholarship Applications Due 

 

April 14 Palm Sunday 

 

April 21 Easter Sunday 

 

April 26 Youth Auction 
 

Upcoming Events 
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Shrove Tuesday  
 
 

This year, instead of a dinner at church, pick up a pancake kit  
from church and host a Shrove Tuesday dinner in your own home!  
Invite your friends, neighbors, and family (talent show optional)!  

 

We’d love for you to take photos at your dinner  
and post them to #FPCpancakes. 

We will have kits available for you to pick up beginning February 24.  
 

Shrove Tuesday is March 5 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
 

After the frivolity and fun of Shrove Tuesday, it’s time to start the  
introspective journey through Lent to Easter.  

 

Please join us for our Ash Wednesday worship service  
on March 6, at 7:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
Marriage Retreat 

 

Refresh, renew, and strengthen your marriage!  
 
This two-day marriage workshop is offered 
at the beautiful Maranatha Retreat Center 
on Lake Michigan, and is based on the  
internationally acclaimed research of  
Dr. John Gottman. It's specifically designed 
to help couples improve their friendship 
and learn powerful communication and 
conflict management skills.   
 

When: February 22-24, 2019 
Where: Maranatha Conference Center, Norton Shores 

Cost: $170 per couple 
 

To register, go to www.fpgh.org, or pick up  
a registration form in the church office. 

Deadline is February 15. 

Reworked 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Tom Braak, June Lindberg,  

Sue Roper, Carol Winton,  

Evelyn Wood, Gerry VanStratt, and 

our service men and women 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Kathy Alles on the death of her 

mother, Mabell de Jonge, age 107,  

on December 21, 2018. 
 

 to Joan Klaasen on the death of her 

mother, Barbara Stockman, on  

January 7, 2019. A memorial service 

will be held here on May 3, 2019 at 

1:00 p.m. 

  

Thank you:  

“I wish to extend a heartfelt and 

grateful thank you to all those in the 

church community who kept me and 

Mother (Barbara Stockman) in prayers 

over the years, and especially over 

the last few weeks with her passing 

on January 7. I appreciate the won-

derful cards of memories, sympathy 

and care from each of you who sent 

them, and certainly feel the warmth 

of love from those who have extended 

a caring word, hand and heart. Thank 

you, all.” 

- Joan Klaasen 

In Our Church 

 

Blood Drive 
February 8 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, February 8 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

Walk-ins welcome! 
 

Would You Like to... 

 Volunteer to bake cookies for  

Sunday fellowship hour? 

 Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org 
 

• Volunteer to teach or mentor 

youth or children? 

Contact Maddie Lambert (youth) or 

Laura Burns (children): 

616-842-6760 or 

mlambert@fpgh.org 

 lburns@fpgh.org 
 

 Volunteer to help with the 

church grounds/landscaping 

maintenance? 

Contact Dan Coulier: 

616-842-6760 or 

dancoulier@fpgh.org 
 

 Become an Usher or Greeter  

(or sub) Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org 
 

Your help in any of these areas 

is needed and appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month, we publish birthdays 
of our members and friends who  
are no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 
 

Feb. 16 Mary Fullerton 
217 Dewitt Lane, Apt. 320 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

 

 Mar. 11 Flo Sluiter 
 1410 S. Ferry St, D-8 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

 Mar. 12 Barbara Race 
 321 Grand Avenue 

Introducing 

Holy Helping Hands! 
 

Do you…. 
 need a ride to the doctor,  
pharmacy, or church?   

need help with a small problem  
in your house: dripping faucet,  

running toilet, changing a light bulb?   

have a phone and/or computer and 
would like to know how to  
use Facetime, e-mail, etc.?   

 

We have people who can (and 
want to) help!   

 

Call Tom Hammond at  
616-212-0865 

Beanie Babies,  
Candy Bars & Jewelry! 

 

According to our deacons who help 

with Bingo at MediLodge 

at the Shore twice a 

month, those are some  

of the most popular  

Bingo prizes! 
 

