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SIMPLE,  CONSCIOUS AND COMMITTED



When perfume becomes  
Simple, Conscious and Committed

This is the story of a brand that was designed with a clear and 
simple intention. Perfumery – especially in the case of niche 
brands – has always told stories, but does that lyrical and poetic  
universe actually improve the scent? 
Stripping away a perfume in order to discover its fundamental  
dimension and its pure and accessible creations is the very 
essence of Olibanum.

Boswellia Sacra, Salalah Sultanate of Oman, April 2019
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WHY

“Olibanum” is the Latin term of this treasured thousand-year-old resin 
wich comes from the Boswellia sacra tree.
From India all the way to the Horn of Africa and passing through the  
Sultanate of Oman, olibanum resin is harvested by cutting into the tree’s 
bark to awaken its woodsy, aromatic balsamic, mineral, spicey and lemony  
tonalites.

Great civilizations, such as the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans, considered 
olibanum to be more precious than gold.
This resin, offered by the Three Wisemen, was one of the first raw mate-
rials to be burnt for its scent, for diffusing its laudable aroma and for com-
municating with the gods through asending fumes. The Latin term “Per 
fuman,” which means “through smoke,” is the origin of the word “perfume.”

Even today, this resin continues to be recognized for its many  
virtues.… Eaten or consumed in liquid form when mixed with water,  
olibanum, or loubane as it is known in Arabic, can be used as an antiseptic, 
antiviral, astringent, antidepressant, an expectorant, a healing remedy 
and an immune system booter… In a vaporizer, it is a purifier that can 
cleanse air in homes. Diluted in the bath, it becomes a relaxant.

Gérald Ghislain, the founder of Histoires de Parfums, fell in love with this 
captivating raw scent while visiting the Sultanate of Oman, and specifically 
the city of Salalah. He was commissioned to design a perfume based on 
olibanum resin for a marriage celebration. In the Middle East, perfume 
plays an integral role in festivities and is often used a way for guests 
to mark the memory of an exceptional day. After this experience, Gérald 
knew that he wanted to honor olibanum resin by placing it at the heart of 
one of his collections.

Olibanum was launched in March 2022! 
As the signature scent of the Olibanum collection the olibanum  
essence is associated in each creation with an emblematic raw material, 
both unveiled and accentuated.
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Olibanum BRAND

Even if simplicity is not always synonymous with perfumery, it is 
one of Olibanum’s pillars, nevertheless. Perfumes that say how 
they smell and that smell how they say aim to be everything  
except ordinary.

For each Olibanum fragrance composition remains intentionally 
simple: Olibanum + 1 Raw material.
In each perfume, olibanum essence blends with an emblematic 
raw material of perfumery.

Olibanum is intent on minimizing its environmental impact. 
Only ethical ingredients and safe synthetic molecules are used 
in this collection. When possible, our natural raw materials come 
from conservation and/or giving back programs.

The olibanum used in each of the Olibanum creations is derived 
from an extraction method that does not generate greenhouse 
gases or pollutants.

The flacons are made of a glass that is 40 % lighter, which means 
less material required for production along with a reduction in 
emissions, logistics and transportation. The screws are easily  
removed from the pump, thus making each flacon completely  
recyclable.
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Olibanum has also chosen not to use a cap on its flacon, opting 
for a security clip instead, thus eliminating the production of 
an added component while also avoiding evaporation of the 
perfume inadvertently.
The boxes, made of recycled cardboard, are recyclable, unal-
tered, unbleached and unvarnished. As for the labels, they 
use glue and water-based ink that are solvent-free.

Olibanum wants to be involved in improving well-being and is 
committed to supporting different humanitarian projects and 
developmental aide. Since its launch, Olibanum has partnered 
with associations such as L’Homme et l’Environnement as well 
as Gazelle Harambee in order to help finance the livelihood 
of local communities by increasing their revenue while also 
respecting their lifestyle.
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AT THE ORIGIN OF Olibanum, GÉRALD GHISLAIN

An entrepreneur with an insatiable curiosity, Gérald Ghislain 
is a versatile and passionate individual. After opening several  
restaurants in Paris, he launched the brand Histoires de Parfums 
in 2000, now counting about 40 references and available in 300 
points of sale around the world.

Whereas Histoires de Parfums tells stories and makes people 
dream, with Olibanum, Gérald wanted to create fragrances by 
stripping them of their storytelling aspect, coming back to the 
raw materials' simplicity. And it's around olibanum, Gérald's favo-
rite raw material that he has structured this new way of thinking. 
Each and every ingredient of the product has undergone careful 
evaluation in order to minimize its environmental impact.

