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Confirmed in compliance  
with National Standards for  
U.S. Community Foundations

Established in 1984, the Saginaw Community Foundation (SCF) is a tax-
exempt charitable organization created by and for the people of Saginaw 
County. SCF enables people with philanthropic interests to easily and 
effectively support the issues they care about – immediately, or through 
their wills. Unlike a private foundation, SCF’s assets come from any num-
ber of individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations interested 
in improving the quality of life in our community. These gifts support 
and encourage activities across a range of philanthropic interests: arts, 
health, education, social service, environment, community improvement, 
etc. Unless specified otherwise, money raised in Saginaw County stays in 
Saginaw County to benefit its citizens and communities.
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Our Mission
The Saginaw Community Foundation has one mission: to fulfill donor  
wishes and enable community initiatives  to come to life, now and  
forever. We accomplish our mission by providing strategic leadership 
in our community, growing our endowment, practicing impactful 
grantmaking and stewardship of our resources, human and financial.
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Celebrating  
excellence  
in education

Since awarding our first $500 scholarship in 1987, the Saginaw  
Community Foundation (SCF) has awarded college scholarships to  
area students totaling more than $6.5 million (as of 2019). Each year,  
over 300 individuals benefit from our scholarship awards. 

Our scholarships are very diverse and each funds reflects the individual 
interests and personal philosophies of its donor(s). Some can be used for 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation), 
others are awarded only for undergraduate or graduate studies. Some 
scholarships are restricted to specific areas of study, while others are 
very broad. Some of SCF’s scholarships are need-based, others are based 
solely on merit, and some are a combination of the two. 

Students from across Saginaw County, parts of the State of Michigan, and 
even other parts of the country use SCF scholarships to pursue education 
beyond high school. They come from all walks of life and their back-
grounds may be very different, but they all have one thing in common – 
the desire and the drive to achieve a higher education. 

The scholarships we award each year are made possible because of the 
generosity of our fund donors and their commitment to education. Our 
donors are individuals, families, civic groups and businesses who believe 
in the value of education. To them we extend our deepest appreciation 
as they make the dream of higher education come true.

Interested in establishing  
a scholarship fund?
See the inside back cover to learn how to establish a scholarship  
fund. For additional information, contact Mai Lee, program officer at  
(989) 755-0545 or via email at mai@saginawfoundation.org, or visit  
saginawfoundation.org. Saginaw Community Foundation is ready  
to assist you in meeting your philanthropic interests.
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Jasper Curell was not your typical 16-year-
old. His 4.0 grade point average, young 
college enrollment, 98% national percen-
tile on his PSAT test and an invitation to 
Harvard’s “Future Doctors of America” were 
impressive, but did not define who he was.

 Jasper, although all the above, was known 
for his kind heart, love toward fellow 
humans, generosity, consideration, com-
passion for the underdog, and willingness 
to help anyone. He was positive, upbeat, 
charming, full of charisma and life – an 
example to us all.

No one knew about his hopelessness –  
until he chose to end his life.

 Although a brilliant young man, Jasper 
showed us all the meaning of being a 
humanitarian. He set the bar high and will 
always be remembered for his love and 
service.

 A scholarship in his honor will offer a Swan 
Valley High School student an opportunity 
to advance their future – a future of their 
choosing. The recipient will be someone 
who displays compassion, kindness, service, 
support, and volunteerism as well as some-
one who shows true character despite trou-
bles. After all, grades are not everything.

Against the Odds – 
The Jasper Curell Memorial Scholarship
Established 2019 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Swan Valley High School residing in James,

Saginaw, or Thomas Township  Part- or full-time enrollment (part-time enrollment only if 

employed)  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Techincal Education (CTE) training

(skilled trade/vocation)  Financial need

 
 
 

Dan Alcock has been a tremendous asset to 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for his entire career until his pass-
ing in Feb. 2018. Dan’s intelligence in the 
electrical trade, his never-ending ambition, 
and his selfless spirit made him a mentor for 
many. Dan and his wife Linda were married 

for 41 years and proudly raised three chil-
dren – all of whom acquired Dan’s admira-
ble work ethic and motivation to help serve 
the community as he did. Dan would have 
wanted nothing more than to assist others 
in the pursuit of making a better living for 
themselves as he did.  

Daniel J. Alcock Scholarship
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Membership requirement: current or 

retired member (parent, grandparent, or legal guardian) of IBEW 557  Part- or full-time enrollment 
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Reverend William Desmond Aldridge, the 
second oldest of five children, was born 
May 1, 1927 in Europa, Mississippi. Reverend 
Aldridge was called to the ministry in 1944 
at the age of 17. He completed three years of 
study at Rusk College before accepting his 
first pastorship in 1948. Reverend Aldridge 
was named pastor of Christ Community 
Church on Easter Sunday in 1954, making 
him one of the longest serving pastors in 
Saginaw County.

Reverend Aldridge taught in the Buena Vista 
School District for nearly 10 years and has 
always placed a high priority on encouraging 
youth to seek academic excellence. Mary 
Viola “Jean” Aldridge, his wife of 50 years, 
was a teacher in the Buena Vista School 
District as well. 

Reverend Aldridge also worked at the  
General Motors Malleable Iron Plant and 
retired in 1981 after 28 years of service.

Rev. William D. Aldridge
Established 1991 • Awarded to date: $5,400.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Applicant, parent or legal guardian must be a current member of Christ  

Community Church  High school senior pursuing undergraduate studies or Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Full-time enrollment

 

Alpha Delta Kappa is an international hon-
orary organization of women educators who 
are dedicated to educational excellence, 
altruism, and world understanding. More 
than 29,000 women around the world have 
discovered the opportunities for profession-
al, as well as, personal growth and for col-
lectively channeling their energies toward 
the good of their schools and communities.

The Saginaw Alpha Sigma Chapter was 
chartered in 1963. This scholarship was 
established in 2018 as a lasting legacy of the 
many women in the Saginaw area who have 
devoted their lives to continuing education-
al excellence. The purpose of this scholar-
ship is to encourage and prepare students 
for a career in education.

Alpha Sigma Chapter,  
Alpha Delta Kappa, Inc. Scholarship
Established 2019 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County Resident  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in education 
High school senior or current undergraduate student  Full-time enrollment 
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Frank N. Andersen Memorial Scholarships 
are given in memory of longtime Saginaw 
philanthropist, Frank N. Andersen. As a 
community benefactor, Mr. Andersen was 
responsible for many projects that enhance 
the quality of life in the Saginaw area. 

Mr. Andersen built his sand, gravel and 
ready mix companies into a very successful 
business without the benefit of a formal 

education. He was only 12 when his widowed 
mother’s death forced him to drop out of 
school to support himself. 

His determination to succeed and his 
willingness to work long hours at stren-
uous jobs, such as shoveling coal, led to 
his ultimate success and helped shape his 
philosophy of helping others.

Frank N. Andersen Memorial
Established 1997 • Awarded to date: $961,609.74

QUALIFICATIONS
Minimum 2.75 GPA for a Saginaw County high school senior  Minimum 2.5 GPA for an 

undergraduate college student  Saginaw County resident pursuing an undergraduate degree with

full-time enrollment  Preference to students attending a Michigan school

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  Pursuing 

undergraduate studies or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

in early childhood development or elementary education  Part-time enrollment is acceptable,

although preference will be given to students enrolled full-time  Former participants/parents/

employees of Saginaw County Head Start programs may be given special preference

The Saginaw County Child Development 
Centers, Inc. (1967-1998) was a pioneer in 
early childhood education. As an innovator 
of several ground-breaking projects for 
preschoolers and their parents, the agency 
successfully operated many programs, 
including Head Start.

As a legacy to continue such endeavors, the 
Board of Directors established the Nels An-
dersen Scholarship in recognition of one of 
the founding fathers of the Saginaw County 
Child Development Centers (SCCDC). Under 
Mr. Andersen’s devoted direction, the agency 
grew to serve nearly 1,000 children, with 16 
child care centers throughout Saginaw County 
and a staff of more than 150 employees.

Prior to his work with SCCDC, Mr. Andersen 
spent his career in Christian education and 
ministry. He earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree from George Williams College and 
his Master of Arts in education and religious 
education from New York University. He 
attended Oberlin College and began work 
toward his Ph.D. at Columbia University and 
Union Theological Seminary in New York. 
In 1976, he was a delegate to the Michigan 
White House Conference on Handicapped 
Children.

Nels Andersen
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $20,250.00
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The Nick Andros Music Scholarship was 
established by his family and friends in 
remembrance of the creative energy and 
passion for living that embodied the too-
short life of this talented individual. 

Nick graduated from Heritage High School 
in 1990 and went on to earn a philosophy 
degree from Western Michigan University. 
Nick’s charismatic personality made him 
welcome and loved in many different circles. 
Growing up, he was an avid athlete, excelling 
at baseball, basketball, soccer and tennis. 
However, he found his true identity in the 
world of music.

Nick burst onto the Saginaw music scene 
with his first band, The Garden Grey, and 

discovered that his greatest talent was en-
tertaining people. His charisma and vitality 
drew people in every time he took the stage. 
In a span of ten years, he developed his 
skills in playing guitar and composing songs. 
In February of 2001, Nick’s band, Poke, 
released Absent, a CD featuring 10 songs, 
all of which were written or co-written by 
Nick. For these efforts, he was named “Best 
Songwriter” in the Review Magazine’s 2001 
Music Awards.

As a friend, Nick was loyal and supportive; as 
a family member, loving and generous; and 
as a musician, gifted and dedicated. Through 
this scholarship, he and his work will always 
be remembered.

Nick Andros Music
Established 2003 • Awarded to date: $18,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.0 GPA  High school senior attending a Saginaw County high school  Full-time 

enrollment pursuing an undergraduate degree  Music audition recording required

 

The 30th class reunion committee for 
the class of 1981 had a dream to endow a 
scholarship for the graduates of AHHS. The 
vision for the scholarship grew to endow a 
scholarship larger than what one graduating 
class might be able to endow, and to fund 
more than one or two scholarships for one 
year of the recipient’s education.

The Arthur Hill High School Scholarship’s 
goal is to provide every graduate who has  
 

demonstrated purposeful community 
involvement with a scholarship which could 
be renewed for up to three years beyond the 
first year of receiving the award.

This scholarship is open to graduating 
students pursuing all fields of education and 
training through an accredited program.

Arthur Hill High School
Established 2011 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School  Part- or full-time 

enrollment  Community involvement  Pursuing an associate degree, undergraduate degree,

graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school seniors residing in Saginaw County  Part- or full-

time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation)  Financial need   

Pastor Roosevelt Austin’s commitment to 
his family and community has been evident 
for more than six decades throughout the 
Saginaw Community. To start, he pastored 
the historic Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
for 44 years.

The Rev. Dr. Roosevelt and Dr. Nurame Aus-
tin, Sr. Scholarship has been established to 
honor his tireless dedication to his church, 
his community, and to young people.

Born and raised in Opelousa, Louisiana, 
Pastor Austin married his high school 
sweetheart, Nurame, in 1950. They moved 
to Saginaw in 1953 where they raised their 
three children, Roosevelt II, Dona, and 
David. Dr. Nurame Austin, a social worker, 
shares her husband’s passion for the church 
and served at both the national and state 
levels of the National Baptist Convention, 
Inc., teaching in its Ministers Wives Division. 
She also served as church organist, retiring 
after 47 years.

Pastor Austin attended Southern Univer-
sity, A&M College, Moody Bible Institute 
and Detroit Bible College before receiving 
his Bachelor of Theology from McKinley 
Roosevelt College. He later received his 
Master of Theology from Ohio Christian 
College in Columbus, Ohio and his Doctor 
of Divinity Degree from American Divinity 
School in Chicago. He received an Honorary 
Doctorate Degree from Saginaw Valley in 
the mid-1990s.

Characterized as a “people person” by his 
wife, Pastor Austin’s impact has been felt 
throughout the community’s corporate, re-
ligious and nonprofit sectors. He has served 
as the vice president of the Clergy Coalition 
Against Crack Cocaine, religious commenta-
tor for WKNX radio, former City Councilman 
for the City of Saginaw, Honorary Chair of 
Delta College’s “A Possible Dream Schol-
arship”, and as board member of Citizens 
Bank, Habitat of Saginaw, the Commission 
on Quality of Education for all Children, 
the Opportunities Industrialization Center 
of Metropolitan Saginaw, and the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People.

In honor of his many accomplishments and 
contributions to the city of Saginaw, the 
Saginaw City Council in February 2018 ap-
proved the renaming Saginaw’s 2nd Street 
to Reverend Roosevelt Austin Avenue, 
marking the first time in the history of the 
city that a street was renamed for a living 
individual.

With respect to living a purposeful life, 
Pastor Austin has consistently advocated 
two principles.  The first is that the authority 
for the children of God is the Word of God. 
The second is his firm belief in the power 
of education and/or training (“Something 
under your belt, something in your head, to 
allow you to make it in this technological, 
increasingly more complex world”), in order to 
be a productive citizen in this society.

Rev. Dr. Roosevelt and  
Dr. Nurame Austin, Sr. Scholarship
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or enrolled college student   

Full-time enrollment pursuing an undergraduate degree in environmental sciences 

The Balcueva Family Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 1998 in memory of the four 
young sons – Eddie, Randy, Brad and Rick –  
Edgar and Mary Jane Balcueva have lost to  
a rare congenital heart defect. The entire Bal-
cueva family grew up enjoying the outdoors 
and loved camping as a family. Environmen-
tally conscious, the Balcueva children were 
recycling long before anyone else.

The Balcueva Family Memorial Scholarship 
is designed to support the family’s environ-
mental interests by providing financial as-
sistance to students interested in preserving 
our land, air and water, while serving as a 
lasting tribute to the Balcueva boys.

Balcueva Family Memorial
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $45,500.00

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

High school senior/college student who spent his/her senior year and at least one additional

year in the high school math/science program at SASA  Full-time enrollment pursuing an

undergraduate degree or graduate degree in science, engineering, or science education 

The Gary K. Barker Science Scholarship was 
created for talented science students to pur-
sue college studies in science, engineering or 
science education.

In 2001, Gary K. Barker retired after  
36 years of teaching science in public 
schools in Michigan and Ohio. 32 of those 
years were spent in the Saginaw Public 
Schools – 13 years at Arthur Hill High 
School and 19 years at the Saginaw Arts and 
Sciences Academy (SASA), formerly known 
as the Center for Arts and Sciences (CAS).

Mr. Barker developed one of the first courses 
in biotechnology for high school students in 
Michigan. He was the supervising teacher 
for several Michigan State Science Fair 
champions and had more than a dozen 
Grand Award winners at the International 
Science and Engineering Fair over a 16-year 
period. 

Mr. Barker received the Excellence in 
Teaching Award from the Saginaw Board of 
Education in 1994 and was a finalist for the 
Michigan Science Teacher of the Year in 1989.

Gary K. Barker Science
Established 2001 • Awarded to date: $6,875.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.0 GPA  High school senior  Resident of Saginaw, Bay or Midland counties  Applicant,

parent or legal guardian must be a current member of the Saginaw NAACP Branch  Full-time

enrollment pursuing an undergraduate degree, Career and Technical Education (CTE) training 

(skilled trade/vocation), or two-year degree

Bernice Barlow, born Bernice Lowery, was 
the oldest of James and Estelle Lowery’s 
ten children. She graduated from Saginaw 
High School in 1945 and holds an M.A. 
from Michigan State University. Ms. Barlow 
taught at Potter Elementary and Merrill 
Park Elementary schools before retiring 
from Jerome Elementary in 1996, after 32 
years of teaching.

Ms. Barlow became active in the NAACP at 
a very young age. She served as assistant 
secretary and secretary before becoming 
president in 1968. She held the presidency 
for 30 years before stepping down in 1998. 
Ms. Barlow participated in the March on 
Washington in 1963 and the Poor People 
March in 1968. She also attended the  
funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Bernice Barlow NAACP
Established 1994 • Awarded to date: $11,000.00

 

The Gary R. Bierlein Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 1989 in memory of Sagi-
naw businessman Gary R. Bierlein, who was 
tragically killed in an airplane crash. Schol-
arships of $1,500 are awarded to students at-
tending Saginaw Valley State University who 
are involved in extracurricular activities both 
in their schools and in their communities. 

Close friends of Gary established the schol-
arship in his honor. “Outside involvement is 
something Gary always found important,” 
his wife, Patricia Bierlein, said. “He felt a 
sense of dedication to the community and 
was grateful for what the community gave 
him.” A lifelong resident of Saginaw, Gary 
Bierlein also attended Saginaw Valley State 
University.

Gary R. Bierlein Memorial
Established 1994 • Awarded to date: $46,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Attending Saginaw Valley State University pursuing an undergraduate

degree  High school seniors residing in Bay, Midland or Saginaw counties (residency is waived

for current college students)  Proven leadership skills  Involvement in community and school

organizations
 

 

 

 
 
 



SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY  11 

Individuals like Pat Brady only come around 
every so often.

He was an exceptional athlete, a valuable 
coach, and a caring teacher and counselor. 
If you’re lucky enough to call Pat Brady a 
friend, you have a friend for life.

In June 2018, the Saginaw County Sports 
Hall of Fame’s board of directors unani-
mously voted to honor Brady by providing 
a scholarship in his name. The Pat Brady 
Community Service Scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving student-athlete 
from Saginaw County who unselfishly gave 
back to the community while participating 
in athletics and excelling in the classroom.

The scholarship will be awarded annually to 
a college-bound male or female.

Brady attended St. Andrew High School in 
Saginaw where he was a three-sport stand-

out and a high school All-American in foot-
ball. He played on the Bulldogs’ undefeated 
football teams in 1947, 1948 and 1949.

He received full scholarship offers in football 
from Notre Dame, Michigan State, South 
Carolina, and Arizona State. Brady would 
play freshmen football at Michigan State  
before serving in the United States Navy 
from 1951-55. He would go on to excel in 
both football and baseball at Alma College.

Brady spent 30 years in secondary educa-
tion as a teacher, assistant principal, princi-
pal, coach (football, baseball, and golf) and 
athletic director. He is one of the founding 
members of the Saginaw County Sports 
Hall of Fame and stepped down in 2017 to 
spend more time with his family in northern 
Michigan.

Pat Brady Community Service Scholarship
Established 2018 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior residing in Saginaw County attending any

Saginaw County High School  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Must participate in high school athletics

Full-time enrollment 

Biography to come.

Marvin and Janice Brandle
Established 2019 • Awarded to date: $6,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Resident of Saginaw County  Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing an 

undergraduate or graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/

vocational)  Financial need  
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The Pama Brantley-Phillips Scholarship, 
established in 2001, is dedicated to Pama’s 
memory and serves as a lasting testimonial. 

Pama was a special education teacher and 
a physically or otherwise health-impaired 
teacher consultant for 23 years. She was 
known among her peers for her innovative 
ideas and her ability to implement those 
ideas and see them come to pass. 

Pama expressed a deep love of God, family, 
friends and her students. It is in the spirit of  
 

that love, which she gave so generously to all 
she came in contact with, that this scholar-
ship was established.

Pama received her Bachelor of Science 
degree from Western Michigan University 
and her Master of Arts degree from Saginaw 
Valley State University. 

This scholarship is intended to benefit a 
student from the Great Lakes Bay Region 
pursuing a degree in special education.

Pama Brantley-Phillips
Established 2001 • Awarded to date: $6,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  High school senior pursuing an undergraduate degree in special education  
Resident of Saginaw, Bay, or Midland counties  Full-time enrollment 

The Bridge to College Scholarship is a 
chance for past college advisors at Saginaw 
High School to give back to the school that 
gave so much to them. Through this  
scholarship, we hope to encourage the 

mindset that going to college is not just a 
means for getting out of your community, 
but a path towards being in a position to give 
back.

The Bridge to College Scholarship
Established 2014 • Awarded to date: $1,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Current Saginaw High School senior or Saginaw High School graduate currently enrolled in

college  No GPA requirements  Must plan on or be enrolled full- or part-time at a two- or four-

year college or university  Must demonstrate financial need

 
 
 

The Bridgeport Days Festival Committee 
was established in 2006 for the purpose 
of hosting an annual community festival. 
The all-volunteer group made a significant 
personal time commitment to ensure a suc-
cessful event. All committee members had 
a long history of community involvement.  

Proceeds from the annual festival were giv-
en back to Bridgeport non-profit organiza-
tions and the Bridgeport-Spaulding school 
system. In 2017, the committee disbanded. 
To continue the committee’s legacy of 
giving back, an endowed scholarship fund 
was established to provide an annual $500 
scholarship to a Bridgeport High School 
graduating senior.

Bridgeport Days Festival Scholarship
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating senior from Bridgeport High School  Part- or full-time enrollment 
Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation)   
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Biography to come.

Charles F. and Edith E. Brunkow Memorial
Established 2013 • Awarded to date: $15,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.0 GPA  Buena Vista Charter Township resident  Pursuing an undergraduate or

graduate degree  Pursuing Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) 
Part- or full-time enrollment

 

Biography to come.

Buena Vista School District Student Activity 
Scholarship Fund
Established 2019 • Awarded to date: $6,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS TO COME
 

 

 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LAW SCHOLARSHIP 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Full-time enrollment  High school senior  Resident of Saginaw County  
Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in law or paralegal at any Michigan college 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Full-time enrollment  High school senior  Resident of Saginaw County  
Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in music, music therapy, music performance, or

music education at any Michigan college 

Thomas (Tom) D. Burkhart was born in 
Gladwin, Michigan, son of the late Gwen 
and Orval Burkhart. He attended Gladwin 
High School, Central Michigan University 
and University of Detroit Law School. He 
was admitted to the Michigan Bar as an 
attorney on July 10, 1979 and to the Court of 
Appeals Sixth Circuit on December 11, 1981. 
He was a law clerk in the Court of Appeals 
and practiced law with the firms of Burns & 
Burkhart; Burkhart, Tiderington & Loeffler; 
and Burkhart, Tiderington, McLeod & Picard. 
Tom found practicing law his true passion 
in life.

Tom had served as the associate editor of 
urban law, on many local family law com-
mittees and on the Board of Directors of the 
former Germania Club. He was a member 
of Maple Hill Golf Club and the State Bar of 
Michigan.

Tom was a “forever 60s” renaissance man. 
He enjoyed rock ‘n roll, jazz and the blues. 
Playing his “GOLD TOP” guitar most eve-
nings put a smile on his face. He was known 
as a stoic golfer … a man who could recite 
all of the rules and made sure his “group” 
always played by them.

Thomas Burkhart Scholarships
Established 2014 • Awarded to date: $11,000.00 
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TEAM ONE CREDIT UNION

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.7 GPA  Applicant must be a current member of Team One Credit Union  Applicant

must reside within the same county that their Team One Credit Union membership is registered 

in  High school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate, academic degree  Full-time enrollment 

Team One Credit Union established the 
Earnest “Ernie” Burnell Scholarship in 2018 
in memory of Ernie Burnell. Ernie was a 
member of Team One Credit Union for over 
35 years and served on Team One’s Board 
of Directors from 1999-2018. He began his 

career in 1965 in Buena Vista as a teacher 
and retired in 1997 as a school administrator 
with Saginaw Public Schools. Mr. Burnell 
was very active in the community, was a 
lifelong learner, and a strong advocate for 
teachers and students.

Earnest “Ernie” Burnell Scholarship
Established 2018 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident and high school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate

degree in education or human services  Full-time enrollment, unless special circumstances dictate

part-time enrollment  African American student  Demonstrated community service

The CAC/Robert L. Viera Community  
Service Scholarship, established in 1998, 
is given to assist high school seniors who 
will be attending an accredited institution 
of higher learning on a full-time basis and 
who demonstrate financial need. The donor, 
Community Action Committee, Inc. (CAC), 
recognizes there may be students who, due 
to special circumstances, can attend college 
only part-time. These special circumstances 
might include such things as employment, 

medical disability or the demands of single 
parenting. All special circumstances will be 
given due consideration.

The CAC/Robert L. Viera Community Service 
Scholarship is dedicated to, and is a lasting 
tribute to Robert Viera, who provided 
leadership on behalf of minorities and the 
low-income community

CAC/Robert L. Viera Community Service
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $7,223.11
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior from any public, private or parochial school in 

Saginaw Township, Thomas Township or Tittabawassee Township  Pursuing an undergraduate, 

associate or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Part- or full-

time enrollment 

The Can-Amera Games started in 1972 as 
an international goodwill sporting com-
petition between Saginaw Township and 
Galt, Ontario. The games were centered on 
friendly competition in a variety of sports for 
youth ages 9-18. As the years progressed, the 
games expanded to include other townships 
in Saginaw County, as well as those commu-
nities, including Galt, that joined together 
to become the city of Cambridge, Ontario.  
The Can-Amera Games were the efforts of 
an all-volunteer organization that worked 
year-round to ensure that the games would 

be successful in meeting the purpose of this 
friendly international competition. Can- 
Amera Games ended in 2006 at the  
completion of the 35th annual event.

All past board members, volunteers and 
athletes would like to honor a deserving 
high school senior who best represents 
the spirit of competition, sportsmanship, 
friendship and community involvement 
with the Can-Amera Scholarship as a way 
to symbolize the spirit and memory of the 
Can-Amera Games.

Can-Amera Games
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $2,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS TO COME 

Biography to come.

Case Family Scholarship 
Established 2006 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Carrollton High School senior  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate

degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

The Carrollton Public Schools’ Board  
of Education established the Carrollton 
Education Foundation Fund at the Saginaw 
Community Foundation in 1997 to help im-
prove the quality of public education in the 
Carrollton community. It accomplishes this 
by providing a permanent source of funding 

for scholarships and educational programs 
outside of basic school programs. Carrollton 
community members play an important 
role in the Carrollton Education Foundation 
by making donations and serving on its 
governing board.

Carrollton Education Foundation –  
Carrollton Community
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $39,606.00*

 
 

*Total includes amounts awarded under the Carrollton Education Foundation Carrollton Community, Nancy Wilma 
Dalton, Max Fisher Memorial, Nancy Hirshman Academic Excellence and Morley Foundation scholarships.
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Nancy W. Dalton has been a faithful and 
dedicated board of trustee member for 
Carrollton Education Foundation (CEF) from 
its inception. Prior to the CEF, Nancy worked 
with “Carrollton community scholarships.” 
Nancy has served as the Carrollton Education 
Foundation treasurer since 1986 and has 
done a fantastic and accurate job each year.

She is a community volunteer, paying-it- 
forward, by giving her time, effort and her 

talent to make a difference in the life of 
others, her community, her school district 
(Carrollton), her church (St. John Baptist 
Church), as well as within Saginaw County.

Nancy’s commitment to Carrollton Edu-
cation Foundation is that Carrollton High 
School Graduates receive a scholarship 
upon graduating, to help them financially in 
furthering their education.

Carrollton Education Foundation – 
Nancy Wilma Dalton
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $39,606.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 

Carrollton High School senior  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate

degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

Max Fisher was a long time resident of 
Carrollton where he and his wife Caroline 
raised four children; Cheryl, Mark, Craig 
and Michelle, all of whom graduated from 
Carrollton High School.

Max believed strongly in the promise of 
youth and the life-long advantages a good 
education would afford. This was apparent 
in his 33-year career with the YMCA of Sagi-
naw and those organizations with which he 
was involved. Max was a past president of 
the Carrollton Athletic Association and the 
Carrollton Lions Club and, after retirement, 
was a volunteer with the HOSTS program 
at Carrollton Elementary School, where 
he helped students improve their reading 
skills. He also was an official for SVSU track.

Max belonged to Carrollton VFW Post 1859, 
the Elf Khurafeh Shrine, where he was a 
member of the Shrine Circus Club and the 
Arab Patrol. He also was a former member 
of the Noon Optimist Club and the chairman 
of the Carrollton Bicentennial Committee. 
Additionally, he initiated the development 
of the work release program between the 
YMCA of Saginaw and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections.

It is the hope of the Fisher family that the  
recipient of the Max Fisher Scholarship 
recognizes the value of community  
involvement and the importance of service 
to others.

Carrollton Education Foundation – 
Max Fisher Memorial
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $39,606.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 

Carrollton High School senior  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate

degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

 
 

*Total includes amounts awarded under the Carrollton Education Foundation Carrollton Community, Nancy Wilma 
Dalton, Max Fisher Memorial, Nancy Hirshman Academic Excellence and Morley Foundation scholarships.
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Nancy Hirshman taught in Carrollton Public 
Schools for thirty years until she lost a battle 
with cancer on April 14, 1998. Nancy earned 
a Bachelors Degree from Michigan State 
University and taught home economics. In 
1989, Carrollton Superintendent Paul Novak 
nominated Nancy Hirshman for “Home Eco-
nomics Teacher of the Year.” In the nomina-
tion, Nancy was recognized not only for her 
teaching skills, but also for being a volunteer 
advisor to “Students Against Driving Drunk” 
(SADD) group.

