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INTRODUCTION

T he �h Sunday of Holy Pascha is 
observed by the Orthodox Church as 

the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman. e 
day commemorates the encounter of Christ 
with the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. 
e biblical story of this event and the 
dialog between Christ and the woman is 
found in the Gospel of Saint John 4:5-42.

BACKGROUND

One of the most ancient cities of the 
Promised Land was Shechem, also called 
Sikima, located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. 
ere the Israelites had heard the blessings in 
the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to 
this town, Jacob, who had come from 
Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century 
before Christ, bought a piece of land where 

5TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA - THE SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

Celebrated May 22nd

CHRIST IS RISEN! ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!

http://www.facebook.com/stdemetriosmi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsURZHADaGpafoC7JktfKyQ
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His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas
of the Holy Metropolis of Detroit

e Reverend Father Timothy Cook, Priest
Cell: 517-515-9565

Email: f r t imot hycook@gmai l .com

Parish Council

President: Art Tselepis Vice President:  Megan Rodriguez
Treasurer: Corey Ferris Secretary: Elan Nichols
Members: Dr. Judy Blebea, Andrea Ferris, Kim Gowenlock, 

Tena Mendyk, Joni Porchia, Doug Povich, 
Kosta Povich, & Christ Psetas.

Diakonia
is the monthly newsletter of

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
4970 Mackinaw Road, Saginaw, MI 48603

Phone: 989-793-8822     |     Fax: 989-793-8896
Email: stdemetriosmi@gmail.com

Website: http://www.stdemetriosmi.org

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church is a parish under the 
spiritual and ecclesiastical authority of His Eminence Metropolitan 
Nicholas of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit, part of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America under the jurisdiction of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church exists to unite all in 
Christ's love, so that all may �nd salvation.

e mission of St. Demetrios is to be a welcoming, Christ-
centered community serving others in love, proclaiming and 
living the Orthodox Christian faith in pursuit of salvation.

"Diakonia" is published on the �rst of each month. e deadline for 
submissions to this newsletter is the 20th of the prior month.

Published by 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church of Saginaw, MI 

Parish Ministry Team
AHEPA President: Evan Houpis
Altar Boy Advisors: Evan Houpis, Dr. Andy Bazakis
Bookstore: Edward Economous
Bylaws: Kosta Povich
Choir: Dr. Andrew Bazakis, Pres. Peggy Bistolarides, Dr. John 

Blebea, Bambi Howard, Kyle Howard, Connie Kelso, 
& Andreas Skoutelas

Custodian: Mark Legner
Daughters of Penelope President: Vicki Clifford
Festival Co-Chairs: Kosta Povich & George Zaharopoulos
Flower Ministry: Vicki Clifford
GOYA Advisor: Janie Evans 
Hellenic Center: Megan Rodriguez 
Outreach Coordinator: Andrea Ferris
Special Events: Joni Porchia
Philoptochos President: Joni Porchia
Stewardship Chair: **vacant**
Secretary: Gabby Economous
Sunday School Director: **vacant**
Youth Protection Administrator: Elaine Makas 

Visit our website:
www.stdemetriosmi.org

for our weekly bulletins, newsletter archives, 
lives of the saints and daily scripture readings, 

Vigil Candles

April

04/03 - For Families & Relatives.
By Judy Blebea

- For Tena Tarachas - Memory Eternal.
By Achilles Tarachas

04/10 - For Soula Economou - Better Health.
By Betty-Lou Gustafson.

- For Families & Relatives.
By Dr. Judy Blebea

04/17 - For Family and Relatives, and for Ukraine.
By Dr. Judy Blebea

- For Peggy Nemode - Better Health.
By Grace Makrianis

- For the Bistolarides & Alexopoulos Families.
By Presv. Peggy Bistolarides.