Over the course of his travels, Gérald Ghislain has discovered the 
splendor of numerous countries associated with perfumery. At 
the same time, he has seen some of challenges that communities 
in some regions of the world face. Thus, it is not surprising that 
he wanted to give a humane dimension to Olibanum, by creating 
a perfume house committed to supporting humanitarian projects 
and economic development.Gérald Ghislain, Founder

Olibanum  HAS NO OTHER CLAIM THAN TO  
MAKE YOU SMELL GOOD.  

I WANTED TO CREATE A BRAND THAT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF,  
FOCUSED ON A SOLE RAW MATERIAL,  

WITH A REASONABLE ECOLOGICAL IMPACT.  
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P E R F U M E  C O L L E C T I O N

AVAILABLE IN EAU DE PARFUM 
50 ML FORMAT 87 € AND 12 ML 29 €.
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Sacra
The purity of Somalian olibanum sublimated by fir balsam and 
a veil of white musks. The original perfume, simply.

The detail that makes the difference 
The resin of the balsam fir whose fruity note brings a touch 
of modernity.

Layering

Sa. +++
Sacra can be combined with all Olibanum fragrances to bring 
out the notes of resins and olibanum.

Olibanum extract CO2
Supercritical CO2 extraction entails implies 
treating a natural aromatic raw material 
with CO2 in the supercritical state. In 
this state, CO2 has the viscosity of a gas 
and the density of a liquid, which makes 
it an effective solvent and an ecological 
extraction process that is more environ-
mentally friendly for the olfactory quali-
ties of raw resin.
All of our Olibanum fragrances contain a 
CO2 extracted olibanum from Somalia, 
one of the most renowned varieties.

OLIBANUM is a resin obtained by carving the bark of the 
Boswellia Sacra tree which grows from the South of the Arabian 
Peninsula to the Horn of Africa. It’s been used since millenia 
for sacred as well as medicinal purpose. During the Antiquity, 
olibanum was considered more precious than gold.
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Ambrette
The musky, powdery and sensual notes of ambrette combine 
with olibanum to melt on the skin in a regressive accord. 
A vegetal musk soft as a cloud, with its almondy and vanilla 
accents.

The detail that makes the difference
The almondy note, softening the resinous touch of olibanum.

Layering

Am. + Os.    or    Am. + Yu.

Use Ambrette's musky facet to give volume to Osmanthus or 
its almond base to soften Yuzu's angles.

AMBRETTE is a tall plant origi-
nating from Asia which leaves 
contain small seeds. Made into 
a powder, it was once mixed 
with coffee to energize it. It 
was also used to perfume hair 
which would radiate a delica- 
tely animalic scent, giving 
ambrette the nickname of “Vege- 
tal Musk”.
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Cardamome
A captivating cardamom, coated with a tad of lavender, eva-
porating in woody vapours of cedarwood and patchouli.

The detail that makes the difference
Fruity davana that comfits the strong character of cardamom.

Layering

Ca. + Mt.    or    Ca. + Ox.
Use Cardamome's fresh and fruity facets to support Maté or 
take advantage of the leather-caramel notes to give more 
density to Opoponax.

CARDAMOM Originating from India but also cultivated in 
Guatemala nowadays, cardamom looks like reed. Stems grow 
on its rootstock, giving birth to green capsules containing 
small seeds with a spicy and aromatic scent. Nickname? The 
“Angel Seed”.
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Cuir végétal
An androgynous and monochromatic leather dried by Atlas  
and Virginia Cedarwoods. The scent to be seen during Fashion 
Week.

The detail that makes the difference
Black oud, or Aetoxylon, a cousin of the traditional oud, brin-
ging all its leathery potency to the fragrance.

Layering

Cr. + Od.    or    Cr. + Sf.
Use the mineral side of Cuir végétal to give depth to Oud or 
to dry Safran.

Sandalwood Album upcycled
Reduced in chips then distilled, the sandal- 
wood used in our fragrance Cuir végétal  
stems actually from the upcycling of a 
previous distillation’s waste. This second 
extraction provides an essential oil with a 
different scent than an usual sandalwood :  
liquorous notes of prune, candied apricot,  
with roasted, smoky and caramelized  
inflexions.