Nancy was a resourceful leader in the school 
improvement process. “Her willingness to 
get involved in activities such as this is a ma-
jor factor in the success of Carrollton High 
School,” said Dr. Novak. Her principal, Mr. 
David Pawley, wrote to Nancy in 1989.

To honor Nancy Hirshman, her colleagues 
established the Nancy Hirshman Academic 
Excellence Scholarship to support and 
encourage future college experiences for 
Carrollton High School graduates.

Carrollton Education Foundation –  
Nancy Hirshman Academic Excellence
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $39,606.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 

Carrollton High School senior  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate degree or Career and

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Full-time enrollment  One award to a

female student and one to a male student

QUALIFICATIONS 

Carrollton High School senior  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate

degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Athletic 

participation 

The Carrollton Public School’s Board of Edu-
cation established the Carrollton Education 
Foundation Fund at the Saginaw Commu-
nity Foundation in 1997 to help improve the 
quality of public education in the Carrollton 
community. It accomplishes this by provid-
ing a permanent source of funding for  

scholarships and educational programs 
outside of basic school programs. Carrollton 
community members play an important 
role in the Carrollton Education Foundation 
by making donations and serving on its 
governing board.

Carrollton Education Foundation – 
Morley Foundation
Established 1997 • Awarded to date: $39,606.00*

 

*Total includes amounts awarded under the Carrollton Education Foundation Carrollton Community, Nancy Wilma 
Dalton, Max Fisher Memorial, Nancy Hirshman Academic Excellence and Morley Foundation scholarships.
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA for high school student, minimum 2.5 GPA for college student  High school

senior or college student  Resident of Michigan  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career

and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Attending an accredited college,

trade or Career and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/vocation) school  Part- or full-time

enrollment

The International Union, United Automo-
bile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement 
Workers of America (UAW) is one of the 
largest and most diverse unions in North 
America and is committed to improving the 
lives of working men and women around the 
globe. Here in Saginaw, Amalgamated UAW 
Local 668 proudly represents the hourly 
employees at the General Motors Saginaw 
Metal Casting Operations plant and the 
Knight Facilities Maintenance Group at the 
same facility.

Our commitment is unwavering to the 
education of the youth of this country. The 
success of our middle class is directly depen-
dent on education which provides the skills 
required to compete in a global economy.

Anthony Mann 
President

LaToya Redeemer 
Vice President

Bobbie Putnam 
Recording Secretary

Lisa Mora Jackson 
Financial Secretary/Treasurer

Bill Savage 
Bargaining Chairman, Unit #1

Derrick L. Akins, Sr. 
Bargaining Chairman, Unit #2

Casting Your Future – UAW Local 668
Established 2004 • Awarded to date: $14,500.00

Local 668

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Pursuing an associate, undergraduate, graduate, or Career and Technical

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree in tourism or hospitality  Part- or

full-time enrollment at a Michigan college or university that has a tourism/hospitality 

program  Michigan resident

Circle Michigan was the first statewide 
organization, developed in 1981, dedicated to 
promoting packaged group travel. It remains 
the longest running statewide Destination 
Marketing Organization in the United States.

Circle Michigan’s purpose is to create an 
identity for Michigan as a prime destination 
for group travel – regionally, nationally and 
internationally. Among the organization’s 
benefits, members receive hundreds of 
group tour leads and opportunities to 
participate in numerous sales and network-
ing programs. 

As a member-driven organization, Circle  
Michigan began with just a handful of 
members. Today, Circle Michigan has grown 
to include among their membership 
countless convention and visitor bureaus, 
attractions, and hotels throughout our Great 
Lakes State. For more information on Circle 
Michigan, visit: circlemichigan.com

Mission Statement: Circle Michigan is a 
membership organization dedicated to the 
growth and marketing of packaged travel 
and tourism in Michigan

Circle Michigan Foundation
Established 2012 • Awarded to date: $1,500.00
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Biography to come.

Cody and Zach Skilled Trades Scholarship 
Established 2018 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduates of Merrill High School (1st preference), other high schools in the Great Lakes Bay Region

(2nd preference)  Pursuing an education in Career and Techincal Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation)  Part- or full-time enrollment  

Established by Dr. and Mrs. Andrew  
H. Cohen, the Cohen Leadership Scholarship 
will be presented annually to a Heritage 
High School graduating senior. The recipient 
must understand what leadership means 
and demonstrate leadership with his/her 
peers in school, in the community and with 
family and be poised to continue to lead in 
the future.  

Applicants are considered based upon 
demonstrated leadership ability, involve-
ment in work, school and community, as 
well as honors earned throughout their high 
school career. In addition, an essay about 
future goals will be required.

Cohen Leadership
Established 2013 • Awarded to date: $3,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Heritage High School graduating senior  Resident of Saginaw Township  
Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate degree 

Raised by his grandparents, Donald Stuart 
Corsaut was a longtime employee at the 
Delphi/GM Foundry who found great plea-
sure in his work. 

Described by his friends as a brilliant and 
generous man, Donald enjoyed working 
with his hands and wanted to help someone 

whom everyone else thought did not have a 
chance. His heart was in helping the under-
dog succeed. 

The Donald Stuart Corsaut Memorial Schol-
arship was established as an enduring legacy 
to a special man and his dream of taking a 
chance on someone with a special spark.

Donald Stuart Corsaut Memorial
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $5,175.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Cumulative GPA between 2.5 – 3.0  Saginaw County resident  Attending an accredited school 

or Career and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/vocation) education program  Preference

may be given to a student studying machine tool operations, industrial supervision, skilled trades

or mechanical design technology  Pursuing an undergraduate degree, Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) (skilled trade/vocation) certification, or journeyman’s card  Part- or full-time

enrollment 
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Larry was born on June 13, 1925, in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada but has lived in Saginaw 
for six decades. Larry served in the Cana-
dian Navy as a radio telegrapher and then 
attended McGill University in Montreal. 
After arriving in Saginaw, Larry worked for 
45 years in the hospitality business as owner 
and operator of Larry’s Lounge in downtown 
Saginaw. He retired in 2002.

Larry was elected to the Saginaw Charter 
Commission in November 2004 but resigned 
in 2005 to run for a seat on the Saginaw City 
Council. Larry was elected that year and has 
served until he resigned in 2016. During his 
time on city council, Larry was appointed 
Mayor Pro Tem from 2007-16. At the time 
of Larry’s resignation, he was also serving 

on the Saginaw Downtown Development 
Authority, Downtown Saginaw Association, 
and the Planning Commission. He was 
instrumental in bringing Ontario Hockey 
League (OHL) hockey to Saginaw in 2002 
and worked as a supporter of various minor 
league hockey teams in Saginaw since the 
1970s. An avid hockey player himself, he 
played in three Senior Olympic Games and 
skated until the age of 88.

This scholarship hopes to support a young 
person’s higher education whose goal is to 
serve the public with the same generosity, 
optimism, and integrity exemplified by  
Larry A. Coulouris.

Larry A. Coulouris Memorial Scholarship 
Established 2017 • Awarded to date: $2,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.5 GPA  Graduating seniors of Swan Valley High School, Arthur Hill High School, and

Heritage High School  Resident of Saginaw County  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree in business, public administration, or entrepreneurial studies  Attending

Michigan college or university  Two-year playing hockey and varsity letter   

Clifford E. Davis, former Principal of Saginaw 
High School, Webber Middle School and the 
Ruben Daniels Lifelong Learning Center in 
Saginaw retired on January 22, 2008, ending 
his 36-year career with the Saginaw Public 
Schools. The Clifford E. Davis Youth Leader-
ship Scholarship will support emerging  
leadership talents in students.

Mr. Davis began his Saginaw Public Schools 
career in 1971 as an Assistant Principal of 
Saginaw High School. He later became 
Director of Ruben Daniels Lifelong Learn-
ing Center where he taught the concept of 
“lifelong learning” to adults and increased 
the number of adult high school graduates. 
As Principal of Webber Middle School for 11 
years, he successfully led staff and student 

reform to improve student achievement 
and personal responsibility. During his last 
three years with the District as principal at 
Saginaw High, he helped implement the 
Kansas University’s Strategic Instruction 
Model that is designed to impact test scores 
and student learning. 

Cliff Davis is a quality educator, one who 
demonstrated a commitment to students, 
listened to and involved staff and parents, 
understood curriculum and instruction, lead 
others by example, and inspired trust and 
confidence.

Clifford E. Davis Youth Leadership
Established 2003 • Awarded to date: $8,250.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA  Graduating senior from Saginaw Arts & Sciences Academy  
Full-time enrollment in pursuit of an undergraduate degree  Demonstrated leadership experience

or achievements
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Saginaw High School, Arthur Hill High

School, or Saginaw Arts & Sciences Academy  Pursuing undergraduate degree or Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/vocation) studies  Full-time enrollment  Financial need  

Paul Dawkins was the first Saginaw native to 
play in the National Basketball Association 
(NBA), blazing a trail for all future Saginaw 
NBA players. He began as a basketball 
standout at Central Junior High. As a prep at 
Saginaw High School, he was selected as the 
team’s Most Valuable Player while receiving 
All-Saginaw Valley Conference honors.

Paul attended Northern Illinois Universi-
ty, from 1975–79. Dubbed “Doctor D,” he 
graduated from Northern Illinois University 
with seven major school basketball records 
including most single-season points (695), 
most career points (1,749), most career field 
goals (751), and best single-season scoring 
average (26.7 points-per-game in 1978-79). 
As a senior, “The Doctor” captured the 
Mid-American Conference (MAC) scoring ti-
tle, won MAC Player of the Year, and finished 
No. 5 nationally in scoring. In addition, he 
made First-Team All-MAC twice, First-Team 
U.S. Basketball Writers Association All-Dis-
trict Four, and Special Mention Sporting 
News All-America. He also appeared on 
the national ballot for the Pizza Hut All-
Star Classic. His 47-point performance at 
Western Michigan was the best individual 
single-game point total in Northern Illinois’ 
Division I tenure since 1958.

“Without a doubt, he is the smoothest 
operator I’ve ever been associated with,” 
commented head coach John McDougal 
when Dawkins made the school’s All-Centu-
ry Team in 2000-01. “Offensively, there were 
few who could touch him. He had a tremen-
dous jump shot, great range, an uncanny 
outside touch.”

Paul was drafted in the 10th round of the 
1979 NBA draft by the Utah Jazz. Despite 
being drafted low, Paul demonstrated the 

tenacity to still make the team. During 
his rookie season, he scored 30 points in 
one half against the Portland Trail Blazers, 
making 13 of 15 shots from the field. This 
feat broke the Jazz scoring record for a half, 
which was only later broken by NBA hall-of-
famer Karl Malone.

He played one season in the Continental 
Basketball Association for the Anchorage 
Northern Knights (1980-81) before playing in 
the Turkey Super League with Galatasaray 
(1982–90). On his way to becoming a 
Turkish citizen and basketball legend, he led 
Galatasaray to three Turkish League cham-
pionships (1985, 1986 and 1990). During the 
1982–83 season, he averaged 37 points per 
game and had an eight-year career average 
of over 31 points per game in the Turkish 
League.

Paul was inducted into the Northern Illinois 
University Athletics Hall of Fame in 1991 and 
made the All-Time Chick Evans Field House 
Team in 1997. In 1998, Paul led all scorers 
with 22 points in the Mid-American Legends 
All-Star Game in Toledo, Ohio. On Novem-
ber 2, 2007, Saginaw honored its native 
by inducting him into the Saginaw County 
Sports Hall of Fame.

Paul continued to display his winning spirit 
and leadership skills after his basketball 
career by working as a corporate executive 
in the financial industry and mentoring his 
daughter, Paulyae, on her way to becoming 
an All-American volleyball player. He will 
be remembered as an exceptional husband, 
father, son and brother, and as a hero, men-
tor, record holder and champion. His loving 
family and friends offer this scholarship to 
honor the love, encouragement, inspiration 
and support Paul gave to so many others.

Paul L. Dawkins Sports Memorial
Established 2019 • No scholarships awarded to date
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Applicant must be a current member or the son, daughter, or grandchild of

a current Sons of Italy Lodge 2456 member  Must have been a member in good standing since

January 1 of the previous year  Pursuing undergraduate, graduate, or Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) studies  Part-or full-time enrollment  

The Sons of Italy Lodge 2456 established the 
Frances DiMercurio Memorial Scholarship 
in memory of a special woman who played 
an integral role in the Lodge’s early success. 
As the wife of the Lodge’s first president, 
John DiMercurio, First Lady Frances, better 
known as Fran, always supported Lodge 
activities. 

Married for 41 years, Fran and John raised 
three children. She graduated from St. 
Joseph High School, Saginaw, in 1955 and 
retired from Ameritech after 31 years.

Fran’s commitment to community activities 
was not limited to the Lodge. She was also 
an active member of the Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church, its Altar Society and the League of 
Catholic Women.

Frances DiMercurio Memorial
Established 2005 • Awarded to date: $85,250.00*

*Total includes amounts awarded under 
the Frances DiMercurio Memorial Schol-
arship and Sons of Italy Scholarship

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing a degree in social work or special 

education at a Michigan college or university  Part- or full-time enrollment

The Carol Doman-Wilder Scholarship, es-
tablished in 1996, is given to assist students 
starting or returning to college who plan 
to pursue a career in social work or special 
education. Graduating from Michigan State 
University in 1977 with her Master of Social 
Work degree, Carol has dedicated nearly 
four decades to working with children, ad-
olescents and adults in her roles as school 
social worker and psychotherapist.

“I feel blessed and fortunate to love the 
work I do and thankful to have had the 
opportunity to attend college in order to 
achieve my goals,” she said. “It is my hope to 
assist others in obtaining their education-
al goals, similar to the support I received 
through scholarships. My work is more than 
a job. It is a lifelong passion.”

Carol A. Doman-Wilder
Established 1996 • Awarded to date: $10,000.00

 

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Resident of Great Lakes Bay Region (Bay, Midland or Saginaw County)  
Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation) training  Part- or full-time enrollment  Priority given to First Congregational

Church (FCC) member and/or confirmand. Students must demonstrate a connection to FCC

Alma Gilmore Doud (March 28, 1924 – May 
1, 2014), a faithful member of First Congre-
gational Church, dedicated her life to  
community service. This scholarship is  

established to remember and honor her 
and her contributions to the Saginaw  
community. 

Alma Gilmore Doud Memorial
Established 2016 • No scholarships awarded to date
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Carrollton High School senior enrolled full-time at Delta College  Minimum

of 5 credits earned from Delta College prior to high school graduation

Eugene and Audrey Douglas have lived in 
Jackson County most of their lives. Audrey 
was a very successful business woman in 
telecommunications and Eugene owned, 
operated and grew his own trucking compa-
ny from scratch.

Their son, Craig, occasionally got to drive 
one of the semi tractors and trailers when he 
was home on summer break from college. 
He serves as Carrollton’s Superintendent of 
Schools and is appreciative of his parents for 
their love and support.

The unique criteria for the Douglas Family 
Scholarship were based upon the part-
nerships Carrollton has established, with 
input from Craig and his parents. The strong 
partnership Carrollton has with Delta 
College was motivation for the scholarship’s 
structure.

The Douglas Family Scholarship is available 
to a Carrollton High School Graduate.

Douglas Family
Established 2005 • Awarded to date: $4,834.00

Jordan Michael Draper lived life well. He 
knew no other way. Jordan approached 
everything he did with enthusiasm. He was 
a well-rounded young man with a competi-
tive spirit and a sense of humor that guided 
him in all he achieved. It is because of these 
attributes and many others that it was easy 
for his family, friends and the community to 
love him.

Jordan loved all sports. At various times 
during his life, he played baseball, basketball 
and golf, but his true passion was soccer. 
He began playing recreational soccer when 
he was nine, then travel soccer, and finally, 
playing on the Heritage High School soccer 
team.

Jordan’s compassion for others led him 
to volunteer at his church, assisting with 
vacation bible school and the K-5 Kid’s Club. 
He traveled with the church youth group, 
helping others renovate homes around the 
country. These experiences taught Jordan 

to look outside himself and to embody the 
principle of The Golden Rule. A balanced 
young man, he was fiercely competitive in 
athletics, yet compassionate in his commu-
nity service. 

His family and friends will forever miss Jor-
dan. He and his good friend, Michael Gall, 
were together skiing and snowboarding 
the day we lost them both in a car accident. 
They were out in the world – traveling, 
being active and sharing good times – living 
life well. 

It is in this spirit that the Jordan M. Draper 
Memorial Scholarship was established: 
to assist others in reaching their goals, to 
recognize those giving back to their com-
munity, to encourage students in becoming 
well-rounded individuals and to inspire 
others to live life well.

Jordan M. Draper Memorial
Established 2002 • Awarded to date: $7,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Heritage High School senior  Must have participated in high school athletics at

least one year  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training

(skilled trade/vocation) training  Full-time enrollment



24  SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY 

The Emily Anne Dressler Memorial Schol-
arship, established in 1993, is dedicated to 
the memory of, and is a lasting tribute to, a 
young lady who brought the blessings of joy 
and happiness to everyone who knew her. 
Her love of life and others, happy disposition 
and positive, appreciative attitude were 
evident throughout her life. 

Consistent with her philosophy in life, Emily 
demonstrated unselfish courage as she 
faced her final moments here on earth. She 
will forever remain in the hearts and minds 
of so many as she shares in the joy of ever-
lasting life with her Lord and Savior.

This scholarship will help many young 
people achieve their educational and career 
goals in life.

Emily Anne Dressler Memorial
Established 1994 • Awarded to date: $73,581.41

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  One award to a high school senior from any Saginaw County high school  
One award to a high school senior from Valley Lutheran High School  Pursuing an undergraduate

degree  Full-time enrollment  

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.25 GPA  Swan Valley High School senior who lettered in a varsity sport at Swan Valley

High School  Part- or full-time enrollment  Enrolled and accepted at a college or university

The Scott Durand Memorial Scholarship, 
established in 2000, is dedicated to the 
memory of Terry “Scott” Durand II. 

Scott loved life. He made the absolute most 
of all his talents, both physical and mental. 
He was never afraid to try something new. 
Whatever he attempted, he did his very best. 
He had a strong work ethic and was a friend 
to all. He always had time for someone who 
needed help.

Scott graduated from Swan Valley High 
School near the top of his class in 1992. His 
classmates voted him the “Top Male Gradu-
ate.” Scott loved football and played for the 
Swan Valley Vikings. As a senior, he received 
“All Conference Honorable Mention” honors 
at offensive guard.

Scott continued his education at Michigan 
Technological University, graduating in 1997 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil 
engineering. Until his passing, he worked for 
RC Associates as a staff engineer.

Scott Durand Memorial
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $15,500.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.25 GPA  Swan Valley High School senior attending Saginaw Valley State University  
Full-time enrollment pursuing an undergraduate degree

Christopher Erskine was a 17-year old senior 
at Swan Valley High School when his long 
battle against Duchene Muscular Dystrophy 
ended in 1998. This scholarship was estab-
lished in 1999 by his friends and family. It 
is a lasting tribute to the fine scholarship, 
leadership, courage and spirit that Chris 
exhibited throughout his life.

Chris was very proud to be a Swan Valley 
Viking and was excited about his accep-
tance to Saginaw Valley State University. 
Because of this, the Christopher T. Erskine 
Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a 
Swan Valley senior who will attend Saginaw 
Valley State University.

Christopher T. Erskine Memorial
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $10,500.00

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  High school senior  Applicant must be a member of Team One Credit Union 

The Mary J. Ewing Scholarship, established 
in 1993, is given to recognize the unselfish 
dedication of Mary Ewing to the efforts 
of Team One Credit Union. Under her 
voluntary leadership, both as chairman of 
the board from 1946-1975 and as a director 
from 1975-1993, the Credit Union experi-
enced sound, planned growth.

Miss Ewing began her teaching career in a 
rural, one-room school in Fayette County, 

Illinois. After moving to Saginaw, she taught 
fifth grade at North Elementary School and 
went on to become the first woman assis-
tant principal at Saginaw High School.

Through this scholarship, students will ben-
efit from Miss Ewing’s remarkable record 
of unselfish giving, her valuable insight and 
guidance as a leader of Team One Credit 
Union, and her passion for education.

Mary J. Ewing
Established 1993 • Awarded to date: $42,146.00

TEAM ONE CREDIT UNION

*Total includes amounts awarded under 
the Theron & Marion Fager Team One 
Scholarship, Dean Ruple Team One 
Scholarship and Team One Credit Union 
Scholarship.
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TEAM ONE CREDIT UNION

The Theron & Marion Fager Team One 
Scholarship was established to honor the 
Fager’s for their dedication to education 
and high school sports. The Fager's were 
residents of Saginaw with strong ties and 
commitment to the community. Theron and 
Marion both attended Saginaw High School. 
Theron went to MSU where he played both 
basketball and baseball. Theron still holds a 
record for stolen bases at MSU. Theron was 
a teacher and coach at the former Central 
Junior High School for 40 years. He also 
spent 30 years as a respected basketball and 

football official. Marion went to business 
school in Saginaw and worked as a personal 
secretary at Westlund Child Guidance Clinic 
for 20 years. They were very active at The 
Germania. 

The Fager's dedicated their lives to volun-
teerism. They were very involved in their 
church and Theron served as Chairman of 
Team One Credit Union’s Board of Directors 
from 1971-1991. 

Theron & Marion Fager
Established 2005 • Awarded to date: $162,900.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA  Applicant must be a current member of Team One Credit

Union  Graduating high school senior

*Total includes amounts awarded under 
the Theron & Marion Fager Team One 
Scholarship, Dean Ruple Team One 
Scholarship and Team One Credit Union 
Scholarship.

 
 
 

Biography to come.

First Ward – Mark Neumeier Success
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $2,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Saginaw County  Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate degree

or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Applicant must

have been a participant of First Ward Community Center Mark Neumeier Youth Center
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The Flegenheimer Family Scholarship was 
created in 1999 to give Saginaw County 
students the opportunity to further their 
education. It is hoped this scholarship will al-
low students to become better prepared for 
the future. The scholarship was established 
by Marjorie and Ernest Flegenheimer in 
recognition of the importance of education 
and the difference it can make in a young 
person’s life.

Marjorie and Ernest Flegenheimer, Saginaw 
residents for more than 45 years, believe 
strongly in the merits of higher education –  
a philosophy they instilled in their four 
children. It is their hope that this scholarship 
will nurture a love of lifelong learning in its 
recipients.

Flegenheimer Family
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $17,349.54

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  High school senior  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing an undergraduate

or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree at an 

accredited Michigan institution  Part- or full-time enrollment     

Jack Foote was born and raised in Saginaw, 
Mich. In 1951, he graduated from Arthur 
Hill High School. He later married Bonnie 
Wiltse to whom he was married for 60 years. 
Together they have two sons (John and Bill), 
seven grandchildren and four great- 
grandchildren.

Jack lived his life mentoring young people, 
many of who referred to him as “Uncle Jack”. 
He helped guide them through his wisdom 
to realize their dreams and potential.

Jack Foote Memorial 
Established 2017 • Awarded to date: $500

QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating high school seniors from Swan Valley High School  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an

undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

training  Resident of Saginaw County  Student diagnosed with Type-1 Diabetes  Special essay

about how having juvenile diabetes affects applicants life 

 

The Freeland Community Sports Associa-
tion (FCSA) was formed in 2006 as a  
501 (c)(3) nonprofit corporation. The  
Freeland SportsZone was constructed in 
2009 and has developed into a premiere 
health and fitness facility. We provide recre-
ational opportunities for all ages as well as 
a large collection of programs to members 
and non-members alike. Operating as a 
nonprofit, the Freeland SportsZone has 

been successful in serving the community’s 
health and fitness needs. We are grateful for 
the many individuals and companies who 
contributed their time, talent and treasures 
to build the 70,000 square-foot Freeland 
SportsZone facility. The FCSA would like 
to give back to our future skilled trades 
professionals in the form of this Freeland 
SportsZone – Trades Scholarship. 

Freeland Sports Zone Trades Scholarship
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $3,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum GPA 3.0  Graduating senior from Freeland High School  Pursuing undergraduate

degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training in

Electrical, Plumbing, Culinary, HVAC Technician, or Mechanic  Full-time enrollment  
Applicant must be a member of or have an immediate family member employed by Freeland

Sports Zone  
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Michigan  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE)

(vocational training) in Nursing, ADN or RN  Part- or full-time enrollment  Financial need

Emma Jean Frierson was born August 17, 
1935 in Blytheville, Ark. Emma was one of 
eight children born to Robert and Eliza-
beth Woods. She attended Saginaw Public 
Schools and graduated from Saginaw High 
School. Emma was married to the love of 
her life Harry Frierson, Jr. Together they 
raised three children – Ron Frierson, Bruce 
Frierson, and Cheryl Frierson-Nelson. 
Emma worked at an assortment of jobs as a 
young woman. She cared and provided for 
her three children working at the bakery in 
Woolworth’s Department Store in Down-
town Saginaw and at Meadow Gardens 
Restaurant – where she mastered culinary 
arts. In her mid-twenties with three children, 
Emma decided to return to school to earn 

a nursing certificate as an LPN. After grad-
uating and working as an LPN at Saginaw 
General Hospital (now known as Covenant 
Medical Center Harrison), she decided to 
further her career. She attended and gradu-
ated from Delta College’s Nursing Program. 
Rapidly, Emma became one of the most ef-
ficient, knowledgeable and capable leaders 
in her profession, finishing out her career as 
a department head at the Aleda E. Lutz VA 
Medical Center in Saginaw. Throughout her 
career, she received many certifications and 
awards for her skill, devotion, compassion, 
and drive to be the best in her profession. 
She always had a heart for the people who 
she came in contact with.

Emma Jean Frierson  
Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Established 2019 • No scholarships awarded to date
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.8 cumulative GPA  Graduating senior at Nouvel Catholic Central High School  Fine

Arts participation at Nouvel Catholic Central High School (plays, concerts, art exhibits, etc.)  
Enroll full-time in pursuit of an undergraduate degree  Pursuing at least 6 credit hours of Fine

Arts classes in the first year of post-high school education

Note: Applicants are not required to pursue a Fine Arts Degree, but must include Fine Arts classes in their first 
year of post-high school education, as stipulated in the scholarship qualifications.

Jim Gaertner’s life-long love of live theater 
began at age 12 at Saginaw’s Pit & Balco-
ny Theatre. He went on to participate in 
Michigan summer stock, both on and off 
stage, at Sister Lakes Playhouse in Sister 
Lakes, Michigan. Jim created lighting designs 
for several productions and also performed 
at Pit & Balcony. He received his BA in Fine 
Arts in Theater from Saginaw Valley State 
College (now Saginaw Valley State Universi-
ty) in 1973 and later directed two musicals at 
Pit & Balcony Theatre: “The Fantastics” and 
“Annie.” Jim managed and directed musical 
productions at Frankenmuth’s Fischer Hall. 
He began his teaching career at Nouvel 
Catholic Central High School in 1998 and 
directed his first musical production there 
in 2000. Sharing his love of live theater with 
eager high school students, he introduced 
them to the great classic Broadway musicals 
and hosted an annual theater trip to New 
York City to see Broadway’s best. Jim retired 
from Nouvel Catholic Central High School 
in June 2010 after 20 full-scale productions, 
countless rehearsals, wonderful student 
performers and cherished memories.

Anne Marks-Gaertner grew up in a musi-
cal family: her grandmother sang opera 
and directed a church choir where Anne’s 
parents met. Anne’s parents sang in the 
choir at Saginaw’s First Presbyterian Church 
for more than 20 years and her mother was 

the featured soprano soloist. They were 
also part of a quartet that performed for 
various groups and organizations. Choral 
music has always been an important part of 
Anne’s life. Her first “on-stage” performance 
was at age 7 singing “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow.” Anne went on to be a featured 
soloist in school and church choirs. During 
her college years she was lead vocalist in the 
jazz quartet Sounds Three + One that played 
professionally at venues in the Saginaw area. 
Her first community theater performance 
was in “Fiddler on the Roof” at Pit & Balcony 
where she played Tzeitel, the oldest daugh-
ter. She went on to perform featured roles in 
the musicals “Gypsy,” “Guys and Dolls” and 
“Cabaret.”

Jim and Anne first met in 1975 – on stage – at 
Pit & Balcony Theatre. Nearly 30 years later 
they reconnected at the funeral of a mutual 
theater friend and, eventually, married in 
2007. To honor their marriage they created 
a Fine Arts Scholarship to recognize the tal-
ents of students at Nouvel Catholic Central 
High School. 

Their shared love of theater, music and the 
arts continues to enrich their lives as they 
hope it will enrich the lives of students who 
benefit from their Fine  
Arts Scholarship. 

James Gaertner and Anne Marks-Gaertner  
Fine Arts
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $4,500.00
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This scholarship has been established in 
memory of Bobbi J. Galarno, a native of Cass 
City who came to the Saginaw area as a 
student. She attended Saginaw Valley State 
University, earning both a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree. Mrs. Galarno was a 25-year 
teacher in the Saginaw Public School Sys-
tem. She taught mathematics and physical 
education at Saginaw High and Arthur Hill 
High Schools.

