
 
 
 

 

Dec. 1 Hanging of the Greens/ 

Chili and Mac & Cheese Dinner 
 

Dec. 4 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 8 PW Bake & Craft Sale 
 

 Angel Tree Gifts Due Back 
 

Dec. 11 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 12 Heritage Luncheon 
 

Dec. 13 American Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Dec. 15 “A Celtic Chamber Christmas” 

West Michigan Concert Winds 
 

Dec. 18 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 22 Service of Light & Hope 
 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services: 

 5 pm Christmas Pageant 

7 pm Contemporary Service of 

 Lessons and Carols 

 10 pm Traditional Service of 

 Lessons and Carols 

Upcoming Events 
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Presbyterian 

DECEMBER 2019, VOLUME 67—ISSUE 12                  MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GRAND HAVEN 

Advent Midweek 
Meditation 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Deck the Halls 
Celebration!  

 

Join us on Sunday, December 1, for 

a family-friendly way to kick off the 

season of Advent!  
 

4:00 Crafts & Decorating: 

Kids of all ages are invited to make an 

Advent ornament to take home, as 

well as decorate trees, set up nativity 

creches, and hang Christmas greens. 
 

5:00 Dinner: 

After the decorating, we’ll all relax 

together with a mac & cheese and 

chili dinner in Fellowship Hall. The 

mac & cheese will be provided, and 

families are asked to bring a pot of 

chili or a salad to share. 
 

You won’t want to miss this festive 

and fulfilling event! 

A Service of Light 
and Hope 

 

A special evening worship service  

is planned for those who may find  

Christmas hard this year. This  

Service of Light and Hope features 

gentle music, glowing candles and  

an uplifting message. 

 

This time of reflection and  

contemplation will help those of us 

who seek companionship during a 

time when the joyful music of the  

season and loud celebrations are just 

too much. Come and experience a time 

of peace and solace during Advent. 

 

The service is on Sunday,  

December 22, at 5:00 p.m. in the  

sanctuary. Childcare is available. 

PW Baked Goods  
& Candy Sale 

 

Be sure to pick up your favorite 
holiday goodies at the annual PW 
candy and bake sale! There will be 
delicious homemade cookies, 
muffins, pies, fudge, coffee cakes, 
as well as Chex mix and trail mix. 
This is also your chance to purchase 
the famous PW jewel chip candy! 
 

The sale will be in the lounge on 
Sunday, December 8, after both 
worship services.  
 

All proceeds help 
fund the missions  
of the Presbyterian 
Women. 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tim Bullerdick, June Lindberg,  
Barbara Race, Shirley Schroeder, 
Sandy Teunis, Carol Winton, and our 
service men and women 

 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Tom and Moni Franks on the  
November 3rd death of Tom's  
mother, Shirley Franks. 

 

 to Jim VanDam on the death of his 
wife, Nancy VanDam, on November 
9, 2019. 

  

 to Mike and Nicole Ruble and family 
on the death of Mike’s mother,  
Rosemary Ruble, on November 13, 2019. 

 

Congratulations!  
to Ann White on the birth of her 
granddaughter, Melia Mae Meiring, 
on November 1, 2019. 

 

 to Darell & Phyllis Moreland who 
celebrated their 65th wedding  
anniversary on November 19. 

 

Happy Birthday! 
to Ken Johnson, who celebrated his 
90th birthday on November 16. 

 

FPC Cares…  
 Please let the church know about 
 births, baptisms, prayer requests,  
hospitalizations and requests for  
pastoral care visits.  

 Contact the office at: 842-6760; or  
e-mail: knienhouse@fpgh.org  

In Our Church 

Holy Helping Hands 
 

Do you…. 
 

 Need a ride to an appointment or  

to church on Sunday morning? 

 Need a prescription picked up? 

 Have a minor household repair job? 

 Need computer help (figuring out 

Skype, e-mail, Facetime, etc.)? 

 Have a piece of furniture to be 

moved, but can’t do it yourself? 
 

Call Holy Helping Hands! These 

are only a few examples of the way 

this group can be helpful to you.  
 

Contact the church office (616-842-

6760) Monday thru Friday between  

8 a.m.-4 p.m. with your request and 

contact information, and you will be 

set up with the help you need. All 

services are free. 
 