The LEATHER note is obtained 
through synthetic molecules,  
the most famous is isobutyl- 
quinoline, and/or natural raw 
materials as birch, styrax or 
cistus-labdanum.
Sometimes smoky, sometimes 
tar-like, sometimes soft as  
suede, the leather note has 
many facets.
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Gingembre
A ginger energised by joyous citruses and warmed by a touch 
of a woody caramel.

The detail that makes the difference 
Opoponax, which links the fresh facets of olibanum and the  
smoothness of caramel.

Layering

Gg. + Sa.    or    Gg. + Tu.

Use Gingembre to help Sacra sparkle or create surprise by 
wedging its smokey base over Tubéreuse.

BLUE GINGER is an endemic 
species of Madagascar. Its root  
is distilled to yield an essen-
tial oil with a spicy, rosy and 
citrusy scent. With more than 
400 active ingredients, ginger 
possesses multiple curative, 
digestive and even aphrodi-
siac properties, which is why 
it’s often called the “Universal 
Medicine”.

Blue Ginger
The Vohimana reserve in Madagascar is 
managed by several associations such 
as L’Homme et l’Environnement, working  
together on fauna and flora preservation, 
as well as the improvement of living condi-
tions of the local population.
Blue ginger used in Gingembre, is directly 
distilled on site, near the field, unlike other 
ginger varieties. This process keeps the 
fresh and citrusy odorous compounds that 
usually vanish when the ginger is dried.  
Additionally, it has been scientifically pro-
ven that blue ginger contains more anti-
cancer molecules than other gingers.
From a sustainability point of view, the 
implementation of blue ginger cultivation 
has allowed to put a stop to the extremely 
destructive traditional stubble burning, 
offering a sustainable alternative to local 
communities.
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IRIS is a plant commonly found in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Although it features marvellous flowers, the famed "Silver  
Butter" is actually extracted from its roots, providing a powdery  
and woody scent ot high-end compositions. Since it takes 
about 6 years to extract it, iris is the most expensive raw  
material of the perfumer’s palette.

Iris

A silky, salty iris with solar sparkles of jasmine and violet.

The detail that makes the difference
Carrot seed, stylishly whispering its powdery and amber- 
scented facets.

Layering

Is. + Ro.    or    Is. + Va.

Use Iris' powdery side to touch up Rose or it's lightly radiant 
airs to make Vanille a little more sensual.
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Maté

An effusive maté combined with a fruity fig and an aquatic 
dash of mint.

The detail that makes the difference
Ultra invigorating spearmint that awakens and modernises 
the herbaceous maté.

Layering

Mt. + Vr.    or    Mt. + Cr.
Use the Maté's minty head notes to tonify Vétiver or to lend 
an aquatic freshness to Cuir végétal.

MATÉ is a Southern American drink traditionally used by indi-
genous tribes. Made from a local plant called Yerba Mate, it 
is usually consumed for its dietary and medicinal properties.  
After roasting the leaves, it is prepared in calabash gourd 
(the “mati” in Quechua language) using a filtering straw. It is 
known as the “Tea of Gods”.
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Opoponax
An ambery opoponax brimming with cistus and tonka bean.

The detail that makes the difference
The swirling pink pepper before the resinous sweetness kicks in.

Layering

Ox. + Sf.    or    Ox. + Os.
Use Opoponax's spicy streams to awaken Safran or its warm 
resinous notes to contrast Osmanthus.

OPOPONAX like olibanum 
and myrrh, is a resin, extracted  
from a certain species of 
shrubs of the Commiphora  
genus, growing from the 
Middle-East to East Africa.  
Its scent is balsamic, round, 
sweet and is often used to 
build amber accords.
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Osmanthus
A gentle osmanthus hemmed with rose and dry woods. A 
cloud of delicate and fruity flowers.

The detail that makes the difference
The peach note, providing a fruity and velvety texture.

Layering

Os. + Tu.    or    Os. + Gg.

Use Osmanthus' peachy side to bring a little gentleness to 
Tubéreuse or its slightly acidic facet to render Gingembre a 
little more regressive.

OSMANTHUS is the flower 
of a tree originating mainly 
from China. Its absolute has 
a distinctive floral and apricot  
scent. Osmanthus plays an 
important part in Chinese 
culture, where it’s used to  
flavor teas, jams and liquors. 
It’s also used for its medicinal 
properties. 
Celebrated during the Mid- 
Autumn Festival, osmanthus is 
the “Moon Flower”.
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Oud
A sensual oud wrapped in an intense rose, like a line of kohl.