Bobbi’s love for her students transcended 
the classroom. She also enjoyed coaching 
softball and swimming. Mrs. G., known for 

her beautiful smile and sound advice, was an 
incredible teacher, wife, and friend. Losing 
her at such an early age has left a void felt by 
her family, her friends, and her students.

In an effort to keep Bobbi’s amazing spirit 
alive, Frank Galarno (Mr. G.), along with 
friends and family, have created the Bobbi 
J. Galarno Memorial Scholarship in her 
honor. This scholarship will help a deserving 
student make his or her educational dreams 
come true and continue Bobbi’s love of 
learning.

Bobbi J. Galarno
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum GPA 3.0  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School, Saginaw Arts & Sciences

Academy, or Saginaw High School  Pursuing undergraduate degree in Mathematics-related program

(Accounting, Engineering, Economics, Secondary Mathematics Education, or Logistics)  Full-time

enrollment

Michael Gall exists in a sly smile: The one 
on his face as he ran out for a “dewski.” That 
sneaky grin he would flash as he pointed at 
you and told you one of his master plans. 
The curl of his lips as he sped down a winter 
halfpipe or labored over his tools in the 
garage. Michael will always be remembered. 
Just the thought of him makes all those who 
loved him return that sly smile.

Behind that smirk was a young man who 
cared deeply for all those he knew. To his 
friends, he was wholly devoted. He was their 
star drummer. 

Michael’s belief in God led him to annual 
summer church retreats at Camp Barakel 
where he could be found sharpshooting on 
the rifle range and winning marksmanship 
medals. He was a faithful paper carrier, 

speeding in and out of driveways on his su-
per-charged “Go-Ped.” He was also a loving 
and original best friend to his two brothers 
and family dog, “The Coco.” Above all else 
was Michael’s ability to make you laugh or to 
encourage you to follow him anywhere.

It was in the winter of 2002, Michael’s soph-
omore year at Heritage High School, when 
we lost him and his good friend Jordan 
Draper on a ski trip in northern Michigan. 
They were laughing, smiling and “living.” 
The loss of Michael has left an enormous 
hole in every place that he had touched and 
that he will never be able to touch again. It is 
the hope of Michael’s family, Heritage High 
School students and staff, and his numerous 
friends that this memorial will help others 
to remember his unique character and his 
smile that has always conveyed so much.

Michael R. Gall Memorial
Established 2002 • Awarded to date: $13,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Heritage High School senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Full-time enrollment  
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in Medical,

Dental, Nursing or Pharmacology  Resident of the Great Lakes Bay Region  Attending MSU,

U-of-M or SVSU  Full-time enrollment   

Dr. Joe and Rosanne Gardner valued  
education and were proud to call Saginaw 
their home.

Established in 2012, the Joe H. and Rosanne 
S. Gardner Memorial Scholarship provides 
funding for students pursuing a career in the 
medical field.

Originally from Lansing, Dr. Joe Gardner re-
ceived his Bachelor of Science degree from 
Michigan State Agricultural College (now 
Michigan State University) and attended 
medical school at the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor where he specialized in urology. 
During WWII, Joe served as a Major and field 
surgeon in the United States Army. He met 
Registered Nurse, Rosanne Seifriss when he 

returned to Michigan and they married in 
1948. Soon after, they relocated to Saginaw, 
establishing  roots and beginning their life 
here. While their focus was always on their 
family, Joe and Rosanne loved the commu-
nity of friends, colleagues and patients they 
built during 40 years of practicing medicine 
and many years as Saginaw residents.

Joe Gardner turned 101 years old in 2012. 
He ate healthy and exercised before it was 
trendy and believed that hard work and the 
right training will get one far in life.

This scholarship will honor the legacy of Joe 
and Rosanne Gardner by encouraging bright 
young people to pursue careers in medicine.

Joe H. and Rosanne S. Gardner
Established 2012 • Awarded to date: $2,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  High school senior in voice/keyboard from Saginaw Arts and Sciences 

Academy (SASA), or choir at Arthur Hill High School or Saginaw High School  Four semesters in

choir or voice keyboard department  Pursuing undergraduate degree in choral or keyboard music

education or performance  Full-time enrollment

The Mary Ellen Gase Scholarship was 
created for music students to pursue college 
studies in choral, piano, organ or strings mu-
sic education or performance and to share 
their love of music with the community.

In 1999, Ms. Gase retired after forty years 
of teaching music in the Saginaw Public 
Schools. She spent the last eighteen years of 
her career teaching students at the Center 
for the Arts and Sciences (now Saginaw 
Arts and Sciences Academy), where she 

developed the curriculum for the voice/
keyboard department. This curriculum was 
showcased in 1996 for “creative innovation” 
by the Michigan Education Association.

Ms. Gase became a certified MENC- 
registered national music educator in 1990 
and won an “Excellence in Teaching Award” 
from the Saginaw Board of  
Education in 1993. Her dedication to music 
and to her teenagers continues through this 
scholarship.

Mary Ellen Gase
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $8,500.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School or Saginaw High School  Must

have identified and be in the process of completing a senior year program of studies that will fulfill

all graduation requirements, including the completion of a shared-time course of studies at either

the Saginaw Career Complex or the Saginaw Arts and Sciences Academy  Full-time enrollment  
Attending a Michigan college or university

The Dr. Foster B. Gibbs Scholarship is de-
signed to recognize a young man or woman 
who has taken full advantage of the educa-
tional opportunities offered by the School 
District of the City of Saginaw. 

In developing this scholarship, Dr. Gibbs said, 
“It is my hope that this modest provision will 

help open doors of knowledge and oppor-
tunity, building upon what has already been 
provided by the School District of the City of 
Saginaw and leading to quality employment 
and a fulfilling life of community service for 
the recipient.”

Dr. Foster B. Gibbs
Established 2001 • Awarded to date: $6,500.00

The John and Florence Goll Scholarship was 
established in 1955 as a perpetual fund to 
be administered by First Congregational 
Church. Frances Goll Mills established the 
scholarship to honor her parents, John and 
Florence Goll, members of First Congrega-
tional Church. Qualifications to be consid-
ered for the Goll Scholarship include the 
financial need of the student, his or her  

ability, scholastic record, character and 
integrity, past achievement and promise of 
future achievement. Emphasis is placed on 
first post-secondary school year needs, but 
is not limited to the first year. Members or 
those with a connection to First Congrega-
tional will be considered for the John and 
Florence Goll Scholarship.

John and Florence Goll Scholarship 
Originally Established 1955 • Fund transferred to SCF 2015  
Awarded to date while under SCF management: $29,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Resident of Great Lakes Bay Region  Member of or demonstrated connection

to First Congregational Church in Saginaw  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Priority to full-time students 
Demonstrated financial need
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The Guadalupe “Lupe” Gomez Memorial 
Scholarship was started by Lupe’s family 
shortly after she passed away on March 1, 
2009. 

Lupe was the secretary at the Saginaw 
Board of Education and Arthur Eddy  
Junior High School for 15 years. During  
her time at the school, Lupe touched the 
lives of many students. She was also the 
secretary at St. Joseph Catholic Church for 
two years and UAW GM Legal Services for 12 
years. She was the first secretary for Tri-City 
SER and was also the first Hispanic person 
elected to public office  

in Saginaw County 12 years on  the Chesani-
ng Union School’s Board of Education. Lupe 
was also a member of the Union Civica Mex-
icana for many years. She loved to travel to 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and any place that 
had a casino. She enjoyed fishing, singing 
to her grandchildren and frequent family 
cookouts, even in the winter.

This scholarship will be awarded to a stu-
dent from Chesaning High School that best 
demonstrates the hard working, self-motiva-
tion that best describes Lupe.

Guadalupe “Lupe” Gomez Memorial
Established 2009 • Awarded to date: $4,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
2.5-3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from any school in Saginaw County  Pursuing an undergraduate,

graduate, associate or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

degree  Part- or full-time enrollment

Positive Results Downtown Saginaw (previ-
ously recognized as PRIDE in Saginaw, Inc.) 
contributes to the cultural, social, recre-
ational and economic life of the Great Lakes 
Bay Region.  

It is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. It was 
organized in 1975 by a group of business 
leaders in the community with goals to 
stop the deterioration of the urban area, 
encourage and support the existing pro-
fessional community, create events for the 
community that enhance arts and culture, 
and to improve and beautify the downtown 
environment. 

Its goals are to create a positive, constructive 
image of our area; unify, coordinate and 
support common efforts of various organiza-
tions and individuals: promote and stimulate 

ongoing activities attractive to people and 
business; combat deterioration and improve 
the appearance of our business districts. 
Positive Results Downtown Saginaw is well 
known for providing events such as Holidays 
in the Heart of the City including the Annual 
Christmas Parade, Friday Night Live Free 
Entertainment Series, The Memorial Day 
Parade in cooperation with Saginaw County 
Veterans Memorial Plaza, Harvest Days at 
the Downtown Saginaw Farmers’ Market, 
The Ice Blast in cooperation with Saginaw 
Spirit, Banners and Holiday Decorations, 
and the development of the Downtown 
Saginaw Farmers’ Market, Bringing Back the 
Ice in cooperation with Friends of Hoyt Park 
and the new event, The Outhouse Races at 
Hoyt Park.  All these activities contribute to 
improving the quality of life for our citizens.

Goodridge Brothers Scholarship  
Established 2018 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Resident of Saginaw County  Full- or part-time enrollment  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree in urban and regional planning (i.e., city administration, economic 

development for a community)
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Vicki Hill is a radio gospel announcer at 
WTLZ-FM 107.1 FM. For over 16 years, 
many people have invited Ms. Hill into 
their homes every Sunday to listen to her 
words of encouragement and special music 
arrangements of contemporary Christian to 
traditional gospel music. Ms. Hill showcases 
local artists and even gives artists who are 
not signed to a major label an opportunity 
to become national artists by giving them a 
start on her show. Ms. Hill has developed a 
following of her own in the process and has 
helped many people in various ways that is 
difficult to explain. People often call her at 
the radio station and on her own personal 
time. She talks to them and plays personal 
songs to minister to them in their time of 
need. Through the years, the people that 
invite her into their homes have let her know 
that the Lord is working through her to bring 
them peace.

Ms. Hill has been the driving force behind 
bring the Annual Gospel Fest held each 
year at Ojibway Island that attracts 1,000 to 
2,000 people annually. This event provides 
a safe place where all people of multi-cul-
tural backgrounds and race come together 
and enjoy without the threat of violence. 
It provides also musical entertainment by 
some of the best artists in the country, a 
place to bridge the gaps and bring peace and 
harmony to the community. The Gospel Fest 
features performances by local and national 
gospel musicians, food, games, contests, 
horseback riding, health screenings and 
more. The event has something for everyone 
with various choirs, quartets, mime dancers, 
hip-hop, rock and country gospel music. 
The proceeds from this festival will be used 
to help a Saginaw County student pursue 
their dreams of achieving a college degree in 
musical arts.

Gospel Fest Music Arts Scholarship
Established 2013 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating high school senior, current undergrad or graduate students  Pursuing a degree in

Musical Arts  Saginaw County resident  Part- or full-time enrollment   

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Declared a major and pursuing a certificate, Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation), associate, undergraduate or graduate degree

in trades, construction or engineering with an interest in safety  Must be at least a college

sophomore at time of application  Saginaw County resident  Full-time enrollment     

Great Lakes Safety Training Center (GLSTC) 
established this fund with the help of many 
local contractors and businesses to benefit 
individuals who are pursuing a career in the 
trades or construction with an emphasis on 
safety. Their mission is “Preparing People 
to Live Safely Every Day” and would like to 
support those who want to continue helping 
others to live safely.

The Great Lakes Safety Training Center 
Scholarship will provide an annual scholar-
ship award to a resident of Saginaw County 
who is pursuing a degree or certification in 
trades, construction or engineering with an 
interest in safety.

Great Lakes Safety Training Center
Established 2011 • Awarded to date: $7,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.75 GPA  Saginaw High School senior  Full-time enrollment pursuing a college degree 

The Milton L. Greenebaum Scholarship was 
established as a legacy to Milton L. Green-
ebaum, a pioneer in the Michigan radio 
and television broadcasting industries and 
well-known Saginaw businessman and arts 
supporter. He was general manager and 
part owner of radio station WBCM in Bay 
City until establishing radio station WSAM 
in Saginaw in 1940. He was also co-founder 
of WNEM TV-5 and served as its vice presi-
dent until 1955.

The scholarship was established in honor 
of Mr. Greenebaum’s many contributions to 
Saginaw. His community contributions in-
cluded founding the Saginaw Hall of Fame, 
which memorializes the great men and 
women of Saginaw, and serving as presi-
dent of the Saginaw Historical Society.

Milton L. Greenebaum
Established 1995 • Awarded to date: $18,327.51

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Michigan with preference given to residents of the Great Lakes Bay Region  Attending

Central Michigan University College of Medicine  Pursuing a degree as medical doctor, physician’s

assistant, or psychiatry  Full-time enrollment

This scholarship was created to honor  
the memory of Robert “Bob” Grills and 
Elizabeth “Betty” Grills.

Bob was a graduate of Flint Central High 
School where he was Michigan State De-
bate Champion his senior year. Robert re-
ceived his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
from the University of Michigan, School of 
Business. He married Elizabeth Ann Emery 
Spence, October 27, 1978. He began his ca-
reer with sixteen years of service to General 
Motors. In 1967 he joined Merrill-Lynch, 
retiring as a Vice President and a Certified 
Financial Planner, in 1993 with twenty-six 
years of service. Robert served with the 
U. S. Army during the Korean War, was of 
the Presbyterian faith, and a member the 
Genesee Lodge #175, F. & A.M and the Bay 
City Consistory. He was active with and had 
served as President of Pit and Balcony. 

Betty was a graduate of Kent Place School, 
Class of 1951 and earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in 1955 from Smith College. She 
married Robert J. Grills, the love of her life, 
on October 27, 1978. He predeceased her 
on July 20, 2011. Elizabeth was a member 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church and retired 
from Yeo & Yeo after 22 years of service. 
She displayed her love of volunteering at 
Cartwright Care Center and was a mem-
ber of many organizations including, the 
Visiting Nurses Association, where she was 
president for three years, the Covenant 
Healthcare Foundation, Saginaw General 
Foundation, Saginaw Symphony Orchestra, 
Voluntary Action and the Junior League of 
Saginaw. She enjoyed reading, gardening, 
trips to the casino, and most of all spending 
time with her loving family. 

Bob and Betty Grills
Established 2017 • Awarded to date: $4,000.00
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Ruth was born on Sept. 16, 1920 to Arthur 
and Lydia Marcoux. She was one of four 
children. Ruth lived in Saginaw all her life 
and was employed by Lufkin Rule Company 
for many years. She was married to Joseph 
Halcli until 1969.

This scholarship was established by her fam-
ily to honor a woman who possessed much 
strength, kindness, beauty and courage. 
Ruth found great pleasure with the simple 

things in life and walked daily with the Lord. 
She dedicated her life to the ones she loved 
and very generously gave and supported 
others that were in need. 

The Ruth Regina Halcli Memorial Schol-
arship is offered to encourage the giving of 
oneself back to the Saginaw Community.  
We learn from those around us. We teach 
those who come after us.

Ruth Regina Halcli Memorial Scholarship 
Established 2009 • Awarded to date: $1,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA  Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate, 

undergraduate, graduate, or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

degree  Resident of Saginaw County  High school senior or college student  

 

 

The Program for the Creative and Academ-
ically Talented (PCAT) was established 
at Handley School in 1981 to address the 
special learning needs of bright children. 
It is a place where academically talented 
students find studies, support and guidance 
to nurture their potential. The program is 
based on the belief that all children deserve 
more than simply the opportunity to learn. 
Each child should have an atmosphere in 
which thinking, exploration and creativity 
are encouraged and celebrated.

The Handley School Foundation was  
established in 2000 to make dollars 
available annually, for special programs and 
materials not possible through the annual 
Handley PCAT budget. The Handley Founda-
tion exists “to fund programs and processes 
that promote and develop critical thinking, 
compassion and contributing global citizens 
among children and the broader communi-
ty.”  The Handley School Foundation Alumni 
Scholarship is designed to support past 
Handley students in their pursuit of higher 
education in hopes that all graduates of 
Handley will continue to have the opportu-
nity to learn.

Handley School Foundation Alumni
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $29,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.3 cumulative GPA  Must have attended Handley School minimum of five years  
Graduating high school senior  Shown concern for others through his/her involvement in 

community volunteer service  Enrolled full-time to pursue an undergraduate degree 



SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY  37 

The Ruth Mitchell Hanson Scholarship 
was established to assist talented Saginaw 
County students in their pursuit of a career 
in music.

Ruth Mitchell Hanson was a talented com-
poser and accomplished pianist, although 
most of her work was heard only by her 
friends and family. She was an elementary 
school teacher and a music instructor. Ruth 
was also a nationally recognized rifle com-
petitor. She was the only female on the re-

nown Camp Perry Rifle Team. For more than 
thirty years she was active in teaching youth 
gun safety and shooting at the Saginaw 
Gun Club. She and her late husband, Stuart 
G. Hanson, were avid firearms collectors. 
Although firearms were of great interest to 
Ruth, her passion was music. This scholar-
ship is intended by her friends to create a 
perpetual memory of Ruth’s extraordinary 
talents.

Ruth Mitchell Hanson
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $7,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.25 cumulative GPA  High school senior attending a Saginaw County high school 
Pursuing an undergraduate degree in music  Admitted to the department of music at an accredited

college or university  Full-time enrollment     

Frank (Francis) Gene Harris was born March 
19, 1928, in Detroit, Mich. He attended Wilbur 
Wright High School in Detroit and received 
a B.A. in Business from the University of 
Detroit in 1952. He worked for Ford Motor 
Company as an engineering draftsman 
before creating his own firm, partnering with 
Charles Blancett to create Harris, Blancett 
& Associates. Frank was a manufacturer’s 
representative for Reuland Electric Company, 
a Michigan manufacturer of large industrial 
motors.

 Following his marriage to Jean Alice Pariseau 
in 1951, he lived in the Detroit area and raised 
his family in Orchard Lake, Michigan. Togeth-
er, Frank and Jean also lived and vacationed 
with family and friends on Grand Traverse 
Bay in Eastport, Michigan, and  

Siesta Key, Florida, and then spent twen-
ty-one happy years enjoying his retirement in 
Roswell, Georgia. In January 2016, Frank and 
his wife Jean celebrated 65 years of marriage.

Frank is remembered as a quiet, constant 
supporter of his extended family who 
always sought to make everyone’s life better. 
Although he disliked being in the limelight, 
his family will miss his dry sense of humor 
and good-natured teasing, as well as his 
common-sense perspective and informed 
views of the changing world that he lived in, 
and lived through. He was well-known for his 
calm, principled, ethical and temperate atti-
tude in all things. We all have our own stories 
of Frank, and we will continue to share these 
with each other, and those we love, as proof 
of how much he was loved.

Frank and Jean Harris
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $1,548.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.75 GPA  Saginaw Arts and Sciences Academy (SASA) graduating senior or prior

graduate currently enrolled in college or Career and Techincal Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation)  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing undergraduate or graduate degree or Career

and Techincal Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) 
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Great Lakes Bay Region (Bay, Isabella, Midland, or Saginaw County) and Thumb Region

(Huron, Sanilac, or Tuscola County)  Pursuing an M.D. or D.O. degree  Resident of Saginaw County 
Full-time enrollment  Attending medical or osteopathic school in Michigan 

Larry graduated from Arthur Hill High 
School, Class of 1961 and Central Michigan 
University in 1965 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology. In 1969, he graduated 
from Kirksville College of Osteopathy and 
Surgery. Larry served a one-year internship 
at Saginaw Osteopathic Hospital and a 
three-year residency in Ophthalmology in 
Florida. Larry returned to Saginaw in 1973 
and began his practice of 40 years. In 1995, 
he opened Andersen Eye Associates and 
in 2006 he opened the Andersen Surgery 
Center.

He was a past President and Fellow of the 
American College of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology. He was a member of  

Saginaw County Osteopathic Association 
and practiced on the staff of Saginaw Os-
teopathic, Saginaw General, St. Mary’s and 
Covenant HealthCare Hospitals.

 In 1998, he created Saginaw Area Founda-
tion for Eye Care, which provides eye exams, 
glasses, and necessary surgical procedures, 
for the underinsured. It was a great passion 
of his life to provide access to quality eye 
care for those who could not otherwise af-
ford it. Throughout his life, Larry was an avid 
hunter and fisherman, traveling to Africa, 
Mexico, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Alaska, 
British Columbia, Quebec, Newfoundland, 
and the Western United States in pursuit of 
his hobby.

Lawrence C. Hazen, D.O. Scholarship Fund 
Established 2017 • Awarded to date: $2,500

QUALIFICATIONS 
Female Saginaw County resident  Single, low income mother  Non-traditional student (out

of high school for at least six months with no academic experience or out of college for two

consecutive semesters or more before returning to school)  Associate or undergraduate degree

or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Part- or

full-time enrollment 

Judith Heavenrich was born on February 2, 
1939, the oldest of three children born to 
Max and Ruth Heavenrich. As a young child 
Judith was stricken with polio but she never 
let that keep her from doing the activities 
she enjoyed most. She attended South 
Middle School and graduated from Arthur 
Hill High School in 1957. Judith went on to 
college at Earlham College in Richmond, 
Indiana and then to the University of Cali-
fornia – Berkley. While living in California, 
she would often toss a few essentials and a 
sleeping bag into her car, drive to the Red-
wood National Forest, and sleep out under 
the stars and the giant Redwood trees.  

Judy returned to Saginaw in 1980, working 
as a counselor at the Millet Learning Center 
until she was involved in a car accident in 
1982 and lost the use of her legs. Even from 
her wheelchair she remained very involved 
in local environmental concerns and was the 
contact person for the local recycling pro-
gram. She loved art, classical music, nature, 
outdoors and gardening. Judith passed away 
in 2004 and left behind many family and 
friends.

Judith Heavenrich
Established 2004 • Awarded to date: $16,451.18
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Full-time enrollment pursuing an undergraduate

degree  Graduating high school senior or current college student 

Jacquelyn and Donald Hebert were married 
on February 13, 1954. After returning from 
Korea in service for our country, Don 
worked for Michigan Bell for 38 years. Jacki 
worked for Michigan Bell for 35 years, 
retiring in 1986 from her position as an 
accounting department supervisor. Both 
Jacki and Don were members of the 
Telecom Pioneers, the largest industry- 
related volunteer organization in the world 
whose projects included everything from 
helping the disabled to fostering literacy. 

Don passed away in 1993 and Jacki passed 
away in 2008.

Jacki and Don had no children of their own. 
However, they valued the benefits of a 
college education and desired to help 
committed students attend college. The 
Hebert Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
established upon Jacki’s death to help fund 
the education of students who are Saginaw 
County residents and have a “B” or better 
average in high school.

Hebert Memorial 
Established 2010 • Awarded to date: $895,000.17

QUALIFICATIONS 

Attending a Catholic college or university located in the United States  Pursuing an 

undergraduate or graduate degree  Full-time enrollment  Member of a Catholic Parish in the

Diocese of Saginaw 

Long-time Saginaw residents Pat and Bill 
Hendrick were graduates of St. Mary’s High 
School in Saginaw. They supported Catholic 
education their entire lives at the primary, 
secondary, and higher education level. Pat 
and Bill believed in and helped further the 
cause of Catholic education with enthusi-
asm and financial support all their lives.  

    

To honor Pat and Bill, their family and many 
friends established this scholarship to help 
Saginaw County residents who are going on 
to attend Catholic higher education. Special 
preference will be given to graduates of 
Nouvel Catholic Central High School and/
or those attending the University of Notre 
Dame – two organizations which held a 
special place in their hearts. 

The Patricia and William Hendrick Memorial
Established 2008 • Awarded to date: $5,500.00
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The Heritage Academic Boosters is a 
committee of the Heritage High Parent 
Organization (HHPO) in Saginaw Township. 
The boosters promote and reward Heritage 
students that maintain high academic 
standards (3.0 GPA or higher). Their goal is 
to help students find the opportunity to do 
their best in any academic endeavor and 
make certain each student is recognized for 
that effort. 

 

The Saginaw Community Foundation  
accepts donations in the name of Heritage 
High School to help provide a graduating 
senior a scholarship. The Heritage Academic 
Scholarship reached its endowment goal 
and awarded its first scholarship in 2006.

This scholarship will be awarded to a 
student that is not a current recipient of any 
other Heritage High School administered 
scholarship.

Heritage Academic
Established 1989 • Awarded to date: $5,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Heritage High School senior  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree  Parent or guardian must be a member of the Heritage High Parent

Organization  

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Minority student  Minimum two (2) years participation with Big Brothers Big

Sisters of Saginaw County prior to high school graduation  Minimum of 20 volunteer hours at a 

Veterans Health Administration Hospital or Clinic to be completed during last two years of high

school 

If the student does not meet all of the above requirements, then they must meet the following criteria 
in order to qualify:  
Minimum 4.0 GPA  Minority student  Graduating high school senior from Arthur Hill High School,

Bridgeport High School, Carrollton High School, Heritage High School, or Saginaw High School 
Pursuing a full-time undergraduate degree at any Michigan college/university or the University of

Maryland at Baltimore campus  Minimum of 40 volunteer hours at a Veterans Health Administration

Hospital or Clinic to be completed during last two years of high school 

Carrie B. Hines was born March 2, 1937 in 
Selma, Ala. She is the mother of Booker,  
Virginia, Herman and Sonny Hines. Carrie 
was married to Henry Hines for 48 years. 
She was an entrepreneur who spent many 
years selling Watkins Products. Carrie was 
a member of the United Missionary Baptist 
Church of Saginaw where she sang in the 
choir, served on the Mother’s Board and 
taught youth and adult classes.

Carrie served as a volunteer with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Saginaw County for 27 years. 
While a volunteer at Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Saginaw County, Carrie was a big sister to 
six sisters who went on to become mothers, 
employees and leaders in Saginaw County.

Carrie dedicated her life to emulating Christ 
in thought, word and deed. Her love of family, 
children and the elderly was evidenced by 
her willingness to assist and support those 
in need. Carrie passed away March 30, 2014. 
She is loved and missed by family and friends. 

To honor Carrie’s memory and her dedication 
to Christ, Family and Saginaw County, the 
Carrie B. Hines Endowment Scholarship was 
established by her daughter, Virginia A. Hines, 
PhD./Carrie B. Inc. to encourage participants 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Saginaw County 
to volunteer to assist those in need and pur-
sue higher education at Ferris State Universi-
ty. The award is funded through the sale of a 
gospel CD entitled “In Memory of a Virtuous 
Woman: Carrie B. Hines.”

Carrie B. Hines Endowment Scholarship 
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00
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Biography to come.

Joe Hodson Memorial
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $3,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Graduating senior or past graduate of Hemlock High School  Pursuing an

undergraduate degree  Full-time enrollment      

 

The Holland Scholarship is a result of one 
person’s love for music and students. Merle 
Holland Leis Frenzel was a 1954 graduate of 
Arthur Hill High School. She graduated with 
a degree in music education from Capital 
University and returned to Saginaw to teach 
choral music at North Junior High and then at 
Arthur Hill High School. Later she received a 
counseling degree and completed her career 
in that field when she retired in 1997.

Her friends and former students held a 
“Miss Holland’s Opus-54” surprise party 
upon her retirement. Their generous tribute 
and monetary contributions made this 
scholarship possible. It is hoped it will en-
courage others to pursue their dreams and 
pass on the joy of music to others.

The Holland Scholarship is dedicated to 
Norton and Virginia Holland, the parents of 
Merle Holland Leis Frenzel, for their encour-
agement, love and support.

Holland
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $1,800.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Senior from Arthur Hill or Frankenmuth High Schools  Saginaw County 

resident  Involvement in school choral program  Major in Choral Music or Piano Performance  
Full-time enrollment      

QUALIFICATIONS 
Hemlock High School graduating senior  Participation in high school music  Full-time enrollment 

The Kostrzewa family, in memory of George, 
is providing scholarships to help participants 
fulfill their dreams and love of music.

 

This scholarship is available to Hemlock 
High School seniors who have participated 
in the music program at Hemlock High 
School.

George L. Horny Music Scholarship 
Established 2012 • Awarded to date: $2,500
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Graduating high school senior  Pursuing an 

associate, undergraduate, or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/

vocation) degree in any building trade or field  Part- or full-time enrollment

The Clarence A. “Buck” Iles Scholarship was 
lovingly established by his wife of sixty-five 
years, Carrie, to enable a deserving young 
person to pursue his/her education in the 
electrical field. Mr. and Mrs. Iles established 
a successful family-owned and operated 
electrical contracting company – serving the 
Saginaw area for more than 25 years. It was 
in this tradition of hard work, honesty and 
quality service that the Iles Electric Compa-
ny, Inc. was founded.

