
 Introductory Lectures on the Diamond Sutra

    Bodhi Manda Zen Center
    Dai-Sesshin Day 1  June 3,, 2002
    Teisho by Denkyo Kyozan Joshu Roshi
   Translator: Haruyo Sasaki

[Transcriber’s note: At the request of the translator, the transcriber made 
certain grammatical and sentence structure changes throughout, for 
increased clarity.  Bracketed words and phrases are suggestions for 
alternate, or additional wording.]

I have been talking about many things in preparation for going into the Diamond 
Sutra.  There is still more, however, to be covered.  Today I will especially focus on the 
simultaneous [action of the two activities of being and non-being.] Simultaneous activity 
means that the two opposing activities of tatha-gata and tatha-agata are working together 
at the same time and in the same one world.  It is not the case that they work in a separate
time or place. 

Tatha-gata and tatha-agata can also be called the activities of plus and minus.  
They are opposing activities, but are always working together.  They are opposing 
activities and yet, inevitably, they will encounter each other.  This is what I have already 
spoke about.  Usually, people would think that two opposing activities would never meet 
each other. But, in Buddhism it is taught that these opposing activities do meet and 
encounter each other.  This subject has already been covered, but since it is so important, 
[I will speak about it again.] 

So, the plus and minus activities or the life activity and death activity, are 
contradictory activities and yet they meet each other, and that is something that we have 
all experienced.

So, if we [personify] this in the human world, we can see that the activity that 
forms man and the activity that forms woman are different from each other.  So in one 
sense, male and female activities are in contrast, but [inevitably] they do meet each other.
So, these two activities do meet and that is something that we all know from our own 
experience.  

So, as an example. If we say that the plus activity goes to the east, then the minus 
activity would be heading towards the west.  They are in opposite directions, yet we all 
know that these two opposing activities meet, and this is accepted in Buddhism.  Here, I 
used the plus activity interchangeably with tatha-gata activity .  The minus activity could 
be also called the tatha-agata activity.  So, even though these two opposing activities are 
running in opposite directions, we can all see through our experience that they do meet 
each other.  The reason that they can meet is because the two contrasting activities live in 
the one shared world.  So, two opposing activities live in one world, that means that 
everything is [occurring ] in the same house, the same world.  This fact must be proven 
through your zazen practice.  
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So, there is the place  [place substituted for field] of encountering and the 
place of opposition, and in order to realize these activities or principles you have to 
sharpen your wisdom. This wisdom can be obtained that understands the principle of this 
movement, through your practice. 

To return to the words “simultaneous activity,” Encountering does take place, 
butthis does not last forever.  Once this encountering has been done, then the plus or 
expansion activity continues its activity and breaks through the encountering and goes 
further[ to the source of the minus activity.] This break through creates separation and if 
we personify this separation, this is where the conversation that asks, “ Where are you 
going?”  will occur. 

Of course Buddhism tells you that these two activities are done without will, 
without desire.  But since we are human beings, it is easy to understand things better if 
we personify them.  Originally, if there is no will in the activities of    plus and minus , 
the question will arise, “ Where did you come from?” 

So, there is the activity of encountering and there is the activity of 
separation. You really aren’t getting into Zen practice if you can’t say that by solving the 
problem of the activities of plus and minus, that you are solving the problem of yourself.  
This is the problem of your self.  This is the viewpoint that you have to practice from.  
So, if you hear my teisho as analyzing some world outside of yourself, you will never get 
in to Zen practice. So, the question that personified plus and minus might say to each 
other, “Where did you come from? “ this question is used in various koans.  

Plus and minus have their own origins and they came from these origins.  This is 
the teaching of Buddhism.  The questioning will continue, “Where are you going?”  Plus 
activity answers, “I am heading toward your origin, the origin of minus.” It is the same 
for the minus activity, “I am going to explore the origin of plus.” Heading toward the 
other unknown origin of each other, in that exploration, plus activity will come to 
understand the unknown field and that will give satisfaction.  

We human beings are looking for peace of mind or salvation. So, Buddhism 
explains that repose, or salvation comes from exploring the unknown field or origin.  So, 
according to Buddhism, you should contemplate that principle and mechanism in order to
sharpen your wisdom and obtain peace of mind.  

Buddhism very strongly says that this experience of plus reaching to the other 
origin, plus reaching to the origin of minus and minus reaching to the origin of plus, is 
the only way to be saved.  This is the way that you must think about the process of 
encountering.

In this society there are always troubles and disputes.  The reason is because you 
do not understand the other person’s, or countries [point of view.]  That means you aren’t
able to overcome the process of opposition.  Buddhism tells us that encountering is the 
only way that we can reach the other shore and the barriers overcome.  This is the 
position of Buddhism.

