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About Association for India's Development (AID)

AID is a  501(3)C  non-profit, voluntary organization whose objective is to address 
grassroots issues that affect India. The problems of poverty,  illiteracy, unemployment, 
health,  social  inequalities and corruption reinforce one another.  AID believes that the 
solutions to these problems must be interconnected, just like the problems themselves 
are.  AID  supports  and  initiates  efforts  in  various  interconnected  spheres  such  as 
education,  livelihoods,  natural  resources,  health,  women's  empowerment  and  social 
justice. While supporting these projects, AID does not stop at just providing money to the 
organizations doing grassroots work but takes the necessary next step and works with 
the grassroots organizations in making the project beneficial to the local community in 
the long term.

Project  proposals  are  received  directly  from  non-governmental  organizations 
(NGOs) in India or through our volunteers. The review process involves, among other 
things,  establishing  the  credibility  of  the  NGO  and  understanding  the  issues  that 
grassroots organizations are trying to tackle in India. A visit by an AID volunteer is a 
compulsory step before approval of any project, in order to understand the ground reality 
and  build a working long-term relationship with the NGO.  All our partners need to have 
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, (FCRA) clearance to receive money from AID.  Visit  
http://www.aidprojects.org for more information on AID projects. 

Charity  Navigator,  the  largest  independent  charity  evaluator  in  the  country,  has 
awarded  AID  a  4-star  rating  for  both  organizational   efficiency  and  organizational 
capacity for consecutive years.

AID was founded in 1991 and has grown to more than 40 chapters globally with 36 
chapters in the USA and 6 in India. AID currently supports more than 100 projects in 18 
Indian states with the primary source of funding being donations in the US. AID has 
seven JeevanSaathis (full time volunteers) working in India.  AID has been featured in 
The Hindu, siliconindia.com and Education Times of  India.  In 1997, AID received the 
International History Week Humanitarian Leadership Award. 
 There are four AID chapters in the greater Boston area: AID-Boston, AID-MIT, AID-
Tufts,  and AID-Amherst.  AID-Boston  was  started  in  1996  and has  about  40  active 
volunteers participating in various activities ranging from organizing fund-raising events, 
reviewing projects, creating awareness and regular administrative work. 

AID  Boston  has  weekly  meetings  every  Sunday  on  the  Harvard  University 
premises to discuss projects, events, and campaigns. All meetings are open to the 
public. For more information please visit: http://www.aidboston.org. 

# AID Chapters in USA: 36 # AID-India Chapters: 12
# Total Projects: 625 # Ongoing Projects: ~125
# Volunteers: ~1000 # Projects Visited by AID volunteers: All
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Year 2010 in Review

Whew! What a busy and exciting 2010 it has been at AID-Boston! We have had a 
great year in terms of raising funds, number of supported projects, campaigns and 
fellowships, and in the quantum of our direct engagement with our partners on the 
ground in India. 

In 2010, AID-Boston disbursed a record amount close to $100,000 towards 16 
projects, campaigns and fellowships in India. In addition, we significantly increased 
our direct engagement with our grassroots partners on the ground in support of these 
projects. Apart from development projects, AID also supports a number of outstanding 
individuals referred to as Saathis (Fellows) in India who work on a variety of social  
issues.  AID-Boston  continued  its  support  to  three  such  Saathis  and  through  them 
augmented  our  understanding  of  complex  social  and  environmental  issues  in 
Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

In order to understand the challenges faced by the people our projects support, AID-
Boston organized  public  seminars  by a  number  of  AID Saathis  and Jeevansaathis 
(full-time workers)  and these  seminars  were  attended very well  by members of  the 
community. We also engaged with the community more directly by showcasing our 
work at a number of tabling events during the year (Republic Day and Independence 
Day, to name a couple). In what has now become an AID-Boston signature, our colorful 
Gandhi hats and the AID quiz boxes, served very well to uniquely identify us among 
the  crowd  of  other  organizations.  These  outreach  efforts  were  aimed  at  increasing 
awareness among the larger community about the developmental work at the grassroots 
in India and also to provide opportunities for the community to participate. Last year,  
this effort paid off in the record number of human-hours AID-Boston volunteers spent 
on the ground in India working directly with the people we serve. We hope that this 
heartening trend continues to increase every year. 
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At the end of the day, all our efforts here are aimed at ensuring just, sustainable 
and equitable development of the most marginalized sections of  India. Of course, none 
of  this  would  have  been  possible  without  the  generous  and  unstinting  moral  and 
financial  support  of  our  donors  and  the  community  towards  these  causes.  In  this 
annual report, we invite you to take a look at the impact of your support on the lives of 
people living on the margins. 

