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In May 2017 in certain districts of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed forma-
tions of so-called «LNR” and “DNR” regular facts of human rights violations were identified: illegal 
detention of and restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, involvement  of schoolchildren, 
students and retired people into the events with propagandistic aims, coercion of the residents of 
so-called “L / DNR” to join “NGOs”, development of parallel legal system,  appropriation of property. 
These and other human rights abuses have become a “norm” for residents of the territories con-
trolled by the armed formations of so-called “L/D-NR” long ago.  

Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

In the detention center in Rostov, Ukrainian citizen, the local resident of the Luhansk region, 19-year-
old Artur Panov died due to the heart failure. The man was accused by the Russian authorities of 
preparing a terrorist act in Russia. It is known, that Panov was detained in early December 2015 
in the Rostov region after he crossed the Ukrainian-Russian border. This was reported by Russian 
media in early May. Additionally, it is known that Arthur during the military operations in the east of 
Ukraine in 2014 informed the Ukrainian servicemen of the locations of the pro-Russian militants, 
and information about the movement of the military equipment of the separatists. Besides, he ac-
tively cooperated with Ukrainian journalists, providing them with information about the events of 
the war. 

In mid-May, a “sabotage and reconnaissance group” of the SBU (Security Service of Ukraine) was de-
tained in Luhansk. Information on the detention appeared on the website of the so-called “Ministry 
of State Security of the Luhansk People’s Republic” on May 19, 2017. The detainees Vasiliy Sapronov, 
Sergey Ivanchuk, Vladimir Danilchenko and Ivan Zotov are accused of eliminating “public and politi-
cal figures of the Republic” and preparing for “several terrorist acts in critical infrastructure facilities 
of the Luhansk People’s Republic.” The detainees gave confessions. 

May 24, 2017 materials of the criminal case of the detained fans of the football club “Zarya” “Ultrass 
Black-White” Ovcharenko Vladislav Valeriyevich, born 24.11.1996, Akhmerov Artyom Olegovich, born 
12.03. 1997, the so-called “investigation department of the Ministry of state security of LNR” was 
transferred to the “general prosecutor’s office of the republic.” It is reported that the investigation 
of the criminal case is completed, and the young people fully admitted their guilt. We would like 
to remind that mentioned men are accused of “high treason in the form of espionage and public 
outrage over the national flag of the LNR.” 

The press service of the so-called “General Prosecutor’s Office of Donetsk People’s Republic” re-
ported on May 3 that the “military tribunal of Donetsk People’s Republic” sentenced a resident of 
Donetsk to 18 years of imprisonment for espionage in favor of Ukraine and illegal arms trafficking. 
It is noted that the Donetsk resident “from September 2014 to April 2015 collected and handed over 
to the Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine information about 
the locations of block-posts, the number of military personnel and military equipment of the armed 
forces of DNR.” The name of the “convict” is not reported. 

On May 27, 2017, after 11:00 am at “Mayorsk” check-point of “DNR” the residents leaving the territory 
controlled by illegal armed formations were seized telephones for verification, by pro-Russian mili-
tants. A “checking” of a phone lasts about 20 minutes. This is reported by eyewitnesses who crossed 
the block-post. 

“The authorities of the republics” are strengthening measures to prevent the outflow of the “mo-
bilization resource” from the territories of Donbass controlled by illegal armed formations. This is 
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reported by the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine. “Military com-
missariats” and the so-called “law enforcement agencies” “are obliged to limit travelling of young 
people outside the “republics» with the aim of continuing education as much as possible. In order 
to implement the task, the methods of educational work, intimidation, non-recognition of diplomas 
received in universities of Ukraine, the opening of criminal cases for minor offenses with the pro-
hibition to leave the place of residence until the completion of the university entrance campaign 
in 2017.” 

Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

In the territory controlled by illegal armed forces of the “LNR” and “DNR”, so-called “powers” and 
controlled media continue to inform local people and world community on activity of their “state 
authorities”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal force and is aimed only at demonstrat-
ing the so-called “statehood” in the “republics”. 

Thus, the “Ministry of Justice of LNR” in its report for April reported that 58 departmental regulatory 
legal acts were registered. It is reported that “among the acts registered in April, the Ministry has 
traditionally identified a number of socially significant documents affecting the rights and freedoms 
of LNR citizens, including children, as well as individual entrepreneurs.” 