If you are cleaning out your cupboards 

and have stuffed 

animals or  

jewelry you 

would like to 

donate, please 

bring them in to 

the church  

office—our prize cabinet is getting 

low! Local stores also often have great 

sales on candy bars, which also make 

terrific Bingo prizes. 
 

Thank you! 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

 

Have You Signed up Yet? 
 

2019 Marriage Retreat  
 

at  
Maranatha Lodge 

February 22-24, 2019 
 

Led by a counselor from the  
Gottman Institute 

Early registration rates end after January 15! 
 

Register Online https://tinyurl.com/yabtgeuj 
 

Deadline: February 15! 

 

This  year has blessed us 
with much more time between  
Christmas and Lent, which gives the 
ministry a chance to hold steady for a 
while before diving into another  
significant church season. I am grate-
ful for a chance to breathe a bit in this 
in-between time. It has been almost a 
month since we said our heartfelt 
goodbyes to Pastor Jill and her family. 
While I miss serving the church with 
Jill, I have been so grateful to see the 
members and staff of the church keep 
engaging in the ministry with a strong 
sense of purpose.  
 
In this in-between time, I invite you  
to pray for the Associate Pastor  
Nominating Committee (APNC). 
They are doing great work and moving 
along very well. I have been with 
them in several of their meetings. It 
has been fun to see the group bond 
together, to have a clear sense of their 
purpose, and to consider who God is 
calling to be with us in the years to 
come. Please keep them in your prayers. 
You’ll also see some guest preachers 
in the coming weeks. I am grateful 
that we have so many people in our 
pews who can lead us in worship and 

who can preach so well. Having them 
preach is a gift because it allows us all 
to hear God’s Word through another 
voice. In February my wife, the Rev. 
Jessica Hauser Brydon, will be 
preaching for her first time at our 
church. I can’t wait for you to hear 
her! 
 
The ministry is humming right along. 
I so enjoy coming to the church on 
Sunday evenings and seeing our 
growing youth group and dedicated 
volunteers. So many of these youth 
have taken on leadership roles in the 
church – on committees, in choir, 
playing music, ushering, and more. 
Our youth are great, and if you don’t 
know any of them, I encourage you to 
get to know them! There is so much 
happening with children’s and young 
families ministries. Just last Sunday, 
the Children’s Ministries Committee 
hosted a lunch after church for families 
with children under five years old. 
We had a couple dozen people there, 
and there are another few dozen who 
weren’t able to attend. That group is 
looking into time for growing together. 
And those are just two examples of all 
the good ministry that is happening 
seemingly every hour of every day.  

For much of 2019, I’m planning to 
preach on texts from the Gospel of 
Luke. Why am I doing this? First, I 
want us to spend time getting to know 
Jesus more fully. Reading about his 
life and ministry is a great way to do 
that. Second, Luke’s gospel is filled 
with details and stories of Jesus that 
aren’t in any of the other gospels. It 
has a clear sense of compassion for 
the poor and marginalized. It challenges 
our assumptions about how the world 
works. So, I invite you to read Luke 
this year. I’ve been reading a chapter 
a day just to steep myself in it. This 
way, I figure I’ll make it through 
Luke’s gospel a half dozen times  
before the year is out. I imagine that 
it’s going to change me to spend so 
much time in it – Lord willing. I hope 
you’ll join me in Luke too. It’s more 
than worth your time.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy 

Each month, the Mission Committee 

collects non-perishable food and 

household goods for different local 

food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

The People Center. Special requests  

are for:  

 Pancake mix  

 Syrup 

 Hot or cold cereal 

 Jam or Jelly 

 Applesauce 
 

Please bring donations to the 

designated spot in the Gathering 

Area. Thank you!  
 

February 
Food Collection 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Tidings article deadline for March 2019 issue: February 18, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

Weekday Classes and 
Groups 

 

Are you looking for an enriching 
class or group to attend during the 
week? Why not try one of these 
classes? 

Women’s Bible Study 
Monday Afternoon, 1-2:30 p.m. 