Thank you for your generosity and thank you for helping us ensure that the 
voices of  the underprivileged sections of society are heard and their problems addressed.

Humbly yours, 
AID Boston

Gandhi's Talisman

I will give you a talisman. 
Whenever you are in doubt, 

or when the self becomes too much with you, 
apply the following test. 

Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest 
man [woman] whom you may have seen, 

and ask yourself, 
if the step you contemplate 

is going to be of any use to him [her]. 
Will he [she] gain anything by it? 

Will it restore him [her] to a control 
over his [her] own life and destiny? 

In other words, will it lead to swaraj [freedom] 
for the hungry and spiritually starving millions?

Then you will find your doubts 
and your self melt away." 

- One of the last notes left behind by Gandhi in 1948, expressing his deepest 
social thought.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Outgoing Funds in 2010. Total = $93,933

Funds Raised in 2010. Total = $155,561
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Fund Disbursement For Projects in 2010, By Category
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OUR SAATHIS (FELLOWS)
AID supports some outstanding social and environmental activists in India 
with its Saathiship program that creates a mutually enriching relationship.  As 
volunteers learn from the Saathi's work they get  deeply involved with the 
issues.  AID-Boston  supported  3  Saathis  in  2010. More  about  the  Saathi 
Program: http://saathi.aidindia.org.

Souparna  Lahiri  has  been  a  social  activist  since  1985. 
working on issues of the rights of street children, labor rights 
of the informal sector, bonded labor and fish-workers. He is 
focussed  on  the  issues  of  environmental  justice  and  the 
deepening of  democracy in  northeast  India.His intellectual 
work is informed and shaped by the grassroots. 
Total Funded: $4200.

C. Srinivasan's work integrates reforestation, solid waste 
management  (SWM),  livelihood  generation  and  cattle 
rescue. His models in SWM have been applied throughout 
the Vellore District in Tamil Nadu and are being adopted 
widely  in  Tamil  Nadu  and  elsewhere.  Srinivasan  has 
designed an innovative and scalable solution to managing 
solid  waste  and  has  generated  more  than  1,000  jobs, 
mostly among who form self-help groups. 

   Total Funded: $3100.

Malika Virdi has worked for nearly 3 decades on various 
human rights and women rights related issues  across 
India. Presently she is the Sarpanch (Village Head) of 
Sarmoli-Jainti village Forest Council (Van Panchayat), a 
founding member  of  a  women's  collective  in  Munsiari 
called Maati and is associated with several regional and 
national women's and human rights groups. She works 
on  community  control  of  natural  resources  and 
democracy at the grassroots. Total Funded: $3600.
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OUR CAMPAIGNS
No More Bhopals

The  Bhopal  Gas  Disaster 
happened  more  than  26  years 
ago  in  1984  when  poisonous 
gas  leaked  from  a  Union 
Carbide plant, killing thousands 
of people and leaving thousands 
more to suffer the aftermath for 
years  to  come.  Justice  still 
eludes  the  people  of  Bhopal, 
who  have  to  contend  with  the 
toxic  waste  lying  around  and 
contaminating  their  water 
supply,  causing illnesses in the living and the unborn.  AID-Boston stands 
firmly with the people of Bhopal and continues to support the International 
Campaign for Justice in Bhopal (ICJB).