- For the Departed.
By Soula Economou

- For Ronald J. Kennedy & Elizabeth Evans
- Memory Eternal.
By Alexia Evans

04/24 - For Family and Relatives, and for Ukraine.
By Dr. Judy Blebea

- For omas Kondogian - Memory Eternal.
By Marge Paron

- For the People of Ukraine & Family in Ukraine.
By Debra Ahejew

- For Rose Kalogredis - Memory Eternal.
By Gabriella Economous

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvcu-qrDMsG9Sr4oPTDL-iflVEHgoRb2kV
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From Fr. Timothy

COWORKERS FOR THE RESURRECTION

As we celebrated Holy Week and began the great feast of Pascha last month, it was a joy and a blessing to 
see our parish family come together for the prayer and work that goes into our celebration of Holy 

Week. Everything was especially beautiful this year – the choir, the �owers, and all of the people gathered 
together. is year was a beautiful reminder that the liturgical life of the Church is not just for the specialists 
– for the expert altar boys, the expert chanters, and the clergy – but something we all participate in together. 
e task of the “specialists” is not to dominate the life of the Church but to help all of God’s people grow and 
labor together in worship and in service to the Lord and His Kingdom.

is, in fact, is exactly what Holy Week is – our participation in the great and saving work of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. As we walked with Christ to Jerusalem, to the Cross, and �nally to glorious Pascha, we did 
not simply watch Him work but were invited to walk with Him, to labor with Him, even to die with Him so that 
we might rise with Him on the third day. is invitation is not only for a few, but it is the invitation to God’s 
Kingdom that is extended to all the nations. For this reason we proclaim the Resurrection not only in our own 
native languages, but in those of our neighbors and – as much as possible – in every language under the sun. On 
Holy Saturday we sang the hymn “Arise, O God, judge the earth, and you shall receive all the nations as Your 
inheritance.” Indeed, Christ is Risen, and all the nations are gathered unto Him. As we continue our journey 
through Pascha and into the rest of the Church year, it is my fervent prayer that this same spirit of cooperation 
with each other and with Christ continues in all of our ministries, so that the joy and light of Pascha might not 
be dimmed but might shine all the brighter until we come again to Holy Week and Pascha in 2023.

Χριστός Ανέστη! Christ is Risen! 
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there was a well. is well, preserved even until the 
time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, 
before he died in Egypt, he le that piece of land as a 
special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). 
is town, before it was taken into possession by 
Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of 
the ten tribes. In the time of the Romans it was called 
Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the �rst city in 
Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, 
Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel 
for the last time. Almost three hundred years later, all 
Israel assembled there to make Rehoboam king.

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to 
this city, which is also called Sychar (John 4:5), He 
was wearied from the journey and the heat. He sat 
down at this well. Aer a little while the Samaritan 
woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to 
draw water. As she conversed at some length with the 
Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning 
herself, she believed in Him; through her many other 
Samaritans also believed.

Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: 
In the year 721 before Christ, Salmanasar 
(Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten 
tribes of the kingdom of Israel into captivity, and 
relocated all these people to Babylon and the land of 
the Medes. From there he gathered various nations 
and sent them to Samaria. ese nations had been 
idolaters from before. Although they were later 
instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in the 
one God, they worshipped the idols also. 
Furthermore, they accepted only the Pentateuch of 
Moses, and rejected the other books of Holy 
Scripture. Nonetheless, they thought themselves to 
be descendants of Abraham and Jacob. erefore, 
the pious Jews named these Judaizing and 
idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in 
Samaria, the former leading city of the Israelites, as 
well as in the other towns thereabout. e Jews 
rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and had 
no communion with them at all, as the Samaritan 
woman observed, "the Jews have no dealings with 
the Samaritans" (John 4:9). erefore, the name 

Samaritan is used derisively many times in the 
Gospel narrations.

Aer the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria 
was baptized by the holy Apostles and became a 
great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called 
Photine, and her feast is kept on February 26.

ICON OF THE SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

e icon of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
depicts the biblical story of the Christ conversing 
with the woman at the well. Our Lord is shown 
sitting beside the well, speaking with and blessing the 
Samaritan woman. She is shown with her right hand 
outstretched toward Christ, indicating both her 
interest in what He is saying, and also as a sign of her 
faith and her efforts to bring others to hear what 
Christ has to say. In the background of the icon, the 
city is visible together with the Mount Gerazim.

HYMNS OF THE FEAST

Kontakion of the Samaritan (Plagal 4th Mode):

e Samaritan Woman, having come to the well in 
faith, beheld You, the Water of Wisdom from which 
she drank plentifully and inherited the Heavenly 
Kingdom as one who is blessed forever.

