
Sermon 28: Luke 6:27-36: Jesus Teaching on Love
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INTRODUCTION

One of the reasons why Christ has turned the world upside down is because of His teaching 
on love.  Not only does Jesus teach a pure version of the OT teaching on love, to love God 
and our neighbour; not only is His teaching on the golden rule supreme and positive 
compared to all the other versions of it floating around in philosophy and religion; He 
introduced radical models of love, namely loving each other as He has loved us, and the 
command to love our enemies.  In our portion of scripture today in Luke 6:27-36 Jesus 
outlines His love ethic for the disciples, a teaching that will be practiced and repeated 
throughout the rest of the NT.  He has overturned the prevalent teaching on the type of 
person who is blessed by God and now He has a new teaching on love that goes beyond 
anything that the world has seen.  In particular we want to examine how Jesus outlines His 
teaching on love as a response to the persecution mentioned in the sermon so far.  Jesus 
has split the world up into two groups, the victim and villain, the one who loves God and the
one who loves the world, those whom the world hates and so provoke persecution and 
those whom the world loves and are the persecutors.  Jesus is now going to outline how we 
are to respond to those who persecute us.  

We will divide out section into 4 parts, firstly we will look at some of the love commands in 
v27-28; then we will look at some illustrations of love in action in v29-30; and then we want
to see how Jesus expands the definition of love in v31-36 beyond what the ordinary and 
acceptable definitions of love would approve.  

Commands to love

6:27-28, “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.’  Here we see that Jesus gives 
4 love commands to his disciples.  We can also see that He sets these at counterpoint to 
prevalent teaching at the time, this is seen in the words, ‘But I say to you who hear.’  There 
were prevalent attitudes that found it acceptable to hate ones enemies, or to limit the 
command to love ones neighbor to fellow Jews.  Jesus teaching on love defies all former 
categories, in fact we will see that Jesus teaching on love defies human categories.  

Lets look at these four love commands, ‘Love your enemies.’  We all find it easy to love our 
friends, we put up with family, occasional acts of charity to strangers are rewarding, but 
love of enemies is the hardest of all.  Jesus puts this hardest and most distinctive aspect of 
kingdom love right here at the gate to His teaching on love.  It speaks of a difficult love, and
an unconditional love.  Here is where we see the distinctiveness of Christian love, the point 
of conflict becomes the arena for showing this love and being a witness.  As we look at all 
four of these commands we could sum them all up under one principle, returning good for 
evil.  In first century Israel a different race, religion or even sect of the same religion would 
be enough to qualify someone as an enemy.  This fickle tribal mindset is a common trait of 
our sinfulness and is still prevalent today.  Who do you find to be most disagreeable?  This 
is the person that you are not merely to tolerate but to pursue in love.   



‘Do good to those who hate you.’  Our commands move from the general concept of love to 
concrete actions of love, doing good.  It is rare that we meet true hostility where someone 
is a sworn enemy with a personal vendetta whose whole soul execrates you.  Yet it is to 
these that we are called to do good.  

‘Bless those who curse you.’  Our commands move from emotions, to actions and now to 
words.  To bless is to call the blessing of God upon someone, to want the very best from 
God for them.  This does not exclude those times when speaking of God’s condemnation is 
appropriate.  We see that Christ when speaking against the religious leaders who are guilty 
and responsible for many sins in Israel have 7 woes pronounced against them in Matt. 23.  

