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Unlike dumb idols, ours is a God of communication. He speaks. His very name
is “The Word” (Jn 1:1; Rev 19:13).

God spoke that day. He speaks today. And He will speak tomorrow. But we must
recognize His voice. Here lies the actual problem. This chapter seeks to present a
wholesome and balanced teaching on this art of hearing God speak.

One of the thoughts that runs through the Epistle to the Hebrews is God
speaking to man. “God, who ... spoke ... has... spoken ...” This is the opening verse!
And towards the end of the book, 12:25, “see that you do not refuse Him who
speaks!” Seven means through which God speaks are gathered from this Epistle.

1. Through His Son

“God, ... has in these last days spoken to us by His Son” (Heb 1:1,2).

Jesus came as the Word to declare and demonstrate God’s truth (Jn 1:14).
God’s message came full through His life, teaching and works. Though He is no
more on earth in bodily form, He is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Jesus is the Way so we may follow Him. He is the Truth so we may learn of Him.
He is the Light so we may walk in Him. He is the Shepherd so we may obey Him.
Yes, Jesus is God’s voice. Concerning Him God told Moses, “I will raise up for them
a Prophet like you, ... and He shall speak to them all that I command Him”
(Dt 18:18).

The life of Jesus is God’s standard for us. How He behaved as a teenager or a
grown-up man, at home or outside, in a religious community or a secular world,
among friends or foes, in festivals or funerals, during times of joy or suffering, all
these are recorded in the Gospels so we may emulate. “Christ ... leaving us an
example; that you should follow His steps” (1 Pet 2:21).

Not only His life but also His teaching is ever to be held before us. Certain
officers who heard Him testified, “No man ever spoke like this man!” (Jn 7:46).
No testimony is truer!

We must give ourselves to a regular and close study of the life and teaching of
the Son of God. Therein God speaks louder and clearer than anywhere. He is calling
us, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him! (Mk 9:7).

2. Through His Spirit

“As the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your
hearts” (3:7). Jesus promised His dear disciples, “The Holy Spirit will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all things, that I said to you” (Jn 14:26).
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This is that Pentecostal age. Whereas the Father and the son dwell in Heaven, the
Holy Spirit has descended to the earth The message to each of the seven Churches
in Revelation was “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
Churches” (Rev 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22).

Of the six functions of the Spirit prophesied in Isa 11:2, four refer to
communication. The spirit of “wisdom ... understanding ... counsel ... knowledge.”
Of the nine gifts listed in 1 Cor 12:7-10, five related to communication. “Word of
wisdom, word of knowledge ... prophecy ... tongues ... interpretation of tongues.”

With none of the modern technological advantages, the early Church operated
solely on the neither-might-nor-power-but-Spirit principle. The pride of our theological
knowledge hesitates to confess. “The Spirit said ...” But the apostles and the Author
of Acts unashamedly acknowledged the voice of the Spirit.

“The Spirit said to him... Arise... go... doubting nothing” (Acts 10: 19,20). “The
Holy Spirit said, Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul ...” (13:2). “The Holy Spirit
testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me” (20,23). “Now
the Spirit expressly says ...” (1 Tim 4:1). These are just a few examples.

God speaks through the gifts of the Spirit. He also employs visions, dreams and
signs. These are all promised for the last days (Acts 2:16-21). There is no scripture
to warrant the withdrawal of these means by the end of the apostolic era. Don’t limit
God. True there are innumerable instances of misuse. But then, is disuse the
remedy for misuse?

Both the Giver and the gifts are perfect (Js 1:17). The problem is with the gifted!
“We” prophecy in part or imperfectly! (1 Cor 13:9). Which means, a prophecy cannot
be conclusive but it must be checked and discerned (1 Cor 14:29; 1 Thess 5:19-21).
We should neither despise prophesying nor totally depend on it. A negative attitude
quenches the Spirit. Some folks are too careful and cautious to be blessed! Shed all
blind prejudices, please.

The inner voice of the Spirit is a boon to the redeemed (Rom 8:14,16). In order
to stay sensitive to this voice, we must be clothed with a spirit of prayer and praise
(Acts 13:2). God spoke to Moses when he went into the tabernacle of meeting
(Num 7:89). The Spirit plants irresistible impressions in our minds when we wait
patiently on God.