Free Dr. Binayak Sen

Dr.  Binayak  Sen  is  a  physician  and  a 
human  rights  activist  serving  the  rural 
tribal population of Chhattisgarh in central 
India for 3 decades. He raised his voice 
against  hunger  and  malnutrition  among 
the people he served and opposed state 
sponsored  violence.  The  state  of 
Chhattisgarh imprisoned him in 2007 on 
false  charges  using  a  special  law. 
Recently he was sentenced for life under 
charges of sedition after a trial devoid of 
evidence. AID Boston stands in solidarity 

with Dr. Sen and countless others jailed under these draconian laws.
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PROJECTS SUMMARY
AGRICULTURE

Seed Conservation in W Bengal with DRCSC 
[ $1900 funded ] Seed banks for saving and 
distribution of traditional seeds
 
Agriculture in Cyclone-affected Areas of W 
Bengal with BTS and Mukti
[ $11300 funded ] Reclamation of saline land, 
training of 400 farmers (by trainer farmers) in 
methods of organic farming

HEALTH

Support  for  Health  Workers  in  Chhattisgarh 
with JSS 
[ $6900 funded ] Bicycles and footwear for 
workers in 50 villages to enable rapid service to 
remote communities
 
Rural Health Rights in Madhya Pradesh with 
SATHI
[ $7800  funded] Community awareness and advocacy for health rights

EDUCATION

Bridge School in Maharashtra with Parivartan
[ $6000 funded ] Enabling the underprivileged to 
transition to formal schooling

Education of Girls in Gujarat with TRU
[ $4700 funded ]  Facilitating girls' education by offering 
supplementary education and boarding
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PROJECTS SUMMARY
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Justice in Bhopal with ICJB
[ $4500 funded ] Needs-assessments, health surveys 
and mobilization of victims of Bhopal gas disaster
 
Dharna (Protest) in Delhi with Other Media 
[ $3000 funded ] Support for Bhopal survivors as they demand medical care, 
legal action, etc.

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Right  to  Information  in  Purulia,  W Bengal  with 
Mandra Lions Club
[ $10000 funded ] Fighting corruption through Right 
to Information applications
 
Rehabilitation of Internally Displaced Persons  in 
Andhra Pradesh with ASDS 
[ $5600 funded ] Work among tribal communities who have fled the armed 
conflict in Chhattisgarh and live in temporary forest settlements

Community Kitchen in W Bengal with BTS and Mukti 
[ $4100  funded  ]  Providing one meal a day to the most vulnerable in the 
areas of Sunderbans affected by Cyclone Aila

ENVIRONMENT

Newsletter with Kalpavriksh
[ $2700 funded ] Newsletter that covers issues 
concerning conservation of “protected areas” in 
India
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AGRICULTURE, COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
Community Kitchen in Sunderbans, West Bengal with BTS and Mukti

In  May  2009,  Cyclone  Aila  swept 
through  the  Sunderbans, 
destroying  homes  and  leaving 
fields salinated Due to failed crops, 
many people  were  faced with  the 
specter of hunger. AID worked with 
Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS) 
and Mukti  to provide cooked food 
to  the  most  vulnerable  people  in 
the  community.  The  community 
kitchens  were  established  in  5 
areas,  and  were  run  by  the 
community with the goal of seeing 
them through the hardest months.  Amount funded in 2010: $4,100

Organic Farming in Sunderbans, West Bengal, with BTS and Mukti
While a supportive system to prepare and 
deliver food to the victims of the cyclone 
was  established  and  running,  BTS  and 
Mukti  worked  with  AID  Saathi  (Fellow) 
Revathi in training 40 farmers in  organic 
farming  techniques  of  land  de-salination 
and  sustainable  agriculture.   Pranotosh 
Poira (on right) is one of those farmers, in 
this  picture,  showing  600 kg  of  potatoes 
that were grown on just 1/12th of an acre. 
Pranotosh and the remaining farmers then 
trained an additional  400 farmers on the 
techniques they had learned. Amount funded in 2010: $11,300

Impact
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400+ farmers
affected by Cyclone Aila trained in organic farming practices
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AGRICULTURE
Seed Conservation in West Bengal with DRCSC
The  goal  of  this  project  is  to  build  seed 
centers that allow poor and marginal farmers 
in 4 different  areas of  West Bengal  to have 
access to seeds so that they are able to grow 
nutritious  vegetables  for  their  own 
consumption and store their  own seeds and 
increase bio-diversity  of  the region by using 
more  local  varieties  of  seeds  (compared  to 
hybrid). AID's partner, Development Research 
Communication  and  Services  Center 
(DRCSC) started 4 seed centers in 4 districts. 
Seeds were collected from farmers already working with Community-Based 
Organizations (CBOs) in the 4 districts. An estimated 35 varieties of seeds 
were initially collected. Harvested seeds have to be planted within the next 
season; the seed centers and demo plots are used to cultivate these seeds 
when  they  are  ready.  Seeds  are  distributed  directly  to  farmers  who  are 
actively borrowing from the seed bank as well as in various local village fairs.