If you would like to volunteer to be a 

helper, sign up in the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month, we publish birthdays  
of our members and friends who are 
no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day with 
a card from their church family! 

 

Jan. 10 Sandy Teunis 
1410 S. Ferry, #A-2 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Jan. 12 Norma Vyn 
1410 S. Ferry, #F-5 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

  

Jan. 24 Carol Winton 
1410 S. Ferry, #A-3 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Blood Drive 
Friday, December 13 

 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, December 13 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

 

sign up on Sundays in the lounge 
or online at:  

www.redcrossblood.org 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 
 

Hand2Hand  
Ministries 

 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
is a ministry supported 
by FPC and is a  
resource for students 
facing hunger over the 
weekend. By providing healthy 
food, students have a greater  
opportunity to succeed academically, 
emotionally, and physically. This is 
done simply by providing a back-
pack filled with food for students  
to take home on weekends and 
school breaks.  
 

We are currently gearing up for  
winter break, and are asking for  
donations of the following items: 
 

 Pancake mix  
(“just add water” type) 

 Syrup 
 

Donations may be brought in to the 
designated spot in the Gathering  
Area (the blue bin by the Family 
Ministries desk) until December 15. 
 

Thank you for your faithful support 
of this important ministry. 

Advent Devotionals 
 

Prepare your heart for 
Christmas with daily 
readings from one of 
our Advent devotional 
booklets. There are 
several options for 
you to choose from: 
 

 The Jesus Storybook Bible Advent 
Devotional Kit (designed for pre-
school-4th grade) 

 Come to Bethlehem and See 
(designed for toddler –
Kindergarten) 

 Let the Heavens Be Glad,  
inspiration from Henri Nouwen 

 
The booklets are available in the  
Gathering Area. 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

eople often ask  me if I’m worried 
about the Advent and Christmas  
seasons. Yes, they bring on a lot of 
special services and extra events. 
There are lovely, warm parties to  
attend, and, of course, there are the 
plans to gather with those we love to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Sure, 
Advent and Christmas are a lot of 
work, but my response to people 
when they ask about stress is, “I’m in 
the wrong line of work if I wasn’t 
expecting to be busy at this time of 
year!” I actually find most of it very 
lovely and moving, and my prayer is 
that the efforts of the church staff, the 
pastors, and the laity would contribute 
to making Advent and Christmas 
meaningful to you and to all who pass 
through these doors.  
 
For the coming weeks the sermons 
will be delivered in first-person. 
Through our study and imaginations, 
we’ll enter into the Cast of Characters 
who are part of our lives every year at 
this time. We’ll try to see this story 
through the eyes of Mary and Elizabeth, 
of Zechariah, of John the Baptist, of 
Joseph and Mary, of the Shepherds, of 
Simeon and Anna, and of the Magi. 
We’re going to let our wonder  
contribute to the wonder of the season. 

In preparation for these weeks, I  
encourage you to read Matthew 1-3 
and Luke 1-3. That’s where the majority 
of the Christmas story takes place.  
 
This Advent we’ll have our normal 
worship services at 8:45 (Traditional) 
and 11:00 (Gathering). We’re also 
having three contemplative services 
on the first three Wednesdays of  
December at 6:00. These thirty-
minute services will be designed to 
center you on the peace of Christ in 
this busy season. On the evening of 
December 22, we’ll also have our 
Service of Light and Hope. Positioned 
close to the darkest night of the year, 
our hope is that this service is a 
prayerful and worshipful place for 
those who are experiencing loss or 
sadness. So much of the season is  
focused on it being the “most  
wonderful time of the year,” yet for 
some, it’s a hard time. We hope this 
service provides some space for you 
for comfort. Of course, we’ll also 
have our three Christmas Eve  
services. At 5:00, we’ll have a family 
service with the infamous “Instant 
Christmas Pageant.” At 7:00, the 
youth will lead us in worship, sharing 
the story of the birth through art and 
music. At 10:00, we’ll gather for a 
lessons and carols-type service, led by 

the Geneva Choir. All services  
will end with the special tradition of  
passing the light of Christ to each other. 
  
It’s such a glorious time of year. I’m 
expecting to be busy, but I’m also 
eager to get to it. I hope you can be a 
part of all this wonderful worship and 
joyful community this season. If you 
haven’t worshipped with us in awhile, 
we’d love to have you be with us. We 
are better together all the time, and 
especially in this season! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy 

From the Session of FPC 

News From the  
October Session Meeting 

 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session meeting. 
  