Buddhism tells us that without fail you can reach the origin of the opposite 
activity.  This is done will-lessly by the dharma activity . Encountering occurs, but the 
next moment the world of minus appears because the dharma activity brings the world of 
minus activity into being.  This is the world of plus and minus separated.  
Simultaneously, in this separation, the world of plus activity appears.  The dharma 
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activity allows the simultaneous appearance of plus and minus. Simultaneously, plus and 
minus appear and disappear. 

 Plus is usually talked about as being the active activity and the minus activity as 
the passive activity.  Action occurs, but before this occurrence is a situation which occurs
which brings in the action.  One action is passive and the other active.  So the action is 
what can be seen, but before the action occurs, this activity of active and passive is what 
is behind the scene of action. 

So, this activity of active and passive is a natural occurrence, without will. So, 
today I talked about the importance of simultaneous activity and also that there are two 
different activities, positive and negative, involved in that activity.  I could say it 
differently, that because both the active and passive roles are there, therefore it is possible
for action to begin.

So, Buddhism emphasizes that these talks are not something about [the world 
outside of you.] This is your own activity, therefore, you have within your self, both 
active and passive activities.  You cannot see these activities, but within yourself they are
occurring. This is a very important thing to understand in Buddhism.  

The plus activity can happen because the dharma activity creates the place for the 
plus activity to do its movement in. So, the overt action is expansion or plus activity.  It is
active in the giving role.  Simultaneously, the receiving role of minus is occurring.  And 
in this way both the giver and the receiver can reach to their opposite origins. 

When the plus activity reaches the minus origin, simultaneously the minus 
activity reaches the origin of plus. And after reaching to the very origin of the opposite 
activities, because it is not possible to go any further plus and minus rest.  So, this is 
stopping or resting, and this happens and you should contemplate this through your 
zazen.  

So, reaching the origin means to stop.  But Buddhism emphasizes this is not the 
end. [The Dharma activity] never stops, forever.  Because…[tape change] 

Buddhism emphasizes the continuous  [“continuous” substituted for habitual] 
movement that never fixates at any stage. Plus reaches the origin of minus and then rests. 
At once minus starts moving and causes the plus activity to turn around and start moving 
in the opposite direction.  At this point of turning around, the plus activity, who in the 
process of turning around has transformed into the minus activity; its character has 
completely reversed. In the same way the minus activity turns around and begins to act as
the plus activity.  

Buddhism says that the plus activity cannot continue its [expanding] nature 
forever.  It changes, transforms into minus activity, and vice versa. Therefore, nothing 
continues forever.  
So, after the turning, plus transforms into minus and heads for the other side of the origin.
[The origin to which plus, now transformed as minus heads for, is actually the original 
home or origin of minus]  Therefore this ghosted, transformed version of plus is looking 
for its own origin.  So, already plus has transformed itself into the minus activity and it is 
looking for its own origin.  Yet, the plus activity has already changed [or ghosted itself] 
therefore, the plus activity is not familiar with plus origin, anymore.  Why?  Tathagata 
Zen asks you “Why?” ‘Why is it that you can’t see your own native land?” Buddhism 
teaches that you must contemplate your own residence, your own situation.  Through that
you can get an answer to the question of , “Why?” This is not easy.
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Each activity started from their own origin, and encountered each other. The plus 
activity has one-half of the world as the plus origin.  The minus activity is the same way. 
So, plus and minus have already experienced one-half world as plus and minus.  

Reaching to the other origin means that the plus activity has completely obtained 
the minus [minus was substituted for plus] one-half of the world.  Therefore, plus is not 
yet completed.  He has not yet experienced the whole world.  

Because this kind of presentation is very unique and is not found in other ordinary
teaching, therefore, especially the first time you hear it, this kind of teaching is quite 
strange.  I only ask that you deepen your contemplation.  

So the activities reach each other’s origins and turn around.  That means that each 
have only experienced only one–half of the experience.  This is probably a very difficult 
concept, probably, so please contemplate.  

If you feel that by reaching to the origin of the other you have completely 
understood, that is a grievous mistake.  So, plus and minus are experiencing one-half of 
the whole universe, and this is done simultaneously.  This is not, however, yet complete.  
So, by experiencing one half, it is not real salvation. You have to have the total 
experience.  So, the whole universe is one Buddha nature, and this reaching to the other 
origin, means that only half has been obtained.  It does not mean that one Buddha nature 
has been experience, as yet.  
In Buddhism the experiencing of one Buddha nature is called the manifestation of true 
love.  This is an extremely profound point, therefore, sutras on Buddhism try to explain, 
with a tear, that only one half obtained is not one Buddha nature and is not the real 
manifestation.  Then Tathagata Zen asks you, “Then what is the real favor?   What is the 
completed stage?”  So, Buddhism emphasizes that only obtaining one half is not the 
manifestation of true love or one Buddha nature.  

I lost my voice and time is up, but we tend to mistake that by only obtaining one-
half, we will understand everything, and these mistakes are quite common.  Therefore, I 
have to caution you.  

The End
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