In  November  2010,  DRCSC  organized  the  'Beej  Utsav'  (Seed  and 
Biodiversity festival) as part of the larger Kisan Swaraj Yatra (kisanswaraj.in) 
rally.  The  festival  exhibited  indigenous  seeds,  organic  vegetable,  and 
processed  organic  food.  It  allowed  farmers  to  share  their  experiences, 
honoring  farmers  from  across  the  state  who  are  involved  in  sustainable 
agriculture.  Government  officials,  representative  of  farmers  union,  local 
farmers from all around West Bengal gathered at this festival. 
Amount funded in 2010: $1,936

Impact
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500+ farmers
have benefited directly/indirectly from 4 seed banks

Increase in Bio-diversity 
as farmers choose more local varieties of seeds

http://kisanswaraj.in/


HEALTH
Support for Health Workers in Chhattisgarh with JSS

Jan Swasthya Sahyog (JSS) is  a voluntary,  group of  health professionals 
committed  to  developing  a  low-cost  and  effective  health  program  that 
provides both preventive and curative services in the tribal and rural areas of 
Bilaspur  district  of  Chhattisgarh  state  in  central  India.  The  village  dais 
(midwives)  and  health-workers  are  indispensable   for  a  rural  health 
organization like JSS to be able to impact the health of residents of nearly 53 
villages  in the Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh. Currently, nearly all the dais 
and  workers  commute  between these  villages  on  foot,  often  without  any 
footwear. 

On a recent visit, AID-Boston volunteer Dr. Jonathan Fine learned that many 
of  the  village  health  workers  and  the  dais  felt  it  would  be  tremendously 
helpful if  they could be provided with bicycles, making the travel between 
villages faster and less onerous. AID Boston funded the provision of bicycles, 
footwear and wrist watches for 100 persons, comprising of dais and village 
health workers. Amount funded in 2010: $6,800

Impact
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Village Dais working with JSS expressing their desire to learn 
to ride bicycles

100 dais provided bicycles, footwear, and wrist watches



HEALTH
Health Rights Monitoring in Madhya Pradesh with SATHI
The state of Madhya Pradesh has very poor access to health care and the 
worst performance on almost all indicators of health. It is in this context that 
SATHI-CEHAT, after  successfully  implementing a community-based health 
services monitoring program in Maharashtra, started their work with the help 
of a local people’s movement, the Jagrit Adivasi Dalit Sangathan (JADS), in 
the mainly tribal Barwani district of Madhya Pradesh. SATHI’s goal has been 
to  implement  the  guidelines  provided  under  the  National  Rural  Health 
Mission (NRHM). NRHM mandates the monitoring of health services on a 
regular basis at the village, block, and district level. In the four years that the 
SATHI team has spent  in Barwani,  it  has been able to successfully raise 
awareness  about  and  mobilize  people’s  support  against  the  systemic 
injustices in government-provided health care.

In the past  year,  a young mother to-be,  Vyapari  Bai,  died in the Barwani 
district  hospital  due  to  carelessness  and  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
hospital authorities and doctors. With SATHI's help, more than 3000 tribal 
women walked 12 kilometers to the hospital in protest against this injustice. 
After months of efforts, the hospital administration was finally shaken up by 
the union health ministry with wide-scale reforms, transfers, and an upgrade 
of facilities.  Amount funded in 2010: $7,800

Impact
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Mass protest against maternal deaths in the Barwani district  
hospital

20 nurses and 3 female doctors have been appointed 

Rs. 45 million sanctioned for infrastructure upgrades of district 
hospital including the Women's hospital.