‘Pray for those who persecute you.’  These last two commands really point to the only 
resource which can make it possible that our hearts which are naturally fearful and tend 
towards revenge can be brought subservient to what seems to be a very unnatural thing to 
do.  We are to bless and we are to pray.  In both instances we come before God.  How do 
you love someone who wants to hurt you, and who sets out to hurt you; unlike someone 
who hurts you by mistake and is ready with a sincere apology?  The key is prayer, ‘pray for 
those who persecute you’.  When we pray we come with an unarguing and honest heart 
before God.  When we pray we bring ourselves before the God who can see all thoughts and
motives.  We cannot convince him with the lies that others might buy.  He can see when we
are sincere and when we’re just looking for an excuse.  Prayer forces us to be honest about 
our own sins.  Prayer also gives us a breather, a time when we can reflect without reacting 
from an emotional response to our enemies.  It acts as a time when we can remind 
ourselves of God’s commandments, of our duties.  Prayer is very important, for in prayer we
are reminded of the spiritual truths about our enemies.  When our enemies hurt us, they are
acting out of their sinful natures, giving us a reminder of the power that is killing them and 
holds them under eternal judgement, they are like caged animals who have been teased, 
insane people who are tormented within.  It is in prayer that we will be able to remind 
ourselves of the truth about our enemies.  If we look at the situation without praying we will
probably only evaluate things in light of our pain and measure out our response according to
our level of discomfort.  And when we actually begin to pray for those who are our enemies,
and reflect perhaps upon the Lord’s prayer, ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us’, our hearts begin to melt, for .  It is in prayer that we are in our 
right minds and our hearts will fill with compassion as we meditate upon their condition 
more than our pain, it is here that we are filled with the Holy Spirit anew, and the fruit of 
love.  It is here as we silence the raging tantrums of self that we regain control and 
perspective.  And as we wrestle with ourselves and feel the strength that is within our old 
natures that we cry out for help from God and cast ourselves upon his strength to help us 
kill the self that wants to rise up and take revenge.  The command to love is followed by the
means of prayer. 

This intercession on their behalf was modelled for us by the first martyr Stephen, Acts 7:59-
60, ‘And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.’  

Illustrations of love

V29-30, ‘To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes
away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, 
and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back.’  We move from 4 



love commands to 4 illustrations of love.  Where we could summarize the 4 love commands 
under the banner of returning evil with good, we can summarize these 4 illustrations under 
‘going the second mile.’  Or another would be that love accepts wrongs done to it.  There is 
a very point of interpretation we need to make here, these 4 scenarios are applications of 
the principle of the type of love God is calling us to, they are not a one size fits all set of 
rules but principles to be followed.  In other words there very may well be situations where 
applying the particular application would be in error and a contradiction to the love being 
commanded.  

‘To the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also.’  Jesus is not giving this law 
to command wives who suffer from domestic abuse to put up with it, nor as a way of 
allowing bullying to go uncontested.  It is a call to refuse to return evil with evil, but also a 
refusal to run away.  The offer of the other cheek is not an attempt to condone violence but
a signal of an ongoing personal presence in order to love.  It is the vulnerability that is 
necessary for love to be pursued.  You can keep yourself locked away and never get hurt, 
but love is vulnerable to hurt.  This slap is thought to be the backhand that the ruler of the 
synagogue would dish out to those who blasphemed, Christ in that case to calling on the 
disciples to remain present as witnesses soaking up such abuse in order to continue to be 
able to offer salvation.  

‘And from the one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either.’  The cloak 
was a reference to an outer garment that the law made provision could not be kept 
overnight by a creditor because many of the poor used it as a blanket.  The tunic was the 
undergarment or regular clothes.  Jesus is using an example where injustice has been 
committed against the disciples, and it is likely that the context is persecution and is not to 
be seen as a universal law to shape jurisprudence.  In the same way that one is to suffer an
unjust slap on the cheek; an attack on our property does not cause us to stop loving.  The 
message is clear, our desire for personal justice and for our personal even vital possessions 
must take a back seat to our desire to love those who are our enemies.  Many might be 
willing to suffer in this way for a child or a spouse but Christ’s teaching on love outstrips any
other by calling for this sacrifice for an enemy.   

‘Give to everyone who begs from you.’  Many Christians have agonized over this verse 
because it sounds like you are never allowed to say no.  But there are times when it is 
harmful to give people what they want, and even the Lord does not give to everyone who 
asks, James 4:3, ‘You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions.’  Should we not imitate the Lord in how we give?  Jesus is not trying to encourage 
begging or do a power reversal so that the poor always get what they want.  No, in the first 
century prejudice often limited the love that would be given.  One might give to the Jewish 
poor, but would not give to a Samaritan or Gentile.  One might give to the godly poor but 
not the ungodly who had brought trouble on themselves.  Racism, pride, and false religious 
ideas were clouding the way in which God is calling us to love unconditionally and without 
prejudice.  The emphasis should be put on everyone meaning all types of people, and that 
without bias.  