Highlights: 
 We learned more about the work of the Generosity Committee 
 Discussed ways to improve communication to the wider congregation 
 Approved that 100% of the offering from Children and Worship would go toward their sponsored child 

from World Vision 
 Discussed the ongoing work of the Visual Arts Team 
 Discussed the possibility of the formation of a new Membership Committee 

 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
 

If you would like more detail, contact Tina Ramones (tramones@fpgh.org) in the church office to be put on an email list 
to receive the monthly Session minutes in full. The minutes are no longer posted on our website. 
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From Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 

Tidings article deadline for January 2020 issue: December 15, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

Dear Church Family, 
 

You’ve probably never heard of Jennifer Lee. She’s the first woman director to work on a 
film that grossed $1 billion dollars. However, if you have children, grandchildren or know a 
child you’ve probably heard of the movie Lee is most known for: Disney’s Frozen. As a 
child, Lee and her sister were raised by a single mom who worked three jobs to support their 
family. Needless to say it was not an easy childhood. Lee was also bullied, but found comfort 
in stories. She found solace in the characters of her favorite books, which fed her talent for 
becoming a great storyteller herself.  
 

When we talk to our children about Christmas, we of course tell the story of Christ’s birth. 
Unlike the stories Lee read, the story of Christ’s birth is true and gives us real hope and  
comfort. Comfort that in the midst of global and national political upheaval (remember King 
Herod’s slaughter of the innocents?) God is still powerfully, albeit quietly, at work. Christ’s 
birth gives us hope even when it seems that the odds are against us. I can’t imagine how  
discouraged Mary must have felt when she realized she had no choice but to give birth in a 
dirty manger instead of a proper room. My prayer for all of us is that in the midst of our long to do lists this season we 
find time to reflect, wonder, and be thankful for the greatest story ever told. A story that changed all stories, including 
our own.  I’m so thankful that the story of how Jesus continues to work in our lives is an ongoing one. 
 

Grateful to be on this journey of faith with you, 
Pastor Kristine 

Congratulations to Our 
Incoming Officers! 

 

The following deacons and elders 

were approved at the congregational 

meeting held on November 17, 2019 
 

Deacons 

David and Ann Anys, Emily and 

Chris Berry, Sue Bradford,  

Nicole Coffin,* Sandi DeGroot,  

Lisa Hurley,* Carrie and Shawn  

Ledet, Melissa VerHage, and  

Ann White* 
 

Elders 

Carroll Bennink,* Pamela Blake,* 

John Heinritz, Mike Johnson,  

Joan Klaasen, Damon McLaughlin, 

Amy Miller, and Don Timmer 
 

*serving a consecutive term 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to 
Jesus is Emmanuel, meaning “God is with us.” 
What a powerful gift… being with. The Christmas 
Joy Offering of the Presbyterian Church USA is 
sharing the power of “being with” those in need by 
offering our special gifts. 

 

When we give, we step forward to be with the young people from historically 
Presbyterian racial and ethnic schools. These schools were founded to educate 
those who come from small places often overlooked by the church: Stillman 
College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama; the Presbyterian Pan-American School in 
Kingsville, Texas; and the Menaul School in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Our 
gifts of “being with” support students’ education and leadership development. 
 

We also step forward to be with church workers and their families who have 
faithfully served the church but find themselves in critical financial need  
because of changing health situations or emergencies including catastrophic 
events such as hurricanes and fire. We offer the gift of “being with” them as 
they have been with us by giving help to restore hope through the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions. 
 

Please join in celebrating church leaders—past, present, and future through 
your gift to the Chrristmas Joy Offering. Envelopes will be in the pews in  
December, or text JOY to 56512 to participate in this special offering.  
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

 

Community Artist & 
Speaker Series  

 

West Michigan Concert Winds 
“A Celtic Chamber  
Christmas” Concert 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The West Michigan 

Concert WINDS will 

be sharing our musical 

talents with not only 

wind band music, but 

many chamber,  

smaller ensemble selections with an 

Irish Christmas flair. We are excited 

to have guest conductor, Mr. Keith 

Kelly from Ireland, here for this 

concert as he brings many of his 

favorite Irish band works to conduct 

for you! It will be an Irish Chamber 

Christmas for all! 
 