Mr. Iles grew up in rural Gratiot County at a time 
when few families had electrical power. Mr. Iles 
was forerunner in his professional life and a 
consummate life- long learner who pursued 
dreams which few could envision. Coming 
to the Saginaw area with little more than a 
dream, Mr. Iles, after having served in the 
U.S. Army during WWII, began his quest to 
become a journeyman electrician and later 
an electrical contractor.  

Honesty, hard work, patriotism and integrity 
were the pillars of Mr. Iles’ character.  Family, 
service to his community and willingness 
to help others were the foundation of his 
life. An avid trap shooter and conservation-
ist, Mr. Iles, through his efforts as chairman 
of the Saginaw Field and Stream Club Schol-
arship Committee, generated thousands of 
dollars which were awarded to deserving 
students entering the field of conservation.

Mr. Iles’ only regret was that he was not 
able to pursue a formal college education, 
but enabled his children and grandchildren 
to accomplish their educational goals and 
dreams. Education, combined with dreams 
and hard work, will create realities. It is 
hoped that the values, determination and 
ambition demonstrated by Mr. Iles will be 
passed on to future generations.

Clarence A. “Buck” Iles
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $3,750.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree within the 

College of Business at Central Michigan University  Part- or full-time enrollment

The Douglas C. Iles Memorial Scholarship 
has been established by his wife, Sandy, and 
his children, Ryan, Jeffrey, and Kristen, with 
the hope of honoring Doug’s incredible lega-
cy. Doug was a lifelong Saginaw resident and 
loved giving back to his community. Doug 
touched countless lives and his influence 
has reached not only those in Saginaw and 
the state of Michigan but many throughout 
the United States as well. In his 34 years at 
Merrill Lynch, he served many great people, 
and he truly had a knack and a passion for 
assisting others in the management of their 
financial affairs. His colleagues, clients, 
friends, and family can all attest to his great 
knowledge and skill in his profession. 

Doug carried that same passion with him 
as he sought to foster and mentor the next 
generation of financial service professionals. 
He was actively involved as an adjunct pro-
fessor at his alma mater, Central Michigan 
University, where he was also the chair of 

the Personal Financial Planning Program. 
Doug strongly valued education and was 
passionate about helping students achieve 
their educational goals. He was proud of 
his students and always showed up excited 
to pass on his knowledge and experience 
to scores of Chippewas at CMU. In honor of 
Doug’s love for helping others, both at CMU 
and the community at large, this scholarship 
has been developed to help foster the next 
generation of business students at CMU. 

Doug’s sudden and unexpected passing left 
a permanent void in the lives of those that 
he touched. It is the hope of his family that 
this memorial scholarship will help others to 
remember Doug’s zest for life and his innate 
ability to find the perfect way to quietly help 
others with his time, talents, and treasures. 
In this small way, Doug’s legacy will live on in 
the lives of students that share his passion 
for business as they further their education 
at CMU.

Douglas C. Iles Memorial
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $3,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.5 GPA  Saginaw, Bay or Midland County resident  Graduating high school senior 
Pursuing an undergraduate degree in environmental/conservation sciences  Part- or full-time

enrollment   

The Iles Family Conservation Scholarship 
was established by Doug and Sandy Iles in 
memory of Clarence “Buck” Iles. A lifelong 
passion for conservation balanced with 
practical application is what Buck Iles stood 
for. A very avid sportsman, he was actively 
involved with leadership in the Michigan 
United Conservation Club and Saginaw Field 
and Stream, among others.

For more than 20 years, Buck Iles helped 
establish and operate the Saginaw Field and 
Stream Club annual scholarship raffle which 
supported over 40 different scholarships. 

Buck passed away in 2005 and this scholar-
ship was established to continue the great 
raffle tradition that now no longer exists.

Doug and Sandy established this scholar-
ship fund in “Dad’s” memory. Recipients 
should be students with an active interest in 
environmental issues. Although not limited 
to, emphasis is placed on awarding the 
scholarship to a resident of Saginaw County. 
A minimum 3.5 GPA and a student who has 
the need for educational financial support 
are key determinants. 

Iles Family Conservation 
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $11,500.00
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The Indo-Pak Friendship Society of 
Mid-Michigan was formed to promote 
fellowship among members of the Indi-
an-American and Pakistani-American  
communities. Together, their mission is to 

enhance the quality of life for the entire 
Mid-Michigan community by emphasizing 
cultural and service activities by individuals 
and groups.

Indo-Pak
Established 2014 • Awarded to date: $10,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Resident of Great Lakes Bay Region  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate

degree at any college or university in Great Lakes Bay Region  Pursuing Career and Technical

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Part- or full-time enrollment  
Demonstrated financial need

 

Jennifer L. (Hanson) Jackson was a wonder-
ful young woman, who was on a mission 
to absorb as much knowledge as humanly 
possible. Graduating second in her at Arthur 
Hill High School in 1995, she excelled in aca-
demics while also cultivating a deep interest 
in history and the arts. She was truly a “Star 
Wars” fan and trivia expert.

Even though Jennifer’s life ended much 
too early, her spirit lives on with her family. 
They choose to honor her memory through 
this scholarship. The successful candidates 
will be expected to possess high academic 
promise, good moral character and personal 
integrity. 

Jennifer L. Jackson
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $4,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.3 GPA  Graduating senior from any Saginaw County high school  Pursuing an

undergraduate degree  Full-time enrollment

 
 
 

For Anita and Jim Jenkins, giving back has 
become a way of life. “Both of us have 
received help from many others through-
out our life’s journey,” the couple says. “We 
believe in giving back and paying it forward.” 
Among those who helped along the way was 
a University of Michigan Law School admin-
istrator who guided Anita and Jim through 
the financial aid process and approved 
an emergency grant when Jim first began 
working as a judicial clerk for an Illinois State 

Appellate Court judge and Anita was in her 
final year at University of Michigan Law 
School. They also give because they both 
grew up in households where their parents 
modeled outreach, care, and assistance to 
others. “We are thankful for our blessings 
and for all that others have done for us, and 
we take seriously our stewardship responsi-
bility to support and give to others in every 
way that we can,” said Anita and Jim.

James R. and Anita Horne Jenkins
Established 2019 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Financial need
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Once upon a time there was a vibrant young 
man named Ashton Bernard Joseph. He had 
a tall athletic build, big brown eyes and an 
engaging smile.  Ashton was distinguished 
by his love for music and sports. In the 
winter he could be found snowboarding at 
Apple Mountain or in a game of ice hockey 
at the Saginaw Bay Ice Arena. In the summer 
you might have witnessed him skateboard-
ing, or on a Sunday afternoon, playing 
paintball with his friends. His competitive 
spirit made him an asset to any team. Win 
or lose, he never lost his stride or his positive 
attitude.

Ashton was a popular student at Heritage 
High School. Ashton’s friends were multi-ra-
cial – he knew no boundaries when it came 
to people. He was the living representation 
of the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. He 
accepted people based on the content of 
their character not the color of their skin.

Ashton loved life and lived it to the full-
est. Whether he was playing drums or 
talking to his friends online, he gave it his 
best.

Allstate Insurance states that nearly 6,000 
teenagers are killed annually in car crashes. 
Unfortunately, our fairy tale turns into a 
nightmare. On April 20, 2006, Ashton’s 
well-lived life was cut short. And so, in the 
spirit of Ashton, his family, who will always 
love and miss him, are pleased to endow this 
scholarship to be given  
annually to a graduating senior from Heri-
tage High School who has distinguished him 
or herself as a supporter of racial unity and 
diversity through community and school 
involvement.

Ashton B. Joseph
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $4,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating senior from Heritage High School  Full-time enrollment  

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Female college student, not a high school senior  Resident of Saginaw,

Bay or Midland counties  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Part- or full-time enrollment  

The Junior League of the Great Lakes Bay 
Region is an organization of women commit-
ted to promoting volunteerism, developing 
the potential of women and improving the 
community through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose 
is exclusively educational and charitable. 
The Junior League of the Great Lakes Bay 
Region is an organization that welcomes for 
membership all women, regardless of age, 
race, creed, religion or national origin, who 

demonstrate an interest in and commit-
ment to volunteerism.

The League has had many fundraising 
events in its history, always with the  
purpose of returning monies to the  
community through varied and needed 
projects. The Junior League of the Great 
Lakes Bay Region Scholarship is one of 
those projects.

Junior League of the  
Great Lakes Bay Region
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $22,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating high school senior of Freeland High School  Full- or part-time enrollment   

Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/

vocation)  

Awesome April Kade was a wife, a mother, 
a daycare owner, and she was a runner. She 
was boisterous, witty, joyful, and proud. 
She had an uplifting, soul-hugging spirit 
that effortlessly made others feel good. 
She enjoyed encouraging people – whether 
helping daycare parents through the early 
years of their children or helping people get 
through a rough day. April was married to 
Nathan, a Freeland teacher who loved her 
to the end-of-the-earth. They were each 
other’s “rocks.” She was a mother of three 
children – two sons and one daughter – and 
always managed to juggle her family’s busy 
schedule.

She was taken from us unexpectedly and 
quickly in September 2018. Our hearts 

are broken and hurt. Celebrating April for 
who she was helps the healing and keeps 
her memory alive. To honor her spirit, the 
Awesome April Kade Scholarship was estab-
lished. This scholarship will be awarded an-
nually to two Freeland High School seniors. 
Candidates must attend post-secondary 
education including college, university, Ca-
reer and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled 
trade/vocation) or certificate training. The 
recipients will be selected after meeting the 
scholarship criteria and by writing an essay 
on “What it Means to be Awesome.” April 
Kade had an aura about her that inspired so 
many in her life. It is a goal of this scholar-
ship to inspire its recipients in much the 
same way April inspired others.

Awesome April Kade 
Established 2020 • No scholarships awarded to date

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum GPA 3.5  Graduating female student from Heritage High School  Athlete with 

preference given to volleyball, soccer or swimming  

Kara Susan Kaltenbach (Conlan)’s family and 
friends will cherish the memory of a bright, 
fun- loving, and determined woman who is 
an inspiration to anyone yearning to live life 
to the fullest. Kara passed away unexpected-
ly on the morning of November 7, 2006 after 
enjoying something she loved to do: hiking 
with her friends in the desert mountains 
of California. Inquisitive and resolute, Kara 
loved learning, traveling and playing soccer 
and volleyball. She was accomplished in 
yoga and Pilates, which she thoroughly 
enjoyed along with her “yogi” friends. Kara 
was an outstanding student-athlete, excel-
ling in her favorite sport of swimming at all 
levels. After completing a brilliant career 
at Heritage High School, Kara graduated 
summa cum laude and was recognized as a 
1994 All-American and Academic All-Amer-
ican and Michigan All-State swimmer. Kara 
and her team set several Saginaw Valley and 

Tri-City Area swimming records. Kara went 
on to join the swimming and diving program 
at the University of Michigan, which won 
four Big Ten titles during Kara’s career. Kara 
graduated from the University of Michigan 
with a B.S. in Biology in April, 1998. To say 
that Kara was a Wolverine fanatic would be 
an understatement. Kara and Jonas Conlan 
were married on August 21, 2004 and their 
careers led them to Southern California 
where they worked, played, and enjoyed a 
healthy, active lifestyle with their family, 
friends and their darling Irish Terrier, Darby. 
Kara was employed as a representative for 
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals. Her love of life and 
indomitable spirit will never be forgotten. 
Kara was born on May 13, 1976 in Saginaw. 
She will live forever in the memories of her 
husband Jonas Conlan; her parents, Charles 
Patrick and Susan Decker Kaltenbach; and 
brothers, Ryan and Eric.

Kara Kaltenbach Scholarship 
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $4,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Female graduating high school senior from Saginaw High School  Must

have participated in softball and/or volleyball in high school 

Lee Arthur, Sr., was a devoted and dedicated 
member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, an 
educator with the Saginaw Public School 
System and head coach of girls softball and 
volleyball teams at Saginaw High School. 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity makes this 

scholarship available to a female graduate 
from Saginaw High School who participated 
in softball and/or volleyball during her high 
school career and maintained the required 
3.0 GPA.

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity –  
Lee Arthur, Sr.
Established 1995 • Awarded to date: $22,900.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Male graduating high school senior  Member of Kappa Instructional 

Leadership League (Saginaw Alumni Chapter)  Pursuing an associate, undergraduate, or graduate 

degree  Part- or full-time enrollment   

Kappa Alpha Psi is an international college 
fraternity founded in 1911 and has over 600 
functioning Undergraduate and Alumni 
chapters. The motto of the fraternity is 
“achievement in every field of human 
endeavor.” Fashioning achievement as it’s 
purpose, Kappa Alpha Psi continues to 
unite college men of patriotism and honor 
in a bond of fraternity. 

The Kappa Instructional Leadership League 
is a male youth group consisting of area 

high school students. The youth group is 
sponsored by the Saginaw Alumni Chapter 
in accordance with the fraternity’s National 
Guide Right Program.

The Saginaw Alumni Chapter has estab-
lished a scholarship program in recognition 
and memory of the following men who were 
devoted and dedicated members of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity: Lee Arthur Sr., John 
Gibson Jr., Dr. Vernal Cambridge and George 
Carter Sr.

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity –  
Saginaw Alumni 
Established 1995 • Awarded to date: $22,900.00*

*Total includes amounts awarded under the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Lee Arthur, Sr. and Saginaw Alumni Scholarships.
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Mildred Culbert Kelly and Fred W. Kelly 
never had children, but they were generous 
with contributions of time and talent to 
church and community groups that focused 
on youngsters. 

Prior to his death in 1989, Mr. Kelly had been 
employed as an insurance agent and later 
purchased the Wheeler Insurance Agency 
which he owned and operated until his 
retirement in 1977. He was a founding mem-
ber and past president of the Optimist Club 
and he assisted in establishing Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters of Saginaw and the READ 
Saginaw program. 

Mrs. Kelly retired from the Accounting 
Department at Chevrolet Saginaw Grey Iron 
Foundry after 39 years of service. She volun-
teered at First United Methodist Church as 
director of the Children’s Choir, the Inter-
pretive Choir and the Sacred Dance Group 
for many years. She was also a volunteer at 
READ Saginaw and Delta College Channel 
19 and was a past President of the Opti-Mrs. 
Club. She died in 2000 at the age of 94.

Mildred Culbert Kelly and Fred W. Kelly’s 
legacy continues to assist youth with 
scholarships for students who might not 
otherwise obtain a college or Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/
vocation) degree.

Mildred Culbert Kelly & Fred W. Kelly
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $30,864.39

QUALIFICATIONS (TRADITIONAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate or Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree  Saginaw County resident   

QUALIFICATIONS (NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP) 
Non-traditional student that has been out of school for two consecutive semesters or more  
Pursuing an undergraduate or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/

vocation) degree  Saginaw County resident
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Must attend school in Saginaw County, entering grades 7 through 11  Attending a Michigan music

camp, such as Camp Timbers Band Camp conducted by Herter Music Center and Saginaw YMCA,

Interlochen Center for the Arts, Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp or participating in a summer music

study within Michigan  Enrolled in a music class either at school or privately for both the current

year and the upcoming year  

The Helen & Bill Kempf Memorial Scholar-
ship was established in 2009 in memory of 
Helen and Bill Kempf, strong advocates of 
music education.

Prior to his death in 1994, Bill Kempf was a 
professional musician, educator, minister of 
music and person who touched the lives of 
many. He was not only a teacher, both pri-
vately and in many schools, but was church 
organist and choir director at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Saginaw for over 35 years. He 
was a graduate of the Gregorian Institute 
of America. He also was an organist and 
minister at Case Funeral Home and owner of 
Whitehead Music with his wife, Helen, and 
son, Marty.

Bill played and sang in various dance bands, 
performed in the first Eddy Band Concert in 
1926, and also played in the percussion sec-
tion of the Saginaw Symphony Orchestra. In 
the early years, Bill and his sister, Dorothy, 
and his father, Martin, played in vaudeville 

acts at the Jeffers Strand Theater in Saginaw. 
Later in life, the Bill Kempf family, including 
Carol Ann, Nancy and Marty, also enter-
tained at various functions. Helen was the 
manager and promoter.

Helen Voelker Kempf was a dental assistant, 
working most of her career for Dr. Richard 
Whitney in Saginaw. She was not musical 
herself, but encouraged music education in 
the lives of her children. She also worked in 
the office at the family business, Whitehead 
Music. Helen and Bill were members of the 
Temple Organ Club and spent much time 
volunteering at nursing homes and the Mil-
let Center. Helen passed away in 2008.

The Kempf family hopes to continue the 
legacy of Helen and Bill Kempf by support-
ing music education for individual students 
in the Saginaw Area. Music was their life and 
they loved sharing their music with others.

William & Helen Kempf Music
Established 2009 • Awarded to date: $5,703.00
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The James P. Konieczka Memorial Scholar-
ship was established by his three children, 
Bryan, Amy, and Katie, to honor their father’s 
wishes after his passing in 2016 following a 
courageous year-long battle with cancer.

James, or Jim as he was referred to by his 
family and friends, was a lifelong resident 
of Saginaw. He attended St. Stephen’s High 
School and also Delta College. He worked 
hard throughout his life beginning as a 
newspaper carrier for The Saginaw News in 
the mid-1960s. Following newspaper deliv-
ery, Jim worked at Shoeland at Fort Saginaw 
Mall before taking a job managing the shoe 

department at Town & Country department 
store at Fashion Square Mall in the early 
1970s. In the mid-1980s, Jim switched careers 
and began working for Frito-Lay, Inc. as a 
route sales associate. He retired in 2014.

Jim believed in the value of a college 
education, but he also understood that not 
everyone wants to pursue this post-second-
ary education path. It was his wish that this 
scholarship be made available to someone 
seeking Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) train-
ing in a skilled trade or to someone seeking a 
traditional college degree. 

James P. Konieczka Memorial
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $1,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing an 

undergraduate or graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation) training

QUALIFICATIONS 
Carrollton High School senior  Participation in high school athletics  Full-time enrollment

Val and Julie Kostrzewa were Saginaw  
business leaders and owners of B & K  
Corporation and Wright-K Technology Inc. 
The Kostrzewa’s were natives of Saginaw 
and are survived by six children and their 
families. 

In keeping with the wishes of their  
family, the objective of the memorial schol-
arship is to provide scholarships to student 
athletes from Carrollton High School. The 
objective of the music scholarship is to pro-
vide scholarships to student musicians from 
Hemlock High School.

Val and Julie Kostrzewa Memorial
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $5,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating high school senior from Bridgeport High School  Part- or full-time enrollment 
Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation) training  Attending a Michigan college or university

John Sivey and Connie Kostrzewa-Sivey cre-
ated the Kostrzewa-Sivey Education Schol-
arship in 2007 to honor their parents, John 
and Margaret Schwarz Sivey and Val and 
Julie Pawlik Kostrzewa. These scholarships 

will help participants in the Career Links 
Program fulfill their dreams of achieving an 
education. The Kostrzewa-Sivey Scholarship 
is available to all current, graduating  
seniors from Bridgeport High School.

Kostrzewa-Sivey Nursing 
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $5,750.00

The Steven Kyle Kowalewski Memorial 
Scholarship was established in 2015 to 
honor the memory of a young man with  
a desire to know Jesus Christ and serve in 
the ministry. Steven had a servant’s heart 
and a gentle spirit. Steven was a gifted 
writer who was quick to listen and slow to 
speak. He used those qualities to encourage 
others. It is the hope of the Kowalewski 
family that this scholarship will help 
prepare those students with a calling to see 

lives changed through the good news of 
Jesus Christ.

“Well, it’s the little things that give my faith  
the encouragement it needs to tread onward. 
It would maintain itself regardless, but little 
stories of faith and hope help nonetheless. 
Thank you for all those that are faithful and 
true. We endure this battle together.” 

– Steven Kyle, June 2, 2015.

Steven Kyle Kowalewski  
Memorial Scholarship
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $4,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Saginaw County  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate degree or Career and

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Pursuing training in

Christian ministry (pastoral, youth ministry, worship, missions, counseling, etc.)  Part- or full

time enrollment    
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior or college student  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree in nursing  Saginaw County resident  Full-time enrollment  Accepted 

in a school of nursing

The Lisa Krukowski-Whalen Nursing 
Scholarship was established to provide 
financial assistance to a graduating senior 
from Saginaw County who plans to pursue a 
nursing career.

Mrs. Lisa A. Krukowski-Whalen graduated 
with honors from Bridgeport High School in 
1983 and with honors from the University 
of Michigan School of Nursing in 1987. Lisa 
loved her career in nursing.  She worked at 

St. Luke’s Hospital in the Pediatrics Inten-
sive Care Unit. While working at St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Lisa also taught nursing (clinical) 
at Saginaw Valley State University.

Despite complications due to diabetes, Lisa 
remained an energetic and loving person 
until her passing at the age of 41. It is in her 
spirit that family and friends have created 
a nursing scholarship for any deserving 
student in the Saginaw County.

Lisa Krukowski-Whalen Nursing
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $5,250.00
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The Tom Krzyzaniak Scholarship Fund was 
established in 2007 by his wife Barbara and 
children Kristyn and Todd. Tom graduated 
in 1966 from Bay City Central High School. 
After high school he attended Western 
Michigan University and received a bach-
elor’s degree in education with a minor 
in business administration. He began his 
teaching career with Saginaw Public Schools 
in 1970. Within a short period of time, Tom 
took an interest in the automobile industry. 
His lengthy career took him through all 
aspects of the business; from construction of 
auto parts, to supervision of inspection lines 
at General Motors and eventually into the 
sales. He began his career in the finance and 
insurance division at Garber Buick in 1981. 

From there, he moved his way up the ladder 
to new car sales manager and then into the 
executive manager/dealer position. He was 
truly diverse in the construction, manufac-
ture and sales of General Motors products.

Tom touched the lives of many in his career 
at Garber Buick. He was a leader and truly 
committed to his company, customers and 
employees. Tom lived with the adage that 
a “team was only as good as its leader.” By 
establishing this scholarship, we hope to 
find an individual that will share Tom’s same 
passion for the automobile industry. Wheth-
er in the manufacture, design, repair, sales 
or business end, we welcome all to share in 
his legacy.

Tom Krzyzaniak Scholarships
Automotive Scholarship Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $29,000.00
Business And Teaching Scholarships Established 2014

QUALIFICATIONS (AUTOMOTIVE SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Saginaw, Bay or Midland Counties  
Pursuing an associate, undergraduate, or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation) degree in an automotive related field  (engineering, ASAP program, management,

repair or sales)  Part- or full-time enrollment    

QUALIFICATIONS (BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior or current college student that graduated from

any high school in Saginaw, Bay or Midland Counties  Pursuing an undergraduate, associate or

vocational degree in business (i.e., accounting, economics, finance, business, etc.)  Part- or full-time

enrollment    

QUALIFICATIONS (TEACHING SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior or current college student that graduated from

any high school in Saginaw, Bay or Midland Counties  Pursuing an undergraduate teaching degree

at Western Michigan University  Part- or full-time enrollment    
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Cumulative 3.0-3.5 GPA  Heritage High School senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  
Full-time enrollment 

The Dr. Brian D. Kubczak Memorial Schol-
arship was established in 2000 by Brian’s 
family and friends. A lifelong resident of 
Saginaw Township, he graduated in 1991 
from Heritage High School. He attended 
Central Michigan University for three years 
majoring in Chemistry. He later transferred 
to the National College of Chiropractic in 
Lombard, Illinois earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree as well as a Doctor of Chi-
ropractic degree. Brian graduated summa 
cum laude, ranking third in his class. In Au-
gust, 1998 he opened his practice, Saginaw 
Chiropractic and Wellness Center.

In his short time there, Brian touched the 
lives of so many. His patients held him in 

high regard for his caring nature, his pa-
tience, and his true commitment to helping 
others. He also made a lasting impact on 
his friends and was admired by many as 
someone who would always be there with a 
smile and an open mind.

Of all accomplishments and credits, the 
one thing he valued most was the love of his 
family. His parents William and Constance, 
his brother Christopher, sister Betsy along 
with his niece Avarie and nephews Carson 
and Carter hope to continue Brian’s legacy 
by funding scholarships to bring students 
one step closer to achieving their dreams.

Dr. Brian D. Kubczak Memorial
Established 2001 • Awarded to date: $13,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  High school senior from Saginaw Public Schools  Must have participated

in high school athletics for at least two years  Full-time enrollment  

The Larry Laeding Memorial Scholarship 
was established to honor the memory of 
Larry Laeding and to give graduating seniors 
from the Saginaw Public Schools financial 
assistance in pursuing their educational 
goals. Mr. Laeding began his teaching career 
in Elmwood, Illinois in 1935. 

He came to Saginaw in 1939 as the basket-
ball coach at Saginaw High School, where 
he also taught chemistry. In 1962, he was 
named the Director of Athletics and Physical 
Education for the Saginaw Public Schools. 

One of Mr. Laeding’s priorities was to bring 
equity to women’s athletics. He retired in 
1981 from Saginaw Public Schools after 42 
years of service.

Mr. Laeding strongly believed that academ-
ics and athletics could work concurrently 
to assist youth in developing focus and 
integrity that would serve them positively 
for a lifetime.

Larry Laeding Memorial
Established 2001 • Awarded to date: $5,900.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating high school seniors and current college students residing in Bay, Clinton, Eaton,

Genesee, Huron, Ingham, Lapeer, Midland, Saginaw, Sanilac, Shiawassee or Tuscola County 
Pursuing undergraduate studies in a broadcast-related field  Full-time enrollment

Founder of MacDonald Broadcasting and 
flagship station WSAM Saginaw, Kenneth H. 
MacDonald, Sr. packed a lot of success and 
many contributions into the Saginaw area in 
his three decades of business.

In business, the foundation for the former 
Navy pilot and NBC page was his humble 
beginnings in Saginaw with the purchase of 
WSAM-AM. In 1962, Ken MacDonald, along 
with his wife Ann and seven children, moved 
to Saginaw from Ann Arbor to own and 
operate WSAM-AM and WSAM-FM (now 
WKCQ-FM). At the time of his death, Mac-
Donald Broadcasting was one of the largest 
Michigan-based broadcast firms with eight 
AM/FM radio stations in Lansing, Cadillac 
and Petoskey.

In Saginaw, he worked with many service 
organizations including the United Way, 
American Red Cross, Saginaw Chamber 
of Commerce, Kiwanis, Voluntary Action 
Center and Junior Achievement. One of Ken 
MacDonald Sr.’s proudest moments was 
when the Junior Achievement radio station 
aired weekly on WSAM during the school 
year. During the 1960s and 1970s, Saginaw 

area high school students got a real taste of 
the broadcasting business by selling airtime 
and going on-air with their own radio shows.

Ken MacDonald, Sr. was a proud family man 
who helped three of his children enter the 
radio business. Two of them remain active 
in broadcasting today. One of Saginaw’s 
most unique community events in the 1970s 
and 1980s was the WSAM Raft Race. Ken 
MacDonald, Sr. was the originator of this 
community event. The raft race at one time 
featured over 200 homemade rafts floating 
down the river from Wickes Park to Ojibway 
Island. 

MacDonald was former president of the 
Michigan Association of Broadcasters and 
Board Member of the National Association 
of Broadcasters. MacDonald was award-
ed the prestigious Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Michigan Association of 
Broadcasters in 1994. 

This scholarship will help a student from 
Saginaw, Bay or Midland County achieve a 
degree in the broadcasting field.

Kenneth Hugh MacDonald, Sr. Broadcasting
Established 1990 • Awarded to date: $6,000.00
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Gene and Donna Mallak believed in the val-
ue of an education. Donna attended school 
to learn how to use the Comptometer, one of 
the first commercially successful mechani-
cal calculators. With this education, she was 
able to find employment in the auditing/
accounts payable department of Sears, Roe-
buck & Company for 38 years. Gene received 
a scholarship to attend college. He was able 
to find steady employment at Eaton, Yale & 
Towne Manufacturing in Saginaw.

Both Gene and Donna usually had more 
than one job. When Gene was 16, he helped 
start a band. Later, the band became am-
plified which, in the early 1940s, was very 
unusual. Due to health issues, Gene was 
unable to continue in the band. He took his 
amplification equipment and created Gene 

Mallak’s Sound Systems. Amplification 
sound systems were new at time, and the 
business was quickly successful. Gene con-
tinued to work at Eaton, Yale and Towne on 
the third shift so he could attend the ampli-
fication business during the day. Donna soon 
became his secretary/bookkeeper while still 
working in the auditing department at Sears, 
Roebuck & Company.

The Gene and Donna Mallak Memorial 
Scholarship was established by their 
daughter Jeanne in honor of the tremendous 
support they gave her to pursue her college 
dreams. Her hope is that this scholarship 
will provide the same support for those 
who receive this award to also pursue their 
dreams.