EDUCATION
Bridge School with Parivartan in Maharashtra

Parivartan  Shikshan  Sanstha  was 
started in 1997 to impart non-formal 
education to children from the slums 
in Mumbai, who do not go to regular 
school for various reasons such as 
economic difficulties, migration, and 
responsibilities at home. Due to the 
constant  efforts  by  Parivartan,   a 
Municipal  school  was  opened  in 
2006.  Now  Parivartan  strives  to 
integrate  the  children  living  in  the 
slums into school after 1 to 2 years 
of  non-formal  teaching.In  2010, 
Parivartan operated in  the  slum of 
Sangamnagar  in  Wadala  (E), 
Mumbai.  It  worked  in  3  out  of  14 
localities  in  Sangamnagar  and 
provided  underprivileged  children 
with  the  learning  and  guidance  to 
transition  to  a  formal  government 
school. Parivartan ran balwaadis (kindergartens) for children below the age 
of  6 and also advocated for the implementation of  the Right  to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act by helping older children enroll in the government 
school. Parivartan counseled parents to take an interest in the schooling and 
health of children, and also operated a small reading room and a computer 
center. Amount funded in 2010: $6,000

Impact
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90 children below age of 6
supported in Balwaadi (kindergarten)

150 children in government school
given evening coaching programs



EDUCATION
Education of Girls in Gujarat

In  the  tribal  areas  of  Gujarat  that 
Trust  for  Reaching  the  Unreached 
(TRU) works in, they found that girls 
as young as 10 years of age start to 
share chores at home, which is one 
of the reasons that they stop going 
to school. Various other reasons for 
parents  not  sending  their  girl 
children  to  school  include  school 
expenses, sense of a lack of safety 
for girls, and distance of the school 

from their  homes.  However,  TRU observed that  girls  did  actually  want  to 
study further. They started the Girls' Education project in 2005 to facilitate 
girls’  education,  including 
catching  up  on  basic  deficits  in 
reading,  writing  and  math  skills, 
and  providing  access  to  extra-
curricular activities. The girls stay 
with  a  hostel,  thereby  providing 
them a  safe  environment  to  live 
in,  and  giving  them  a  sense  of 
empowerment and independence 
which they may not feel if staying 
at  home  during  their  education. 
Over 5 years, TRU has increased 
support  from  11  girls  to  120. 
Amount funded in 2010: $4,700

Impact
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120 girls registered in 2010

New vocational training element added to 
program



SOCIAL JUSTICE
Justice in Bhopal

This project supported the work of 5 
community-based campaigners and 
1  Bhopal  based  overall  campaign 
coordinator  with  our  partner, 
International  Campaign  for  Justice 
in Bhopal (ICJB). The campaigners, 
some  of  whom  are  survivors 
themselves,  work with  the affected 
of  the  1984  Bhopal  Gas  Disaster. 
The  role  of  the  campaigners  is  to 
work towards medical relief, ensure 
safe  drinking  water  supply  (the  defunct  factory  continues  to  leach  the 
dumped toxic  wastes into the ground, thus poisoning the drinking water), 
social rehabilitation, and intensify several campaigns against Dow-Carbide 
and to fight till  justice reaches Bhopal. Several victims and survivors have 
still not been adequately compensated or provided with medical treatment.
In April 2010, a dharna (protest) to establish the empowered commission for 
Bhopal was carried out in front of the Prime Minister’s office (picture above). 
The campaign group's sustained lobbying,  petitioning and filing of  several 
RTIs  to  the Agricultural  Ministry  got  Dow Agro Sciences blacklisted for  5 
years. Dow Agro Sciences had bribed Indian officials in the time period of 
1996-2001 for the speedy registration of three pesticides. The campaigners 
have  been  successful  in  getting  clean  drinking  water  pipelines  to  7500 
households in 3 communities. They are monitoring the construction of water 
pipelines for 7 communities and have exposed some corrupt practices in the 
process.  10  more  communities  are  yet  to   receive  clean  drinking  water. 
Amount funded in 2010: $7,400
Impact

18

7,500 households (3 communities)
were delivered clean drinking water pipelines

7 communities
being monitored for pipeline construction



SOCIAL JUSTICE
A Bhopal survivor's struggle for justice

Syed M. Irfan, a survivor of the Bhopal gas disaster, joined the Zaherli Gas Kand 
Sangharsh  Morcha  2  months  after  the  disaster.  He  conducted  surveys, 
corresponded  with  the  media,  and  assisted  other  survivors  and  supporters  in 
organizing the biggest dharna (protest) that went on for a week outside the house 
of the Chief Minister in 1985. 

