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INTRODUCTION 
 
Is. 9:6-7, ‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no 
end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.’  We read these words often at Christmas time, the title Prince of Peace 
stands out to us as a great need in the world given the many wars that have happened in 
human history.  The OT promised a son of David who would come and bring about world 

peace.  This peace would be accomplished through the conquering of Israel’s enemies.  So 
imagine what the expectation was around the coming Messiah in the first century when 
Jesus, that promised Messiah arrived.  They imagined that the Messiah would come with a 

sword against Rome not Jerusalem.  They imagined that He would be united with them in 
their view of who the real enemy is, the Gentile and not their own sinful hearts.  They 
thought they knew what it meant that the Messiah was the Prince of Peace but they did not.   

 
In Luke 12:49-59 we have some very surprising statements from the Prince of Peace.  These 
words come in a section where Jesus is warning the present generation of Jews, the most 

privileged generation to have ever lived, that they must respond positively to the Messiah.  
Just have a glance down at 13:1-5 with the warnings to repent or perish, in v28-29 the Jews 
are warned that they will be cast out while the Gentiles will be included, look also at v34-35.  

This generation is guilty of committing the unforgivable sin in blaspheming the Spirit, they 
will be given the sign of Jonah, Christ has pronounced woes against the religious leaders 
and warned how this generation will be held accountable for all the blood of the prophets 

spilt so far.  This generation above any other is blest, but to those who have been given 
much, much is required.  In v35-48 we looked at Christ talking about His second coming at 
the end of time, now He returns to His present coming and the present time.  The things He 

will say now have particular relevance in the first century but relevance for us as well. 
 
We will look at these verses under three headings.  Firstly, we want to hear Jesus speak 

about the present mission of the Prince of Peace in v49-50; then in v51-53 the warnings He 
gives to His disciples of the coming persecution being allies to the Prince of Peace; and then 
in v54-59 the warnings from the Prince of Peace to this generation and ours.   

 
Mission of the Prince of Peace 
 

V49-50, ‘I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have a 
baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished!’  Our 
section begins with a formal mission statement by Jesus.  Those opening words ‘I came’ are 
commonly used by Christ when describing His purpose in coming.  Luke 19:10, ‘For the Son 

of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  Matt. 9:13, ‘Go and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Here 



Christ tells us that He has come for a double purpose, firstly to cast fire on the earth, and 
secondly, to be baptized.   

 
What does it mean that Jesus has come to cast fire on the earth?  Fire is a common 
metaphor for judgement.  E.g. Ps. 97:3, ‘Fire goes before him and burns up his adversaries 

all around.’  Now we know that Jesus at His first coming did not come to judge but to save, 
John 3:17, ‘For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.’  We know that Jesus came to die, and a time of 

the gospel going out to all nations is happening right now, that this is a day of God’s 
patience where He is not punishing the world for what it deserves but is offering salvation.  
So how has Jesus come to cast fire on the earth if this is not the time of the final 

judgement?  The answer is, Christ is the last prophet to the house of Israel and how Israel 
responds to Christ will result in blessing and life for those who believe, but punishment and 
destruction for those who do not.  Christ has warned of the judgement coming on this 

generation and the basis of that judgement, the last straw that will break the camel’s back, 
will be their rejection of Christ resulting in judgement.  This generation in crucifying Christ 
will call down the guilt for His blood upon their own heads, and the destruction of Jerusalem 
and temple will be part of that judgement.  Once again Christ reminds the Jews that the 

Messiah has come to judge God’s enemies, but this generation of Jews that rejects Christ 
are those enemies, as well as the Romans.   
 

Here is the surprise, you think you know who the bad people are who Christ should judge, 
and you never think it is yourself.  ‘No man is a villain to himself.’  I heard those words from 
the actor Michael Caine.  He is a very accomplished actor who can play a very convincing 

villain.  How?  By remembering that villains think of their motives and goals as good.  Hitler 
thought he was doing the world a favor when he was killing off what he thought were the 
lesser races.  He wasn’t trying to be bad but his own definition of good.  When Jesus came 

along telling the Jews, the most moral people in the world that they were sinners in need of 
saving, like any villain they would not see themselves as bad people.  You can be as 
religious as the Pharisees, or the most immoral person, we are all criminals who have 

broken God’s law and need saving.  We are all condemned by God’s law and will be 
punished unless we get our sins paid for and forgiven by what Christ is offering. One day 
Christ will come to judge all people and not just Israel, will you be one of the bad people 

who thinks they are good or one of the people who acknowledges they are bad and come to 
Christ to declare them good?   
 

