
Career Plan: Tae Phoenix, 2022

Long Term Goal: Finish writing “Collide” so I can have it sung through at 
the Village Theatre Festival of New Musicals in 2023 (or 2024 if the 
pandemic intervenes). 

Completion of this plan looks like: Ready to begin casting in February-
April of the sing through year. 

Immediate Goal: Develop the show through the Village’s Northwest 
Creator Residency. 

——— 

Goals for development of show during residency: (Completed by July 31, 2022) 

(1) Expand upon existing plot outline, determine order of scenes (chronological or 
other?), solidify ending: 

• Samantha and Alice meet in 1996 at a pub near the University of Washington 
campus  

• Alice has just finished a reading of her memoir at a theatre near campus and is 
having happy hour in a private room with a few of her Seattle friends.  

• Alice leaves to go to the restroom and on her way back, sees Samantha sitting in a 
booth working on a beautiful charcoal sketch of her from a moment at the reading 
when she laughs at an audience question.  

• Something about Samantha’s hands, the care with which she is working on the 
portrait, and the pose that she has captured Alice in makes her feel seen at a 
human level. 

• Impulsively, she sits down in the booth and chats up Sam, who does her level best 
to keep it together and succeeds by the skin of her teeth.  

• They hit it off and end up going for a walk. They get mildly stoned and end up 
having very good sex in Alice’s hotel room. The next morning, Alice panics and 
leaves abruptly, devastating Sam who has fallen in love. 

• Sam begins work on a piece she calls “Collide,” which is the only way she feels she 
can work through her feelings about what happened with Alice. 



• Collide is shown in a gallery and sells for $250,000 by an anonymous but serious art 
collector, setting Sam up for a successful career as a mixed media artist 

• Sam and Pilar get together in the late 90’s and break up in the mid-2000’s, but of 
course remain best friends because that’s what lesbians usually do. 

• In 2007, Sam has a gallery opening in Los Angeles and Alice shows up. They 
reconnect and end up leaving together. They go back to Alice’s house and Sam 
sees “Collide” hanging on the wall. 

• Alice confirms for Sam that she fell in love as well and didn’t know what to do with 
it. She tell her that she’s known for years that she’s queer but struggled to come out 
because of Hollywood. 

• Unclear at this point how the show ends. Do they get together? Are they just 
friends? Does Alice come out publicly? 

(2) Expand upon characters and identify vocal ranges: 

Alice (main): 

• Born 1955 in rural West Virginia. Daughter of a preacher and a dissatisfied 
homemaker.  

• Fell in love with acting and singing doing passion plays and and singing in Dad’s 
church.  

• Moved to New York at 17 and had almost immediate success on Broadway.  

• An NBC executive invited her to audition for a new television series and she snagged 
the lead role. The show becomes a cult hit with teen lesbians.  

• She speaks out about the AIDS crisis and the show is canceled, but she is a 
permanent icon in the gay community.  

• In 1996, she is on a book tour promoting her memoir.  

• In 2007, she is newly divorced and on good terms with her ex, with whom she shares 
a 17 year-old daughter. She is living in Los Angeles and working as an actor but 
nothing splashy at the moment. 

Samantha (main):  



• Born 1970 in Seattle to a white Jewish mother and a Latinx dad who is very 
acculturated to the United States and does not speak Spanish.  

• Mother’s family disowned her when she married outside her race so her dad’s family 
(very religious) is all the family really has. Thus, she is openly gay with everyone 
except the extended family, who think she is just very picky about men. 

• Realized she was gay watching Alice’s show. 

• Sam has very light skin and could pass for white if she wanted to. She struggles with 
the complications of this conditional whiteness in terms of both her own identity and 
her relationships to others. 

• Sam has been drawing since she was very young and wants to be an artist, but her 
parents push her to study something practical.  

• In 1996, she is in graduate school at the University of Washington.  

• In 2007, she is a working artist living in Los Angeles. 

Pilar (supporting):  

• Born in 1970 in Los Angeles.  

• She is a second generation American and openly gay with her friends and wider 
community, but not out to her family.  

• She is Sam’s best friend and in love with her, but the feelings are not reciprocated 
until a couple of years after Sam and Alice have their encounter and Sam decides 
that it’s best to be invested in someone who is actually available. 

Identify and flesh out other supporting roles including: 

• Alice’s daughter Emma (17) 

• Alice’s ex husband Jim, a movie producer 

(3) Determine which beats in the show have earned a song. (Two possible songs 
already in development.) 

• “Other People’s Stories” - sung by Alice, about being an actress and focusing on 
telling stories about other people’s lives as a means of avoiding some central facts 
about her own. (“So now I’m keeping busy telling other people’s stories. Breathing 
life into their triumphs and their tears. It’s such a nice distraction, cause it’s all so 



damned artistic. And I justify it nicely, cause its all so altruistic. It’s been very good for 
my career. It gets me out of looking in the mirror.”) This song will likely be sung in a 
“legit” soprano range and style. 

• “I Got Used to You” - sung by Sam, likely while she is working on “Collide.” (“I got 
used to you. Almost instantly. You knocked me to my knees. Showed me my deepest 
peace. I got used to you. I wasn’t trying to. I’m breaking all the rules. I got used to 
you.”) This song will likely be in the style of the Indigo Girls. 

(4) Transition dialog from short story format (I originally thought this was a short story 
before it told me it was a musical) to a script. Determine if I want to work with a partner 
and find the right person to develop the show with. 

Reading: Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence by Adrienne Rich 

Why am I the right person to tell this story? 

I am a queer Latine Jew. I occupy a position of conditional whiteness within our racial 
hierarchy much as Samantha does. I have also defaulted mostly into heterosexual 
relationships as Alice has done for much of her life (compulsory heterosexuality).  

This show is about exploring those issues of “fence sitting” in terms of identity: 

• What does it mean to be a perpetual outsider in every room you walk into?  

• How do you find love when there are very few people who understand your 
experience?  

• How easy is it for “fence sitters” along different axes of identity to understand what is 
similar and what is unique about our experiences?  

• How can we be good partners to one another in dismantling oppression?  

• How does all of this relate to the deeply revolutionary act of loving?