Expecting God to always speak in a dramatic manner is a sure road to
deception. Audible voices, flashy visions and ecstatic experiences are more an
exception than a rule. Satan is a master counterfeiter. He has transformed himself
into an angel of light and deceived many (2 Cor 11:14). All that appears supernatural
need not be from God. Thousands have given heed to “deceiving spirits” (1 Tim 4:1).
The “still small voice” appeals less to our senses, nevertheless it is safe (1 Ki 19:11-13).
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3. Through His Scriptures

“The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword”
(4:12). So is guidance thro’ the Word. Sharp and distinct!

Through the Scriptures God teaches, reproves, corrects and instructs us (2 Tim
3:16,17). When we grope in the dark, He rights our path with His word (2 Pet 1:19).

The Bible is God’s very voice. Reading the Bible for half an hour is the same as
hearing God for thirty minutes! C.H. Spurgeon said, The Bible speaks to us in the
very tones of God’s voice.

With the completed Scripture in our hand and that in so many translations, our
privilege surpasses that of any other generation. But there is a gross neglect of
personal meditation. Unless we regularly meditate the “law” and the “testimony,”
that is, the teaching and the examples of the Scriptures, we cannot understand the
mind of God in life’s situations (Isa 8:20). An hour a day with the Bible is but a
minimum. Turning hurriedly thro’ the Bible in a crisis to catch a straw may be
misleading. The Bible is not a lucky dip. We must feed on the word as regularly
as we eat our bread (Mt 4:4). “All” scripture is profitable; therefore, no portion
may be neglected.

At a confusing situation or a dead end, a season of quiet meditation should be
resorted to. The Spirit of the Lord will bring alive a verse or a passage from the
Scripture. The cloud will clear. Those who habitually memorize Bible verses
experience the gentle reminder of a promise or a principle by the spirit leading them
into a glorious deliverance from any tight corner.

History is replete with lives of men and women of God who never heard a voice
or seen a vision but accomplished God’s will so beautifully in their generation
because they walked consistently and faithfully in step with the written Word.
Undoubtedly Biblical guidance is the surest and the safest of all.

4. Through His Saints

“Exhort one another daily, while it is called Today” (3:13). “Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching” (10:25).

Oh, the blessedness of having fellow-believers who are spirit-filled and Scripture-
filled! (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). It is not enough to just say “Hello” or “Praise the Lord”
when we meet each other. We are committed to the upbuilding of one another. While
comparing tongues and prophecy in 1 Corinthians 14, the apostle’s emphasis is on
edifying one another.

How much we lose when we don’t seek the counsel of our brothers and sisters!
Age and experience are an advantage but they are not always the criteria for
counselling. No one should be despised. Even a “little child shall read” in the
Kingdom!
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God spoke to Esther through Mordecai. She obeyed. And a nation was saved
(Esth 4:13,14). Joab advised King David not to number the people. But David refused.
And a nation suffered (2 Sam 24:2-4,10). Frank counsellors are becoming rare.
But the Bible says, “Open counsel is better than love carefully concealed”
(Prov 27:5,6,17).

The fear of offending others prevents us from exhorting them But don’t we then
fail in our responsibility? He was a murderer who asked, “Am I my brother’s keeper?
The Body of Christ suffers when its members shirk their mutual responsibility.

“Mind-your-business” is the slogan of the world. But in God’s family it is
different. When my brother is dull, I must stir him up (Heb 10:24). When he is
discouraged, I must encourage him. When he deviates from the way, I must bring
him back (Js 5:19,20).

5. Through His Servants

“Remember those who lead you, who have spoken the Word of God to you... And
I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have written to
you in few words” (13:7,22).

Paul exhorted Timothy, “Consider what I say, and the Lord will give you
understanding in all things” (2 Tim 2:3). Paul was God’s mouthpiece both by his life
and lip. He challenged the Ephesian elders and believers to emulate his example
(Acts 20:35). To the Philippian saints he wrote, “The things which you learned and
received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you”
(Phil 4:9).

In Revelation John saw the leaders of the Churches portrayed as “stars” (Rev 1:20).
Guiding stars! In his epistle he wrote, “We are of God, He who knows God hears
us” (1 Jn 4:6).

The five-fold ministry in the Church is only to equip, edify and educate the
saints (Eph 4:11-13). An apostle will bless you with his authority, wisdom and
pioneering spirit. A prophet will thrill you with his penetrating insight and boldness.
An evangelist will fill you with enthusiasm and passion for souls. A shepherd will
guide and guard you with sincerity and love. A teacher will enlighten and establish
you with his thoroughness and balance.