In its turn, the so-called “People’s Council of LNR” reported that for the first week of May, 10 bills for 
the adoption were prepared: “Amendments to the Criminal Code, bills related to the work of busi-
ness, bills on physical culture and sport, on communication, on the Commissioner for Human Rights 
, Changes in the laws on advertising and on the management and disposal of property. “ 

In the so-called “DNR” on May 19, in Donetsk IV meeting of the “plenum of the Supreme Court of 
Donetsk People’s Republic” was held. During the “plenum” “a number of draft resolutions on the ap-
plication by the courts of the Republic of the Constitution in the administration of justice of judicial 
practice in cases of establishing facts of legal significance; legal practices on cases of inheritance” 
were considered. 

In the “Ministry of Transport of DNR” a meeting of the “license council” took place, during which 
the subject of issuing licenses for certain types of economic activities in the transport sector were 
considered. 

Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and “so-
cial” actions of “LNR” and “DNR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

On May 12, more than two thousand young people - “activists” of the Association of Youth of Luhansk 
region “swore to loyalty to” the republic.” Students and schoolchildren living in the territories con-
trolled by illegal armed formations took part in the event. 

In the territories controlled by militants, military-patriotic propaganda among children is actively 
conducted. In the so-called “LNR” more than 140 schoolchildren took part in the military sports 
game “Zarnitsa-2017”, held in Slavyanoserbsk for schoolchildren of the general educational insti-
tutions of the district. Similar competitions involving more than 15 teams were held on May 18 in 
Lutuhino. 

Communist propaganda is also actively conducted in CDDLR: children are attracted to the cele-
bration of Soviet Union holidays - May the 1st, “Pioneer Day”, etc. Thus, students of Luhansk, in the 
square of the name of the heroes of the Young Guard, celebrated the Day of Pioneers, May 19. 
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Active work is being conducted to attract people to the “NGOs” of “L / DNR”. For example, since No-
vember 2016, the participants of the youth public organization (NGO) “Youth for Peace” of the public 
movement “Peace to Luhansk region” have created 30 primary branches in the cities and districts 
of “LNR”. 

In the so-called “DNR”, at enterprises controlled earlier by Ukraine, and captured by pro-Russian 
militants, after the so-called “external administration” was introduced, the employees were forced 
to join the “social movement” “Donetsk republic”. Thus, in May, 71 members of the Yenakiyevo Chark 
and Chemical Plant, 17 employees of the Yasinovsk Chark and Chemical Plant, 9 employees of the 
Donetskkoks Enterprise, and 30 employees of the Donetsk Railway of the Putovaya Part-14 Compa-
ny in Ilovaisk joined the ranks of the social movement “Donetsk republic”. 

Violation of property rights

In May 2017, in the territories of the “DNR” and “LNR”, the process of “nationalization” of enterprises 
that had previously worked under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to citizens of Ukraine 
living in the territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict continued. 

So, on May 24, the process of “nationalization” of real estate, transport and special equipment, which 
are located in the city of Aleksandrovsk, began. The so-called “State Committee for Taxes and Fees 
of LNR” posted an advertisement on its official website about the search for the owner of four real 
estate units, 36 vehicles and 21 special machinery, located at Luhansk, Aleksandrovsk, 2-Novaya Str. 

On May 29 an announcement was published on the search for the owner of four wind power plants 
in the territory controlled by the illegal armed formations of “LNR” in Sverdlovsk region, six wind 
power plants in the Krasnodon district, the village of Verkhnieshevyrievka and three wind power 
plants in the Pierievalsk district, Mikhailovka village. It should be noted that applications are ac-
cepted within 60 days from the date of the announcement. After the expiration of this period, the 
enterprises pass under the control of LNR. 

In the so-called “DNR” the process of seizing enterprises that were previously under Ukrainian juris-
diction also continues. “The State Property Fund of DNR” informed in May about several real estate 
objects in relation to which the state administration was introduced, namely: several administrative 
buildings in Donetsk, Mospino, Horlivka, Siedovo of Novoazovsky district, Komsomolskoye of Star-
obeshevsky district. 
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