Another difficult question that arises from v49 is the question of Christ’s desire for it, ‘and 
would that it were already kindled!’  This is the language of desire.  Various translations 
translate it along the same lines, NIV; NASB; HCSB, etc.  What does Christ desire when He 

desires to kindle the fire of judgement?  Firstly, we need to contrast this wish/desire with 
the clear sorrow of Christ over Israel’s judgement in 13:34, ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city 
that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have 

gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing!’  Whatever conclusions we draw we cannot paint a picture of Jesus as being 
someone who delights in punishment.  The Bible explicitly states that God does not delight 

in the death of the wicked, Ezek. 18:31-32.  Secondly, it is likely that Jesus longs for all that 
is implied by that outpouring.  This will mark the end of the Mosaic covenant and the 
dawning of the new covenant and the outpouring of the Spirit as the gospel is taken out to 
all nations.  What is the closing of one chapter is the opening of another.   

 
V50, ‘I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 
accomplished!’  Speaking of judgement and surprises, the first surprise is that Israel must be 



judged, the second and more startling surprise is that the Messiah Himself must suffer 
judgement.  What does Jesus mean here by baptism?  He is not referring to water baptism.  

Instead He is referring to one of the main things water baptism speaks about, floods of 
judgement.  When God wanted to judge the world for its sin in the time of Noah He sent a 
flood of judgement to cleanse the face of the earth of sinners.  When God wanted to judge 

Pharaoh and his armies, He drowned them in the Red Sea.  Peter tells us in 1 Pet. 3:19 that 
baptism corresponds to this watery grave.  Christ was immersed under the judgement of 
God for our sins.  Baptism is not first and foremost a picture of us receiving the Spirit which 

it also is, nor even first and foremost a picture of washing which it also is; it is a picture of 
our death and burial with Jesus Christ. 
 

Why did Jesus have to undergo this baptism of judgement?  Why would the judge have to 
be judged Himself?  A holy God who must judge sinners is also a God of love who desires to 
save sinners, and He is willing to save them at the highest cost to Himself.  God became a 

man not because He had to, but for our sake.  We had broken God’s law, we had heaped 
judgement against ourselves, there was no hope for us to cleanse ourselves from past guilt, 
nothing we could offer to God to make up for our continuing sin, there was no nature 
change that we could affect that would help us stop sinning, we were inevitably and 

irresistibly lost without outside help.  God in His grace and in His pity is willing to pay our sin 
debt.  The law must be fulfilled, crimes must be punished, God has made a way that 
through a substitute we can have someone else pay for our sins for us.  Jesus became a 

man, born under the law, lived a perfect life, becoming the perfect sacrifice and the perfect 
Highpriest who could make an offering of His own life in payment for our sins.  His death is 
credited to those who believe as a sufficient payment for our sins; His life is credited to 

those who believe as righteousness by which we are justified in the eyes of the Judge.   
 
But notice something very important in v50, ‘and how great is my distress until it is 

accomplished.’  We spoke earlier about Christ’s desire for the fire to be kindled, at least part 
of His desire to see things happening has to do with getting this part, the baptism of His 
death as our substitute, over with.  We must stop and wonder at the depths of Christ’s 

sufferings.  Here He is looking at the cross from afar and it is such a terrifying reality even 
from this distance He is experiencing great distress.  This distress gets amplified as Christ 
draws nearer to the cross and in the garden of Gethsemane we stand mute and astounded 

as Christ has to wrestle to the end of His strength, until His sweat drips down as blood, that 
even the angels of heaven need to come to Him and restore Him for the ordeal that lies 
ahead.  What is so distressing and terrifying?  He has to willingly wrestle a wriggling human 

nature onto the altar to willingly endure, with full comprehension, the full vent of God’s 
wrath against sin.  He must not only endure what no one can endure, but as Holy One who 
has known no sin must stand dressed in our sin before His Father.  The One who has only 

known sweet and satisfying fellowship, the approval and delight of the Father must now 
become the despised one for our sake.  For the joy of our salvation set before Him He is 
willing to endure this shame and punishment.   

 
We also see that amazing word, ‘until it is accomplished.’  Remember when Jesus cried out 
on the cross ‘it is finished.’  Here we have that same Greek word.  Christ has not come to 

make a half-salvation that saves in part or merely for a while.  He has come to offer a life 
and death sufficient that any who believes in Him will be saved.  He has wrought such a 
salvation that there is no condemnation for those who believe in Him, and no separation 
from all those whom He loves.  There is none who can take His sheep from His hand.  He 

has justified who can condemn?   
 