By and large believers these days are struck up with either evangelists or
pastors. They are not exposed to apostles or prophets. So, the majority in the
Church remains directionless, visionless and missionless. I Study also missionary
biographies. Many have found the will of God for their lives while reading them.

God speaks not only through ministerial elders but also elderly members in the
Church. Ministers also need to listen to these senior Christians and benefit from
their rich fund of experience. Those who have despised this have done so to their
own disaster. God spoke so many things to Moses face to face. But the simple
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principle of distribution of work and delegation of authority he had to learn from
his father-in-law (Ex 18:13-24). Moses greatly valued such advisors. When his
brother-in-law wanted to depart to his land and kinsmen, Moses pleaded with him
saying, “Please do not leave... you can be our eyes” (Num 10: 29-31). Literally
it means, “You can be our guide.” But the story of Rehoboam is a grim reminder.
He rejected the counsel of the elders and caused an irreparable breach in the
kingdom (1 Ki 12:8,16).

Often times we think that ministers are good to offer guidance for spiritual
issues but not competent to counsel on secular and business matters. True a pastor
or an apostle may not be able to give technical advice but he certainly can offer
general guidelines from his insight and inspiration. During Paul’s voyage to Rome,
the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, followed the advice of the pilot
and that of the owner of the ship. The result was damage and loss (Acts 27:11,21).

6. Through Situations

Circumstances forced Moses to flee from Pharaoh to the land of Midian (Ex 2:11-15). But
the writer of the Epistle, commenting on this incident, calls it an act of faith by
Moses (Heb 11:24-27). Yes, God speaks through circumstances.

After anointing Saul as king, Samuel told him, “And let it be, when these
signs come to you, that you do as the occasion demands; for God is with you”
(1 Sam 10:7). If we believe that God is the Lord of nature and the ultimate
Controller of all events, we can safely read His message from what’s happening
around us. “Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge”
(Psa 19:2). “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood from the things that are made (Rom 1:20). We are called to
discern “the signs of the times (Mt 16:3).

Apostle Paul believed in understanding God’s mind through circumstances.
While on his mission Operation Mobilisation, the Holy Spirit closed doors for his
team in Asia and Bithynia. So, they came to Troas. There Paul had the vision of a
Macedonian calling him to his province. Putting all these events together the team
members “concluded; that the Lord had called them to preach in Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10).
There they got their first European convert!

Two excellent verses encourage us not to take situations lightly. Prov 3:6, “In all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Rom 8:28, “All things
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according
to His purpose.”

At the same time, circumstances alone cannot be our guide. God told Abraham
that he would have a son. But he and Sarah were ageing. The wife herself
voluntarily suggested to him to go in to the servant lady. The logic of circumstances
led Abraham astray.
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7. Through Sufferings

“You have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: My son, do
not despise the chastening of the Lord” (12:5).

The all-wise God may choose to feed us on the bread of adversity and the water
of affliction. Even in such times the promise is, “Your teachers will not be moved
into a corner anymore, but your eyes shall see your teachers. Your ears shall hear
a word behind you, saying, This is the way, walk in it” (Isa 30:20,21).

Why did God allow His people to hunger and then give them manna? THAT He
might make them know that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds from God’s mouth. Moses called it a teaching through chastisement
(Dt 8:3,5).

God agonizes when we don’t run to hear Him amidst adversity. Jeremiah
laments God’s sorrow: “In vain I have chastened your children; they received no
correction” (Jer 2:30). God wields His rod primarily to get our attention. If we still
go careless, defeating the purpose of chastisement, it only leads to further
complications. The life of David was one of suffering. But he grabbed its educative
value. He testified, “It is good for me that I have been affected, that I may learn Your
statutes” (119:71). No moulding before melting!

Saints of all ages have learnt the best of lessons in the valley of tears. Instead
of running here and there like King Saul seeking instant cure through mediums, we must
examine our ways and fall into God’s hand. God’s silence is wonderful to listen to!

A Summary

These seven means of communication are interrelated. Rarely does God use any
of them in insolation. Dr. Paul Smith, who obviously has learnt so many practical
lessons from his late father, Dr. Oswald Smith (1889-1986), has written in The Senders,
“God speaks perhaps audibly, frequently thro’ signs, sometimes thro’ other people,
usually thro’ circumstances and always thro’ the Bible.” These words best summarise
the teaching set forth here.
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