In 2003, Mr. Irfan formed his own group called Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Purush 
Sangarsh Morcha. This has members from both gas affected and contamination 
exposed populations. He joined ICJB in 2004 and was involved with legal actions, 
local organizing and advocacy. He also assisted disaster-affected women, senior 
citizens, and children, in filling out their pension books so that they could get a 
monthly pension from the state government. 

In  2006,  Mr.  Irfan  marched  from  Bhopal  to  Delhi  to  seek  medical  care  and 
rehabilitation for the gas disaster victims. Within the last couple of years, he was 
able to get a loan for 13 gas affected people from the available state government 
schemes.  Due  to  the  disaster  he  was  a  chronic  patient  of  COPD  (Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder). He passed away in February 2011 from the long 
illness, at the age of 62.
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COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
Right to Information (RTI) in West Bengal with Mandra Lions Club

Mandra Lions Club (MLC) is 
an  organization  in  West 
Bengal that works to promote 
awareness  among  people 
about  the  government 
benefits  they  are  entitled  to 
and  helps  them  in  various 
ways to apply for and receive 
them.  MLC organized  about 
100  public  meetings  from 
August  2009  to  September 
2010  across  villages  in  3 
blocks of Purulia, home to adivasi (indigenous) communities, where people 
talked  about  Public  Distribution  System  (PDS),  Agriculture,  Cooperative 
loans, Self Help Groups (SHG), and other social entitlements. MLC helped 
community members file  and follow up on numerous Right  to Information 
(RTI) applications over the past year. MLC activists run a telephone hotline to 
address queries on RTIs, how to file applications, how to approach appellate 
authorities, and following up on RTI applications, among other things. 

MLC has also been actively working to improve PDS in Bagmundi block. It 
has  organized  public  meetings  with  local  ration  shop  dealers  throughout 
2010. One such meeting in the Birgram Panchayat addressed complaints 
regarding the non-opening of ration shops in the area, small quantity of ration 
goods  available,  improper  display  boards  in  the  shops,  higher-than-
government-rate-marked  prices  of  goods,  and  lack  of  receipts  for  the 
purchased  goods.  The  meeting  ended  in  a  resolution  to  curb  these 
malpractices.  Since  then,  the  community  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
monitoring and ensuring proper functioning of these ration shops.  

In  order  to  garner  widespread attention  to  these malpractices,  MLC also 
brought  media  pressure  to  bear  on  the  ration  dealers.  For  instance,  the 
corrupt  practices  of  a  ration  dealer  at  Jhalda,  who  refused  to  give  the 
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stipulated 35 kilograms of rice, were exposed by mainstream media. As a 
result, the dealer was made to promise full supply thereafter, and the Food 
Inspector promised to investigate the matter. Overall, in Bagmundi block, the 
ration system seems to have undergone a reform over the last one year, a 
direct  effect of sustained community pressure.   Amount funded in 2010: 
$10,000

Impact

AID Saathi  (Fellow),  Arvind  Kejriwal, 
congratulates  and  encourages  AID's 
support  in  the  RTI  campaign 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=22J5VccbLKM)
 
Arvind Kejriwal is a social activist for 
transparency  in  the  Government 
machinery  in  India.  Together  with 
Aruna Roy and other activists, Arvind 
Kejriwal  campaigned for the National 
Right  to  Information  Act,  which  was 

passed  in  2005.  In  2006,  he  spearheaded  a  successful  awareness 
campaign,  "Drive  against  Bribe"  for  promoting  RTI  across  India.  He  was 
awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award for Emergent Leadership as well as 
Indian of the Year in Public Service in 2006. He is currently part of the India 
Against Corruption campaign and advocated for the Jan Lokpal Bill, which is 
one of the sternest and tightest measures to curb corruption in India.
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organized in 39 villages (2 blocks)