‘And from the one who takes away your goods do not demand them back.’  First the violent,
then the extortioners, then the beggars and now the thieves.  I think what Jesus is getting 
at here is summed up well by Paul in 1 Cor. 6:7, ‘ To have lawsuits at all with one another is 
already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded?’  Love
accepts losses, love is not quick to rush to court to sue.  We cannot make this principle 
disagree with others.  For example if a large business unjustly comes and steals your 
livelihood and now your family are exposed to poverty and ruin, the call to provide for our 



won is not overrun by this verse.  Remember we said that we are reading these verses as 
putting forth principles not static laws to be applied like a procrustean bed.  These are 
illustrations of the radical love that Jesus expects of His disciples in the face of hostility.

A forced obedience to the letter of this principle would be sinful, to suffer loss without love 
too would be sinful, the call of this command is to have such a love in our hearts, actions 
and speech that when we are hated and our lives our ruined our heartfelt and genuine 
response is one of love.  And here is the challenge how do we do this?  We cannot do this 
apart from the Spirit of Christ working in our hearts to make us more like Him.  And how 
does the Spirit make us more like Christ, through beholding the glory of Christ in His work of
salvation.  In all of these things that are commanded Christ has done them all and more.  
None of us have given up the throne of heaven to adopt an enemy that is deserving of Hell. 
None of us have been perfectly innocent and yet suffered torture and murder so that the 
murderer would have the benefits of eternal life.  He has suffered every loss for our benefit, 
He has pursued us in His love suffering poverty to make us rich.  His grace towards us is the
only thing that can melt our grudging hearts and give freely as we have freely received.  

Expansions on love

In this final section in v31-36 Jesus takes His teaching on love beyond all other teachings on
love.  He gives us the golden rule then He defines love showing how love it is be 
unconditional and not self-serving, and He ends the section calling us to be better than our 
best but to love like God.  

V31, ‘And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.’  Many have tried to 
make out that the golden rule, doing to others as you would have them do to you is not 
original with Christ, and that other philosophies like utilitarianism are built upon it and are 
suitable substitutes for the Christian love ethic.  One commentary I have compares every 
ancient example of the so called Golden rule and examines how they are all in fact different 
to Christ’s use of it.  Confucius for example puts it negatively, ‘What you do not want done 
to you, do not do to others.’  This is hardly getting at the heart of unconditional love, it lacks
the positive doing part of what Christ is promoting, and only serves as a guide of what not 
to do.  

The value of the golden rule is that it moves us away from rule bound giving of love to a 
real love that is defined subjectively by you.  It is calling us to consider others from the 
point of view of our own desires.  It is humanizing them and does not allow us to retreat to 
the minimalism that legalism loves so much.  ‘It is not my turn to wash the dishes’ has all 
the apparent validity of equity but it lacks what Jesus is talking about.  We like it when 
others relieve us of work and should be willing to do so for others.   

V32-34, ‘“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the 
same amount.’  Our minimalistic hearts can take the golden rule and still use it in a self-
serving way, this next section leaves us no hiding place.  Jesus gives us three scenarios 
where ‘love’ as a label could look appropriate, but shows how the love He is commanding 
goes further, is more demanding, and is genuinely seeking another’s good not our own in 
the disguise of helping others.  



In each of these three scenarios, loving others, doing good to others and lending to others, 
Jesus shows how we need to go beyond that which benefits ourselves and genuinely serves 
others.  Love that is only given to those who return it is not the love Christ commands.  The 
good we do to those who do it back to us is not this love.  Nor is lending to those in need 
we know will be able to repay the favour when we need it.

Where the Golden rule could be used in a self-serving way, Jesus addition of these scenarios
make clear the unconditional nature of the love He is commanding.  