The next C.A.S. concert is a concert 

by the treadition Celtic band  

Uneven Ground, on January 26,  

at 4 p.m.  
 

All of the Community Artist events 

are free and open to the public. 

Estate Planning Workshop Highlights  
 

On November 17, church members and friends attended an informative estate 
planning workshop hosted by the Generosity Committee. There was a wide 
ranging discussion on numerous topics including wills, trusts, estate taxes,  
durable powers of attorney, insurance, making contributions through IRAs, and 
remembering charities in one’s estate plans.  
 

The William Montague Ferry Legacy Society is named for the founding pastor 
of our church. It was established to acknowledge and thank those who have 
chosen to include First Presbyterian Church in their estate plans and who have 
demonstrated their commitment to the church’s future mission and ministry 
through these special gifts. Follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/swpatm4 
for more information on ways to make a legacy gift to the church and become a 
Ferry Legacy Society member.  
 

Are you interested in making a year-end tax-free gift to the church through 
your IRA? It’s easy to do if you are age 70-1/2 or more. Simply contact the 
institution holding your IRA — they will guide you through the basic steps and 
arrange for your gift to be made directly from your IRA to the church. This 
contribution counts toward the RMD (required minimum distribution) of your 
IRA and is not subject to tax. 

New Adult Ed. Class: Presbyterian Worship 
 

Do you ever wonder what the meaning of worship is for Presbyterians; the  
purpose of the order of worship; or why we have a corporate prayer of  
confession? What is the choir? What’s the difference between a rite and a  
sacrament? Who makes the decisions about worship? These are just a few of 
the questions that will be answered in this four-week class. 
 
Presbyterian Worship will meet during the 10:00 a.m. adult education period.  

It will start January 5 and conclude on January 26, and will be taught by  

retired (PC)USA Pastor Dale Swihart. 
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Mission Committee 

December Food  
Collection 

 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries. This month’s donations 
will go to The Salvation Army.  
 

Special requests are for:  
 Beef Stew 
 Hot Cereal 
 Pancake Mix 
 Syrup 

 

Please bring donations 
to the designated spot 
in the Gathering Area.  
 

Thank you!  
 

In Our Church/Mission & Outreach 

FPC Financial Update  
as of October 31, 2019 

 

Offerings Received  
Year-to-Date 

$770,628 
 
To all who give to support the mission of the church—thank you!  
You make the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please consider becoming one. Not only is it 
healthy for the church, it is also spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just follow this link: https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to the church office. We would love to help! 

Expenditures Paid  
Year-to-Date 

$767,512 

Gift Ideas for the Person Who Has Everything 
 

Instead of purchasing another gift for the person who “has everything,” prayer-
fully consider one of the options available through the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog available in the Gathering Area or online at presbyteriangifts.org. 
There are 22 pages of gifts like these that will make a big impact. It’s just up to 
you to decide. 
 

Honor your grandmother or grandfather who taught you 
how to garden: 

  a bag of Moringa tree seeds  $40 

  farming tools    $10 
 

To your mother or sister: 

  sewing machine   $50 

  kitchen kit    $25 
 

For your children, young or all-grown up, giving thanks 
that they have (or had) a safe place to live and go to 
school and/or daily nourishment: 

  supplies for displaced students $30 

  share of a cow (or the cow itself) $50 ($450) 
 

To a secretary or co-worker: 

  container garden   $40 
 

A great stocking stuffer:    

  family of chickens   $25 

  jerry cans to carry water  $25 
 

To honor a minister or youth pastor: 

  experiential faith formation  $100 

  educate a child   $25 
 

For anyone—remembering Jesus and his family who were once refugees: 

  refugee food basket   $50 
 

God is at work in the world and this is one way for us to join in! You can make 
a life-changing difference. 

From the Earth Care Team: 
5 Ways to Celebrate an 
Eco-Friendly Christmas 

 

 Choose a Real Tree-Real trees 

clean the air when they’re grow-

ing, provide jobs to local commu-

nities, and can be turned into 

mulch or compost when the holi-

days are over. 

 Get Eco-Friendly Gifts-The most 

sustainable gifts you can give are 

experience gifts, such as tickets to 

a sporting event or concert or 

membership to an aquarium, zoo, 

or museum. 