Dismissal Hymn of Pascha (Plagal 1st Mode)

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling 
down upon death, and to those in the tombs He has 
granted life.

Kontakion of Pascha (Plagal 4th Mode)

ough You went down into the tomb, O Immortal 
One, yet You brought down the dominion of Hades; 
and You rose as the victor, O Christ our God; and 
You called out "Rejoice" to the Myrrh-bearing 
women, and gave peace to Your Apostles, O Lord 
who to the fallen grant resurrection.

First Ode of the Canon of Pascha (1st Mode)

It is the day of Resurrection, let us be radiant, O ye 
peoples: Pascha, the Lord's Pascha; for Christ God 
hath brought us from death to life, and from earth 
unto Heaven as we sing the triumphal hymn. 

Continued from pg. 1...

CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY, HE IS RISEN!
 ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! ΑΛΗΘΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!
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PROSPHORA & FELLOWSHIP 
SCHEDULE

MAY

8th P: Bessie Bone 
F: Joni Porchia 

Mousa & Amanda Rishmawi
Sponsored by the Rouman family 
in memory of George Rouman

15th P: Georgia Caris  
F: Dr. David & Elan Nichols 

22nd P: Vaia Clifford 
F: Mark & Koula Legner 

29th P: Stavroula Erfourth 
F: Adam & Eleni Morris 

Andrew & Stephanie Mehl

Many thanks to all who 

prepare the prosphora 

and host the fellowship 

hour each week! 

Your offering of time and talent is 
truly an important offering for the 

celebration and living out of the 
Divine Liturgy for us and our 

community.

If you are unable to prepare Prosphora 
or host the fellowship hour for your 

scheduled Sunday, please contact the 
Church Office promptly at:

 (989) 793 - 8822  
stdemetriosmi@gmail.com.

Shut-ins and Hospital Visitation

If anyone is in the hospital or otherwise in need of prayer or visitation, we are happy to publish their information 
(name and/or visitation information) in the bulletin. Please note, however, that we are unable to publish such 
information without a direct request. 

If you are interested in helping with the visitation of the sick, please contact the Church office.

In your prayers:

Please continue to pray for the health and recovery of: Augusta Ahejew, Petro Ahejew, John Benoit, Ann De Corte, 
Soula Economou, Edward & Gabriella Economous, Jean Farrington, Amy Hulen, Dr. Risty Kalivas, James Kokas, 
Sarah Larson, Mary Nichols-Gardner, Elevtheria Paez, Marge Paron, Dee Philips, Bill Tarachas, and the servant of 
God Eric.

(If you would like to have a name added to or removed from this list, please contact the Church office).

A Prayer for the Sick

O holy Father, heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, Who sent Your Only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal all our ailments and 
deliver us from death: do You visit and heal Your servant (name), granting him/her release from pain and restoration to health and vigor, that 
he/she may give thanks unto You and bless Your holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages 

of ages. Amen. 

**Prayer courtesy of the Antiochian Archdiocese, from the "Pocket Prayer Book"**
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THANK YOU!!!
To our gallant choir, who put so much 
love, time, and effort into learning 
and leading the hymns and services of 
Holy Week! Holy Week is its own 
mountain, but they have been doing 
tremendous work over the last two 
years to revitalize our music ministry. 
ank you all!

To our Parish Council, for their leadership and hard 
work behind the scenes on behalf of our community - 
especially throughout Lent and Holy Week. 
ank you all!

To everyone who helped beautify our parish home and 
the holy icons for Lent and Holy Week, and most 
especially to the outgoing head of the �ower ministry, 
Eleni Morris, and her incoming replacement, Vaia 
Clifford. e Epitaphio, the Church, and all the icons 
were absolutely beautiful this year. ank you all!
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Greek Festival of Saginaw
4970 Mackinaw Road

Saginaw, MI 48603

PRESS RELEASE

e Greek Festival of Saginaw will return to host its 44th Annual Greek Festival on June 17, 18, 
and 19, at St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, 4970 Mackinaw Road, on the corner of 
Mackinaw and McCarty Roads.  Festival hours are Noon - 11 pm on Friday and Saturday, and 
Noon - 4 pm on Sunday.