1,300 people
reached out to through program
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COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Rehabilitation  of  Internally  Displaced  Persons in  Khammam,  Andhra 
Pradesh with Agriculture and Social Development Society (ASDS)
The ongoing armed conflict  in 
the  Dantewada  and  Bastar 
regions  of  Chhattisgarh  have 
resulted  in  644  villages  being 
abandoned  and  around 
300,000 people displaced from 
their  homes.  16,000  of  them 
are  in  refugee  camps  in 
Khammam,  fighting  debt, 
disease and death. AID-Boston, 
together  with  other  chapters, 
supports  ASDS'  relief  and 
rehabilitation  work  in  140 
temporary  habitations  in 
Khammam, catering to about 10,000 people, helping them with basic human 
needs like health, nutrition particularly for women and children, education, 
drinking water, livelihood. We also support advocacy work with the State and 
Central  Governments regarding distribution of  ration cards,  National Rural 
Employment  Guarantee  Scheme  (NREGS)  cards,  proper  functioning  of 
Integrated  Child  Development  Services  (ICDS)  centers,  and  larger  policy 
level protections for these one of the most vulnerable communities in India. 
Starvation is the biggest disease of all, in these habitations. The Government 
provides them one kilogram of rice, 100 grams of lentils and 100 grams of oil 
for one year as part of the ICDS. During the lean season, starvation for two 
consecutive days is not uncommon. Amount funded in 2010: $5,600

Impact
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Aid given to 10,364 displaced people (2658 families)

17,000 families given NREGA cards through which 1,156 people 
got  jobs

67 ICDS centers opened



ENVIRONMENT
Protected Area (PA) Update Newsletter with Kalpavriksh

Kalpavriksh  Environmental  Action  Group  was 
founded in  1979 and focuses  on issues relating 
to  conservation  and  development,  biodiversity 
conservation, and environmental education. They 
have  expertise  in  legal  issues  related  to 
construction of dams, mining, and their  impact 
on local ecology. 

The Protected Area (PA) Update Newsletter is a 
bi-monthly environmental  newsletter  published 
by   Kalpavriksh  that  covers  issues  concerning 
conservation of  “protected areas” in India, which 
include  national  parks,  wildlife  sanctuaries, 
biosphere  reserves,  village  forests,  and 
panchayat forests. They make up  5% of India's 
landmass  and are  home to  the  rarest  and  the 
most endangered lifeforms. 

The  newsletter  is  sent  by  mail  to   over  1800 
people  and  via  email  to  over  1600  people, 
including  400 Forest Officers, as well as NGOs, 
community  organizations,  wildlife   researchers, 
journalists, and media  establishments. 

Amount funded in 2010: $1,900

More information at 
http://www.kalpavriksh.org/protected-area-
update
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OUTREACH
Public Talks by Partners

AID-Boston Symposium
July 17, 2010 at MIT
The  AID-Boston  chapter  organized  its  annual 
symposium which was attended by more than 60 
people.  The  program  featured  talks  by  AID 
founder  Ravi  Kuchimanchi  and  Jeevansaathi, 
Aravinda Pillalamarri. 
Kuchimanchi  outlined  AID's  beginnings  and 
future  goals.  He also  presented  the  innovative 
and inexpensive Hay Box, which is successfully being used in several villages to 
cook rice conveniently, cheaply, and safely. Pillalamarri highlighted the connection 
between hunger and health and focused on issues of malnutrition and the politics 
of the food industry. 
AID Boston volunteers gave brief reports on the group's different engagements. 
The chapter spent close to $65,000 toward projects and fellowships in 2009.

“Turning the Tide:  Spreading the Word on 
Organic Farming” with Saathi Revathi
May 13, 2010 at MIT
AID Saathi Revathi has worked with more than 
32,000  farmers  in  the  organic  movement  in 
Tamil Nadu and her work has been recognized 
by  the  governments  of  India,  Sri  Lanka  and 
Indonesia  through  her  experience  in  disaster 
management.  Revathi  shared her  experiences working with  the farmers in  the 
Sunderbans, West Bengal, whose lands were left salinated and unfit for farming 
by Cyclone Aila in May 2009. Revathi trained 25 farmers in organic techniques to 
aid in the reclamation of their land via use of several bio-inputs and organic pest 
repellants, all of which were easy and inexpensive to prepare or acquire.
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OUTREACH
Public Talks by Partners