Gene and Donna Mallak Scholarships
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $2,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Current college student  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in a 

business-related field  Attending Saginaw Valley State University, Davenport University, Delta

College, Northwood University or Central Michigan University  Part- or full-time enrollment 
Resident of Saginaw County  

Glenn Mayer was a long time resident of 
Carrollton, where he and his wife Camilla 
raised four children – Karin, Keith, Kyle and 
Karli, all of whom graduated from Car-
rollton High School. In Glenn’s retirement 
from General Motors he enjoyed driving 
school buses for Carrollton Public Schools.  
Throughout his life, Glenn was active in the 
Carrollton Athletic Association as well as a 
constant volunteer for Carrollton recreation 
programs and other athletic interests. He 

was a consummate and enthusiastic fan of 
the Carrollton Cavaliers. Even more fervent 
than his love for Carrollton Athletics, was his 
moral drive to give everyone a chance, to be 
fair, and above all do the right thing – even if 
no one was looking.

The Glenn Mayer Memorial Fund was 
established to honor students of Carrollton 
High School with exemplary sportsmanship 
and integrity.  

Glenn Mayer Memorial Scholarships
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $1,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating high school senior from Carrollton High School  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or

Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Part- or full-time

enrollment    
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Heather came into this world and blessed 
our lives on June 13, 1986. Her life, like that 
of her sister’s, was taken by a drunk driver 
on October 15, 2000, following her first high 
school homecoming dance. 

Heather was extremely excited to be at Her-
itage High School for her freshman year. She 
had plans to participate in everything she 
possibly could. In the few short weeks that 
she attended Heritage, she was involved 
with Students Against Drunk Drivers and 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and was 
elected a student senator for her class.

Heather had a passion for sports and partic-
ipated in many throughout her school years. 
Her greatest source of joy came from being 
a member of the freshman girls’ basketball 
team. She was elected one of their captains 
and felt privileged to be in that position. 

Heather loved her family. She had a special 
place in her heart for her role model, “Sis.” 
Her brother was her hero and she couldn’t 
wait to be a mentor to her little sister. Heath-
er was a very special young woman. She will 
forever be in our hearts. 

Heather Mayes Memorial
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $8,800.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  High school senior  Must have attended Heritage High School a minimum

of 2 years  Participant in high school athletics  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Full-time

enrollment    

QUALIFICATIONS 
Must have attended Heritage High School a minimum of 2 years  Pursuing an undergraduate 

or graduate degree  Must be at least a college freshman at time of application  Full-time 

enrollment  

Shannon came into this world and blessed 
our lives on February 12, 1980. Her life, and 
that of her sister’s, was taken by a drunk 
driver on October 15, 2000, following home-
coming at Heritage High School. 

Shannon had a zest for living and lived life to 
the fullest. She was enthusiastic, adven-
turesome and determined – in everything 
she did – and wanted to do it all. One of her 
closest friends said it best when she said 
Shannon packed more into a day than most 
people could fit into a week. In her short 
life, she was able to water and downhill ski, 
scuba dive and hang glide. She enjoyed sing-

ing, playing the piano, musicals and plays, 
camping, traveling, museums and more. 

Shannon loved being a student at the 
University of Michigan - Ann Arbor. She was 
hoping to study law at Harvard, with the 
dream of some day becoming a prosecutor 
or a Supreme Court justice. Shannon loved 
her family and was a loyal, giving and trusted 
friend. Her younger brother and little sisters 
meant the world to her and her last day 
on Earth was spent with her family. Those 
who loved her will always carry her in their 
hearts, never to be forgotten. 

Shannon Mayes Memorial
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $8,800.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill or Saginaw High  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree at a Michigan college, university, Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation) school or apprenticeship program  Full-time enrollment

The Ken & Ellen McAllister Scholarship was 
established in 1999 in memory of Ken and 
Ellen McAllister, strong advocates for higher 
education.

Ken McAllister was the middle of three 
sons. He attended Arthur Hill Technical 
High School. His technical training led to 
positions in the Saginaw Valley with Wickes 
Corporation, Hern and Dilts Company and B 
& K Corporation. His dedication to learning 
was advanced while earning both mechani-
cal and electrical journeyman cards.

Ellen McAllister was the second of ten chil-
dren and the oldest daughter in her family. 
She attended the original Saginaw High 

School until illness among younger siblings 
caused her to stay home to help tend to 
their health needs. While she was unable to 
pursue her dream of becoming an English 
teacher, she later earned her G.E.D. and 
worked at the Saginaw County Court House 
for 21 years.

Interested in lifelong learning, Ken and 
Ellen instilled that philosophy and love in 
their children and inspired each to pursue a 
college education. This scholarship honors 
and continues to keep alive Ken and Ellen’s 
legacy of advocacy and commitment to the 
value of higher education.

Ken and Ellen McAllister
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $7,500.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating senior from Heritage High School  Resident of Saginaw Township  Must have

attended Heritage all four years of high school  Full-time enrollment at CMU in pursuit of an

undergraduate degree 

Dan had a real zest for life and lived it to the 
fullest. He had a gift for telling jokes and 
stories, anything to keep you laughing. His 
optimism and love of people stayed with 
him throughout his life.

Dan was born in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan on 
May 18, 1926. He graduated from Sacred 
Heart Academy and was drafted into the 
Army. He spent two years in Japan during 
the occupation after World War II. While 
in Japan, he was a member of the Army 
baseball team.

After serving in the Army he earned a  
Bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan 
University, where he played four years on the 
baseball team. He furthered his education 
at Western Michigan University where he 
earned a Master and Specialist degrees.

He spent 26 years as Superintendent of 
Schools, the last 13 in Saginaw Township, 
retiring in 1980. During this time he served 
also as an instructor for CMU. While super-
intendent he initiated many programs for 
which he as honored by Delta College. He 
was also awarded the first Distinguished 
Alumnus award from Central Michigan 
University for his dedication and service to 
that institution.

Dan served as officer and member of 
many education and service organizations 
including the Board of Directors of the 
Michigan Association of School Administra-
tors, president of the Northwest Kiwanis, 
president of the Saginaw County Superin-
tendents Association, chapter chairman 
of the Red Cross, Knights of Columbus and 
athletic associations. He volunteered at a 
soup kitchen and was an active member of 
his church.

After retiring from the schools system,  
he spent 12 years in township government, 
the last eight as treasurer.

Dan was married to his college sweetheart 
for 59 years and together they raised seven 
children. For recreation Dan enjoyed playing 
golf, hunting, and watching any sporting 
event, especially when his children or grand-
children were participating. His love for his 
family was first and foremost and he will 
forever be in our hearts.

This scholarship was established in Dan’s 
memory to help a student from Heritage 
High School who will be attending CMU.

Daniel M. McConnell Memorial
Established 2011 • Awarded to date: $2,500.00
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January 2004 marked the passing of a true 
champion of justice and compassion for the 
men and women of Michigan. Judge Gary 
R. McDonald, beloved father and friend, 
served the citizens of Saginaw and the rest 
of Michigan for over 30 years. 

In honor of his esteemed service, the family 
and colleagues of this respected Michigan 
leader have created the Judge Gary R.  
McDonald Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
Its purpose is to grant students of Saginaw 

County the financial means to pursue a 
career in a law-related field so that Judge 
McDonald’s unrelenting pursuit of justice 
may continue in his honor. 

Awarding this scholarship to those in need 
serves Judge McDonald’s personal mission 
of inspiring the hearts and minds of our 
youth to serve our communities for the good 
of all.

Judge Gary R. McDonald Memorial
Established 2004 • Awarded to date: $18,250.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  Pursuing

an undergraduate or graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation) training in a law-related field  Full-time enrollment      

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from Heritage High School  Pursuing an undergraduate

degree  Full-time enrollment  

“Life is too short to be anything but happy.” 
These words were not just spoken by Joana –  
she truly lived by them each and every day 
of her life.

Joana was born in 1992 in Bay City, Michi-
gan. She moved to Saginaw in 2003 where 
she lived with her mother, stepfather and 
three younger siblings. Joana attended 
White Pine Middle School and Heritage 
High School. 

In 2008, Joana was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor shortly before her 16th birthday. Two 
surgeries, two rounds of radiation therapy 
and countless chemo treatments did not 
slow her down. Through it all, she continued 
to attend high school and later became 
a student at the University of Michigan, 
majoring in English. Besides school, she had 
many interests and was very involved in her 
community. She volunteered with Relay For 
Life as well as the Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
she was a cross country and track runner, 
she danced on the University of Michigan 
Ballroom Dance Team and she loved spend-
ing time with her family and friends.

As a result of her tumor and treatments, 
Joana had many difficulties to overcome 
– poor vision, memory and cognitive impair-
ment just to name a few. However, Joana 
never gave up and pursued her dream of 
attending the University of Michigan even 
though it was not easy for her. She worked 
extra hard and enjoyed every single day she 
was able to spend in Ann Arbor. She was a 
very caring and giving person. She never 
complained about her situation – even 
when she relapsed twice during her college 
years.

On October 4, 2013, Joana lost her five-year 
battle with brain cancer nine days after her 
21st birthday. Her bright smile and joyful 
personality will never be forgotten by those 
who knew her and her light will continue to 
shine. Joana’s mother established this schol-
arship in honor of and memory of her and 
to help local students get one step closer to 
achieving their dream of attending college – 
a dream Joana never abandoned and made 
a reality.

Joana D. McKeoun Memorial
Established 2014 • Awarded to date: $3,500.00
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At a very early age in Alabama, Lee Essie 
Smith was a self-taught musician. After 
losing her mother as a young teenager, she 
began putting her God-given musical talent 
to work as a pianist for several churches. By 
the time she graduated from high school, 
she had learned the cosmetology trade and 
met Charlie McMillan, Jr.

Very soon after they married, he became 
an Army Air Corpman during WWII. After 
his tour-of-duty, Mr. McMillan traveled the 
United States as a pullman porter before 
moving to Saginaw, Michigan with his young 
family.

In Saginaw, Mrs. McMillan worked as a 
licensed beautician and a pianist for several 
local churches. Mr. McMillan worked  
full-time at General Motors Grey Iron 
foundry – a career spanning 41 years. At  
the same time, Mr. McMillan worked several 
part-time jobs. The most memorable was 
selling gospel sheet music.

When the youngest of the couple’s eight 
children began high school, Mrs. McMillan 

enrolled in a licensed practical nursing  
program and Mr. McMillan increased partic-
ipation in the Saginaw Auxiliary Police.

Always working at least two jobs at the 
same time, Mrs. McMillan retired from her 
nursing career in Saginaw General Hospi-
tal’s Intensive Care Unit in 1986. In 1999, 
she retired from Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
where she served as a pianist for 43 years. 
Although retired, Mrs. McMillan continued 
to mentor her grandchildren, musicians, 
beauticians and students pursuing medical 
careers until she went home to be with the 
Lord in April 2000.

After his wife’s death, Mr. McMillan contin-
ued his community service with the  
Democratic Party, Habitat for Humanity 
and Mt. Olive Baptist Church as an usher. 
Although he did not serve very long in the 
military, Mr. McMillan continues to exem-
plify the values and physical energy of the 
“Army Strong” slogan. He is the patriarch of 
the family – always dapper – and a regular 
attendee at church services.

Lee Essie and Charlie McMillan, Jr.  
Scholarships
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $22,152.41
Active/Inactive Military And Military Veteran Scholarship Established 2014

QUALIFICATIONS (MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  Pursuing an

undergraduate, graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade

vocation) studies in a medical field of study  Part- or full-time enrollment

QUALIFICATIONS (ACTIVE/INACTIVE MILITARY AND MILITARY VETERAN SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  Pursuing an 

undergraduate, graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade

vocation) studies  Part- or full-time enrollment

QUALIFICATIONS (MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  Pursuing an

undergraduate, graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade

vocation) studies  Applicant must have at least one year of practical experience or training in

instrumental music  Part- or full-time enrollment

QUALIFICATIONS (COSMETOLOGY  SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  Pursuing an 

undergraduate, graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade

vocation) studies in cosmetology  Part- or full-time enrollment
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  High school senior residing in Saginaw County  Preference is given to a 

student from Valley Lutheran High School  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and

Techincal Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Math/science major  Part- or

full-time enrollment 

Biography to come.

Arthur F. Menapace
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  High school senior residing in Saginaw County  Preference is given to a 

student from Valley Lutheran High School  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and

Techincal Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Art major  Part- or full-time

enrollment 

Biography to come.

Kathryn E. Menapace
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS (ST. STEPHEN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH OF SAGINAW MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Attending a Michigan college or university  Full-time enrollment  Graduating

high school senior or current college student (either undergrad or graduate student)  Member of St.

Stephen’s Catholic Church of Saginaw  Pursuing an undergraduate, graduate or Career and Technical

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree

QUALIFICATIONS (TEACHING SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Attending a Michigan college or university  Full-time enrollment  Graduating

high school senior or a current college student that graduated (or will graduate) from any high school

in Saginaw County  Pursuing an undergraduate, graduate or Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation) degree

Kate and Leo Merlone understood the value 
of education, both in formal academia and 
through any media that would expand a 
person’s mental horizons.

Commitments to family obligations in their 
youth did not allow them to continue their 
formal education to the extent that they had 
desired. Instead, throughout their lives, they 
chose self education through books, travel, 
museums, volunteer involvement in the 
community and always good conversations.

They passed on this message of self  
education to their children, even as they 
encouraged them to pursue a higher educa-
tion. Their strong work ethic and efforts to 
constantly improve themselves have been 
a wonderful example for their children and 
grandchildren.

The A.C. “Kate” & Leo Joseph Merlone 
Scholarship is a way to continue their desire 
for education and for being educators to 
their family and to the community in which 
they spent their lives.

A.C. “Kate” & Leo Joseph Merlone  
Scholarships
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $36,500.00

 

Gerald A. Meyer’s passion in life was edu-
cation. He dedicated his life to teaching. 
For over three decades, he made a dead 
language come alive for students in Saginaw 
Township Schools. As the district’s Latin 
teacher, Gerry donned a toga for special 
events and went by the formal title of 
“Magister” inside his classroom, taking his 
students back to Roman times. Along with 
teaching, Gerry shared his love of education 
and travel, taking hundreds of area students 
to see first-hand the places he taught about.

Gerry graduated with an B.A. in Latin from 
the University of Michigan in 1969. He con-
tinued his education at Saginaw Valley State 
University with a M.A.T. in teaching. Besides 
teaching at Heritage High School, he was al-

so an Adjunct Professor of Latin at Saginaw 
Valley State University. Gerry received Sag-
inaw Township’s Teacher of the Year award 
in 1983. He was active in various capacities 
in the promotion of foreign language serving 
as the president of the Michigan Foreign 
Language Association in 1979, 1989 and 
1999. Gerry was also involved with the Junior 
Classical League of Michigan.

The primary purpose of this scholarship is to 
foster the study of Latin and to reward those 
students who excel in the study of Latin. The 
secondary purpose of the scholarship is to 
advance the study of foreign language and to 
reward those students who excel in its study.

Meyer-Simon Latin
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $18,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Heritage High School  Must have successfully

completed Latin at Heritage High School and will major in a degree program that requires at least one

college level Latin class be completed  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate degree       
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from a public or private high school located in Saginaw

County, or a resident of Saginaw County who graduates from an accredited public or private high

school (accredited home schools and charter schools also qualify)  Attending Michigan State

University  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Full-time enrollment 

The Michigan State University Alumni 
Club of Saginaw County was established in 
the early 1960s and is associated with the 
National Michigan State University Alumni 
Association. From the beginning, the MSU 
Alumni Club of Saginaw County has had the 
following mission:

The MSU Alumni Club of Saginaw County, 
Michigan, shall act as an agency for the 
dissemination of information regarding the 
educational advantages of Michigan State 
University, support the activities of Michigan 
State University toward the realization of its 
educational program, in every way possible, 
including scholarships, and unite, for social 
purposes, those persons who are interested in 
the distinguished record and future enhance-
ment of Michigan State University.

The Scholarship Fund itself has been award-
ing scholarships to MSU students from 
Saginaw County for over 20 years. Our schol-
arship recipients have gone on to notable 
careers in business, engineering, medicine, 
education, finance, law, social service, public 
service, manufacturing and a variety of other 
careers – all of which were “jump started” in 
part through the scholarship they received 
from the MSU Alumni Club of Saginaw 
County. Our proudest moments are when 
our scholarship recipients return to Saginaw 
County to work and live and, subsequently, 
join us as members of the MSU Alumni Club 
of Saginaw County to help in perpetuating 
the mission of our Club.

Michigan State University Alumni  
Association of Saginaw County
Established 2008 • Awarded to date: $20,000.00

SPARTAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
SERVING FUTURE SPARTANS OF SAGINAW COUNTY
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI CLUB OF SAGINAW COUNTY

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing undergraduate degree or Career and

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  

The Michigan Sugar Company Employee 
Scholarship was established in 2014 to sup-
port and honor our 1,500+ employees and 
their families. The need to acquire addition-
al skills after high school, be it Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/
vocation) school or college, is extremely im-
portant. Through this scholarship, Michigan 
Sugar Company hopes to show its commit-
ment to continuing education while encour-
aging family members of our employees to 
achieve post-high school education.  

One scholarship will be awarded to a son/ 
daughter or grandson/granddaughter of 
employees from each of our factory loca-
tions. Also, one additional scholarship will 
be presented to a relative of our other four 
locations (Corporate, Carrollton, Fremont 
and Findlay).

The sugar industry is a major economic 
contributor in Bay City, Caro, Croswell 
and Sebewaing and this scholarship will 
help support those towns for many years.

Michigan Sugar Company Employee
Established 2014 • Awarded to date: $11,000.00
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Dennis A Miner dedicated his life’s work 
to children. Dennis began his career in 
teaching and later served as principal at 
Shields Elementary School for 36 years 
until his retirement in 2010. He was deeply 
respected and admired by colleagues, and 

his students knew that he cared for each of 
them. “Denny” will always be remembered 
for his calm strength, patience, and kindness 
as an educator. Those qualities live on in all 
of the students and educators whose lives 
he impacted.

Dennis A. Miner
Established 2017 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduate of Swan Valley High School  Shields Elementary School attendee  Pursuing an 

undergraduate or graduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade

vocation) training  Part- or full-time enrollment

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.7 GPA  Minority student pursuing an undergraduate degree at Delta College, 

Davenport University – Central Region, Northwood University or Saginaw Valley State 

University  High school senior or college student  Part- or full-time enrollment

Morley Travel established the Morley  
Travel Scholarship as a way to assist 
minority students who have been actively 
involved in their community and school –
recognizing of the importance of education 
and the difference it can have in one’s life. 

Morley Travel has been serving its cus-
tomers for more than 40 years, working 
directly with major air, rail, bus and cruise 
lines, rental car companies, hotels and tour 
companies.

Morley Travel
Established 1991 • Awarded to date: $7,800.00
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Charles E. Mueller was raised in Long Island, 
New York. In 1961 he received his undergrad-
uate degree from Georgetown University 
in Washington, DC. He went on to study at 
the University of Michigan Medical School, 
graduating in 1965. After an internship at 
St. Joseph Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
he spent two years in the U.S. Army during 
the Vietnam War where he earned the Army 
Commendation Medal. In 1968, he returned 
to Ann Arbor and completed his residency 
in General Radiology in 1971. From 1971 
until July 1972, he was an instructor at the 
University Hospital. In July 1972, he came 
to Saginaw and joined Medical Radiologic 
Consultants (MRC), P.C., servicing Saginaw 
General Hospital. 

At Saginaw General Hospital, Dr. Mueller 
was instrumental in installing the first 
ultrasound machine in Saginaw and also 
establishing the first dedicated breast center 
in Saginaw, with mammography and ultra-
sound equipment. Dr. Mueller served on the 
Quality Assurance Committee at Saginaw 
General Hospital for 17 years and was also 
on the board of both regional and state 
quality assurance organizations. He was 
on the Saginaw General Hospital Medical 
Executive Committee from 1976 (Ex-officio 
as Quality Assurance Chair), then ultimately 
as Chief of Staff in 1998 at the time of the 
Covenant merger - a total of 22 years on the 
medical executive committee. He was also 
a member of the Board of Directors of Sagi-
naw General Hospital from 1996 to 1998. Dr. 
Mueller was appointed to the board of Cov-
enant HealthCare and Medical Center and 
was very active in the integration of the two 
medical staffs. Dr. Mueller served as the first 
full-term Chief of Staff of Covenant Medical 
Center. He was instrumental in initiating the 
project to establish a Wound Center. 

 
 

In 1976, Dr. Mueller became interested in 
the politics of medicine, especially Radiol-
ogy. He served on the board of directors of 
the Saginaw Valley chapter of the Michigan 
Radiological Society (MRS) for 32 years, 
from 1976 to 2008. He received his Fellow-
ship in the American College of Radiology 
in 1986 in Montreal, Québec. He served 
on many committees in the MRS and was 
President of the Society in 1995-96. He was 
active with the American College of Radiol-
ogy, serving on many committees, and was 
Counselor to the House of Delegates for 12 
years - the last six on the Council Steering 
Committee, which is advisory to the Board 
of Chancellors, the only Michigan Radiol-
ogist to ever serve on this committee. Be-
cause of his service to the MRS and ACR he 
received the Gold Medal from the Michigan 
Radiological Society in 2008.

Dr. Mueller’s was involved with the Sagi-
naw County Medical Society, working and 
chairing many committees, and as President 
from 1984 to 1985.

He also served as President of MRC for a 
number of years, vice president of AMI and 
finally president of Advanced Diagnostic 
Imaging.

Dr. Mueller is an enthusiastic Michigan 
alumnus and follower of their football and 
basketball teams. He served six years on 
the Board of Governors of the University of 
Michigan Medical Center Alumni Associa-
tion and remains an Emeritus member. He 
belongs to numerous professional societies 
and has authored several scientific articles 
and given numerous guest lectures and 
presentations. He also continues to serve 
on the MRS Fellowship Committee and the 
ACR Ethics Committee and is now on the 
board of Saginaw County Department of 
Public Health. 

Charles E. Mueller, M.D.
Established 2008 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Saginaw, Bay or Midland Counties  Pursuing a graduate degree in Medicine 

University of Michigan Medical School  Full-time enrollment       
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The mission of the National Association 
of Insurance and Financial Advisors Great 
Lakes Bay (NAIFA-GLB), formerly Saginaw 
Association of Insurance and Financial 
Advisors, is to promote an ethical business 
environment for those in the profession of 
providing financial security to the public and 
to serve its members through leadership 
and support of the Association.

The National Association of Insurance 
and Financial Advisors Great Lakes Bay 
Scholarship was established to reflect the 
Association’s strong commitment to higher 
education and the importance of giving back 
to the communities it serves.

National Association of Insurance and  
Financial Advisors Great Lakes Bay Region
Established 1996 • Awarded to date: $3,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  High school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree at a two- or four-year 

Michigan college or university  Resident of the Great Lakes Bay Region (Arenac, Bay, Huron,

Iosco, Lapeer, Midland, Saginaw, Sanilac, or Tuscola County)  Residency requirement does not

apply if the student’s parent or legal guardian is a NAIFA-GLB (formerly SIAFA) member  
Full-time enrollment 

NAIFA
GREAT

LAKES BAY

The Nexteer Scholarship Fund mission is to 
help high school graduates in financial need 
through a scholarship program for residents 
of Saginaw, Midland and Bay Counties who 
are pursuing a career in engineering or gen-
eral business. The goal is to help deserving 
individuals within our community achieve 
their career goals – an objective which has 
the added benefit of improving the  
community-at-large.

Nexteer draws upon a 100 year heritage of 
vehicle integration expertise and product 
workmanship. The company has a strong 
foundation and a reputation for providing 
dependable steering solutions and enduring 
customer relationships.

Nexteer Automotive
Established 2013 • Awarded to date: $72,800.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Resident of Bay, Midland or Saginaw Counties,

or surrounding Great Lakes Bay Region  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in Engineering or

Business (includes Global Supply Management, Purchasing, Logistics, etc.)  Attending an 

accredited, four year Michigan university  Additional consideration will be given to Nexteer Team 

Member/immediate family member (children, grandchildren, step-children)  Full-time enrollment       
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The Nexteer Skilled Trades Scholarship 
Fund mission is to assist graduating high 
school seniors and non-traditional students 
enter the Skilled Trades curriculum at Delta 
College. Preference may be given to a student 
with previous exposure to or study of machine 
operations, industrial supervision, skilled 

trades or mechanical design technology.  
The goal of this scholarship fund is to 
help improve the community-at-large by 
providing deserving individuals within our 
community a way to achieve their career 
goals within an increasingly in-demand 
occupation.

Nexteer Automotive Skilled Trade
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $3,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Resident of Bay, Midland or Saginaw Counties, or surrounding Great Lakes Bay Region 
Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing skilled trade education at Delta College  Additional

consideration will be given to Nexteer Team Member/immediate family member (children,

grandchildren, step-children)

 

The Gene and Shirley Nuckolls Scholarship 
was established to give financial assistance 
to a Saginaw Public Schools graduating se-
nior who plans to pursue a teaching career 
at the secondary level.

Shirley Nuckolls, a graduate of Saginaw 
High School, worked in the Saginaw Public 
Schools for over 30 years as a teacher, coun-

selor and assistant principal. Gene Nuckolls 
was principal at Saginaw High School for 
five years and was an assistant superinten-
dent for secondary education for 25 years.

Both educators emphasized individualized 
counseling and strong career preparation 
to ensure success for all students after high 
school.

Gene and Shirley Nuckolls
Established 2002 • Awarded to date: $6,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Majoring in secondary education  High school senior from Saginaw Public

Schools  Full-time enrollment  

 

Biography to come

Omega Psi Phi – Jesse Johnson
Established 1992 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

training  Full-time enrollment  Applicant must be a child, stepchild, or grandchild of an Omega

Psi Phi Fraternity member
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Dr. Raquel Ontiveros’ life was cut short 
when she drowned after being caught in 
a rogue wave while on vacation in Mexico. 
During her lifetime, Raquel packed signif-
icant accomplishments and contributions 
to her community. These accomplishments 
included raising two sons, earning a Ph.D. 
from the University of Michigan and an 
M.A. from Saginaw Valley State University, 
serving as principal at Jerome Elementary in 
Saginaw and teaching in the Saginaw Public 
Schools for many years. As an educator and 
administrator, Raquel stressed the impor-
tance of individuality and creativity.

Raquel was committed also to community 
service. She was appointed to the Hispanic 
Advisory Committee to the State Legis-
lature in the early 1980s and also served 
on the Commission on Spanish Speaking 
Affairs for Michigan. Locally, she served on 
the boards of the Rape Crisis Center and Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, among others.

Friends and family remember Raquel for 
her high energy, infectious enthusiasm and 
what one friend called her “90-kilowatt” 
smile. They established the Dr. Raquel Onti-
veros Memorial Scholarship to help others 
attain their educational goals in Raquel’s 
memory.

Dr. Raquel Ontiveros Memorial
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $8,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  High school senior or college student with at least 1/4 Mexican-American

ancestry  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing a degree in education/teaching  Attending a 

Michigan college or university  Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate or

Career and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/vocation) degree

The “Officer Ed” Scholarship is sponsored 
by the Optimist Club of Saginaw in memory 
of Edwin F. Nowaczyk, a longtime member 
of the Optimist Club and School Safety 
Officer for the City of Saginaw Police 
Department. Better known as “Officer Ed” 
to the thousands of children who loved and 
worked with him, Officer Ed was respon-
sible for the school pedestrian and traffic 
safety programs. He was also instrumental 
in developing the school safety patrol 
program.

Although Officer Ed may be best remem-
bered for his involvement with child 
safety programs, he also served as accident 
investigator, police community relations 
specialist and juvenile investigator with 
the Police Department. During his 38 years 
in law enforcement, Officer Ed received 
several letters of commendation and was 
the first recipient of the Saginaw Police 
Department’s “Lifetime Meritorious Service 
Award.” 

Optimist Club of Saginaw “Officer Ed” 
Nowaczyk
Established 1986 • Awarded to date: $52,815.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  High school senior  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing a degree in criminal

justice or law enforcement (not law school)  Full-time enrollment
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The Thomas P. Orr Scholarship Fund was 
established at Freeland High School in 
September 1999 and transferred to the 
Saginaw Community Foundation in 2006. 
“A great school district can only be devel-
oped with great leadership.” This was Tom 
Orr’s philosophy and goal for the Freeland 
Community School District. This scholarship 
fund was established in memory of Mr. Orr 
who was the Superintendent of the Freeland 

Community School District for 15 years. He 
was extraordinarily proud of this district and 
the pride that the Freeland community and 
its students regularly demonstrate. May his 
memory live on in the hearts and lives of all 
who knew him and may the recipients of this 
scholarship never forget the importance of 
great leadership.