Reading Dwelling with Philippians 
Contact: Deb Sorensen or Carol Folkert 

Room 16/17 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesday morning 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Exploring the Book of Samuel 
Contact: Hazel Kragt 

Room 16/17 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesday evenings, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Studying the book Life Principles  
by Charles Stanley 
Contact: Ken Clark 
Conference Room 

Thursday Night  
Discussion Group 

Thursday evenings, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Reading The Screwtape Letters  

by C.S. Lewis 
Contact: Bob Day or Jim Kocher 

Room 20 

Sunday Morning  
Growing in Faith  

 

The winter Growing in Faith class 
schedule begins January 20.  
Drop in to any class as your  

schedule allows: 
 

Wired Word  
A weekly study of newsworthy issues  
framed by biblical passages in a manner  
which is respectful and challenging.  

Facilitated by Tim Stoepker 
Room 5 

 

Bible Study 
This ongoing class takes a look at 
Paul’s missionary journeys in the  

Book of Acts.   
Led by Warren Trimble and  
Hal Fitzgerald in Room 3 

 

Voluntary Simplicity 
A 6-week exploration and discussion  
of topics related to simplifying our 
lives in pursuit of spiritual growth,  

environmental sustainability, and as a 
way to increase our sense of joy  
in our day-to-day, hectic lives.  

Led by Eric Snyder and  
Leslie Ver Duin, Room 11 

#Family: 
Creating Sacred Spaces 

#Family is returning for a special  
6-week course about making sacred 
spaces at home.  
 

As parents we can feel overwhelmed 
as we navigate overly-full lives and 
the challenges of parenting. Join 
Melanie Ver Duin as she shares her 
personal journey of creating sacred 
spaces at home. Each week Melanie 
will share a different tool for your 
parenting toolbox, and you’ll receive 
objects and resources to create your 
own sacred space.  
 

Join us in the chapel at 10:00 a.m.  
February 3 thru March 10. 

The Long Reach of Your Giving 
 

Did you know that in addition to supporting 14 local non-profits and missions, 
your giving makes possible extensive mission services in many countries. 
Through per capita donations and our Mission Committee’s direct funding, 
international support from our church includes: 

 Presbytery of Lake Michigan—Latin America disaster relief to Peru,  
Mexico, Colombia and Ecuador for hurricane, flood, and border crises 

 PC(USA)—World Mission support for young adult volunteers, mission 
workers, and speakers 

 Faith in Action in Haiti, water filters in Honduras, and pastoral outreach  
in Belize 

 

As a giving congregation, we reach those widely dispersed in many countries 
who need Christ’s love and support. The Mission Committee represents only a 
small part of our congregation’s total international outreach to the disadvantaged. 
 

Respectfully, 

The FPC Mission Committee    

 

I shall pass through  
this world but once.  

Any good thing therefore 
that I can do, or any  

kindness that I can show  
to any human being,  

let me do it now.  

Let me not defer it or  
neglect it, for I shall  

not pass this way again.  

- Henry Drummond 
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Community Artist & 
Speaker Series 

of First Presbyterian Church  
 

Steel Doin’ It 
Sunday, February 17, 4:00 p.m. 
 

In 2002, Steel 
Doin' It was 
born from a  
community 
education 
class taught 
by Glen  
Miller at Spring Lake High School. 
Although some folks from the original 
group have retired, and others have 
joined, the group is still completely 
composed of Tri-Cities residents. 
Their mission is to have fun, while 
bringing the sounds of the Trinidadian 
steel pan to West Michigan. Attendees 
are encouraged to wear their favorite 
brightly colored Caribbean apparel!   
 
The next C.A.S. event is a concert 
featuring AGO Young Organist  
Daniel Chang on March 10, at 4:00 p.m.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are 
free and open to the public. 

From the Session  

 

News From the January Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis 
of the main points of the last Session meeting. If you would like more  
detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Approved our Declaration of Support for the ministry of the presbytery, 

synod, and denomination 

 Elected the corporate officers of the church—Charlie Parker (president), 
Rick Skodack (secretary), and Anne McLaughlin (treasurer) 

 Elected Carrie Rivette to continue as Clerk of Session 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church.  
Keep us in your prayers. 