The detail that makes the difference
Pimento berry, the steamy spice that makes rose, oud and  
olibanum twist and twirl.

Layering

Od. + Tu.    or    Od. + Ox.
Use Oud's incense side to prop up Tubéreuse or take advan-
tage of its smokey base to darken Opoponax.

OUD is a fragrant resin produced by specific species of 
trees in Southeast Asia, in reaction to physical or biological  
aggressions (fire, woundings , insects, bacteria, fungus…). It 
was used as incense since the Antiquity and in Traditional 
Chinese Medicine for its healing properties. In perfumery, we 
use it for its woody, leathery and animalic scent. Today this 
"Healing Wood" is threatened by overexploitation and falls 
under the CITES protection agreement.
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Patchouli
A deep patchouli exalted by a duo of cocoa and cashmeran.

The detail that makes the difference
A Peruvian cocoa Grand Cru exalting the patchouli.

Layering

Pi. + Ro.    or    Pi. + Va.

Use Patchouli's balmy base to anchor Rose or its cacao notes 
to make Vanille more sensual.

PATCHOULI is an Indonesian plant the leaves of which are 
distilled to obtain an essential oil with a woody, damp, earthy 
and cocoa-like scent.
It was used in perfumery since the 19th century. A natural  
moth-repellent, its leaves were used to ensure precious  
fabrics and shawls from India would reach European 
shores unspoiled. In the 1970’s, patchouli became the "Leaf of  
Hippies", as they would use it as an aphrodisiac. It’s one of 
the most commonly used ingredients in perfumery as it helps 
structure any composition, giving it depth and complexity.
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Rose
A dewy rose juiced up by a red berries accord.

The detail that makes the difference
Coriander seed, giving freshness and volume to the rose and 
olibanum duet.

Layering

Ro. + Mt.    or    Ro. + Ca.

Use Rose's greenness to make Maté more plant-like or Carda-
mome more flowery.

ROSE Well, who doesn’t know 
what rose is? It’s not for nothing 
that it’s named the "Queen of 
Flowers" Its multiple cultivars, 
its colors and the majesty of 
its petals made History. The 
Turkish rose absolute used for  
Olibanum brings it its honey- 
like, waxy and deeply floral  
facets.
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Safran
A leathery and elegant saffron streaked with spices and vanilla.

The detail that makes the difference
The refined notes of blond tobacco that curl around the saffron.

Layering

Sf. + Tu.    or    Sf. + Ca.

Use Safran's leather base to make Tubéreuse more virile or 
have fun with its balmy notes to make Cardamome sweeter.

SAFFRON is the stigma of the Crocus Sativus flowers, growing 
around the Mediterranean basin and in Western Asia (Iran, 
Afghanistan…). Its history dates back to more than 3 500 
years, crossing countless cultures and civilizations. In Greek 
mythology, saffron was a symbol of resurrection and eternal 
life. Difficult to harvest, this “Red Gold” is a rare material, one 
of the most expensive of perfumery.
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Santal
An addictive sandalwood lit up by a delicate ylang and notes 
of roasted cumin.

The detail that makes the difference
Violet, enhancing its sweet facets to powder the wood.

Layering

Sl. + Ro.    or    Sl. + Os.
Use Santal's spicy note to make Rose slightly more sensual or 
bind its ylang-ylang note with Osmanthus' note of apricot peach.                    

SANDALWOOD is a tree whose varieties used in perfumery 
mainly come from India, New-Caledonia and Australia. Coined 
“King of Woods”, sandalwood holds an important place in  
Hinduism where it’s used in burials and everyday rituals. It’s 
also widely used in Indian and Chinese traditional medicines 
for its anti-inflammatory, antiviral, expectorant and soothing 
properties. Its scent is warm, woody, creamy and velvety.
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Tubéreuse
A creamy, cheeky tuberose with its overdose of ylang-ylang.

The detail that makes the difference
Ylang-Ylang, an explosive flower that boosts the warmth of 
tuberose and enhances the spicy note of olibanum.

Layering

Tu. + Is.    or    Tu. + Ox.
Use Tubéreuse's vapors to heighten Iris' solar effects or render 
Opoponax even more heady.

TUBEROSE, originally from Mexico, is nowadays mainly culti-
vated in India. Its flowers keep on exuding their aroma more 
than 48 hours after being picked. During the Renaissance, 
young girls were forbidden to wander in tuberose gardens 
on evenings, the power of these “Narcotic Flowers” risking to 
push them into temptation.
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Vanille
A treacly vanilla contrasted by smoky notes of cade wood.