“Gandhian Engineering -Empowering Rural 
India through Environmental Conservation” and 
“Sustainable Technology” with Michael 
Mazgaonkar
October 22 & 23, 2010 at MIT
Noted environmental activist,  community organizer 
and  advocate  of  appropriate  technologies  in  rural 
India, Michael Mazgaonkar delivered two talks about his work in southern Gujarat.  
Mazgaonkar and his wife, Swati Desai, have been living amongst and working with 
the tribal population in the village of Juna Mozda by offering local innovations, like 
a windmill to generate electricity and LED lamps to provide light. They also started 
a cooperative for women, called the Mozda co-operative. The maintenance of the 
technologies  that  they introduce  has  been local;  the  people  in  the  village  are 
trained to handle  the construction and maintenance. Mazgaonkar also detailed his 
involvement in several other people's struggles in the area, such as those against  
environmental endangerment of water-bodies by chemical industries in the Golden 
Corridor area of Gujarat and the building of large-scale dams.

“The Future of Commons in a Commodified World” 
with Leo Saldanha and Bhargavi Rao
November 6, 2010 at MIT
Bhargavi  Rao  and  Leo  Saldhana  of  the  Bangalore-
based  nonprofit  organization  Environment  Support 
Group (ESG) provided their views on the usurpation of 
urban common spaces in India. As an example they highlighted how roads were 
once "vibrant spaces of commerce not restricted just to cars." They also outlined 
their group's work in the preservation of water-bodies and forestland as commons. 
Citing the instance of the leasing of lakes to private companies for development of 
aquatic parks, they said that Bangalore had a Lake Development Authority which 
was supposed to protect such common water bodies. They stressed that the "the 
government should act as the trustee of common resources and not as an owner".
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EVENTS
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia Concert

In  September  2010,  AID-Boston 
successfully  organized  a  concert 
fundraiser  featuring  the  prominent  Indian 
flutist,  Pandit  Hariprasad  Chaurasia.  The 
event  was attended by 1000 people and 
raised over $29,000.

TeamAIDASHA Marathon Program

In  collaboration  with  Asha  for 
Education,  AID-Boston  has  been 
holding a joint  marathon program 
since  2004.  The  7-month  long 
training  program  under  coach 
Jonathan Wyner  starts  with  short 
training  runs  in  the  spring, 
gradually  progressing  to  longer 
runs  on  weekends,  ending  with 
half and full marathons in the fall. 
AID and Asha volunteers  provide 
water support and mentoring for the runners during this time. Many runners 
continue to stay involved in the marathon program after the marathons by 
volunteering  for  future  programs  and  becoming  regular  volunteers  and 
supporters  of  AID and Asha.  All  money raised in  this  program is  divided 
equally between AID-Boston and Asha-Boston. In 2010, AID-Boston raised 
over  $30,000 from  this  program.  Visit  www.teamaidasha.org  for  current 
information.
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VOLUNTEER SNAPSHOTS
Volunteers eating food prepared with 
locally  sourced  and  organic 
ingredients  at  the  2010  Annual 
Conference in Seattle, WA.

AID-Boston volunteers and Saathi 
Revathi collectively helping out at 
a  local  organic  farm  in 
Massachusetts.

AID-Boston volunteers tabling at  the 
open-air  Indian  Independence  Day 
Festival  in  Boston.  Thousands  of 
people stopped by to find out  about 
AID's work that day.

Bhopal  gas  disaster  survivor, 
Sanjay  Verma,  speaking  during 
the  Community  Service  Hour 
meeting that is held every Sunday 
in Harvard.
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AID Boston
PO BOX 390884

Cambridge, MA 02139
info@aidboston.org

www.aidboston.org

AID Headquarters
P.O. Box F

College Park, MD 20741
Tel: (888) 825-5224
1-888-TALK2AID

Fax: (301) 314-9465
info@aidindia.org

www.aidindia.org  

 AID, Inc. is registered with the US Federal Government as a non- -profit 
charitable corporation under the category 501(C)(3). Its federal Tax -ID is 04 
-3652609. An independent CPA audits AID accounts as per IRS regulations. 
Documents and information pertaining to AID are available on request, or can be 
obtained from the Secretary of State for the cost of copies and postage.
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