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Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council  
 Wednesday 7th April 2021 at 7.00pm virtual Zoom meeting ID: 815 2546 

8324 
Present: Mr Mark Berg (Chairman), Mr Gary James (Vice Chair), Mr Frank Hudson (phone), 
Mrs Mary Groombridge, Mrs Cynthia Curtis, Mrs Philippa Hope, Mr Rob Gore, Mr Andrew 
Mendy & Mrs Tracey Hope (Clerk) 
Also present:4 x member of the public & Cllr Neish 

 Open forum  
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public to the open forum.    
No items were raised so the meeting was formally opened at 7.02pm. 

 

233  Dispensation Forms received and decisions given - None  
234  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 242 BACS run 26th March.   
 

235  Apologies for absence –Mr Roger Steel, Mr Martin Crowhurst, Cllr Criswell.  No contact 
from Cllr Besley. 

 

236  Sports Clubs – the clerk advised that the junior football club has resumed training and 
matches.  No issues have been raised.  The cricket club have returned to 1:1 coaching in the 
nets and also their weekly training on Thursday evenings.  It is hoped that the cricket season 
will be a full one this year starting with a friendly on 17th April with the first league match on 
1st May.  The clerk is continuing to have the old changing rooms cleaned weekly and these are 
to be made available to both clubs for match days as applicable. 

 

237  Planning: 
• Enforcement Update – the clerk advised that no updates had been received.   
• Planning application update – 6 outstanding applications remain.  The detailed list 

can be found as Appendix 1. 
• Flooding and statutory responses – Mrs Philippa Hope questioned Cllr Neish about 

the importance of using local knowledge when it came to decision making on planning 
applications and why it is being discounted by HDC.  Cllr Neish confirmed that the 
information provided by the statutory body is the detail the officers use, so if the parish 
need to update the statutory body with local detail they should do this.  Currently there 
is no procedure to advise the statutory body of changes but the clerk is to write to the 
EA, IDB and CC to find out what their consultation process is. 

• Housing Needs Survey – Carter Jonas.  The clerk advised that Carter Jonas had 
made contact to carry out a housing needs survey to assess the need for affordable 
housing in Bluntisham.  The clerk has been in contact with HDC and suggested that a 
survey was carried out after the allocation of the affordable houses in Wood End, so 
the parish can be reassured the detail is as accurate as possible.  It was agreed to advise 
Carter Jonas to wait until June/July 2021 after the allocation process.  (Proposed Mr 
Gary James, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

• 21/00474/TREE – Field Maple reduce by 2.5m and crown thin by approx. 33%.  
Bluntisham House, 2 Rectory Road, Bluntisham.  The clerk shared the correspondence 
received from Mr Caswell regarding this application and the previous history.  The PC 
were happy to support the proposal and voted to APPROVE the application.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9 Bramley Grove 
Bluntisham 

Cambridgeshire 
PE28 3XG 

 
Mob: 07725 308115 

Email: bluntishamclerk@gmail.com 
 

15/2/21



 

Page 2 of 5.  Signed Chairman ………………………..…………………………  Date …………… 

(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed.) 
238  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 3rd March 2021 to be approved and signed 

by the Chairman – The minutes were signed virtually by the Chairman and scanned to the 
clerk to avoid unnecessary contact.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Cynthia 
Curtis.  All agreed.) 

 

239  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – the clerk advised the 
improvements to the old changing rooms had not been quoted to date.  

 