V35, ‘But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful 
and the evil.’  As Jesus draws His command to love to a close we see Him summarize what 
He has already said with regards to loving enemies, doing good and lending without the 
expectation of a returned favor.  However, He also incentivizes His disciples taking about 
rewards being great as well as being sons of the Most High.  We have spoken about rewards
in our last message so I wont say more about it here.  But this idea of being sons of the 
Most High is key.  Listen to Matt. 5:44-45, ‘ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For 
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust.’  We do not become sons of God by good deeds, Jesus is not telling us that we will 
earn sonship by loving enemies, rather He is saying that we will be identified as sons of 
God.  In other words, the watching world will credit us as being sons.  However, I think 
there is still more going on here.  As we act like God and take on a family resemblance we 
become more of what we are.  In other words, the key way we grow into God’s likeness is 
in the furnace of loving those who are our enemies.  It is in these experiences that the Spirit
of glory rests upon us and renovates us to be more like our Father.  You cannot learn the 
game of rugby without playing rugby and you cannot become more like our Heavenly Father
in His enemy love unless we experience those situations where we have to love our 
enemies.  Many look at situations where they are being ostracized and persecuted and 
question God and His good purposes thinking that things are going wrong, rather we should
see these situations as Peter does, 1 Pet 1:6-7, ‘In this you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness
of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.’  

The highest definition of enemy love is saved for last, v36, ‘Be merciful, even as your Father
is merciful.’  Love like God.  Look upon those who despise you and who deserve 
punishment, and love like your Father.  Do not be consumed with justice and revenge but 
pay the bill yourself to get them out of their sins and pursue them until they are family.  
God paid the highest price in the giving of His Son, there is no higher price of suffering that 
can be offered.  God’s willingness to serve and save His enemies stands as the definition of 
enemy love and we cannot drop the bar to what we think reasonable or possible.  

This is the love that has turned the world upsidedown.  There are many stories of how this 
love has had a tremendous impact here is one of my favourite: Betty Olson was a single 
Christian nurse who felt the call to go and serve God as a missionary in South Vietnam in 
1965.  She joined a team of missionaries at Banmethuot.  Three of the missionaries had 
already been kidnapped the Viet-Cong.  She was able to do her nursing and minister to the 
young people, until in late 1967, and early 1968 the Viet-Cong began to attack locations 
around the missionary compound.  The missions station was attacked and of the ten 
missionaries six were killed, two were wounded and two were taken as prisoners along with 
an American soldier.  The three prisoners were then marched through the thick jungle 



walking many miles every day.  They had to sleep padlocked together in bamboo cages.  
They had very little to eat and were soon feeling the effects of starvation.  Betty Olson and 
Hank Blood were missionaries, but the American soldier Mike Benge, he was not.  Hank and 
Betty used the opportunity to evangelize Mike.  Malnutrition, blisters, boils and dengue fever
were having their effects as they continued their forced march.  The Americans began 
begging for medicine, this request was ignored.  There was also a Raday Pastor from one of
the local tribes, with some other Vietnamese prisoners.  He told Betty that the was going to 
help them escape, when she asked how.  The pastor told her that he and the other 
prisoners would club the soldiers to death.  Betty refused to be rescued and would not allow
the pastor to kill her cruel captors.  The pastor escaped without rescuing her.  After three 
months they were skin and bone, and then the rains started bringing with them blood 
sucking leeches.  Hank developed Pneumonia and soon faded to death’s door, as he died on
his lips were words of love for family and his captors.  By now Betty and Mike had lost all 
body hair, their hair was grey, their nails had stopped growing, and their legs were swollen. 
Betty took a turn for the worse due to bad food, and neared death’s door herself, as she 
was dying she told Mike to tell her captors, those who had killed her friends, death marched 
her, and refused to give her medicine, that she loved them, and that God loves them.  And 
she died.  Mike survived and was taken to several prisoner of war camps, everywhere he 
went he told people about Jesus Christ.  Betty and Hank followed the example of Christ as 
they loved their captors who slowly killed them with their marches, starvation, and refusing 
to treat them.  (Some gave all, Ellen Caughey, p59-104).                      