Savor delicious Greek food and experience the rich culture of Greece.  e fantastic main 
courses you can expect to taste at the Festival will include, but not be limited to: Gyro (made 
from meat cooked on a vertical rotisserie and served wrapped in pita bread, Pastichio (made 
from ground meat, noodles, with a white and creamy bechamel sauce, and spanakopita (spinach 
and cheese stuffed inside layers of �lo pastry).

For those with a sweet tooth -- there will also be desserts and traditional pastries such as 
loukoumades (tender doughnut holes covered with honey), baklava (layers of nuts and �lo 
pastry soaked in honey) and kourabiedes (a delicate shortbread cookie made with crusted 
roasted almonds covered with confectioner's sugar).

“We are de�nitely known for our spectacular food” said Festival President George 
Zaharopoulos. George, who is a �rst-generation Greek American, has sampled Gyro’s 
throughout the United States and con�dently said “outside of Greece, I have never eaten a better 
Gyro than the one produced at our Festival. Period”. He also noted, “for those 21 or older, 
pairing an ice-cold Greek beer with a Gyro is hard to beat.” 

To accompany the fabulous Greek food, guests 21 and over will want to try distinctive local beer 
and wine favorites, as well as Greek beer, and liquor, such as the anise-�avored Ouzo and 
Metaxa brandy as well as Greek red and white wine. 

Festival visitors will �nd continuous entertainment on our main stage.  ey can dance to 
exciting music by a live Greek band and watch folk dance groups perform in colorful, hand-
made costumes.

roughout the weekend, there will be tours of our Church, including the stunning 
iconography. Other Festival highlights will include, jewelry and gi boutiques, and a bookstore 
with Orthodox Christian publications and icons.

Entry tickets sold at the door will be $3 for general admission. Children 12 and under are 
admitted free, accompanied by an adult. VIP Admission will be available for $15 per person. 
(Admission is free from Noon – 4pm each day, and free all-day Sunday). Both cash and cards 
will be accepted at the Festival (cash only for admission).

e festival committee would like to thank the community for supporting this event over the 
years, and look forward to serving everyone once again this summer!



http://stdemetrios.mi.goarch.org/calendar/parish-calendar
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https://secure.myvanco.com/YGSQ/home
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Our 2022 Stewardship goal is $220,000. As of May 1st, 2022, we have received pledges re�ecting 72% of that goal.
ank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2022. Please join them in their support of our 

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!
(Please submit any corrections to the Church office).

Cook, Fr. Timothy & 
Pres. Catherine 

Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & Pres. 
Peggy

Ahejew Sr., Petro & Sandra

Ahejew, Debra

Ahejew, Petro

Alexandris, Tom & Athena

Anagnost, Christ & Olga

Andros, John & Kathi

Barris, omas & Angela

Bazakis, Andrew & Ann

Bernhart, Johnathan

Bernhart, Sophia

Billingsley, Joan

Blebea, John & Judy

Blohm, Jeremy & Taylor

Bone, Kevin & Bessie

Brown, Tula

Bujouves, Perry

Caris, Georgia

Constantinou, Constantinos 
& Mimi

DeLong, Bill & Vonnie

Driver, Eleanor

Driver, Michele

Duke, Sandy & Brady

Economou, Loukia

Economou, Soula

Economous, Gabriella & 
Eddie

Erfourth, Stavroula & 
Michael

Evans, Bill & Alexia

Ferris, Corey & Andrea

Gavalas, Kitty

Gowenlock, Kimberly & 
Quincy

Gustafson, Betty

Houpis, Evan & Alexia

Howard, Bambi & Kyle

Hubbell, Linda & Doug

Ioannidis, Matina

Kalivas, Risty & Karen

Kallos, George & Alexandra

Karris, Mersina

Katsiouras, Katerina & 
Athanasios

Kelso, Ron & Connie

Kennedy, Anna

Khoury, Sameer & Areen

Kimmerly, Elaine

Kokas, Alexander & 
Panagiota

Koutras, Anthony & Rula

Koutras, Gus & Mary

Kurtz, omas & Athena

Legner, Mark & Koula

Maghlakelidze, Teona & 
Goreliskvili, Koba

Makrianis, Grace

Mehl, Stephanie & Andrew

Total Pledges: $158,340.00 Offerings Received: $83,118.05 Largest pledge: $7,800.00