Thomas P. Orr
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $6,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating senior from Freeland High school  Pursuing an undergraduate

or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree at an 

accredited institution  Part- or full-time enrollment

The “Our Littlest Angels – Callie M. Wilson 
Memorial Scholarship” was established in 
2011 to assist students interested in the field 
of Nursing.

Callie Wilson was born on December 20, 
1981 and was a patient in the Regional Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit (RNICU) at Cove-
nant HealthCare in Saginaw. After 46 days 
of wonderful care, Callie passed away. Her 
parents, Byron and Mickey Wilson, along 
with several of their friends started the Our 
Littlest Angels Fund in 1982. The fund has 
raised $1.3 million through its golf tourna-
ment and bowl-a-thons for the purchase of 
specialized equipment for the RNICU.

Covenant HealthCare’s RNICU is truly a 
live saving service for distressed infants 
throughout the East-Central Region of 
Michigan. Several thousands of critically ill 
newborns have been cared for in this unit 
since its inception.

The golf tournament and bowling event 
have now been retired and the remaining 
funds are being used to establish this schol-
arship to honor all those associated with the 
RNICU in Callie’s memory. This scholarship 
will be awarded to students wishing to enter 
education in nursing. They must demon-
strate strong leadership skills and a passion 
for infants and nursing.

Our Littlest Angels –  
Callie M. Wilson Memorial
Established 2004 • Awarded to date: $66,396.90

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Resident of Saginaw, Bay or Midland 

Counties  Pursuing an associate, undergraduate, or Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation) degree in a nursing field  Full-time enrollment
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Margaret L. Palmer was born in Newberry,  
Michigan. She received her teaching 
certificate in 1927 from Northern Michigan 
University in Marquette, Michigan. In 1956, 
Miss Palmer moved to Saginaw to teach first 
grade at North Elementary School. Retiring 
in 1974 after 46 years of service, Miss Palm-
er’s teaching made a difference in the lives of 
countless young people.

William H. Palmer established this scholar-
ship in honor of his sister. “Education was so 
important to her,” remembered Bill, “I can 
still recall the opening days of school. Her 

enthusiasm was just bubbling. You couldn’t 
help but realize how teaching was more 
than just a job for her.” 

“She influenced so many people. People still 
come up to me and tell me how Margaret 
made a difference in their lives or in the lives 
of someone they know. There were no bad 
youngsters as far as she was concerned. 
Good teachers like Margaret are necessary 
to inspire young minds. That’s why the Mar-
garet L. Palmer Scholarship is designated for 
those interested in elementary education.”

Margaret L. Palmer
Established 1987 • Awarded to date: $74,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in elementary education at a Michigan

college or university  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill, Saginaw High, SASA or Heritage high

schools  Full-time enrollment  

The Perceptions organization was formed 
in 2002 to provide educational programs, 
networking opportunities and services for 
the well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender individuals and their families, 
allies and their community-at-large.

The scholarship will be awarded to a 
Michigan resident who has demonstrated a 
passion for promoting mutual respect and 
acceptance across borders of race, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender identity and gen-
der expression.

Perceptions
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $12,175.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Resident of Michigan  High school senior, college student or non-traditional

student  Pursuing a graduate or undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation)  Demonstrated a commitment to promoting respect and 

acceptance of diversity across all borders including race, religion, sexual orientation, gender

identity and gender expression  Volunteer work in the LGBTQ+ community  Part- or full-time

enrollment
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Edward F. Petzko was a high school teacher 
for over 30 years, beginning in Evansville, 
Wisconsin, before moving to St. Charles, 
Michigan. He spent the last 25 years of his 
teaching career at Arthur Hill High School.  
In addition to his teaching role, Ed was very 
active in athletics and held head coaching 
positions in basketball, football, track and 
cross-country. Ed was the man in the press 
box behind the numbers on the electronic 
scoreboard at the Arthur Hill Memorial 
Stadium. In 1980, “Coach” Petzko was 
inducted into the Michigan Sports Sages 
recognizing his coaching activities. He was 
an avid amateur golfer and passed his love of 

the game to his children and grandchildren –  
who found success at the high school and 
collegiate level.  

When Ed passed away in July 2007, 
his family and friends established this 
scholarship in his name to help student 
athletes fulfill their dreams of a college 
education. The recipient of the Edward F. 
Petzko Student Athlete Scholarship will be 
an above average student that received a 
varsity letter in either track or golf.

Edward F. Petzko Student Athlete
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $8,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Graduating high school senior  Attending a

Michigan college or university in pursuit of an undergraduate degree  Full-time enrollment 
Varsity letter and minimum 2 years participation in golf, track or cross country

Jerrold E. Potts was born and raised in Sag-
inaw, living here until his death in 1997. An 
electrician by trade, he served in the U.S. Ar-
my and Army Reserves. Jerry was a longtime 
member of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local #557. He was also a 
member of the Saginaw Lodge #77, F&AM, 
where he twice served as Worshipful Master. 

 

Jerry was a caring, compassionate person 
who supported many causes, often anon-
ymously. When establishing the Jerrold E. 
Potts Scholarship, Jerry indicated that the 
primary scholarship beneficiaries should 
be the children and grandchildren of IBEW 
557 members because “I started there.” He 
also wanted the scholarship to “make the 
difference between going to school and not 
going to school.”

Jerrold E. Potts
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $414,285.80

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Parent, grandparent, or legal guardian must be a current or retired member of

IBEW 557  Attend a Michigan college or university, unless an out-of state school is necessary for

a specialized field of study  Pursuing a bachelor or graduate degree  Traditional student  Full-time

enrollment
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George William Roe is a young hospitality 
professional who graduated from Arthur 
Hill High School in 2003 and Michigan State 
University’s - The School of Hospitality 
Business in 2007 with a specialization in in-
ternational lodging. He is currently working 
as the director of housekeeping at Marina 
Bay Sands Resort Hotel Casino in Singapore, 
overseeing an operation of over 400 team 
members with 2,561 rooms and suites. He is 
truly blessed, and finds it important to give 
back to the community and industry which 
has given him much growth, success and 
adventure.  

He is passionate about the hospitality 
industry and understands that without such 
scholarships he would have not been as for-
tunate to experience the opportunities that 
he has. His studies, extracurricular activities 
and internships have taken him around 
the country and the world. He encourages 
young aspiring hoteliers to continue to “step 
out of their comfort zones in order to experi-
ence something extraordinary.”

During his schooling he found what it means 
to have a work/life balance and realized that 
if you work hard, you get to play harder and 
are able to live life fully … every day. His stud-
ies allowed him to travel between New York 
and California with extracurricular groups 
that opened his eyes to the hospitality field. 
He landed an internship at a private golf/
yacht club which made him set his eyes on 

bigger and better opportunities. During his 
studies, he was able to take part in a study 
abroad program where he traveled to India, 
Thailand and Dubai. During his overseas 
studies, he realized that the desire to work 
internationally. 

After graduating, he took an opportunity 
as a front desk agent at the Venetian in Las 
Vegas, Nevada with the Las Vegas Sands 
Corporation. He was confident that with his 
love for hospitality, that he would be able to 
prove himself. He was quickly promoted to 
front desk manager overseeing the opening 
of The Palazzo. Later, he was given the op-
portunity to be a front office manager on the 
opening team of Marina Bay Sands Resort 
in Singapore. After opening the world’s 
most expensive resort, he became the hotel 
manager overseeing the front office and 
V.I.P. operations. Recently, George has been 
promoted to the director of housekeep-
ing. With his journey overseas, his love for 
motorcycles remains and he continues to 
ride his Harley Davidson to work every day, 
rain or shine. 

Such opportunities have given George the 
ambition and drive to continue to grow his 
career and experiences, wherever it may 
take him, and he encourages everyone to 
continue to push themselves for a greater 
future.

Pursuit of Hospitality– 
The George William Roe Scholarship
Established 2012 • Awarded to date: $4,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS
Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in

Hospitality Management  Graduating high school senior or current college student  Resident

of Saginaw County
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The Bud and Katherine Rae Aviation 
Scholarship was organized by friends of the 
late Bernard “Bud” Rae in 1983 to honor 
his many years of service to the aviation 
community. Among the principal organizers 
and donors of the scholarship fund are the 
Aviation Division of the Saginaw County 
Sheriff’s Department, the Saginaw Valley Air 
Museum and Mrs. Katherine Rae.

The purposes of the scholarship are to assist 
in preparation for an aviation career, to pro-
mote safety in aviation through education, 
training and research, to promote scientific 
study of aviation-related phenomenon, to 
develop aviation-oriented community lead-
ers and to perpetuate the spirit of communi-
ty service personified by Bud Rae.

Bud and Katherine Rae Aviation
Established 1991 • Awarded to date: $17,100.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

U.S. citizen and resident of Saginaw County  Accepted or enrolled in an aviation-related program

at a technical school, community college or university in Michigan  Show character, commitment,

and ability required for a career in aviation  Interest and involvement in aviation-oriented 

activities is mandatory (i.e., Civil Air Patrol, Young Eagle)  Full-time enrollment 

Jerry Redeemer was a graduate of Saginaw 
High School Class of 1966. He was employed 
at Saginaw Steering Gear until he followed 
his desire to work with children. His exact 
words were, “I’ve been around kids all my 
life, I can’t see myself putting in 25 years 
of service on an assembly line. I’m looking 
for something to venture into and this 
recreation job is growing on me.” After hard 
work and dedication to children, he became 
director of the City of Saginaw Recreation 
Department. After dedicating over 30 years 
touching lives in so many different ways, he 
retired in 1997. After retirement, Jerry was 

employed as the director of the Buena Vista 
Community Center. 

In 1985, Jerry became a licensed minister at 
True Vine Missionary Baptist Church. Jerry 
also founded several choirs and groups 
including the Saginaw Valley District Choir, 
Saginaw Valley Mass Choir and Sterling 
Brooks and Connection Choir. He was also 
affiliated with the State and National Baptist 
Conventions that include the Gospel Music 
Workshop of America.

Jerry Redeemer Memorial
Established 2010 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.0 GPA  Graduating senior from any Saginaw Public School  Pursuing an under-

graduate degree in music or community recreation  Part- or full-time enrollment 
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Harold and Bernadine Reiss grew up in 
large rural families and lived through the 
Great Depression. Harold quit school after 
the eighth grade to get a job and Bernadine 
was forced to give up her dream of being 
a teacher. But these experiences taught 
them to be resourceful and compassionate 
towards those in similar circumstances. 
Harold and Bernadine did not have much, 
but they shared what they could without 
condition in a kind and caring way.

Harold worked for The Dow Chemical 
Company for 40 years while Bernadine 
immersed herself in community service. 
She was a Girl Scout leader, Sunday school 
teacher, election board official and civilian 
defense marshal in WWII. In 1949, Berna-
dine helped develop Freeland’s Memorial 
Park. In 1956, she was a founding mem-
ber of St. Agnes Catholic church and first 
president of the Altar Society. Bernadine 
was also president of the Freeland Women’s 
Study Club and later president of the  

Saginaw County Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. Harold was a charter member of 
Freeland’s volunteer fire department and 
served over 40 years. In 1986, Harold and 
Bernadine were named Freeland’s “Citi-
zens of the Year” for their many decades 
of service to the community, and, in 1987, 
they were honored by the Gleaners for 
their lifelong community involvement. 
Few people have done as much for their 
family, their community, and their friends 
and neighbors. And that will be Harold and 
Bernadine’s everlasting legacy.

The Harold and Bernadine Reiss Scholar-
ship continues their tradition of community 
service by helping deserving students of 
Freeland High School achieve their career 
goals. The selection process will consider 
both academic ability and financial need. 
The scholarship may be used to fund either 
collegiate or Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) (skilled trade/vocation)  
education.

Harold and Bernadine Reiss
Established 2010 • Awarded to date: $7,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.0 GPA  Graduating seniors from Freeland High School  Part- or full-time enrollment 
Two awards annually – one to a female and one to a male  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or

Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training        

 

Patricia Rennert was an elementary teacher 
in Saginaw Township Community Schools 
for 33 years. She began teaching at Hem-
meter Elementary School and finished her 
teaching career at Arrowwood Elementary 
School, retiring in 1991. Miss Rennert was 

an avid reader and shared that love with 
her students through read-alouds and book 
recommendations. She was a great conver-
sationalist and always enjoyed meeting up 
with former students to learn about their 
lives and hear their stories.

Patricia Rennert Memorial Scholarship 
Established 2019 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduates of Heritage High School or Mackinaw High School  Part-or full-time

enrollment  Attending any college or university in Michigan  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in

any Early Childhood Education–12th Grade teacher education program  Financial need  Must be at

least a college sophomore at time of application
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Team One Credit Union established the 
Dean Ruple Scholarship in 1999 in memory 
of Dean Ruple, one of the Credit Union’s 
most prominent developers. Mr. Ruple was 
elected to the Board of Directors of Team 
One Credit Union in 1957 and continued 
serving the Credit Union in various capaci-
ties until 1998.

Mr. Ruple dedicated his life to education. He 
was employed by the Saginaw City School 
District for over 30 years as both a teacher 
and administrator. He also taught at Delta 

College and with the Bridgeport-Spauld-
ing school system. He was active in the 
MEA-SEA, the NEA, the Youth Involvement 
Council and the Family Involvement Council. 

Mr. Ruple was proud to witness the growth 
of Team One from 200 members and 
$40,000 in assets to its present mem-
bership of more than 36,000 with over 
$197,000,000 in assets. His proactive leader-
ship was respected by all and he is greatly 
missed.

Dean Ruple
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $162,900.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.7 GPA  City of Saginaw resident  Applicant must be a member of Team One Credit

Union  High school senior   Pursuing an undergraduate academic degree   Full-time enrollment 

 
*Total includes amounts awarded under the Theron & Marion Fager Team One Scholarship, Dean Ruple 
Team One Scholarship and Team One Credit Union Scholarship.

TEAM ONE CREDIT UNION

 
 

The Saginaw Area Health Care Administra-
tors Scholarship was established in 1987 to 
help advance health care for the elderly and 
ill elderly. The scholarship provides cash 
awards to assist employees of association 
members in meeting educational expenses. 

Each year, employees in the areas of admin-
istration, nursing, dietary, maintenance, and 
other health-related occupations are invited 
to apply for scholarships.

Saginaw Area Health Care Administrators
Established 1996 • Awarded to date: $21,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Applicants must have at least one year of seniority and continuous employment at one of the

following Saginaw County facilities: Hoyt Nursing Home, Frankenmuth Convalescent Center,

Frankenmuth Lutheran Home, Luther Manor, Sun Valley Manor, Saginaw Geriatrics Home, 

St. Francis Home, Tendercare Saginaw, Martin Luther Home or Chesaning Nursing Care Center  
Part- or full-time enrollment in an accredited college or university

SAHCA
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The Saginaw Black Nurses Association 
(SBNA) is the local chapter of the National 
Black Nurses Association, Inc. SBNA was 
established in 1971. From its origins, SBNA 
has been dedicated to improving health 
outcomes for those who are underserved or 
who face barriers in access to health care. 

The mission of SBNA is to provide a forum 
for collective activities by a group of nurses 
to “investigate, define and determine the 
health care needs of our community and to 
implement change to make available to the 
community health care that is accessible 
and acceptable.” SBNA provides health 

education for, and with, the community to 
support health promotion and disease 
prevention, and to empower individuals and 
families for self care, and they are commit-
ted to collaborative efforts with private and 
public agencies and organizations which 
share common concerns for improving the 
health status of all people.

This scholarship will be awarded to a 
student accepted into the school of nursing. 
This student must become an active 
member of the SBNA. If the student is a 
non-licensed student, the fee will be waived.

Saginaw Black Nurses Association –  
Nell Kelly
Established 2010 • Awarded to date: $3,350.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate degree in nursing  Michigan resident 
Part- or full-time enrollment  Accepted in a school of nursing 

Joanne Robertson, a lifelong resident of 
Saginaw, devoted much of her life to  
community service. Her 30 years of pro-
fessional work was with the Buena Vista 
School District, where she was a speech and 
language pathologist helping young people 
with their communication skills.

Joanne was an enthusiastic supporter of the 
performing arts. Her interest in music was 

both as a patron and as a performer. She 
sang with the Saginaw Choral Society for 
14 years. She served as their librarian, vice 
president of marketing and vice president of 
membership. The Joanne Robertson Memo-
rial Scholarship was created to perpetuate 
the memory of her devotion to helping 
others and her love of music.

Saginaw Choral Society –  
Joanne Robertson Memorial
Established 1993 • Awarded to date: $23,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.25 GPA and ACT score of 20  High school senior graduating from a Saginaw County

high school  Majoring in music  Admitted to the Department of Music at an accredited college or

university  Full-time enrollment 
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The Saginaw Community Foundation (SCF) 
established the SCF Collaborative Scholar-
ships in 2006 as a collaboration of tributes 
to individuals and organizations. This 2007 
scholarship is made possible, in-part by the 
generosity of our donors and in memory/
tribute of the following: Rev. Dr. Roosevelt 

Austin, Sr., Dorothy and Robert Blue, 
Shamonica Brown, Zoetta Davis, C.K. Eddy 
Memorial Fund, Joseph M. Godard, Kanika 
Goodman, Michael Jeffers Memorial Fund, 
Parker Thomas Miller, Burris and Kathie 
Smith, and Carman "Cart" Washburn.

Saginaw Community Foundation – Collaborative
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $78,408.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

2.0 minimum GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school or college student  Pursuing an 

associate, undergraduate, graduate, or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled

trade/vocation) degree  Attend a Michigan college or university, unless an out-of state school is

necessary for a specialized field of study  Part- or full-time enrollment 

The Saginaw Country Club has been one of 
the premier private clubs in Michigan for 
over 116 years. In honor of its centennial 
year in 1998, the Club’s Board of Governors 
established the Saginaw Country Club Golf 
Scholarship.

The scholarship is offered to promote and 
reward golf playing among Saginaw County’s 
youth.

Saginaw Country Club Golf
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $6,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Senior from a Saginaw County high school  Involvement in golf at the high

school and/or competition level  Attend an accredited college, university, or technical school to

pursue a two- or four-year degree  Full-time enrollment  

The Saginaw County Association of Retired 
School Personnel is made up of approxi-
mately 1,000 retired Saginaw County school 
workers, including teachers, administrators, 
librarians, custodians, cafeteria workers and 
secretaries. 

The Saginaw County Association of Retired 
School Personnel established the Sagi-
naw County Association of Retired School 
Personnel Scholarship in 1995 to assist a 
graduate of any Saginaw County public high 
school who plans to pursue a career in edu-
cation at an accredited college or university 
in Michigan.

Saginaw County Association of  
Retired School Personnel
Established 1995 • Awarded to date: $32,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  High school senior from any Saginaw County public high school  Pursuing 

an undergraduate degree in education  Attending a Michigan college or university  Full-time

enrollment

SCARSP
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A group of concerned citizens met in 1966 to 
investigate the feasibility of founding a child 
care agency as part of the local community’s 
services to needy families. This meeting 
resulted in the founding of the Saginaw 
County Child Development Centers, Inc. (SC-
CDC) in May 1967. The agency started with a 
staff of five and at the time of its dissolution 
in 1998, it had a staff of more than 200 and 
served nearly 1,200 economically disad-
vantaged and at-risk preschool children 
throughout Saginaw County. 

In its 31-year history, SCCDC provided a 
variety of programs including home day 

care programs, emergency food programs, 
training programs for staff and parents, a 
food reimbursement program for home day 
care providers, Michigan School Readiness 
program, Head Start and housing programs. 
The success of the program was its part-
nership within the communities it served 
to provide an opportunity for children and 
families to move from poverty to a self-suf-
ficient lifestyle. The agency was dissolved 
when Saginaw County Community Action 
Committee was required by the government 
to operate the Head Start program, instead 
of delegating to SCCDC.

Saginaw County Child Development Centers
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $8,250.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Cumulative 2.5-3.0 GPA  Saginaw County resident  High school senior or college student  
Pursuing undergraduate studies  Part- or full-time enrollment (preference will be given to students

with full time enrollment) 

The Saginaw County Lawyers’ Auxiliary was 
founded in 1955. Its purpose is to promote 
the interests of the Saginaw County Bar 
Association and to encourage law-related 
activities that contribute to community 
progress and improvements.

The Saginaw County Lawyers’ Auxiliary 
Scholarship has been established to benefit 
a Saginaw County resident pursuing  
a law-related degree.

Saginaw County Lawyers’ Auxiliary
Established 1994 • Awarded to date: $11,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in

any law-related field of study, such as paralegal, legal assistant, legal secretary, court reporter,

and criminal justice  Attending a Michigan college or university  Part- or full-time enrollment  
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QUALIFICATIONS 

High school senior or college student from Saginaw County  Pursuing an undergraduate degree 
Applicant, parent, legal guardian or grandparent must be a Lifetime Voting Member of the Saginaw

County Sports Hall of Fame  Must have lettered in a varsity sport for at least two years  Full-time

enrollment  Attending a Michigan college or university with preference given to students attending

Saginaw Valley State University 

The Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame 
Scholarship was established to assist Sagi-
naw County student-athletes who are con-
tinuing their academic and athletic career at 
Saginaw Valley State University.

The Hall of Fame started with a grassroots 
effort in 2001 when board members actually 
“passed a hat” to begin their funding. The 
first induction banquet was held October 26, 
2002, at Saginaw Valley State University’s 
Curtiss Hall in front of nearly 650 people.

The purpose of the corporation is to foster 
amateur sports competition by recognizing 
present and former area athletes, coaches 
and others who have distinguished them-
selves in the field of athletics, either individ-
ually or by virtue of their performance on, or 
in connection with athletic teams represent-
ing their high school, community college, 
four-year college, university or professional 
team or sport; or by meritorious effort on 
behalf of athletics. The corporation will 
annually nominate, elect, honor and award 
truly outstanding Saginaw County male and 
female athletes, both past and present.

Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $15,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS (MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Parent or legal guardian must be a current member of the Saginaw Education

Association  High school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Full-time enrollment  

The Saginaw Education Association (SEA), 
the teachers’ union for the Saginaw Public 
Schools, was established to represent the 
700 teachers within the City of Saginaw and 
to enhance the education of the commu-
nity’s children. The SEA is awarding the 

Saginaw Education Association Scholarship 
to give future educators an opportunity to 
pursue a degree in education. Two scholar-
ships will be awarded to students attending 
Saginaw Public Schools.

Saginaw Education Association  
Scholarships
Established 1997 • Awarded to date: $16,950.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 
For a complete list of qualifications, visit our website at saginawfoundation.org/site/ 
saginaw-county-promise-zone-scholarship/

Saginaw Promise – investing in the future of 
Saginaw and the lives of its students through 
a postsecondary education scholarship. The 
Saginaw Promise is an economic initiative 
formed through the Michigan Promise Zone 
Authority Act, enacted in 2009. The Saginaw 
Promise mission is to affect Saginaw’s 
economy and quality of life by promoting 
and supporting postsecondary education 
for all of Saginaw’s graduating students 
through information, programming, and a 
residence-based, last-dollar scholarship. 
Students eligible to apply must live in and 
graduate from a high school in the Saginaw 

Promise Zone consisting of the geographic 
boundaries of the Saginaw Public School 
District (City of Saginaw, City of Zilwaukee, 
Kochville Township and the area of Buena 
Vista Township designated to the Saginaw 
Public School District). The Saginaw Prom-
ise’s goal is for all of Saginaw’s graduating 
students to earn a program certificate or 
degree from a technical or trade school, 
community college or university in the state 
of Michigan. The scholarship funds tuition 
and mandatory fees that are not covered 
by federal, state, private, or other grants or 
scholarships.

Saginaw Promise
Established 2009 • Awarded to date: $922,000.00

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree

in a human service field  Must be at least a college sophomore at time of application  Part- or

full-time enrollment   

The Saginaw Social Service Club, established 
in 1936, provides this scholarship in memory 
of Norman Osborne. 

The Saginaw Social Service Club’s goals are 
to promote social work, the exchange of 
ideas and information on social  
questions, and the development of  

professional relationships to enhance public 
service. 

Mr. Osborne dedicated his life to the better-
ment of the Saginaw community and was 
a lifelong member of the Saginaw Social 
Service Club.

Saginaw Social Service – 
Norman D. Osborne Memorial
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $5,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Student, parent or guardian must be a member of STBA or work for an STBA 

member employer  Graduating high school senior or current college student  Full-time enrollment

at an accredited Michigan college or university  Pursuing a Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation), associate, undergraduate or graduate degree in business or a

business related field

The Thomas (Tom) W. McDonald, Sr. 
Saginaw Township Business Association 
Scholarship is offered to promote continued 
education for students pursuing a degree 
in a business or business related field at an 
accredited Michigan college or university. 

This scholarship was created to pay tribute 
to Saginaw Township Business Association 
(STBA) founder, Saginaw philanthropist, 
historian and businessman Tom McDonald. 

The STBA’s objective is to enhance edu-
cational opportunities and future career 
opportunities in Saginaw Township and 
Saginaw County. 

Mr. McDonald, on behalf of the STBA Board 
of Directors and its business members, 
thank you for your support and encourage-
ment over the past 20 years.

Saginaw Township Business Association –
Thomas W. McDonald, Sr.
Established 1997 • Awarded to date: $34,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior or current college student  Must be a current or

prior member of a Saginaw County 4H, FFA or similar program based in Saginaw County  Pursuing

a career in agriculture or ag-related occupations (see listing above)  Demonstrated leadership ability 
Must have exhibited at the Saginaw County Fair or provided service (can include volunteer work) to

the fair

Established by the Saginaw Valley Agricul-
tural Association, the Saginaw Valley Ag 
Heritage Scholarship honors the region’s 
rich agricultural heritage while preparing 
students to shape its future. Scholarships 
will be awarded to deserving students ma-
joring in fields such as (but not limited to) 
agricultural engineering, agriscience 

education, animal science, crop/soil 
science, environmental economics, food 
science/management, forestry, horticulture 
or parks and recreation. Through this schol-
arship, the Association plans to encourage 
leadership among practitioners of food and 
environmental careers.

Saginaw Valley Ag Heritage
Established 2011 • Awarded to date: $13,750.00

*Total includes amounts awarded under 
the Theron & Marion Fager Team One 
Scholarship, Dean Ruple Team One 
Scholarship and Team One Credit Union 
Scholarship.
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.75 GPA  Graduating high school senior from St. Charles Community Schools 

(current year) and have attended the district for a minimum of nine (9) years  Attending a 

college of choice and/or CTE certified program  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Full-time

enrollment  Demonstrated leadership skills  Involvement in community and school organizations

with evidence of volunteer work

The St. Charles Community Foundation 
Scholarship will provide an opportunity for 
St. Charles High School graduating seniors 
to advance their post-graduate training.  

The scholarship will offer tuition-only 
support for as many senior graduates from 
St. Charles High School as can be monetarily 
funded.

St. Charles Community Foundation  
Scholarship
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $7,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Freeland High School  Pursuing 

undergraduate degree in hospitality management or sports management  Full-time 

enrollment  Applicant must be a member of or have an immediate family member employed

by Freeland Sports Zone

Sue Sauer has been a resident of Freeland 
since 1980 – back when it was a small village 
of 4,000 residents. She and her husband 
Tim raised their three children as the 
population of Freeland grew to 14,000. 
There have been numerous community 
successes which has made Freeland the 
fastest growing community in Saginaw 
County. One of the most prominent is the 
Freeland SportsZone – a premier health and 
wellness facility with membership of over 
4,000 individuals. A major part of the 
Freeland SportsZone’s success is its annual 
charity fundraiser, Arts in the Park. Sue was 
the lead on the creation of and success of 
this area event – which is now in its 12th year. 
For the event’s first 10 years, Sue served as 

its Chairperson. Her leadership of Arts in the 
Park is the reason why the Freeland 
SportsZone funds this scholarship and other 
scholarships. Sue’s success with Arts in the 
Park also funds community memberships 
for families that don’t have the means 
themselves. Additionally, this annual event 
helps provide equipment for children's 
programs at the Freeland SportsZone. Sue’s 
hospitality skills at pulling together and 
organizing over 100 volunteers, artists, 
auctions, spirits, bands and food vendors has 
made Arts in the Park a major event in the 
heart of the Great Lakes Bay Region. More 
importantly, it has allowed yet another 
project to give back to the community in so 
many meaningful ways.

Susan J. Sauer Hospitality and 
Sports Management Scholarship
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $2,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Freeland High School  Pursuing 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training in the construction

trade  Part-time enrollment

Ron Schauman has been a tremendous 
investor in the Freeland community for 
his entire life. Ron and his wife moved to 
Freeland in the early 1980s and helped build 
Freeland into the success it is today. He 
built a stellar family with his wife Michelle, 
three children and eight grandchildren – all 
of whom still reside in Freeland today. He 
constructed many of the residential neigh-
borhoods and businesses in the Freeland 
area and has contributed thousands of his 
own labor hours and tens of thousands 
of hard earned dollars into building the 
Freeland community. Along the way he 
mentored many in the skilled trades who 

now own and operate their own businesses 
in the area. Of the dozens of Ron’s commu-
nity contributions he has made to date, the 
very successful Freeland SportsZone is one 
that looms large. The Ronald J. Schauman 
Trades Scholarship Fund mission is to assist 
graduating high school seniors and non-tra-
ditional students entering a skilled trade 
curriculum. It was the skilled trades and 
strong family values that Ron used to help 
build Freeland. The Freeland SportsZone 
is now proud to extend such an opportuni-
ty in Ron’s name to the young builders of 
tomorrow.

