
There is a glorious promise in the Book of Haggai, chapter 2, verse 19:
“FROM THIS DAY I WILL BLESS YOU.”

This promise was given to Zerubbabel. He was a man of God. God chose him for
a definite purpose and his assignment was to build the temple. God told him
that his hands had laid the foundation of that house and his hands would also
finish it. The Lord assured him that it would be not by might nor by power but
by His Spirit (Zech 4:6,9). Since the Lord said to Zerubbabel, “From this day I will
bless you,” that did not mean that God had not blessed him before that. Here we
see a bonus promise, for a surplus blessing! This unusual blessing, I believe, is
what everyone of us need in our work today. We are all engaged in the Lord’s
ministry some way or other. There are diversities of ministries in the
Kingdom of God. We are all labourers together. Now what is the common
longing of every servant of God today? An unusual blessing in the ministry.
We are not satisfied with what we witness today. We want something new.
We want to witness something which people cannot easily believe. Let’s be
encouraged now by this definite promise of God — “From this day I will bless you.”

It will do us good even to memorize the entire Book of Haggai. We find here in
this book five times the commandment, “CONSIDER YOUR WAYS!” (1:5; 1:7; 2:15;
2:18a; 2:18b). And each time it is coupled with an important principle for our
Christian work. If these five lessons can be practised in the work, it will certainly
invoke God’s unusual blessing on it.

1. Time

Haggai 1:2, “Thus speaks the Lord of hosts saying, These people say, The time
is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built.” The first thing we
should consider is the TIME! This is our greatest failure. We always try to postpone
things, be it general outreach, personal soulwinning, or stepping out into fulltime
ministry. When it is for God’s Kingdom we invariably postpone, but for our
own affairs we generally won’t. Each of us should honestly acknowledge this
our sin of procrastination.

“NOW” is God’s time. 2 Cor 6:1-2, “We, as workers together with God,
beseech you also that you receive not the grace of God in vain. For He says, I
have heard you in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation I have succoured you;
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Here a
servant of God is writing to the other servants of God. This passage is not addressed
to sinners. But we often misquote it. It was to the saints Paul wrote, “Receive not
the grace of God in vain.” In other words, he says, “God’s grace is come to you. You
are participating in His grace. Let it not be found that you have received it in vain.”
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When does God say that we receive His grace in vain? When we postpone!
Beloved, in order that God may bless you from this day and that the latter
portion of your ministry be more glorious than the former, consider your consideration
concerning time! Receive not the grace of God in vain!

Ephesians 5:14-16, “Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give you light. See that you walk carefully, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming
the time, because the days are evil.” This passage says that God’s children are not
wise, if they postpone things. They become foolish in their imaginations. God warns
us not to walk as fools but as wise. How do we walk wisely? By redeeming
the time! Buy the time because the days are evil.

“Boast not yourself of tomorrow; for you know not what a day may bring forth,”
said the wisest man on earth (Prov 27:1). He has explained what boasting of
tomorrow is. If we think we are too certain of doing a thing tomorrow, which we can
do today, we are boasting of tomorrow. We may not be proud or haughty in our
work. If we simply, quietly and passively postpone the affairs of today to
tomorrow, we are tomorrow-boasters. The Bible says that. Your boasting is
unconscious. Boast not yourself of tomorrow for you know not what will happen
tomorrow. Nobody knows.

God never gives lump information or guidance for so many years to His people.
The revelation of His guidance is always one step at a time. For example,
take Apostle Paul’s case. He perhaps had no equal in his religious world. He was
an intellectual giant. He was proud and haughty. A light from heaven struck
him down. He cried, “Lord, what will You have me to do?” God’s reply was
not a plan or programme running to pages. He was not given an year-long project.
This great giant was asked to do the simplest thing, because the simplest thing is
the hardest thing to do! God simply said, “Go into the city” (Acts 9:6). The classic
question of a great religious zealot, which has served as a sermon text for thousands
of preachers down thro’ the centuries, got the simplest answer back. Paul could
have asked, “Oh, Lord, what is this you are telling me? I didn’t ask you to tell me
where I should go. What is my future and my carrier, that’s what I am asking now.”
No, he never talked back to God that way. God shows us one step at a time. If we
respond to that one step, He will show us the next step. Many of us are not ready
to obey the first step. We want a volume of God’s plan rightaway. One-day-plan is
more difficult than a five-year-plan, for the former has to be carried out today but
the latter can be done tomorrow! That is our problem. We are tomorrow-boasters.

Many young people are planning for their distant future, but not doing what
their hands find today to do. God does not call lazy people to His ministry.
Go through the entire Bible, and you can’t find one man sitting idle when
God called him. God needs active people. The world says tomorrow is ours, but we
can’t say that. Today is ours! We are in the today! Tomorrow never comes! This is
the Bible way!
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Look at the sense of urgency of our blessed Lord in John 9:4. “I must WORK
the works of Him who sent Me, while it is DAY; the night comes, when no man
can work.” Jesus does not say that He must “supervise” but “work!” Today everyone
wants to become a supervisor or leader. Jesus didn’t primarily come into the world
as a “supervisor” or a “coordinator” but as a WORKER. I must WORK: this is the
spirit of Christ! Jesus always considered “tomorrow” as “night.” For Him TODAY is
DAY and TOMORROW is NIGHT! May this become your philosophy too that God
may bless you from this day. India is full of sinners. Close your eyes and walk
ten feet, you will hit at a sinner! No scarcity for souls in India! We can as well call
population explosion as sinners explosion! Many ministries have come up but the
scarcity of sinners is never there. Bring in the souls from wherever you go.
Win them! Don’t wait for tomorrow! Today is day! Tomorrow is night! The night
comes when “no man” can work, and I too, “as a Man,” cannot work, said Jesus.
“These people say, The time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should
be built.” They are still postponing. “Consider your ways!”

