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Our Response to the Great Commission 
 

I. Finish the Great Commission 

A. How are we doing? 
We know that God’s plan is for everyone to be given an opportunity to be “born again”, become His child, 

and have a relationship with Him. In addition, we know that Jesus implemented a plan of making 

multiplying disciplemakers to accomplish God’s plan. However, after 2100 years, the Great Commission 

has still not been finished.  

 

Jesus’ plan started out well. It was said of the early disciplemakers in Acts 17:6, that they “have turned 

the world upside down”. Christianity continued to spread dramatically until 325 AD even though 

Christianity was illegal in the Roman Empire. At this point in history the Emperor Constantine declared 

Christianity to be the religion of the Roman Empire, which consisted of the entire western world. This 

may sound like a good idea but it has been called “Satan’s greatest victory”.  

 Christianity was centralized to gain control of the people.  

 The church became an institution instead of a movement.  

 The work of the ministry moved from trained disciplemakers to “professional” priests and pastors. 

 The church quit making multiplying disciplemakers 

 The power of multiplication was lost and replaced by addition 

 The Great Commission still hasn’t been finished 

 

Today our churches have many good activities: 

 Worship services 

 Preaching sermons 

 Sunday school classes 

 Revivals 

 Many other good activities 

 

Today churches try many different ways to be successful. They focus on: 

 Numerical growth 

 New facilities and location 

 Preaching style 

 Fellowship 

 An over-emphasis on grace with little obedience (Leave the results up to God) 

 An over-emphasis on obedience with little grace (Leave the results up to themselves) 

 

But we still haven’t finished the Great Commission. We use the Bible as a menu from which we pick and 

choose what we want to obey and what we want to do instead of obeying everything Jesus commanded. 

There is an old saying, “The good is the enemy of the best.” This saying is true of the church today. We 

do many good activities but the best things, the things Jesus want us to do, are left undone or partially 

done. 

 

B. God’s Responsibility versus Our Responsibility 
We get into trouble when we confuse God’s responsibility and our responsibility. Spiritual transformation 

or revival is God’s responsibility and obedience is our responsibility.  
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Throughout history and in the world today churches have tried to solve their problems with revivals 

because revivals are quick, easy, and exciting. Churches schedule revivals and pray that God will show 

up and do all of the work. Experience has shown us that when the revivals are over, nothing has 

changed and the problems are still there. Our church members are still not growing spiritually. Our 

churches are not expanding in attendance. Our neighborhoods are not being reached for Christ and we 

haven’t finished the Great Commission. 

 

Obedience is different. Why don’t churches utilize obedience more? It’s because obedience takes time, 

is difficult, and is not very exciting. It requires personal and organizational change and people resist this 

kind of change. Obedience is how Christians express love to their gracious, good, loving, and never-

changing Father (John 14:21). Obedience to our Heavenly Father is for our own good (Deuteronomy 

10:12-13). Obedience is how we put God in control of our lives. 

 

When churches and individuals are obedient, revival is always the result. We see this throughout the Old 

Testament and we see it in the church today. Don’t just wait on God to do something; obey Him and 

watch what He can do through you and your church. 

 

However, we must be careful. Many churches replace obedience with legalism. Legalism is when 

churches replace obedience to God’s Word with obedience to rules and traditions made by men.This 

was true when Jesus came. The Jewish religious leaders had replaced obedience to God’s 

commands with the their own legalistic traditions (Mark 7:7-9).  

 

Legalism replaces God’s grace with the works of men. This is equally true for an unbeliever’s 

salvation and a believer’s spiritual growth.  

 Legalism gets in the way of unbelievers accepting the free gift of eternal life.  

o Legalism expects people to be converted to the culture of our church before being 

converted to Christ.  

o Legalism judges people if they don’t speak, dress, and act like the people in our church. 

o Legalism requires certain behavior for salvation and not just grace through faith in Jesus 

plus nothing (1 Corinthians 15:1-5).  

 Legalism hinders a believer’s spiritual growth 

o Legalism looks on the outward performance of a believer but God looks at the heart of a 

believer 

o Legalism is about keeping rules but spiritual growth is about: 

 Growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus (2 Peter 3:18) 

 Becoming like Jesus (Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 Being led by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:18) 

 Relying on the power of God 

In simple terms: 

 Revival is something that only God can do 

 Obedience is something that God does through us when we allow Him 

 We get into trouble  

o When we try to do what only God can do (Revival)  

o When we expect God to do what He wants us to do (Obedience) 

 Legalism is when we try to keep rules instead of relying on God and His resources for spiritual 

birth and spiritual growth 
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C. How to Finish the Great Commission 
The missing element for finishing the Great Commission is multiplication. We train you how to finish the 

Great Commission by multiplying in these areas: 

 Reach your neighborhood by multiplying disciples in small groups  

 Reach your city by multiplying churches through church planting 

 Reach your country by multiplying pastors through pastor training 

 

We can say the Great Commission has been finished when every individual in the world has been given 

the opportunity to make an informed decision to receive Christ for eternal life. This means that there must 

be a disciplemaking church in every neighborhood in every city and every country in the world for this to 

happen.  

 These disciplemaking churches will reach out to every person in their community and help them 

learn who the God of the Bible is, who Jesus is, and enough of the Bible to make an informed 

decision to receive Jesus for eternal life.  

 These churches will also help these new converts grow in discipleship (becoming like Jesus) 

 

We know that evangelism involves more than just presenting the gospel. We need to communicate the 

truth of God’s Word to the point where people can make an informed decision to accept Jesus for eternal 

life and understand what it means to be His disciple. 

 

We also know that there are not enough pastors and missionaries to present the gospel to every 

unbeliever in a way that they can make an informed decision to receive Christ. If church members are 

trained to be multiplying disciplemakers who know how to lead people to Christ and disciple them, then 

the Great Commission can be finished in a few decades.  

  

 