Ronald J. Schauman Trades Scholarship
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $2,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  High school senior (or college student if you are a previous recipient)  Saginaw

County, Michigan; Lyon County, Minnesota or Muscatine County, Iowa resident  Pursuing an

undergraduate degree in agriculture or agriculture-related occupations  Full-time enrollment  

The Louis R. and Helen E. Schwartz FFA 
Agricultural Scholarship was established to 
help prepare Saginaw County students for a 
future in agriculture or an agriculture-relat-
ed field. Both Lou and Helen Schwartz were 
raised on farms in Iowa, so they knew from 
first-hand experience that farming can be a 
difficult business. They moved to Franken-
muth when Lou opened area S&H Stores in 
1962. The stores were sold to Quality Farm 
and Fleet in 1982.

Lou remarked, “Farming is a very difficult 
business. Because so many factors like the 

weather can’t be controlled, we believe it’s 
important that farmers be as prepared as 
possible in order to influence those factors 
over which they do have some control. 
I grew up in the Great Depression and 
wasn’t afforded the opportunity of a college 
degree. I hope that the scholarship we are 
establishing will help young people be bet-
ter prepared for a future in agriculture.”

Scholarships are awarded to students from 
Saginaw County Michigan, Lyon County 
Minnesota and Muscatine County Iowa.

Louis R. and Helen E. Schwartz  
FFA Agricultural
Established 1996 • Awarded to date: $128,756.54
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Stuart Schweigert established this schol-
arship in 2008 to assist a student athlete 
from his alma mater, Heritage High School.  
While attending Heritage, Stuart was ranked 
as the No. 9 defensive back and the No. 78 
player overall in the nation by Prep Football 
Report, as the No. 18 best skill athlete by Su-
perPrep and a four-star recruit (out of four) 
by Rivals.com. He was a PrepSport All-Amer-
ican and named to The Detroit News and 
The Saginaw News dream teams. Stuart 
totaled 1,502 rushing yards with 22 touch-
downs as an option quarterback. He threw 
for 500 yards with four touchdowns and 
recorded 50 tackles with three interceptions 
and seven pass breakups on defense. Stuart 
was named the Detroit Athletic Club Male 
Athlete of the Year as a senior. He also led 
the league in rushing and scoring and won 
the 100m dash State Championship as a 
junior with a time of 10.32.

After a successful athletic career at Heritage 
High School, he went on to play defensive 
back at Purdue University. Stuart was a 
semifinalist for the Jim Thorpe Award (given 
to the nation’s top defensive back) in each 
of his last three seasons at Purdue. He was 
named to the Bronko Nagurski Trophy 

“watch list” (nation’s outstanding defensive 
player) in his junior and senior year. As a 
senior, he was named All-America by The 
Sporting News and Associated Press, All-Big 
Ten Conference and Academic All-Big Ten 
and team Most Valuable Player. Stu started 
45 of 49 games for Purdue, recording 360 
tackles (226 solos) with 2.5 sacks, 16 stops 
for losses of 38 yards, three forced fumbles 
and 23 pass deflections. His 360 tackles rank 
ninth on the school’s all-time list. He also in-
tercepted 17 passes for 176 yards in returns, 
breaking the old Purdue career record of 11 
pass thefts previously held by Rod Woodson.

Stuart was drafted by the Oakland Raiders 
as the 3rd pick in the 3rd round (67th 
overall). He started all four years and led 
the team in tackles in 2007 with 109 and 
recorded four interceptions, 22 passes de-
fended, three forced fumbles, five fumble 
recoveries and 303 total tackles in four 
years with the Raiders. Stuart signed  
with the Detroit Lions in 2008.

With this scholarship, Stuart hopes to help a 
fellow student athlete fulfill their dreams of 
attending college.

Stuart Schweigert
Established 2008 • Awarded to date: $5,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from Heritage High School pursuing an undergraduate

degree  Resident of Saginaw County  Full-time enrollment  Must have lettered in a varsity sport at

Heritage High School        
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.2 GPA  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School, Saginaw High School or 

Saginaw Arts & Sciences Academy  Enrolled full-time  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in 

pre-law  Minimum 1 year participation in high school track  Ethnic minority

Kelvin, an outstanding member of the bas-
ketball and track teams at Arthur Hill High 
School, set remaining track records before 
graduating in 1980. Kelvin continued on to 
be a Big Ten champion and record setter in 
indoor and outdoor track at Michigan State 
University on the 1 mile, 1,600 meter and 
the 4x400-meter relay teams in 1982 and 
1983. After graduating from MSU in 1984, 

Kelvin went on to receive a Juris Doctorate 
degree from Georgetown University Law 
Center in 1987. An attorney in both corpo-
rate and governmental fields and a member 
of various legal organizations, Kelvin served 
as the director of the Michigan Department 
of Civil Rights at the time of his passing 
where he championed the rights of people 
without full equality in Michigan.

Kelvin W. Scott Memorial
Established 2010 • No scholarships awarded to date

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating senior from Heritage High School  Pursuing an undergraduate

degree in education (any level) or educational administrative degree  Full-time enrollment at a

Michigan college or university

When Jerry L. Seese retired as superinten-
dent of Saginaw Township Public Schools at 
the end of the 2011/2012 academic year, he 
had been involved in education for 47 years. 
His educational roles include science and 
health teacher, multi-sport coach, athletic 
director, counselor, assistant principal, prin-
cipal, assistant superintendent and superin-
tendent. The highlights of his tenure include 
implementing the International Baccalau-

reate Program at Heritage High School, ap-
plying for the Middle Years Programme and 
implementing the Math in Focus® program. 
Other highlights are reorganizing the district 
and keeping the district financially sound.

This scholarship was created by the Saginaw 
Township School Board members to assist 
students graduating from Heritage High 
School pursue a career in education. 

Jerry L. Seese Ed.D. Education
Established 2012 • Awarded to date: $3,000.00

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

GPA 2.5 – 3.5  Graduating high school seniors from Swan Valley High School residing in James

Township, Thomas Township, or Swan Creek Township  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or

Career and Techincal Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Preference is given to 

students attending 1) Delta College; 2) Saginaw Valley State University; 3) Any post-secondary

school in Michigan  Part-or full-time enrollment

Biography to come.

Shields Men’s Club Scholarship 
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $6,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS (FREELAND GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP) 
Graduating senior from Freeland High School  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate or

undergraduate degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)

training

QUALIFICATIONS (HVACR PROGRAM AT FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP) 
Graduating high school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in Heating, Ventilation, Air 

Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVACR) at Ferris State University  Resident of the lower 

peninsula of Michigan  Full-time enrollment 

QUALIFICATIONS (MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 3.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Pursuing an Undergraduate or Graduate 

Degree in Medicine  Resident of the lower peninsula of Michigan  Full-time enrollment

QUALIFICATIONS (MICHIGAN RESIDENT SCHOLARSHIP) 
Graduating high school senior  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associate or undergraduate

degree or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Resident

of the lower peninsula of Michigan  Full-time enrollment

The Bernie Smillie Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 2010, in memory of 
Freeland resident and business owner 
Bernie Smillie. Bernie passed away in 2000, 
due to complications from a lung transplant 
he had received in 1994. In 2005, family and 
friends of Bernie established the Bernie 
Smillie Memorial Golf Outing. Proceeds of 
this outing has helped to promote organ 
donor support and awareness and establish 
this scholarship fund.

Bernie was born January 9, 1938 in Saginaw, 
Michigan. He graduated from St. Andrews 
High School in 1956. In 1959 he married 
Sharon A. Call. The two moved to the 

Freeland area and raised five children. After 
working as a plumbing foreman for a local 
Saginaw business for 20 years, Bernie 
opened Smillie Plumbing and Heating, 
which continues to operate today.

The recipients of these scholarships should 
consider some of the beliefs of Bernie 
Smillie. He believed in hard work, whether 
it’s using your brain or your hands. Have fun 
at home and at work. Have a sense of humor. 
Listen to others and show respect. Give 
others the benefit of the doubt. But mostly, 
don’t be so serious.

Bernie Smillie Memorial Scholarships
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $30,337.00
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Albert A. Smith was born in Omer, Michigan 
in 1913. He began his education is a one 
room schoolhouse near Omer and success-
fully completed his first three grades in the 
first year of school. Upon graduation from 
Flint Northern High School at age 15, he 
went on to receive an undergraduate degree 
from the University of Michigan and thereaf-
ter a law degree in 1939. In the mid-1950s, Al 
opened a law office in Saginaw which later 
became the law firm of Smith Bovill, P.C. 

Mr. Smith’s love of the law was matched by 
his interest in the outdoors, and in particular 
his beloved Ruffed Grouse. He used his roll-
ing farm and woods to entertain his friends, 

clients and courtroom adversaries. He was a 
consummate host to anyone who shared his 
love for the hunt.

Al was generous with his time and resourc-
es, and he supported and served on the 
boards of his favorite charities and civic 
groups, including the Salvation Army, the 
Ruffed Grouse Society, where he served as 
national president, the Samaritan Center 
and First Congregational Church. In 1976, he 
was recognized for his outstanding conser-
vation work when he received the Wildlife 
Conservationist of the Year Award from the 
Michigan United Conservation Clubs.

Albert Smith Conservation
Established 2003 • Awarded to date: $75,381.38

QUALIFICATIONS 

Saginaw County resident  Pursuing an associate, undergraduate, graduate or Career and Technical

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree in Conservation Management  Part- or

full-time enrollment

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.2 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Bridgeport High School  Boys or girls 

varsity football or varsity basketball student athlete  Pursuing an undergraduate degree   
Full-time enrollment

David and Connie Smith were married 
for more than 30 years and had resided 
in Bridgeport, Mich. since the late 1980s. 
Together they had eight children (six boys 
and two girls). David, who loved to sing and 
read, served his country in the U.S. Army 
and was a Vietnam veteran. David worked 
at Delphi Automotive in Saginaw, Mich. for 
over 25 years. Connie, who loved sports and 
music, was a chef, mother, best friend, and 
homemaker. They both enjoyed reading 
about and watching Bridgeport High School 
Sports even after their own children, who 
were student athletes at Bridgeport High 
School, had graduated. They believed in 

a good education, family, faith, discipline, 
giving your best, love, and helping others.

This scholarship was established to help 
graduating student athletes of Bridgeport 
High School who enroll and attend a college 
or university by the fall semester upon 
graduating from Bridgeport High School. As 
students prepare for their future, the first 
year of college is the beginning of a new jour-
ney. With this scholarship, David and Connie 
give their love and support to the graduating 
student athletes of Bridgeport High School 
as they pursue their goals, dreams, and 
attainment of a college degree.

David and Connie Smith 
Established 2019 • No scholarships awarded to date 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Resident of Saginaw County  Music majors attending any Michigan college

or university  Pursuing an undergraduate degree   Part- or full-time enrollment  Demonstrated

involvement in music  Merit-based

Biography to come.

Sherrill L. Smith Music Scholarship 
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $500.00 

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA  Graduating high school senior from Saginaw High School  Resident

of the City of Saginaw  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate degree 

The Daniel D. Smothers Memorial Scholar-
ship was established to honor the life and 
legacy of a loving, God-fearing son, charis-
matic friend, classmate and hard-working 
student. Born August 7, 1980, Daniel is 
survived by his parents, Debry Davis and 
Leon Gilliam; stepfather, Albert L. Davis;  
sister, Shivetta Smothers and countless 
other family and friends.

On January 2, 1999, Daniel’s life came to 
an abrupt end through a random act of 
violence. Prior to his untimely death, Daniel 
was accepted at McPherson College in 
McPherson, Kansas on an athletic scholar-
ship. While in high school, he was a member 
of Saginaw High School’s varsity football 
team, Mighty Marching Trojan Band, Nation-
al Honor Society, Teacher Cadet, track and 
field, Y.E.S. Club, Concert chair, Homecoming 
court, Adopt-a-Freshman and the varsity 
basketball team. While most know sports 
to be Daniel’s love, many also remember his 
love for music. Beginning in the third grade 
at Morley Elementary School, Daniel  

continued to play the trumpet for eight 
years.

If he were alive today, Daniel would most 
definitely be an elementary school teacher. 
His afternoons would be spent coaching 
little league football and he would devote 
his weekends to games and community 
activities. Daniel would be the teacher his 
students would remember for a lifetime 
because he would find creative ways to help 
them grasp difficult material. He wouldn’t 
be afraid to make himself look silly as long as 
it was to the benefit of someone else.

If you ask any member of Saginaw High 
School’s graduating class of 1999 to name 
one thing they most remember about 
Daniel, no one could answer. We wouldn’t be 
able to summarize Daniel’s being into one 
word. His infectious smile and laugh instant-
ly drew you to him. Everyone knew, once you 
met Daniel, you met a lifetime friend. His 
love, light, and legacy will forever continue in 
our hearts and through this scholarship.

Daniel D. Smothers Memorial
Established 2008 • Awarded to date: $700.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Applicant must be a current member or the son, daughter, grandchild,

great-grandchild, step grandchild, or step great-grandchild of a current Sons of Italy Alumni 

Association member or Social member  Must have been a member in good standing since

January 1 of the previous year  Pursuing undergraduate, graduate, or Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) studies  Part- or full-time enrollment 

The Sons of Italy Scholarship is sponsored by 
the Sacra Famiglia Saginaw Alumni Associa-
tion of the Sons of Italy. The Sons of Italy is a 
fraternal organization that promotes Italian 
heritage, culture, language and the educa-
tion of its membership. The Sacra Famiglia 
Saginaw Alumni Association supports many 
civic events and is especially involved in local 
charities concerned with children. 

In October 1988, the Sons of Italy Scholar-
ship was established to promote education 
for Alumni Association members, social 
members, and their sons, daughters, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, step children, 
and step great-grandchildren.

Sons of Italy
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $85,250.00*

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from any Saginaw County high school  Attending Delta

College or Saginaw Valley State University  Pursuing undergraduate studies  Full-time enrollment

Anita Levi Spadafore was born in Saginaw in 
1908, daughter of the late James and Mary 
Levi. Anita passed away in 2004. She was 
married to the late Paul Spadafore with 
whom she owned Sundquist Travel Agency. 
She also was a partner in the Levi-Spadafore 
Insurance Agency. She was a member of 
Holy Family Catholic Church and its Alter 
Society. As a lifelong resident of Saginaw, 
she was active in several professional and 
community organizations.

As the daughter of Italian immigrants who 
took great pride in becoming United States 
citizens, Anita placed great emphasis on 
community citizenship. To her daughters, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, she 
imbued the value of education. Her decision 
to establish a scholarship fund in memory 
of her parents and her husband’s parent was 
clearly the result of her lifelong commit-
ment to both community and education.

Paul C. and Anita M. Spadafore Family
Established 2004 • Awarded to date: $6,500.00

*Total includes amounts awarded under the Frances DiMercurio Memorial Scholarship and Sons of Italy Scholarship
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Resident of the Saginaw Public School District  Graduating senior from a

Saginaw public high school  Pursuing an undergraduate degree in general education  Full-time

enrollment  

The Evelyn Faye Spates Memorial Scholar-
ship was established by her mother Leona 
Clark-Spates, sister Delena Spates-Allen and 
nieces ShaRease Price and BreAna Allen, to 
enable a deserving young person to pursue 
his/her education endeavors in the field of 
Education.

Evelyn was born on May 8, 1963 in Saginaw, 
Michigan. She attended Saginaw Public 
Schools, including Jones, Jessie Loomis, 
Webber Junior High and graduated in 1981 
from Saginaw High School. After graduation, 
Evelyn received undergraduate degree in 
Special Education from Grambling State 

University. Later, she earned a Master’s 
Degree in Early Childhood Special Education 
from the University of St. Thomas Minne-
sota and was pursing a Doctorate Degree 
in Educational Leadership prior to her 
going home to be with the Lord. Evelyn was 
an ordained minister and loved God very 
much. She expressed and had a deep love 
and commitment of God, her family, friends 
and her students through her actions. 
Always interested in lifelong learning, Evelyn 
instilled into her nieces the importance of 
keeping God first in their lives and being ed-
ucated. She always inspired them to always 
read and to pursue a college education.

Evelyn Faye Spates Memorial
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $500.00

 

Clifford Spicer, founder of Spicer Engineer-
ing, was a registered professional engineer 
and professional land surveyor. A member 
and past president of the Michigan Society 
of Professional Engineers, Michigan Society 
of Land Surveyors, Michigan Waterworks 
Association and Michigan Water Pollution 
Control Federation, he served also on the 
Board of Appeals on Zoning for the City of 
Saginaw for 21 years. 

Mr. Spicer was from South Lyon, Michigan. 
He graduated from the University of Michi-
gan and founded Spicer Engineering in 1944. 
Today known as Spicer Group, the company 
employs over 120 people in Saginaw and 

St. Johns, Michigan. Mr. Spicer and his wife 
Mildred Field Spicer were married for 65 
years and had four children, Russell H. 
and William E. Spicer, Edna J. Blaisdell and 
Beverly M. Shaw. 

At Spicer Engineering’s 50th Anniversary 
celebration in 1994, Mr. Spicer was honored 
by community leaders, including Governor 
John Engler and employees of Spicer Engi-
neering. Former Saginaw Township Manager 
Frank Jones remarked, “Clifford Spicer … 
instilled in all employees his own extremely 
high professional work ethic. A finer gentle-
men and engineer I have yet to meet.” Mr. 
Spicer died in 1997 at the age of 94.

Clifford H. Spicer Memorial
Established 1997 • Awarded to date: $24,650.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum GPA 3.0 for high school senior, 2.5 for college freshman, 2.75 for college sophomore,

3.0 for college junior  High school senior or college student  Michigan resident  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree in land surveying or civil engineering major  Attending an ABET-accredited

program. If there are no applicants attending an ABET-accredited program, then a student who

is enrolled in a transfer program to an ABET-accredited program may be considered  Full-time

enrollment
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating senior or enrolled college student  Saginaw County resident 
Pursuing a bachelors degree  Attending a Michigan college or university  Majoring in business or

mechanical engineering  Full-time enrollment

The Robert E. and Martin H. Stark Schol-
arship was established in 2003 to further 
educational opportunity and the general 
well-being of the Saginaw area. 

Robert E. Stark was a native of Saginaw and 
graduated from Arthur Hill High School in 
1937. A Saginaw businessman, attorney and 
civil rights support he died in 1976.

Martin H. Stark, also a Saginaw native, 
graduated from Arthur Hill High School 
in 1941. He is the founder, former owner 
and manager of Arrow Paper Products Co. 
Actively involved in the community, Marty 
was the Chairperson of OIC of Metro Sagi-
naw, 1965-1999, former chairperson of the 
Saginaw Chamber of Commerce, and former 
president of the Saginaw Manufacturing 
Association.

Robert E. Stark and Martin H. Stark
Established 2001 • Awarded to date: $30,000.00

 
 
 
 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating senior from Swan Valley High School  Must have attended Swan

Valley the last two years of high school

The Swan Valley Foundation Scholarship 
was developed in 1998 by Douglas Bird and 
the senior counseling staff at Swan Valley 
High School to recognize students who have 
taken full advantage of the educational 
opportunities offered them. Fundraisers are 
continuing with hopes that they will be able 
to fund students for many years to come. 

This scholarship was founded to promote 
and reward students who maintain high 

academic standards and to assist them in 
achieving their educational and career goals. 
Qualifying students must have attended 
Swan Valley the last two years of their high 
school education and have a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 3.0. Students must 
also demonstrate a well-rounded effort of 
involvement in school and community activ-
ities, attendance, work ethic, determination, 
respect for self, respect for others and a 
sense of responsibility.

Swan Valley High School Foundation
Established 1999 • Awarded to date: $7,000.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.7 GPA  Applicant must be a current member of Team One Credit Union  Applicant

must reside within the same county that their Team One Credit Union membership is registered

in  High school senior  Pursuing an undergraduate, academic degree  Full-time enrollment

Team One Credit Union established its 
scholarship program as a way to help make 
a college education more affordable for its 
members children. Since its inception in 
1978, the program has grown to award eight 
$500 scholarships. 

Team One prides itself as a leader in the 
credit union industry and feels a strong 
commitment to helping people grow, both 
as individuals and as credit union members. 
In addition to its scholarship program, Team 
One Credit Union offers student loans and 
tuition savings programs.

Team One Credit Union
Established 1996 • Awarded to date: $162,900.00*

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.5 GPA  Graduating high school seniors from Heritage High School, Freeland High

School, Swan Valley High School, Valley Lutheran High School, or Nouvel Catholic Central High

School  Graduating high school senior/beginning college student  Pursuing an undergraduate 

degree in the dental field  Full-time enrollment

Thomas Orthodontics values education and 
improving the world one smile at a time,  
Dr. Michael Thomas was born and raised in 
Saginaw and like to give back to his commu-
nity in a way that will positively impact his 

hometown. This scholarship is open to any 
student planning to enter the dental field. “We 
shall never know all the good a simple smile 
can do.”- Mother Teresa

Thomas Orthodontic Scholarship
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Valley Lutheran High School senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  
Full-time enrollment

Ron Thomas was born April 4, 1953 to 
Charles and Ellen Thomas. Throughout his 
life, Ron strived for excellence in everything 
he did. In school, he was an above-average 
student and a successful athlete.

He married Wendy Becker and together 
they raised three sons - Matt, Nick and Josh. 
Shortly after Matt was born, Ron graduated 
from Saginaw Valley State College and  
went on to become the vice president of  

MacArthur Roofing and Sheet metal. In 
1999, he was named president and served in 
that capacity until his death in 2001. 

From the time Ron’s boys were young,  
he encouraged them to always do their best 
– to strive for excellence. This philosophy 
of excellence underlies the Ron Thomas 
Memorial Scholarship – an award for an 
individual who strives for excellence in the 
classroom and on the athletic field.

Ron Thomas Memorial
Established 2002 • Awarded to date: $10,750.00

*Total includes amounts awarded under 
the Theron & Marion Fager Team One 
Scholarship, Dean Ruple Team One 
Scholarship and Team One Credit Union 
Scholarship.
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School  Full- or part-time enrollment 
Pursuing undergraduate degree  One letter or recommendation must be from a teacher at AHHS 

Pam Thompson was known to her col-
leagues and students as a dedicated and 
giving teacher. In her classes, in her service 
as department chair and lead science 
teacher, in her general presence at Arthur 
Hill, she established a warm yet disciplined 
presence which lives on in the accomplish-
ments of her students and the memories of 
her friends and family. The Pam Thomp-
son Scholarship in Chemistry has been 

established to extend her influence as a 
teacher to students from Arthur Hill who 
have excelled in chemistry and who wish 
to pursue a college degree. Awards will be 
based on recommendations from teachers 
about their achievements in chemistry, 
and on students’ statements of how their 
work in chemistry has contributed to their 
learning.

Pam Thompson Scholarship in Chemistry
Established 2008 • Awarded to date: $3,000.00

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Male, age 18 or older  Graduating high school senior/beginning college student 
Pursuing certification in either EMT or Paramedic training  U.S. Citizen and resident of the Great

Lakes Bay Region

The Matthew Jay Thon Memorial Scholar-
ship was established in memory of our son, 
who passed away in 1977 from a malignant 
brain tumor. Its purpose is to help qualified 
individuals obtain the education necessary 
to respond to emergencies that occur within 
our communities.

When Matthew was about three years 
old, he became a huge fan of the TV series, 
Emergency, and was especially captivated 
by two of the show’s paramedics, Gage and 
DeSoto. He rarely missed an episode and 
was interested in anything health and safety 
related.

His toys mainly consisted of fire engines and 
rescue trucks – complete with accessories – 
and a “must have” Fisher-Price® Medical Kit. 
These provided him with many hours of happy 
play, as he went about the business of patch-
ing up both toys and family members alike.

Matthew had a wonderful personality. 
He had a good sense of humor, and was 
thoughtful, kind, and compassionate. How-
ever, it wasn’t until we received the diagnosis 
and he learned about his illness, that anoth-
er trait emerged … true courage. If Matthew 
had lived, we feel that as passionate as he 
was about all things Emergency, there was 
a strong possibility he may have gone on to 
realize a career as a First Responder.

It is because of Matthew’s desire to help 
others, and because of our love and admira-
tion for him, that we have chosen to create a 
scholarship in his name. It is our sincere hope 
that in offering this scholarship, we will be 
creating “a gift that keeps on giving” … and we 
couldn’t think of a more fitting or appropriate 
way in which to honor our son.

Matthew Jay Thon Memorial Scholarship 
Established 2018 • Awarded to date: $1,500.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Freeland High School graduate  Pursuing education in Career and Technical Education (CTE)

(skilled trade/vocation)  

Biography to come.

Daniel Jon Thurlow
Established 2019 • No scholarships awarded to date

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing Career and Technical Education (CTE)

training (skilled trade/vocation) studies  Full-time enrollment  

The Tiderington Family Scholarship was 
established in 1996 by Dr. Robert H. and 
Charlotte Hughes Tiderington and their 
three sons, Robert III, James and Thomas,  
to provide funding for students pursuing a 
Career and Technical Education (CTE)  
(skilled trade/vocation) career. Neither Dr. 
Tiderington nor his wife Charlotte graduated 
from college. Dr. Tiderington remarked: “It 
was important to us that our boys went to 
college. We always stressed education. 
When you give a gift of education, you give a 
gift for life.”

Although the Tiderington's emphasize a 
college education, they recognize that not 
everybody wants to, or should, go to college. 
“We desperately need plumbers and 
carpenters and others who prefer physical 
labor. Therefore, we would like to provide 
scholarships for Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/
vocation).” 

Tiderington Family
Established 1998 • Awarded to date: $17,000.00

 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  High school senior  City of Saginaw resident  Pursuing Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Attending an accredited

Michigan school  Part- or full-time enrollment

Thomas Tilot was known throughout the 
community as a leader. He was involved in 
the Saginaw Public Schools from the time 
he graduated from the original Saginaw 
High School in 1950 until his death in 2000. 
He was elected to the Saginaw Board of Edu-
cation in 1987 and served as board president 
from 1992-1995. Tilot also was a leader of 
the Building and Grounds Committee and 
volunteered as an elementary reading tutor.

He was married to Patricia for 48 years and 
together they raised eight children. Tilot 
was a strong supporter of hands-on, applied 
learning and in preparing all students for 
careers after high school. 

The Thomas S. and Patricia A. Tilot 
Memorial Scholarship was established to 
support Saginaw High School students who 
will pursue Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) or 
technical training beyond high school.

Thomas S. and Patricia A. Tilot Memorial
Established 2000 • Awarded to date: $3,248.20
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In 1891, Heavenrich Brothers & Company 
made a gift to the Saginaw Public Schools 
which was to be used to provide assistance 
to students pursuing higher education. 
Over the years, many more gifts from other 
businesses and companies were also made 
for this purpose.

In 1932, the United Advisory Scholarship 
Commission was established by the School 
District of the City of Saginaw to oversee 
these scholarship/loan funds and to prevent 
the duplication of loans and awards.

United Advisory Scholarship Commission 
(UASC)

PLEASE NOTE:
*United Advisory Scholarship Commission scholarships were transferred to the care of Saginaw 
Community Foundation in 2000 from the School District of the City of Saginaw. Total dollars awarded 
since each scholarship was established are good faith estimates based upon known dollars awarded by 
Saginaw Community Foundation since 2000 and known historical records since 1918. 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from a Saginaw Public School  Pursuing a degree in fine arts, architecture or 

landscaping  Must reside in the Saginaw Public School District  Full-time enrollment

Louise Eaton Buck was a great lover of art 
and the beautiful. She always strove to 
inspire that love in others and to awaken in 
them a deeper interest in the adornments 
of life and their surroundings and it was 

her wish to render material assistance to 
those who were striving to acquire greater 
proficiency and knowledge in the broad field 
of art and decoration.

UASC – Louise Eaton Buck Art Scholarship
Established 1923 • Awarded to date: $4,350.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from a Saginaw Public School  Pursuing a degree in engineering  Must reside in

the Saginaw Public School District  Full-time enrollment

In 1926, Margaret Fisher established a schol-
arship with the United Advisory Scholarship 
Commission in 1926 in the name of her late 
husband, E.C.Fisher, a former member of 
the Saginaw Board of Education. Mr. Fisher 
received a Mechanical Engineering degree 

from Cornell University. To honor Mr. Fisher’s 
great interest in engineering, this scholar-
ship will assist a graduating senior from any 
high school in the City of Saginaw pursuing a 
degree in engineering.

