
A Note on Holiness 

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 

obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but 
as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:13-16

If you’re anything like me when you hear the words “Be holy, for I am holy”, a sense of 
inadequacy, fear, or maybe even shame tends to fill your heart and mind. To be holy as 
God is holy seems impossible and you may wonder, “Does the Lord really expect this 
of me?” The short answer is, “Yes”. The better answer is, “Yes, but!” In the latter we 
see that the yes is not without hope and that hope is found in what Peter reminds us of 
in the passages leading up to verse thirteen. 


The New Testament theologian Thomas R. Schreiner says, “God’s commands are 
always rooted in his grace.” It is by his grace, and his grace alone that you and I can 1

stand as believers knowing we are positionally holy. Last week Pastor Kevin pointed 
out the words and phrases Peter uses to describe the believers such as “Chosen”, 
“Given new birth into a living hope”, “Inheritance kept in heaven for you”, Shielded by 
God’s power” and it’s because God’s grace that you and I can stand before God as 
Holy people.


While we are positionally holy we are also simultaneously being made holy. Everyday 
we ought to strive to be more like Jesus and ask the Holy Spirit to conform us to the 
image of Christ and this is what Peter is reminding the believer of in 1 Peter. The 
message Peter communicated to the believers who were scattered is applicable to you 
and I today. You and I are called to be different, we are called to be a holy people, and 
it is because of God’s grace that makes us holy, that we can strive to live out 1 Peter 
1:13-16. 


Believer, You are holy. Now, live holy. 


-Israel Mendez

Community Groups Pastor

  Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37, The New American Commentary (Nashville: 1

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 77.
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DAY  1

1 Peter 1:13

Pray that your hope would be

fully set on Christ.
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DAY  2

1 Peter 1:14-16

Pray for the strength to be

steadfast in your faith when

faced with worldly

temptations.

DAY  5

1 Peter 1:25

Take time to thank the Lord for

His word and thank Him that

the Gospel was preached to

you.

DAY  3

1 Peter 1:17-21

In prayer, thank the Lord for

His sacrifice that gives us life

and gives us hope for the

present as well as the future.

DAY  4

1 Peter 1:22-24

As you pray ask the Lord to

reveal ways that you can

practically love your brother

from a pure heart this week.



Exiled:  
Purposed Together. Living Apart.  
A sermon series in 1 Peter 
As we begin a new series, “Exiled: Purposed Together. Living Apart”, we want to offer 
some resources for further study on the New Testament Book of 1 Peter. In this “Cheat 
Sheet”, you will find some basic background information on the book as well as some 
takeaways for the modern reader.


Background and Setting 
Peter, late in life finds himself writing this letter from Rome to a larger body of gentile 
believers that were facing increasing persecution in the majority of Asia Minor. Because 
persecution was on the rise, the churches were scattered throughout the Roman 
provinces, at risk of torture and losing their lives. Even then, Peter writes to encourage 1

the church through this letter that was to be circulated among the scattered. 


Peter reminds the “exiled”of important truths throughout the entire letter that properly 
orients them when it comes to their identity as followers of Jesus and allows them to 
see hope in the midst of suffering. Thomas Schreiner explains the churches situation  
by saying, “The believers in 1 Peter are the new people of God, but as God’s people 
they are disenfranchised, discriminated against, and mistreated. Their home is not 
earth but heaven.” 
2

Structure and Key Themes 
Peter’s letter opens up with a greeting to the church in verses one and two and then 
moves to a beautiful song of praise to God in verses 3-12. In these passages a few key 
themes are revealed that remind the believer of their identity, family, and of their hope. 
This hope allows them to endure suffering as a way to testify to the work of Jesus (1 
Peter 2:11-4:11). This also allows them to focus their hope on what is to come, the 
return of Jesus (1 Peter 4:12-5:11). 
3

Mackie offers a few key takeaways to note:


 Timothy P. Mackie, Read Scripture : Illustrated Summaries of Biblical Books. (Portland, OR: 1

The Bible Project, 2017).

 Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37, The New American Commentary (Nashville: 2

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 41.

 Mackie, 140.3



1. Christians have hope in the midst of suffering.


2. God’s people are a misunderstood minority living under the rule of a different king.


3. Persecution offers a chance to show others the generous love of Jesus. 
4

The Letter of 1 Peter and The Modern Reader 
While 1 Peter was written to believers who were scattered because of persecution, 
there is much to glean from for the modern day reader. Out of the many themes laid out 
in this book, Christians ought to be reminded that even in the midst of suffering, 
difficulty, hardships, and trials, the people of God have hope. 1 Peter and many other 
Scriptures teach us that persecution, hostility, and hardships are to be expected in the 
life of the Christian, but even in the midst of those things, “…persecution can become 
a strange gift to the church, offering a chance to show others the surprising generosity 
and love of Jesus, which is fueled by the hope of his return.” 
5

Popular Passages in 1 Peter 
1 Peter 3:15 “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect.”


1 Peter 2:9-10 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

1 Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…”

 

1 Peter 5:7 “casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you”

 

1 Peter 2:13-15 “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people.”

 


  Mackie, 141.4

 Mackie, 140.
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