 Use Zero Waste Gift Wrap 

 Use LED Lights-LED lights can 

also help you save money during 

the holidays since they use up to 

75% less energy, plus, they last  

25 times as long as incandescent 

lights, so you won’t have to buy 

new ones every year. 

 Send Plantable Christmas 

Cards-Check out Bloomin Seeds 

N’ Greetings Cards. The cards 

have embedded seeds that will 

grow flowers, herbs, or vegetables 

when planted. 
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Youth & Children’s Ministries 

Joyful Noise 

Youth Group Save the Dates: 
 

December 1:  

No youth group! All youth and their families and friends are encouraged to  

join us for Hanging of the Greens starting at 4 pm. Prepare a salad or chili dish  

to pass and come help us deck our church halls for the season of Advent. 

 

December 15:  

Youth group Christmas party. Put on your cozy Christmas 

sweaters or pajamas and join us for an evening of Christmas 

movie watching and hot chocolate drinking. 

 

December 22-January 5: 

Youth Group will be breaking for the holiday season starting on Sunday, De-

cember 22 and returning on Sunday January 12 for our normal evening  

programming. Enjoy the holidays with your family and friends! 

 

Christmas Eve, December 24: 

Christmas Eve Contemporary Youth Service, 7 p.m.     

Are you interested in assisting with worship for our annual  

youth Christmas Eve service? Contact Maddie Lambert 

(mlambert@fpgh.org)!  

Gingerbread House 
Making Night! 

 

What: Make a gingerbread house 
When: Thursday, December 12 

Time: 6:15-8:00 p.m. 
Where: Recreation Room 

Bring: A small cardboard carton 
 

Joyful Noise invites everyone to 
come and join them for 
their annual  
gingerbread (graham 
cracker) house decorat-
ing night!  
 

You will need to bring any size-
cardboard carton (milk, orange juice, 
etc.). The frosting, candies, pretzels 
and a surface to mount  
everything on will be provided.  
Everything will be set up in the  
recreation room downstairs. 
 

All are welcome! 

 

SCRIP Cards from Joyful Noise 
 

The holidays are so busy—give yourself a break! Make gift buying easy by 
shopping at Joyful Noise for great Christmas gift cards. 
 

In addition to hundreds of gift cards from major retailers like Barnes & Noble, 
Target, and Amazon, you can now get cards to these great local businesses: 
 

 Stanz Café & Frank’s Market 
 Fortino’s 
 Jumpin’ Java 
 Adorn Kids 
 Leppinks 
 Sweet Temptations 
 MacKite 
 

 

A list of all cards available can be found by following this link:  
http://www.joyfulnoisekids.com/pdfs/scrip.pdf 
 

A portion of each sale goes to support the ministries of Joyful Noise Childcare. 
To order, contact Joyful Noise: joyfulnoiseoffice@gmail.com or 847-6600. 

Family Advent  
Devotionals 

 

We have two Advent devotional  
options for you, so pick the one that 
works best for your family!  
 

 Jesus Storybook Bible Advent 
Devotional Kit (designed for  
preschool-4th grade) 

 Experience new meaning and depth 
this Christmas as you rediscover 
Jesus's birth as an important part of 
God's big story. God's love story to us! 

 

 Come to Bethlehem and See  
 (designed for toddler-Kindergarten) 
 Daily, read-aloud, rhyming, devo-

tions that lead you through the 
Christmas story. Each day you'll 
also add a sticker to the center 
piece. Share in the excitement and 
wonder of Christmas together. 

 

Readings begin on December 1—pick 
yours up at the Family Ministries desk 
today! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

December 2019 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Christmas Flower Dedications 
 

Your flower dedication contributions make it possible to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Gathering Area and Lounge with the beautiful flowers and greenery of Christmas.     
 

Anyone wishing to make a dedication to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin may 
do so by completing the form below and returning it by Sunday, December 16, to the 
church office or by dropping it in the Sunday offering plate. You may also submit your 
dedication and payment through Realm, our church information software program. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and telephone number.   
Feel free to use additional forms as necessary.  Suggested donation: $12/per dedication. 
  
 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 DEDICATION 2.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 GIVEN BY:   
 
 PHONE/EMAIL:  

 
Make check payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation:  “Christmas dedication” 