UASC – E.C. Fisher Scholarship
Established 1926 • Awarded to date: $1,775.00*
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from a Saginaw Public School  Pursuing a degree in engineering  Must reside in

the Saginaw Public School District  Full-time enrollment

When Margaret Fisher passed away in New 
York in 1965, she left instructions in her will 
that a scholarship fund was to be created in 
the name of her parents. Margaret’s mother, 
Margaret Nienstedt Fisher, was the daughter 
of Saginaw “pioneers” and her father was a 
Mechanical Engineer and a member of the 

Board of Education for the Saginaw Public 
School District. This scholarship is to assist 
graduating students from any public school 
in Saginaw in their pursuit of a degree in 
science or engineering, or a Liberal Arts 
Degree.

UASC – Elbert Curtiss & Margaret Nienstedt  
Fisher Scholarship
Established 1965 • Awarded to date: $28,500.00*

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating high school senior or enrolled college student  Saginaw County resident  Visually or

otherwise physically handicapped  Full-time enrollment

The William and Cordula Freese Scholarship 
was created in 1982 to assist students with 
visual or physical handicaps. William Freese, 

who was visually handicapped, and his wife 
Cordula, created a living trust to assist hand-
icapped students obtain a college education.

UASC – William and Cordula Freese  
Scholarship
Established 1982 • Awarded to date: $19,600.00*

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School  Pursuing a degree in Business Administration  
Full-time enrollment

When Fred A. Ittner passed away in Califor-
nia in November, 1979, his wife Lydia created 
a scholarship fund in his memory in 1980. 

This scholarship will be awarded to graduat-
ing seniors from Arthur Hill High School pur-
suing a degree in Business Administration.

UASC – Fred A. Ittner Scholarship
Established 1980 • Awarded to date: $3,250.00*
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from a school in the Saginaw Public School District  Pursuing a degree in 

aviation, aviation engineering, or aerospace engineering  Full-time enrollment

Donald R. McGee was Saginaw’s first and 
most famous aviator. Donald built his own 
plane in 1915 and taught himself to fly after 
reading up on what was then available about 
aviation. His first plane had wings made of 
spruce ribs and cotton cloth and the landing 
gear was a set of bicycle wheels protected 
by a pair of skis. He was 19 when he made his 
first airplane flight. At age 21, Mr. McGee was 

killed when the plane he was piloting plum-
meted into Lake St. Clair. Local residents 
so admired him and his accomplishments, 
they purchased World War I Liberty Bonds 
to establish a scholarship fund in memory of 
the former Saginaw High School star quar-
terback and football team captain.

UASC – Donald R. McGee Memorial  
Scholarship
Established 1918 • Awarded to date: $21,700.00*

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from Saginaw High School  Full-time enrollment

The Saginaw High School Alumni Memo-
rial Scholarship was established in 1945 to 
memorialize the 60 alumni who were killed 
in World War II. Through donations from 

alumni and local business and industrial 
firms, $50,000 was raised the scholarship 
was endowed. The first $1,000 award was 
presented in 1946 to George Leo.

UASC – Saginaw High School Alumni  
Memorial Scholarship
Established 1945 • Awarded to date: $107,740.66*

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating male senior from Saginaw Public Schools  Must reside in the Saginaw Public School 

District  Full-time enrollment

When Frederick R. Strutz passed away in 
1970, he left instructions in his will that a 
scholarship fund be created in memory of 
his family, which included his late wife Anna 
and his son Edwin E. Strutz who passed 

away in 1976. This scholarship is available 
to any male student graduating from a 
Saginaw Public School and residing in the 
Saginaw Public School District. This $4,000 
scholarship is payable over four years. 

UASC – Fred R. Strutz Family Memorial 
Scholarship
Established 1977 • Awarded to date: $155,000.00*

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduating senior from a Saginaw Public School  Must reside in the Saginaw Public School 

District  Full-time enrollment

In 1967, a memorial fund was created in 
memory of Nellie I. Kerry and Paul Suther-
land. This scholarship is available to any  

student residing in the Saginaw Public 
School District and graduating from a  
Saginaw Public School.

UASC – Nellie I. Kerry and Paul Sutherland  
Scholarship
Established 1967• Awarded to date: $4,350.00*
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.75 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Resident of Saginaw County  Full-time 

enrollment  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree at the University of Michigan 

The University of Michigan has the largest 
organization collegiate alumni body in the 
United States with over 324,000 graduates 
and 195 alumni clubs.

The Saginaw Alumni Club is one of the old-
est U-M alumni organizations in the country 
dating back to its formation in the early 
1920s. The Saginaw club first began its tra-
dition of honoring Saginaw County students 
in the 1940s when it recognized outstanding 
football players with the All Saginaw Valley 
Selections. This format was later changed 
to an All Saginaw County Team. For the 
next 10 years, the club recognized both the 

outstanding football player and academic 
student. Beginning in 1992, the club recog-
nized the outstanding academic scholar and 
outstanding athlete, male or female as se-
lected by each of the schools in the county.

The University of Michigan Alumni Club of 
Saginaw takes pride in having been the first 
club in the nation to honor scholars and ath-
letes in a recognition program. We continue 
our tradition by joining the Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation in providing scholarships 
for young adults to achieve their educational 
goals. The Saginaw Alumni Club takes pride 
in presenting this award.

University of Michigan Alumni Club  
of Saginaw
Established 2007 • Awarded to date: $3,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Graduate of St. Charles High School  Resident of Saginaw County  Pursuing undergraduate degree

in education  Part- or full-time enrollment

The Robert Dale Urbain Memorial Schol-
arship was established by his friends and 
family in remembrance of Rob’s passion for 
education and the giving life he embodied. 
The recipient of this scholarship will have a 
passion for education and be a graduate of 
St. Charles Community Schools.

Robert Dale Urbain grew up in St. Charles, 
Michigan and attended St. Charles Com-
munity Schools. After college, Rob was a 
middle school teacher and a boys and girls 
basketball coach at St. Charles Community 
Schools. As a coach, Rob possessed a gift of 
motivating each individual to achieve, far 
beyond the limits the individual had allowed 
to form within themselves. He left St. 
Charles Community Schools to advance his 
career in education. He went on to become 
a principal at Rose City Elementary, Resse 
Puffer Middle School, Prudenville Elemen-
tary and Houghton Lake Middle School. He 
also taught Introduction to Teaching at Kirt-
land Community College. He was a lifelong 
learner and educator. His unique ability to 
connect with everyone left lasting impres-
sions on all he taught and worked with.

Rob treated all students with respect. He 
challenged students to be their best every 
day. Rob was an amazing role model for the 
students of St. Charles Community Schools. 
Rob remained a mentor and friend to many 
of his students long after he left his teaching 
position in St. Charles. He was always 
available with a listening ear, practical advice 
and encouragement. He was genuinely 
interested in helping others.

As part of Rob’s competitive nature, he was 
always up for a game of cards. His desire 
to win was always present in whatever the 
game of the day was. His love of competition 
was not over shadowed by his love of friends 
and family. Each day was topped off with 
everyone enjoying a home cooked meal and 
sitting around the table to spend time to-
gether. Those closest to him will always miss 
his competitive nature, desire to win and 
compassion to educate others. He always 
made time to lend an ear or open his home 
to any and all. It was truly an honor to have 
been blessed by this great man.

Robert Urbain Scholarship 
Established 2017 • Awarded to date: $500
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Part- or full-time enrollment  Pursuing undergraduate or graduate degree or Career and Techincal

Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation)  Financial need

Kenneth Fulton was a member of the St. 
Charles Haunted House since its very 
beginning in 1985 until his passing at the 
haunted house in 1998. He volunteered 
and also brought along with him his kids 
and brothers to volunteer as well. Ken was 
a quiet gentle man that loved what the 
haunted house stood for and who it was 

all about – the kids. His favorite charac-
ter to play was Michael Myers. He was 
tall and quiet and was able to scare the 
patrons with his eerie silence. He loved the 
members of the haunted house as his own 
family. He is greatly missed and would be 
so proud to be a part of this scholarship.  

Village of the Living Dead – Kenneth Fulton  
Memorial Scholarship
Established 2016 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduate of a Saginaw County high school  Pursuing graduate studies in math

or science  (medical students are eligible)  Full-time enrollment at an accredited Michigan college

or university 

“I noted the dramatic structural changes 
taking place in the business world as we 
prepare for the new information soci-
ety. There’s a demand for higher-skilled 
employees, which places an emphasis on 
education, especially in math and science,” 
said Paul Virciglio.

Paul and his wife, Deanna, established the 
Paul and Deanna Virciglio Education Fund, 
which awards scholarships to students pur-
suing graduate studies in math or science.

Paul and Deanna Virciglio
Established 1991 • Awarded to date: $18,500.00
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Michigan resident and graduating high school senior  Civil engineering or land

surveying majors  Pursuing a degree in Engineering or surveying programs at an ABET-accredited

program  Full-time enrollment  Extra consideration for an applicant who has worked for an ACEC

member firm in the last 24 months

Steve Wagner retired as executive director 
of the American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Michigan (ACEC/M) in 2003 
after 34 years of service. As a member of the 
Capitol Club and Michigan Society of Asso-
ciation Executives, Steve was well respected 
by his peers and colleagues and is known for 
his honesty and integrity.

Steve and his wife, Lana, were married in 
1965 and have two daughters, Shelley and 

Whitney. Throughout his career, Steve has 
been a proponent of community service and 
has given many hours himself to church and 
community programs. Steve also has been 
a strong proponent of education. ACEC/M 
has established this scholarship in honor of 
Steve Wagner to award engineering and sur-
veying students who, like Steve, are active 
in the community and find it important and 
necessary to give something back.

Steve Wagner
Established 2004 • Awarded to date: $6,750.00
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Brandon Walker was a member of Swan 
Valley High School Class of 2011. After grad-
uating from high school, Brandon planned 
to attend Ferris State University to study 
criminal justice. He had secured a part-time 
position with the Ferris State University 
Police and was one of two chosen from over 
100 applicants. This was just one example of 
how Brandon was determined to pursue his 
passions in life. No matter what the level of 
competition was before him, Brandon gave 
his all.

Brandon was honest and kind-hearted. He 
was an inspirational example of what one 
can do with their life regardless of obstacles 
they may face. Brandon enjoyed making 
people laugh. He loved sports from the 
time he was young and later played varsity 
football and baseball at Swan Valley High 
School. Brandon enjoyed playing hockey and 
golf as well as going snowmobiling, fishing 

and hunting. He also enjoyed spending time 
with family and friends and had a passion for 
public safety as well.

Brandon volunteered at the Mid-Michigan 
Children’s Museum in Saginaw and with the 
Tittabawassee Township Police. He enjoyed 
helping kids that participated in a youth 
football league.

On July 9, 2011, Brandon passed away at 
the age of 18 due to injuries sustained in an 
automobile accident in the morning after his 
summer job.

Brandon’s mother, Catherine Kalahar- 
Walker, and father, Steve Walker, have  
established the Brandon Walker “BW” 
Memorial Scholarship for students pursuing 
a college education in honor of Brandon’s 
passion for helping youth.

Brandon Walker “BW”  
Memorial Scholarships
Established 2014 • Awarded to date: $16,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS (ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Swan Valley High School  Applicant must

have played sports for four years during high school  Applicant must have received a varsity letter

in at least one sport  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree  Full-time enrollment   

QUALIFICATIONS (CRIMINAL JUSTICE SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Graduating high school senior from Frankenmuth High School, Freeland High

School, Hemlock High School, Nouvel Catholic Central High School, St. Charles High School, Swan

Valley High School, or Valley Lutheran High School  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree

in criminal justice  Full-time enrollment   

QUALIFICATIONS (FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP) 
Minimum 2.5 GPA   Graduating high school senior from Frankenmuth High School, Freeland High

School, Hemlock High School, Nouvel Catholic Central High School, St. Charles High School, Swan

Valley High School, or Valley Lutheran High School  Pursuing an undergraduate or graduate

degree  Full-time enrollment at Ferris State University   
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QUALIFICATIONS
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Pursuing an undergraduate degree  Full or part-time enrollment attending

pre-nursing program at Delta College or SVSU (not currently admitted into the School of Nursing) 
Resident of the Great Lakes Bay Region

Cosby was born May 3, 1918 in Boissevain, 
Virginia. As the eldest of 10 children, she was 
a leader and a caregiver at an early age. She 
was the first female from her valley to grad-
uate from high school. She was a graduate of 
the nursing program at Charleston General 
Hospital in Charleston, West Virginia. Cosby 
joined the Army Nurse Corps in 1941 and 
achieved the rank of Captain during WWII. 
She was in England during the Normandy 
invasion and helped to treat soldiers injured 
during the assault. Cosby met the late 
Burton T. Watson in 1943 at Camp Chaffee, 

Arkansas. They married and moved to  
Saginaw at the end of WWII.

Cosby was ambitious, a hard worker, and 
lived a life in service to others before self. 
She was a devoted mother and grand-
mother, but she also had time to serve her 
community as a VA Hospital Volunteer 
and a lifetime member of the Saginaw 
General Hospital Auxiliary. She was always 
the “go to” person whenever anyone was 
injured or ill and she maintained her Reg-
istered Nurse license into her 80th year.

Cosby E. Watson Memorial Scholarship  
in Nursing
Established 2011 • Awarded to date: $4,000.00

Oftentimes, stress and strain can be 
experienced by individuals when facing the 
high cost of higher education. In order to 
help provide assistance to highly-motivated 
students seeking post-secondary education, 
Tom and Barbara Weadock have established 
the Thomas J. and Barbara J. Weadock 
Scholarship. This scholarship will support 
students attending Michigan State Univer-
sity or Saginaw Valley State University. The 
Thomas J. and Barbara J. Weadock scholar-
ship is especially interested in assisting stu-
dents that are likely to return to the Great 
Lakes Bay Region following graduation to 
work and live.

Throughout their lives, Tom and Barbara 
have given back to the greater Saginaw com-
munity over the years by volunteering their 
time with many area nonprofit organiza-
tions. Tom has lived in Saginaw all his life. He 
completed a certificate program in insur-
ance and real estate from Michigan State 
University after graduating from St. Mary’s 
High School in Saginaw in 1953. Barbara 
attended St. Mary’s High School as well, also 
graduating in 1953.

Tom spent 44 years as an independent 
property and casualty insurance agent – the 
last 10 years of which were with Saginaw 
Bay Underwriters. Tom then worked for 13 
years in a marketing role for Gardy Financial 
Advisors.

Barbara’s family returned to Saginaw from 
Chicago when she was in the 7thgrade. After 
high school, Barbara received Bachelor 
and Master Degrees from Michigan State 
University. She taught elementary school in 
suburban Detroit, East Lansing, and Saginaw 
Public Schools during her teaching career. 
After retiring from teaching, Barbara served 
as the director of the READ Program for 13 
years.

Tom and Barbara are grateful and proud of 
the services that Saginaw Community Foun-
dation performs on behalf of the citizens of 
this area and have full confidence that the 
Foundation will continue to administer our 
scholarship as directed.

Thomas J. and Barbara J. Weadock
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Saginaw County resident  Pursuing an undergraduate degree at Michigan

State University or Saginaw Valley State University  Part- or full-time enrollment   
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Grace Feahr Williams graduated from  
Saginaw High School in 1904 and her daugh-
ter Mary in 1935. Miss Williams was a school 
secretary in the Saginaw Public Schools for 
43 years. She retired in 1981.

The Mary K. and Grace Feahr Williams 
Scholarship was established in 2006 to 
give a graduating senior from Saginaw High 
School financial assistance to pursue their 
educational goals.

Mary K. and Grace Feahr Williams
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $3,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.0 GPA  Saginaw High School Senior  Pursuing an undergraduate degree or Career and

Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) training  Part- or full-time enrollment   

The Marlin N. and Bertha H. Wilson Memo-
rial Scholarship was established by Bertha 
Wilson in 2009 and funded after Mrs. Wilson 
passed away in 2010. The scholarship is 
to provide financial assistance to gradu-
ating seniors of Arthur Hill High School or 
Saginaw Arts and Sciences Academy who 
plan on attending the University of Michi-
gan - Ann Arbor, as a full-time student. The 
award is for four years of undergraduate 
education, providing the student remains in 
good standing.

Bertha Watestradt was born in Saginaw in 
1933 and was a lifelong resident. She attend-
ed Saginaw Public Schools and graduated 
from Arthur Hill High School in 1951. Bertha 
was very proud of her high school career and 
took part in many extracurricular activities. 
After graduation, she was employed at 
Tower Finance in Saginaw and helped the 
company grow in the community.

Marlin Wilson was born in Soldier, Kansas 
in 1926. He completed his high school edu-
cation in Pennsylvania and graduated from 
Westchester State Teachers College. During 
WWII, Mr. Wilson served in the United States 
Navy in the Pacific theater. Marlin continued 
his post-graduate studies at the University of 
Michigan, where he earned a Master Degree 

in Education. He subsequently attended 
classes at Central Michigan University. Mr. 
Wilson was a respected instructor and edu-
cator at several schools in Saginaw County, 
and until his retirement, was a faculty 
member at Webber Junior High in Saginaw. 
In addition to his teaching duties, Mr. Wilson 
coached swimming and junior varsity foot-
ball for many years. He passed away in 1998.

Bertha Watestradt and Marlin Wilson were 
married in 1960. They resided on State 
Street in Saginaw, in the Watestradt family 
homestead that is now a Habitat for Hu-
manity residence. The Wilson’s were active 
members of Zion Lutheran Church in Sagi-
naw and supported educational and church 
activities in the community. They were best 
friends and devoted spouses during their 
many years together.

In the Bertha H. Wilson Family Trust, Mrs. 
Wilson stated: “My beloved husband Marlin 
greatly valued his academic training at the 
University of Michigan. His college educa-
tion prepared him for a successful career as 
a teacher in the Saginaw Public Schools. I 
believe that a deserving high school student 
should have every opportunity for this col-
lege experience, and I hope this scholarship 
will help in that endeavor.”

Marlin N. and Bertha H. Wilson Memorial
Established 2010 • Awarded to date: $63,500.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High School or a shared enrollment with Saginaw Arts & 

Sciences Academy and Arthur Hill High School  Pursuing an undergraduate degree at University of

Michigan – Ann Arbor  Full-time enrollment
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The Terrance Lavell Winters Memorial 
Scholarship was established to honor the 
life and legacy of a loving son, father, brother 
and uncle – Terrance Lavell Winters. He was 
born October 7, 1983 to his parents Barbara 
Ezell and Ray Henderson. Terrance had one 
son, Trevontae Lavell Winters, whom he 
considered his true love.

Sometimes shy, Terrance was loved by his 
smile. He enjoyed buying cars, repairing 
them and then selling the vehicles. He was 
known by his family as “Mr. R.P.M.”

Since Terrance’s passing on April 26, 2005, 
his mother Barbara has promised to keep 
his memory alive. To honor her son, Barbara 
created the Grandma Barb’s World-Class 
Students program. She bought and filled 
book bags for nearly 300 students for nine 
years. Barbara also organized a successful 
rally, prayer vigil and march to remember 
and honor her son in April 2015. By estab-
lishing this scholarship, Barbara hopes to 
keep the memories of Terrance alive.

Terrance Lavell Winters Memorial
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior  Full-time enrollment  Resident of City of 

Saginaw  Financial need   

Women Giving To Women (WGTW) provides 
intellectual and emotional support for 
women of diverse backgrounds.   WGTW 
scholarship was established to empower 
women to complete a bachelor’s degree and 
become leaders in the community. WGTW 
also provides financial support for the 

following community endeavors: The Child 
Abuse and Neglect Council (CAN) Great 
Lakes Bay Region, The McNally House of 
Covenant Hospital,  Underground Railroad 
of Saginaw and The Women’s Studies 
Section of the Frankenmuth Wickson 
District Library.

Women Giving to Women  
Established 2006 • Awarded to date: $7,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  Female  Resident of Birch Run, Bridgeport-Spaulding, Frankenmuth, 

Millington, Reese or Vassar school districts  Successfully completed at  least 45 semester hours at

an accredited university or college  Currently enrolled part- or full-time at an accredited university

or college
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Women of Colors (WOC) was founded in 
1993 by a group of women that believed it 
would take a cooperative effort of women 
of all nationalities, ages and socioeconom-
ic status to address issues plaguing the 
Saginaw Community. The founders believed 
that women should take a more active role 
in addressing issues of crime, blight and 
poverty. WOC began by providing support, 
community outreach services and facilitating 
discussions within the community. WOC’s 
mission promotes multi-cultural diversi-
ty and enhances community relations in 
Saginaw County by performing community 

service, mentoring youth, and collaborating 
with other organizations.

The Women of Colors Scholarship will be 
awarded each year to a Great Empowering 
Motivational Sessions (GEMS) member 
that is an area high school senior actively 
involved in efforts to empower young 
women and in activities that address issues 
affecting young women in the Saginaw 
Community. GEMS program members will 
be given priority. If no GEMS members are 
high school seniors, applications will be 
accepted from non-GEMS applicants. 

Women of Colors
Established 2010 • Awarded to date: $3,750.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 2.5 GPA  Male or female graduating high school seniors or current college students

residing in Saginaw County  Pursuing a Career and Technical Education (CTE) (skilled trade/

vocation) certification, or associate or undergraduate degree  Member of GEMS (Great Empowering 

Motivtional Sessions). If no GEMS members qualify, this scholarship will be open to non-members
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The Yellow Dog Studios Memorial Schol-
arship was established in memory of Mari 
Zimmerman-Thompson and Christopher 
Thompson. Mari and Chris became husband 
and wife in May of 2002. They lived their 
remaining years together as kindred spirits 
until July 2, 2015 when a tragic automobile 
accident took them from their family and 
friends.

Mari was born and raised in Saginaw, Mich. 
After receiving her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Art Education and Master’s Degree in Art 
History from Michigan State University, she 
returned to Saginaw with her first husband 
to raise their family. Mari taught art at 
Swan Valley High School, but left to spend 
more time with her family. In the 1980s, she 
worked in the Saginaw area as a real estate 
agent and began her own interior design 
business. Her heart, however, remained with 
the arts. After Chris and Mari were married, 
he convinced Mari to retire from real estate 
and focus on what she enjoyed doing – her 
artwork. She won several awards for her 
watercolor, mixed media, and other pieces of 
art. Mari was a member of the Saginaw Art-
ist Guild, Midland Artist Guild, Saginaw Area 
Watermedia Artists (past president), Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, and served on 
the Action Art Counsel at the Saginaw Art 
Museum.

Chris was born and raised in Tiffin, Ohio. He 
received a Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism 
from Michigan State University in 1963. 
After serving in West Germany as First Lieu-
tenant in the Army Medical Service Corps 
from 1964-1966, he moved to Saginaw with 
his first wife to begin his career in journal-
ism and raise a family. Chris worked for the 

Saginaw News for over 40 years, holding 
many editorial positions, including 30 years 
as a contributing columnist. In 2000, he lost 
his first wife to breast cancer. Two years later, 
he decided to spend his golden years with 
his best friend and “Kindred Spirit”, as he 
referred to Mari in his columns. Though ma-
ny may know Chris for his weekly columns 
in the Saginaw News, he had a passion for 
photography since his teenage years. After 
retiring, Chris focused on being behind the 
camera. His talent was evident by anyone 
who saw his work. He was the recipient of 
several prizes in arts competitions including 
Best Two-Dimensional Art, Best Photogra-
phy, and Best of Show. He too was a member 
of the Midland Artist Guild and the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, and served on 
the Action Art Counsel at the Saginaw Art 
Museum.

Together, Mari and Chris’ artwork and pho-
tography have been displayed in the Tri-City 
area including Midland Center for the Arts, 
Midland Public Library, Oscar’s, Café Milano 
and Stackers in Midland; the Castle Museum 
of Saginaw County History, Andersen En-
richment Center, Saginaw Township Offices, 
and the Saginaw Art Museum in Saginaw; 
and the Michigan Department of Tourism’s 
Clare Welcome Center.

The Yellow Dog Studios Memorial Scholarship 
was created to honor Mari and Chris’ love for 
the arts and photography. This scholarship 
will support an outstanding, graduating high 
school senior from Bay, Isabella, Midland, 
or Saginaw County pursuing undergraduate 
studies in the arts, photography, or journalism.

Yellow Dog Studio Memorial
Established 2015 • Awarded to date: $1,000.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
Minimum 3.0 GPA  Graduating high school senior in the Great Lakes Bay Region  Pursuing an 

undergraduate degree in art and/or photography  Full-time enrollment   
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Claire Yost was a teacher and counselor in 
the Saginaw Public Schools, principally at 
her alma mater, Arthur Hill High School. She 
was a relentless advocate for her students 
and spent a great deal of her personal time, 
energy and resources on their behalf. She 
loved and respected them, recognizing each 
one as individual, worthwhile and unique. 
They were well aware of this and trusted 
her. Because of that she was able to “hound 
them with humor” and “nag them with 
nurture” to spur them into reaching for their 
potential. Her generous, loving and abun-
dant sense of humor, her boundless love 
of life and her belief in her mission helped 
immensely in this.

Among the teaching awards Claire received 
were the Arthur Hill Teacher of the Year, 
the Arthur Hill Honor Alumna and The 
Saginaw News Diamond Award. She was an 
active member of the Saginaw Education 
Association for over 15 years, serving as vice 
president and on several bargaining teams. 
At Arthur Hill High School, Claire was active 

on her school Quality Team and a volunteer 
for the innumerable functions, both official 
and extracurricular, both small and large, 
that keep schools running and give them life 
and a sense of community. Claire enjoyed 
widespread respect and affection from her 
teaching colleagues and administrators, and 
was an inspiration and role model to many. 
In 2009 she was honored with a special 
tribute from the “Retirement Choir from Our 
Lady of Maximum Irreverence.” 

More than these honors, she felt truly 
rewarded by the love, respect, and appre-
ciation she received in return from her 
students. Of special delight to her were the 
“turnaround” kids, the ones for whom the 
light bulb went on and who then were able 
to exert tremendous effort to improve their 
grades and build their lives. This scholarship 
is for them. 

Claire retired in June 2009 and passed away 
in December 2010. 

Claire Yost Memorial
Established 2011 • Awarded to date: $9,310.00

QUALIFICATIONS 
2.5 minimum GPA from the last two semesters at AHHS  Graduating senior from Arthur Hill High

School  Student must have been identified as a “turnaround” student by AHHS staff 2.5 minimum

GPA from the last two semesters at AHHS  Full-time enrollment  Pursuing an associates, 

undergraduate,or Career and Technical Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation) degree 
Attending a Michigan college or university
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Invest in  
the future

Education is vital to the growth and future of every community.  
Because of this, the Saginaw Community Foundation (SCF)  
administers a variety of scholarship programs for high school,  
community college, university students and Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) training (skilled trade/vocation). 

Since awarding its first $500 scholarship in 1987, the Saginaw  
Community Foundation has awarded more than $6.5 million in  
scholarships (since 2019). 

These scholarships are possible because of the generosity of fund  
donors – which includes individuals, families, civic groups and businesses.  

SCF offers its expertise and assistance to help donors develop, promote 
and administer their scholarship fund from start to finish. 

Donors can create a scholarship as a memorial to someone special – 
selecting eligibility criteria that exemplify that person’s goals and  
values. Or, donors may use it to express the educational values of 
themselves, their family or their company. Depending on a donor's 
preference, the scholarship established can support any area of 
academic need, including tuition, room and board, and books. 

If the scholarship that is established is renewable, donors can review  
updated information on the progress of recipients over the years.  
Donors may even elect to meet the scholarship recipients – something 
many find rewarding.
 
To start a scholarship fund, SCF accepts gifts of cash, appreciated stocks, 
real estate or other assets. Donors may receive tax benefits in the year a 
gift is made. Additionally, gifts can be placed into an endowment that 
will be invested and grow over time.

Ready to get started?
Saginaw Community Foundation is ready to assist donors in meeting 
their philanthropic interests. Contact Mai Lee, program officer,  at (989) 
755-0545 or via email at mai@saginawfoundation.org. For additional 
information, visit saginawfoundation.org.
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Chairman’s Circle

President’s Circle

Friends Circle

1st State Bank 
Apple Mountain 
Ascension St. Mary's 
Bierlein Companies Foundation 
Burt Watson Chevrolet, Inc. 
Champagne & Marx Excavating 
Chemical Bank 
Consumers Energy 
Covenant HealthCare 
The Dow Chemical Company 
Fabiano Brothers, Inc. 
Garber Management Group 
Glastender, Inc. 
The Iles Schropp Group 
Independent Bank 
Isabella Bank 
Michigan Sugar Company 
Network Services Group 
Rehmann 
Saginaw Valley State University 
Shaheen Development 
Spence Brothers 
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines 
Tri-Star Trust Bank 
Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP 
Wildfire Credit Union 
Wolgast Corporation 
Zehnder's of Frankenmuth

We thank our 2019-20 corporate 
sponsors for their generous support 
of Saginaw Community Foundation 
general operations.
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