
From the Office of
District A Councilmember Joseph I. Giarrusso III

WE’RE CLEANING UP DISTRICT A
My staff and I have heard your calls for a greater focus on blight, and sanitation issues, and real quality of life in District A. 
We appreciate each constituent that calls letting us know about an issue in their neighborhood. Some problems have quick 
fixes while others require more time and coordination to resolve. Here are a few of our recent accomplishments, which we 
hope will improve the quality of life in District A and serve as a model for the rest of the city. 

CHURCH’S CHICKEN DEMOLISHED

My staff worked closely with the Neighborhood 
Conservation District Advisory Committee and 
the Director of Safety and Permits to finalize the 
demolition permit for the former Church’s Chicken at 
8635 Earhart Blvd. This property has long been an 
eyesore on the major thoroughfare in the Hollygrove 
neighborhood and I’m happy to announce that on 
September 18 the building was demolished. That 
stretch of Earhart Blvd. has seen a lot of investment 
recently and I look forward to seeing what comes to 
this location next.

WORKING TO FILL UNSAFE POOLS 

My office is also working with the Office of Code Enforcement to enforce rules 
on unmaintained and unsafe pools. Many pools have languished in disrepair 
for over a decade – serving as a breeding ground for mosquitoes and posing a 
threat to neighborhood children – while owners work the city’s code enforcement 
adjudication process to their advantage. 

The pool pictured on the right, located at 5700 Vicksburg, is just one example of 
many neglected pools. This one has been a danger to the Lakeview neighborhood 
for over 10 years. 

I’ve introduced an ordinance that will give Code Enforcement the power to do 
more than just impose fines for these violations. If passed, the city will have the 
authority to drain and fill pools after giving owners due process and notice – at the cost of the property owner.  



From the Office of
District A Councilmember Joseph I. Giarrusso III

SANITATION CRACK-DOWN

Since day one my office has received 
complaints from residents in the university 
area about tenants violating the sanitation 
code by throwing trash and furniture all over 
their front yards, sidewalks, and the street 
attracting rodents and other pests to their 
neighbors’ property.

Not only is this behavior disrespectful and 
disruptive to neighborhood quality of life – it’s 
illegal. I am working with the neighborhood 
and certain security districts to identify the 
worst offenders and partnering with other organizations such as the NOPD and Tulane and Loyola University police 
departments to cite the tenants or property owners. As an interim measure, I’ve had the Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Deputy 
and NOPD Officer assigned to the City Council go out to personally issue warnings and citations. We will continue these 
efforts with the resources available to us in the hope that word will spread of a quality-of-life crackdown overseen by the 
District A office.

MEL’S FOOD STORE CLOSED

My office has worked closely with the NOPD - 3rd District and the City of New 
Orleans to shut down Mel’s at the corner of General Ogden and Marks streets. 
Neighbors in the Hollygrove-Dixon neighborhood have complained that this 
corner store was a hotbed for criminal activity. After a long investigation by 
local and state law enforcement, the Alcohol Beverage Control Board voted to 
permanently revoke the store’s liquor license on September 18 and as of October 
3 we understand that the store has closed permanently.