What is so amazing to me is that in a context where Christ must speak about the judgement 
that must come upon the Jews for their hardness of heart and the seriousness of the sin of 

rejecting the Messiah.  It is here that He talks about His willingness to endure the cross for 
unworthy sinners.  Behold the love of God to sinners.  By submitting Himself to the wrath of 
God for us, we can be at peace with God.  This peace has to be bought at great price for us 

to enjoy. 
 
Allies to the Prince of Peace 

 
V51, ‘Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division.’  Once again Jesus speaks out against the Jewish expectation of what the Messiah 

would do as the Prince of Peace.  If the Jewish view was correct, that Jesus would come 
and crush all enemies, and rule with a rod of iron, there would be no more enemies and 
therefore no more war but only peace.  But Jesus is not coming to set up the New Creation, 

but rather a time of patience where the gospel will go out to all nations, and instead of 
millions of people being destroyed in judgement there will now be an opportunity for 
millions to become part of the people of God and enjoy eternal life.  Jesus is here telling the 
Jews that their idea of future and world peace is wrong.  Jesus paints a very different 

picture. 
 
John 14:27, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’  Jesus says that He 
gives us peace, but not peace as the world understands it, in what way does Jesus give us 
peace?  Firstly, Jesus by taking our punishment creates peace between a holy God and 

sinful people.  A Holy God can be reconciled to sinners because justice has been satisfied by 
Jesus paying for our sins.  God is no longer at war with the believer and vice versa.  
Secondly, the Bible tells us that Jesus creates a new community of believers who are at 

peace, Eph. 2:13-15, ‘But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and 
has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 
place of the two, so making peace.’  We are no longer strangers and aliens to the covenant 
of grace.  God is making a new humanity in Christ’s body the church.  Thirdly, we enjoy 

peace within for we have a cleansed conscience; we enjoy the peace of knowing that God 
holds our lives in His hands.   
 

But what Christ does not create is a new creation type of peace where all wars cease, in fact 
He tells us here that the result of His work will be a serious division, a division that cuts to 
the heart of the closest relationships.  Why division?  The world has divided into two groups 

since the beginning of time, the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, those who 
believe in God and those who are under the influence of satan to destroy the people of God.  
Christ’s coming will continue to compound this divide as some will become His disciples and 

others will not.  Some will believe He is the Messiah and others deny it.  This is not a small 
truth that can be believed and everything will be fine between those who differ.  To believe 
Jesus is the Messiah means you will have different beliefs about everything.  In first century 

Israel it meant disagreements about salvation, the purpose of the law, who are the true 
people of God, the right way to worship, what holiness looks like, is God Trinitarian, etc.  the 
differences made one a heretic or not, a patriot or not, there can be no neutrality between 
those who believe Jesus is Lord and those who do not.  We are seeing this in the world 

today.  Conversion therapy is on the horizon.  The transgender lobby cannot tolerate to 
allow prayer, conversations with children, pastoral advice, or counsellors who offer the 



biblical view of sexuality to speak at all and so are pressuring the governments of the West 
to make all such speech illegal, calling it harmful and hate speech.   

 
Divisions will not only be felt against the government, or in the work place, or in school, the 
truth that Jesus is Lord impacts all of life and disrupts even those relationships that usually 

weather major differences.  V52-53, ‘For from now on in one house there will be five 
divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son 
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-

law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”’    
 
We cannot be surprised if people hate us we must prepare for it.  Jesus prepared His 

disciples by reminding them of this in His last sermon to them in the upper room, John 
15:18-21, ‘If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the 
word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these 
things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent 

me.’  Are you prepared for persecution?  It is coming!  You believe that Jesus is the Lord of 
all things.  You believe that Jesus defines marriage and that it cannot be individually 
defined.  You believe that God defines humanity as male and female and we cannot deny 

God by saying anything else.  We cannot deny what God calls sin, like same sex attraction, it 
is sinful and not natural, it must be denied and not allowed to define us.  These are just a 
few examples where our worldview clashes with those around us and because the 

differences are so great it will result in division, a rift that is being accentuated as we see 
ourselves going deeper into the Post-Christian age.   
 