From the APNC 

Search Committee  
Updates 

 

Things are progressing nicely for the 
APNC. We have had several good  
interviews with candidates and are  
moving forward with those we feel 
could be a fit at First Pres. This involves 
traveling to see them preach, checking 
references, and considering how we  
introduce them better to our church and 
ministry context. We feel like things  
are going along well, and we ask that 
you pray for our work, as well as for 
those considering if we are a fit for them.   
 

Members of the APNC: 
Kim Beber, Barb Butterworth, Meghan  
Heritage, Keith Konarska, Ron Mass,  
Mark McCloskey, and Maddy Olson 

2019 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to the Presbytery each year for every member of 
our congregation. The amount for this year is $32.20. 
 

Please prayerfully consider paying the per-capita amount for each person in 
your family who is a church member. Thank you! 
 

for FAQs, visit: http://lakemichiganpresbytery.org/faq/per-capita/ 

Let’s Connect! 
 

Stay connected to your church where-
ever you go by downloading the free 
Connect—Our Church Community 
app for iPhone and Android devices. 
Use it to communicate with your 
groups, RSVP to events, manage your 
giving, update profile information, 
and more. It makes it easier for us to 
connect throughout the week, and 
also contains photos and contact  
information for other church members.  
 

You can download the 
app to your phone at the 
iTunes or Google Play 
store. To access Realm 
on your computer, go to onrealm.org. 
You will need to enter your email 
address and a password (request one 
from the church office at 842-6760 or  
staff@fpgh.org). 

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to  
be awarded this spring are now 
available in the church office or on 
the high school page of our website 
(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 
awards scholarships to students 
going on to any type of post high 
school education or training. 
 

 Ministries Scholarship Fund 
grants awards to high school 
students interested in any form  
of Christian ministry education.     

 

Applications are due in the church 
office no later than April 1, 2019.   

In Our Church 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

We’re Halfway There! 
 

Keep saving your D&W 

(and all SpartanNash) 

receipts—we’re half-

way to our goal! 
 

Direct Your Dollars is a 

receipt-based program, 

which means you can help raise mon-

ey simply by shopping at D&W and 

saving your receipts. Once we’ve col-

lected $150,000 in receipts, we can 

those slips of paper into a $1,000 

check for Joyful Noise! 
 

You may bring receipts directly to the 

Joyful Noise office, or drop them off 

in the church office.  

Wednesday, March 13 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at the 
Loutit District Library 

Joyful Noise Christian Childcare is 
holding it’s third annual Pizza and Books event serving underserved  
children in our community! 

The free event will be held at the Loutit District Library and offers free 
books, reading encouragement, and a pizza dinner. 

Joyful Noise is welcoming book donations for this event. If you would like 
to donate, simply drop off new children’s books (ages infant—8 years) to 
the Joyful Noise office, or in the box in the church office. Donations may 
be made until early March. 
 

We’re so excited to share our love of literacy with children in our community! 

Attend a Christian Summer Camp 
Check Out Our Youth Camp Project! 

 

Established by a generous donor, the Youth Camp Project provides the opportunity for all children and youth of area 
Presbyterian churches to attend a Christian summer camp. For only the cost of the registration fee, all students in K-12th 
grades are encouraged to attend one of the following summer camps: 
 

 Grace Adventures in Mears, MI 
 Camp Henry in Newaygo, MI 
 Camp Geneva in Holland, MI 

 
For more information and an application form, contact Children’s Ministries Director, Laura Burns (lburns@fpgh.org), 
or Youth Director, Maddie Lambert (mlambert@fpgh.org). 

 Camp Roger in Rockford, MI 
 Lake Louise in Boyne Falls, MI 
 Camp Greenwood in Gowen, MI  
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Youth Ministries 

Youth Auction Donations Needed! 
 

Mark your calendars for this year’s youth auction on Friday, April 26!  
 