240  District & County Council report 
Cllr Jon Neish discussed the following report:  
I have to report the sad death of Cllr John Davies who recently passed away.  He had been a 
Councillor, in one form or another, for over 40 years and was the current Chairman of the 
District Council.   His funeral is on Thursday week.  He will be sadly missed. 
News – The cabinet unanimously agree to award up to £500k of CIL money towards the 
improvement at Wheatsheaf crossroads.  This supports a CCC scheme which Cllr Steve 
Criswell has been championing for several years.   
Rolling out Electric Charging points in St Ives and other District car parks.  
Yet another round of business grants are about to kick off once the Govt provides HDC with 
the rules.  This is to assist the opening of businesses. 
We are also directly supporting businesses in the High Street to open up safely from 12th April. 
Outdoor sport has resumed. 
HDC have been successful in being awarded over £1.5m Covid 19 recovery bids for our town 
centres: Projects include: Parklets, Improved toilet facilities, Town and heritage walks, Cycle 
storage hubs. 
Next stage of the St Ives transport study work has been approved by the CPCA. 
Elections May 6th deadline to register to vote is 19th April.  The deadline to apply for a postal 
vote is 5pm on 20th April, and for a proxy vote the deadline is 5pm on 27th April.  This year 
residents in Huntingdonshire will be voting in a total of three different elections and will 
select:  CCC Elections, the Police & Crime Commissioner Election & Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough Combined Authority Mayoral Election. 
Planning – New Officers arriving, other officers departing.  Flooding – new HDC website link 
out soon. 
Mrs Philippa Hope asked how HDC were going to manage meetings after the 6th May as we 
are not allowed to hold any official remote meetings.  Cllr Neish advised that options were 
being considered including the use of the Burgess Hall for DMC meetings.   
Cllr Steve Criswell emailed the following report:  
Wheatsheaf Crossroads – As you may have seen in the press, my final funding bid is now in 
place.  HDC colleagues have approved £500k of CIL funding to add to the £700k allocated 
from various CCC budgets.  This process has been a challenging one, not least because of the 
competing demands on budgets. 
We have a deliverable traffic light solution for the junction.  The work is substantial as it 
involves widening of the road to accommodate direction lanes.  Once it is operating these 
additional lanes will reduce the interruption of traffic flow on the B1040 as much as possible.  
Preparatory work will be undertaken over the summer with the intention of commencing on 
site by the end of this year.  
Road Infrastructure – Two work streams are running concurrently which should soon be 
joining up.  District Cllr Neish and I sit on both steering groups. 
A1421/Huntingdon Capacity Study – being conducted by the Combined Authority is 
considering how to reduce congestion by separating strategic and local traffic to the north of 
Huntingdon.  A combination of bypass and sustainable travel options have just been through 
public consultation. 
St Ives Area Transport Study – being conducted by CCC, is considering similar issues around 
the north of St Ives.  Initial work to identify interim solutions by changes to junction layout etc 
has found no quick fix.  The combined authority has agreed to fund the next stage to 
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investigate more strategic improvements. 
Local Highway Initiative – you should have received confirmation that our funding bid for 
improvements outside the school has been successful. 
HCV Traffic – I chair the county council working group that has been tasked with reviewing 
policy across the whole county.  Hauliers are under pressure to deliver goods and services to 
industry, retail outlets and house builders as economically as possible and rural villages are 
understandably keen to avoid the effect of heavy traffic on their communities.  It is clear that 
treating individual villages in isolation is not helpful.  We need a consistent and workable 
solution that achieves an acceptable balance.  The proposal to reclassify the A1123 will need 
to be viewed in the broader context I outlined at the last meeting and that process is at an early 
stage. 
Cambridgeshire Local – Moving out of Shire Hall to a smaller HQ at Alconbury will create 
significant financial savings.  Even more importantly it signals a long-planned change to our 
service delivery model that I have been leading on.  Now badged Cambridgeshire Local, it is 
how CCC officers will work more locally with our partners in a ‘place-based’ approach to 
meet local needs and priorities.  Our locality area encompasses three county divisions 
extending from Earith to Ramsey.  This will involve closer engagement with parish councils 
and residents.  It should result in a change to the way local government operates in our county.  
Four ‘Place maker’ events were held over the last two to three weeks – jointly run by HDC & 
CCC to which all parish councils were invited.  More locally focussed events will be held over 
the summer. 
Covid Hub – Epidemiology – Huntingdonshire Covid level is now down to 28/100k residents 
which is lower than the national average.  Deaths across the whole of Cambridgeshire are 
down to an average of 0.1 per day.  We continue to assist with vaccine roll-out and localised 
testing, particularly in certain work settings. 
The warehouse facility at Alconbury Weald, where colleagues from the Red Cross have so 
ably assisted us for the last 12 months is being stood down.  Having previously held and 
distributed emergency food and PPE stocks, it now only stores testing kits and will be 
managed by Public Health. 