Warnings from the Prince of Peace 
 
This section ends with rebukes and warnings.  Firstly, Jesus rebukes this generation for their 

hypocrisy, v54-56, ‘He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You 

know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to 
interpret the present time?’  In Timaru you know, if there is a Nor’wester, there will be a 
Southerly following at some point.  In Israel there were also certain well known weather 

patterns.  Because Israel had the Mediterranean Sea to the West, when you saw big clouds 
coming in off the sea you knew you were in for some rain.  Likewise when the wind from 
the South came in, wind that came in off the desert you knew it was going to get hot.  

Everyone knew what was going one by reading these obvious developments.  Jesus now 
rebukes this generation for being hypocrites because there is someone so big that is 
happening before their eyes which they are refusing to admit.  He, the Messiah has come, 

He has come saying that the OT spoke about Him, He has raised the dead, healed the sick, 
cast out demons, fed the 5000, walked on water, taught about a holy yet gracious God 
willing to save sinners, He has led a sinless life, been loving to those who are usually hated, 

etc.  There is no more evidence that could be presented and yet they refuse to believe.  The 
People of God reject the promised One of God; those who say they believe the Word of God 
refuse to see its fulfillment before them; they refuse to accept the truth in front of them 
demanding more signs, they misconstrue the obvious reality before them saying Jesus does 

His works by the power of satan.  For this reason Christ rebukes them and says to their 
face, they are hypocrites.  This is not an angry man insulting His enemy, but a messenger 
from God telling it like it is.   



Why this refusal?  They did not like to be told they are sinners, that all their religious actions 
to date are in fact man-made religion, Jesus did not fulfill their expectations of what a Savior 

would do or say, He showed them up to be loveless racists who played at religion, the 
reasons are many.  Those reasons for rejecting Christ are the same today.  He does not 
agree with what we think love is, or what marriage should look like, or with what sin is.  

Today the biggest sins are thinking the government is taking too much power to itself 
through Covid, disagreeing with BLM and the latest critical race theories about racism, to 
speak out against abortion, to insist that homosexuality is wrong, to say a man cannot have 

a baby.  If Jesus came to the earth in our generation we would kill Him too and refuse to 
see who He is.     
 

Jesus has analyzed the situation for them, and now He challenges them to judge what the 
right response should be, v57, ‘“And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?’  He 
then uses a picture to drive home the seriousness of not heeding Christ, v58-59, ‘As you go 

with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest 
he drag you to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer put 
you in prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.”  
Here Jesus turns the tables on the Jews and puts them in the position of someone in trouble 

with the law, in this scenario the Jews are in debt.  Christ has come as the accuser, and 
judgement is looming on the horizon.  This would have been a well-known scene in the first 
century, debtors prison was notorious and terrible.  The prisoners were often beaten to 

motivate loved ones to pay their debts, some people never got out.  Jesus indicates to the 
Jews that they are being called to account, that they are not sinless but sinful, that if they 
do not settle with their accuser, Christ, they will be put into prison.  And they will not be 

released until the last penny is paid.  And when it comes to sin, none of us can offer to God 
anything that can remove the guilt of one sin. 
 

Jesus has used this illustration before in Matt. 5:25-26, but like any good preacher He uses 
the same illustration to illustrate various things.  In both they are used to encourage one to 
settle with their accuser, to not allow things to develop into something worse.  The worse 

thing that can happen to the Jews is judgement and hell.  But think on this with me.  This is 
on the one hand a terrifying story.  It is a story where you are the criminal and judgement is 
pending, and you had better settle soon.  There is a sense of urgency here.  But let us flesh 

this out a little by reminding ourselves who is our accuser and what is His willingness to 
settle?  Unlike Shylock in the Merchant of Venice who will only settle for our deaths, Christ is 
a willing Savior.  In fact, how will our debt be paid and what is required in settling?  Christ 

offers to pay our debts Himself.  His offer to settle is an offer for Him to take our 
punishment and pay it Himself.  He offers us freedom from the things that got us here, 
forgiveness for the debts we have incurred.  Friends, is this a good offer to settle?  He alone 

is able to sufficiently pay our debts, will we receive His offer?  Will you turn from the sins 
that got you here, will you ask Him to pay for your sins which only He can pay for?   
 

The Prince of Peace has come.  He has made a way to have peace with God, not world 
peace, yet!  He invites us to become His disciples which brings peace with God, with other 
Christians and peace within, but not peace with the world.  This peace is on offer to all, He 

calls us to accept His offer to pay for our crimes and to escape judgement.  Will you accept 
Him as your Prince of Peace?                 
 
       

        
  