Stewards pledged: 105 Offerings Unful�lled: $80,680.54 Median pledge: $1,000.00

2022 STEWARDSHIP REPORT - MAY 1ST, 2022

Mendyk, Dan & Tena

Metropoulos, Katherine

Mighion, John & Christine

Morris, Adam Sr. & Eleni

Nagy, Jesse

Nemode, Tom & Peggy

Nichols, David & Elan

Ortega, David

Ostler, Dennis & Soula

Paez, Eleheria

Paron, Jamey

Paron, Kelly & Kennedy

Paron, Marge

Paron, Nicholas & Julie

Patishnock, Tim

Porchia, Eliana

Porchia, Joni & Jose

Porchia, Leonardo

Povich, Douglas & Leta

Povich, Julia

Povich, Kosta & Charlotte

Psetas, Chris & Michelle

Psetas, Christ & Yiota

Rapanos, Elaine

Rapanos, Jason

Rodriguez, Megan & Matt

Rouman, Fran

Siradakis, Eihios & Beverly

Skoutelas, Andreas & 
Paraskevi

Skoutelas, Athanasios & 
Glykeria

Sous, Michael & Dawn

Sous, Nicholas

Sous, Rita

Stamas, Jim & Marsha

Stamas, Nick & Betty

Stavropoulos, Bill & Linda

Tarachas, Achilles

Tarachas, Bill & Bo

Tarachas, Electra

Trianta�llou, George & Jean

Tselepis, Art & Nancy 
Schaab

Ulmer, George & Virginia

Veremis, Kanella

Veremis, eodore & 
Georgia

Veremis, omas & Irene

Warner, James & Alina

Zacharko, Kathleen & James

Zestos, Eva

Zestos, Eva V. & Crawford, 
Nate

Zestos, James

Zubulake, George & Gladys

Zubulake, Jim & Esmini

http://www.detroit.goarch.org/friends
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— STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGE  —
ank you all for your loving support of our parish! anks to you, we not only met, but 

exceeded our Stewardship goal of $170,000 for 2021. is is an incredible step forward for our 
parish, but we believe that we can do more!

In the last quarter of 2021, the Stewardship Committee and the Parish Council challenged the 
parish to give an additional $35/month/family in addition to what they have already pledged, 

in an effort to reduce our budget de�cit to ZERO. 

For 2022, we have renewed this challenge for the entire year. If we can meet this challenge, we 
can not only meet our new Stewardship Goal of $220,000, we can take a giant step forward in:

1) Increasing our participation in the ministries of the Parish;
2) Reducing our dependence on "outside funding" (like renting the Hall); 
3) Meeting our Strategic goal of making our parish fully funded by Stewardship two years early;
4) Moving to expand our outreach and ministry in Mid-Michigan.

PLEASE JOIN US - THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE AND PARISH COUNCIL - IN 
TAKING THIS STEP FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF ST. DEMETRIOS 

CHURCH AND THE WORK OF GOD IN MID-MICHIGAN!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!

ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

— SPRING GENERAL ASSEMBLY  —

JUNE 5TH, 2022

IN THE HELLENIC CENTER AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY
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HOLY WEEK AT ST. DEMETRIOS - 2022 EDITION

Lazarus Saturday
Palm Folding

Palm Sunday Bridegroom
Icon

Holy Wednesday
Holy Unction

Holy Unction
Anointing

Holy ursday
Icon of the Mystical Supper

Holy ursday
Twelve Gospels Holy ursday

Icon of
the Cruci�ed One

Holy ursday
Wreath for the Cross
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HOLY WEEK AT ST. DEMETRIOS - 2022 EDITION

Holy Friday
Unnailing Vespers

Holy Friday
e Decorated Tomb

Holy Friday
Myrrhbearers

Holy Friday
Holy Friday

Procession of the Epitaphio

Holy Pascha
"Come Receive the Light"

Christ is
Risen!

Pascha Procession

ank you to our wonderful photographer, John Skoutelas! For more pictures from Holy Week and Pascha,
visit our website: https://www.stdemetriosmi.org/media/photo-gallery
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Children's Corner
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