We are currently seeking donations for our annual silent and live auctions. 
Thank you to all who have generously donated in the past. If you need an idea 
of what to donate, some previous auctioned items have been: 

 A day of guided duck hunting 
 Private collection bourbon tasting 
 Week stay in Orange Beach, FL 
 Michigan State home game tickets 
 Coast Guard and Fourth of July Parking  
 Red Wings tickets 
 Works of art 

 

Tickets for the auction are $20, which includes entry into the event at the  
Grand Haven Community Center and a fully catered dinner. A cash bar will be 
available. Tickets for the event can be purchased online at:  
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573 
 

All proceeds go towards youth mission and service projects. This summer we 
are headed to St. Louis!  

Youth Group: 
Save These Dates! 

 

Sunday, Feb. 3: Super Bowl Sunday! 
Come watch the game as a group. 
 

Sunday, Feb. 15-17: High School  
students go to Grace Adventures (no 
youth group on Sunday the 17th). 
 

Sunday, Feb. 24: No youth group, 
but all Youth Sunday participants are 
expected to attend a meeting in  
Fellowship Hall at 5pm. Dinner will 
be provided. 
 

Sunday, March 10: Youth Sunday 
Sunday, March 24: St. Louis Mission 
Trip Permission slips and payment due. 
 

Friday, April 26: Youth Auction at 
the community center beginning at 
5:30 pm. 

Children’s Ministries 

A Fun Day at BAM! 
 

On Sunday, January 20, the 3rd & 4th graders traveled to BAM! for some  
indoor adventures! Thanks to all the chaperones who made this trip possible—
we had a blast! Sunday morning kid's fellowship hour 

is growing!!!  
 

We have moved the recreation room 
downstairs to accommodate the ever-
increasing number of students taking 
part in this fun hour while parents are 
in Growing in Faith classes.  
 

Please drop-off and pick-up between 
10-11 a.m. directly in the recreation 
room on the lower level. (note: 
promptly picking up your children is 
appreciated by child care personnel 
who staff the nursery during the  
11:00 worship service). 

Special Speaker: Deng Jongkuch, a Lost Boy of Sudan 
Sunday, February 10 

 

In 1987, civil war drove an estimated 20,000 young boys from their families and villages in southern Sudan. Most just six 
or seven years old, they fled to Ethiopia to escape death or induction into the northern army. They walked more than a 
thousand miles, half of them dying before reaching Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya. The survivors of this tragic exodus 
became known as the Lost Boys of Sudan. Come and listen to Deng Jongkuch’s story and share about his mission work. 
 

Youth group meets every Sunday from  5:15-7:30 p.m. and includes dinner. 

https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4049573


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

February 2019 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Mom Up 
 

Calling all Moms! 

Join us for our new 
“Moms’ Book Group.” 
Our first book will be 
Mom Up by Kara Kae 
James. This book talks 
about the struggle and 
the blessings of 
parenthood. Some of 

life’s closest friendships have been 
formed in the community of mother-
hood. Please consider joining us on this 
journey— we're stronger together than 
we could ever be apart! 

The group will meet Wednesday  
evenings at 7 p.m. beginning February 
13, and will be facilitate by Laura 
Burns, Director of Children’s Ministries. 

 To sign up, go to our Sign Up Genius 
page:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0444afad2aa1fc1-momupbook 

 

Ladies Night Out 
Join us for a Life Expressions Décor Sign Making Party  

on Thursday, February 28!  
  

All women of the church are invited for a fun night out! 
Stacey Scanlan-Erskin will show us how to make  

beautiful 4x24 wood pallet signs. 

 There are tons of different colors  
and designs to choose from.  

 

Cost is 1 board for $22 or  
3 for $58. 

 

February 28 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

at First Presbyterian Church 
 

Reserve your spot today! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45ABA72BA5FA7-ladys 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444afad2aa1fc1-momupbook?fbclid=IwAR0zbDCMTtS0dGfdE4FpuxT4EzArqaxAx5F0STj0ueVRNMEt6ULoiL_C9p0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444afad2aa1fc1-momupbook?fbclid=IwAR0zbDCMTtS0dGfdE4FpuxT4EzArqaxAx5F0STj0ueVRNMEt6ULoiL_C9p0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45ABA72BA5FA7-ladys?fbclid=IwAR1cSWnO5sUFMAhFoOHmjnRjFb5kANwJ_cPEBIv0qV3-Eybm4yZmiQl4NhQ