241  FY2020/21 Accounts to end March 2021 –Mrs Philippa Hope discussed the accounts and the 
year end figures.  The clerk advised she will produce an annual report in the next week. 
Income March - £2,818.40 
Expenditure March- £13,195.86 
Bank Balance Lloyds: £22,551.54 
Savings Account: £ 62,650.29  
Mrs Philippa Hope raised concern with FY21/22 and the VH income.  The budget is to be 
reviewed in June and amended if needed. 
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed.) 
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242  Accounts for payment for March 2021  
• BACS run 12th March - £4,005.24 
• BACS run 26th March - £4,628.55 
• BACS run 31st March - £3992.40  (Appendix 2) 
(Proposed Mr Rob Gore, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed with the exception of 
Mrs Philippa Hope who declared a pecuniary interest) 

 

243  Village Hall 
• Floor – the clerk advised the minor repairs to the floor have been carried out and the 

hall is ready for hire. 
• Events – The melodybeats the clerk has been contacted by this company who want to 

hold an event in the village hall, however, they charge for their event and the PC would 
be responsible for ticket sales.  It was agreed that this arrangement would be too high 
risk and therefore not suitable. (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Gary 
James.  All agreed.) 
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• Covid – latest update the clerk advised the Covid risk assessment has been updated 
and all hirers have received a copy of the new version.  Two groups offering children’s 
activities will return w/c 12th April but other hirers are not able to return until 17th May 
at the earliest.  BaCStage have made a provisional booking for November 21, subject 
to all restrictions being lifted. 

244  Village Updates & maintenance: 
• Memorial Asset request – Mr John Dench & Mr Eric Nash.  The clerk shared the 

requests for benches received and all agreed the suggested locations were suitable.  The 
clerk is to contact both families and advise of the decision.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia 
Curtis, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

• SID – the clerk is to move the unit to Wood End for the next month. 
• Dog waste bins – the clerk asked if it was possible to replace the 3 bins on the dog 

walk with front opening ones to make emptying more pleasant.  The new bins will cost 
£450 + VAT.  It was agreed this was a necessary purchase.  (Proposed Mr Rob Gore, 
seconded Mr Gary James. All agreed.) 

• Junior holiday activities - the clerk asked if the PC wanted to offer the free children’s 
activity programme in the summer holidays.  It was agreed to ask the 100 club for a 
contribution towards the total cost of £652.80.  The clerk is to write and ask for £400.  
(Proposed Mr Gary James, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

• Asset register update – the clerk has carried out a review of the village assets and 
recommended the notice boards on Holliday’s Road are painted and revamped.  The 
clerk is to obtain quotes for the next meeting. 
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245  Committee updates: 
• Allotments – Mr Frank Hudson advised that Cambs Water will need to come out to 

relocate/find the stopcock to switch the water on due to the additional heavy traffic on 
the road/track.  The clerk is to find out if this is chargeable and if so speak with the 
land owners. 

• Updates from Mrs Margaret Lumb – Road safety has lodged an objection to the 
development proposal for Houghton Grange.  We have cited extra traffic on busy 
roads, air pollution and noise.   
Neighbourhood Watch – on Sunday just after 5pm I had a visit from a “Nottingham 
Knocker”.  When I told him police had advised residents not to buy at the door he 
swore.  I reported him & was taken seriously.  A policeman came out at once & caught 
up with him at the barograph.  The PC then rang me to say he knew him and he was a 
regular.  A friend in East Street said he was impolite to her.   
Anyone receiving visits from unwanted visitors like this should report it to the 
police. 
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246  Items for consideration (for information only) 
Mr Gary James asked if the padlock combination to the garage had been changed following 
the unauthorised visitors.  The clerk confirmed this was changed the next day and only those 
who needed access have the code. 
Mr Andrew Mendy asked if the parish council could do anything about the anti-social 
behaviour in the village.  A discussion as to what could be done took place.  The clerk is to 
speak with the PCSO for suggestions.  
Mr Mark Berg raised concern about the poplar trees having been cut down from a property in 
Mill Lane.  The clerk advised that the trees were not protected, the property is not in the 
conservation area and are on private land so there was little the parish council could do. 
A member of the public thanked Mrs Philippa Hope for the Heritage Project newsletter and the 
tribute to the late Mrs Sue Everest which was well received.  
Meeting closed 8.30pm 
Next PC meeting Thursday 6th May 2021 @ 7pm  APM – Wednesday 5th May 2021 @ 
7pm 
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Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  
 
1st place wins £50 – 52 Kate Thomas 
2nd place wins £20 – 58 Patricia Way 
3rd place wins £10 – 71 Mr & Mrs Spendiff 
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