The detail that makes the difference
The leather note of the styrax enhance the smoky nuances of 
the vanilla absolute.

Layering

Va. + Gg.    or    Va. + Ox.
Use Vanille's resinous notes to prop up Gingembre or its smokey 
woody base to amplify Opoponax.

VANILLA Its scent is widely known as one of the favorites 
smells around the world, but in reality it’s the vanilin (its main 
odorous compound) and its sweet-gourmand aroma that 
people talk about. Raw, the pod has a woody, smoky and spicy 
smell. Indispensable in amber accords.
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Vétiver
A crisp vetiver refreshed with hints of mandarin and geranium. 

The detail that makes the difference
The fresh and joyful note of mandarin and geranium mixed 
with the sophistication of vetiver.

Layering

Vr. + Sl.    or    Vr. + Am.

Use Vétiver’s dry woodsy base to give Santal density or its 
manly accord to structure Ambrette.

VETIVER is a plant showcasing high green tufts, whose 
roots can grow as high as 3 meters. Cultivated in southeast 
Asia, but also in Haiti and Reunion Island, its root is distilled 
to offer a woody and earthy scent, with nutty and cereal  
undertones.



50 51

Yuzu
A fresh, green and joyous yuzu peppered with a sparkly and 
lively mandarin.

The detail that makes the difference
Guaiac wood with its smokey nature and power reinforces the 
yuzu.

Layering

Yu. + Ox.    or    Yu. + Mt.
Use Yuzu's bursting head notes to revive Opoponax or its 
lightly bitter notes to lighten Maté.

YUZU, also nicknamed the  
“Japanese lemon”, is a citrus 
obtained after the hybridiza-
tion between Ichang papeda  
and the Mandarin orange.
Used for 1 500 years in Asian 
cuisine, it is mainly produced 
and consumed in Japan. 
The word "yuzu" entered the 
French dictionary in 2016,  
almost as late as it did the  
Western cuisine.
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L AY E R I N G

THE ART OF PERSONALISING YOUR PERFUME

Layering refers to the traditional Japanese ritual of applying 
several skin care products to benefit from different virtues.
Nowadays, the term acquired a wider meaning and is also used 
to describe the simultaneous layer of several fragrances.

Olibanum perfumes have been designed in a way that it is 
possible to overlay them.

By overlaying various perfumes, Olibanum renews, rekindles 
and reproduces the mood of the moment, all while inten-
sifying the lasting and trail.
There is one rule: follow your intuition!

And for those who prefer to be guided, Olibanum offers  
combinations of 2 perfumes in a box 2 x 12 m. 
Each box comes with its own intention or state of mind.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF USAGE:
Have fun, indulge yourself, make merry, dare yourself!

GLEE

Yuzu + Gingembre

Boost your dopamine!
Happiness is in this box.

ACTION & AUDACITY

Cardamome + Maté

Dynamism at every turn.

L AY E R I N G  -  C O F F R E T  2  X  1 2  M L
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MAGIC

Vanille + Opoponax 

An elixir of intoxication and 
enchantment.

NOCTURNAL

Santal + Oud

Heat and exoticism at the fall 
of night. This is the place…

INCENDIARY

Rose + Safran

What seduction! 
You light fires, and you don't 
even  know it!

SPIRITUAL

Osmanthus + Patchouli

The depths of the spiritual  
retreat… You are going to find 
the light for sure.

CHARACTER & EXIGENCE

Vétiver + Cuir Végétal

Proper dressed code required?  
In this area, you are  
irrefutable!

EMOTION & SEDUCTION

 Iris + Ambrette

Is it time for the first date? 
Here's the irresistibility box!

HAVEN

Ambrette + Sacra

Gentleness and comfort to 
counter all exterior aggression.

DISTANCE 

Rose + Tubéreuse

Seduction yes, but you're not 
even available...



Olibanum 11, rue du Roi Doré 75003 Paris



Olibanum Pop-Up Store, 11, rue Debelleyme 75003 Paris



Olibanum Atelier, 11, rue du Roi Doré 75003 Paris



11  RUE DU ROI DORÉ
75003 PARIS

PARFUM@OLIBANUM.COM

EAU DE PARFUM 50 ML 87 €
EAU DE PARFUM 12 ML 29 €