2. Sacrifice

The second thing we are called to consider is our personal sacrifice.
Haggai 1:4,9, “Is it time for you yourselves, to dwell in YOUR panelled
houses, and this house lie waste? ... You looked for much, but indeed, it came
to little; and when you brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? says the Lord
of Hosts. Because of My house that is waste, and you run every man to his OWN house.”

This speaks of our self-centeredness. No progress in the ministry is possible
without personal sacrifice and pain. Who has ever brought forth a child without
travail and pain? No Zionite ministry can expect to bring forth children without pain
(Isa 66:8). In the modern world, we want modernisation in spiritual birth also that
there be no pain! We want to dwell in panelled houses. We covet an easy life,
sheltered life, free from any danger. We don’t want to expose ourselves to the
weather. We deeply enjoy the pleasures and conveniences of our domestic life.
As this continues we will not have God promising us, “From this day I will bless you.”

The life of Apostle Paul was one of great sacrifice. Let him speak to us now.
1 Corinthians 7:29-31, “But this I say, brothers, the time is short: it remains,
that both those who have wives be as though they had none; and those who
weep, as though they wept not; and those who rejoice, as though they rejoiced not;
and those who buy, as though they possessed not; and those who use this world,
as not abusing it: for the form of this world passes away.” You see his logic.
The time is short, so don’t enjoy the world rightfully. All the things he
mentions here are legitimate. It is God who gives man a wife. Owning a house
is a blessing. The blessing of the Lord makes us rich, no doubt. But the time is
very short! These things should never take the first place in our life. An unbeliever
may enjoy the world to the full, but we cannot and should not.
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Watch the Apostle in 1 Corinthians, chapter 9. Catch his vision! It’s worth even
memorising the entire chapter. This is the kind of ministers we need today. This is
the need of the hour. “Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus
Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If I be not an apostle to others,
yet doubtless I am to you: for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord ...
Have we not right to eat and to drink? Have we not right to lead about a sister,
a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?
Or I only and Barnabas, have no right to refrain from working? Who goes to war
any time at his own expense? Who plans a vineyard, and eats not of the fruit thereof?
or who feeds a flock, and drinks not of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things
as a man? Does not the law the say same? For it is written in the law of Moses,
You shall not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treads out the grain. Does God take
care for oxen? or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt,
this is written: that he who plows should plow in hope; and that he who threshes
in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown to you spiritual things,
is it a great thing if we shall reap your material things? If others be partakers
of this right over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this right;
but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the Gospel of Christ. Do ye not know
that those who minister about holy things live of the things of the Temple? and
those who wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so the Lord has
ordained that those who preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel. But I have
used none of these things; neither have I written these things, that it should be so
done to me; for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make
my glorying void.

“For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid
on me. Yea, woe to me, if I preach not the Gospel! For if I do this thing willingly,
I have a reward, but if against my will, a stewardship of the Gospel is committed
to me. What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the Gospel, I may make
the Gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my right in the Gospel.
For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant to all that I
might gain the more. And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the
Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them who
are under the law. To them who are without the law, as without law (being not
without the law of God, but under the law of Christ,) that I might gain them who
are without law. To the weak I became as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am
made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for
Gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. Know you not that those
who run in a race run all, but one receives the prize? So run, that you may obtain.
And every man who strives for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do
it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one who beats the air; but I discipline my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others,
I myself should be disqualified.”
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When we compare ourselves to this challenge, do we feel like standing near
Mount Everest? But this is the kind of ministry God will honour. Not using our
rights and power, but becoming servants to everybody and keeping our body under
subjection. May the Lord fill us with the spirit of sacrifice! Time is short. Beware
of the last day signs! The first item mentioned in the list of the last day signs is,
“Men shall be lovers of themselves.” (2 Tim 3:1,2). “Consider your ways.”

3. Labour

Haggai 1:8, “Go up to the MOUNTAIN, and bring wood, and build the house;
and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, says the Lord.” God commands
us to go to the mountain. God is not pleased to have His temple built with the
timber from plains. There are ready-cut timber in plains. But God hates the easy
alteration of the readymade stuff! He says, Go to the mountain! Cut the trees up
there! Many “untouched” trees are up there! Bring them down and build the temple.
Only with that I will be pleased, and I will be glorified in it. What does this mean?
Romans 15:20,21 gives the practical interpretation of this truth: “Yes, so have I
strived to preach the Gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on
another man’s foundation; but as it is written, To whom He was not spoken of, they
shall see; and those who have not heard shall understand.” Zerubbabel and Paul
seem to have kindred spirits. Paul says, “I have strived to preach.” This means
active endeavour. He was all the time “endeavouring” to preach the Gospel in the
unreached areas. He was not interested in building on another man’s foundation
and making a boast of it. He went to places where Christ was not named.
That’s what God told Zerubbabel, “Go to the mountain. Don’t go to the
timber shops to bring cut-slices here. You yourself cut the trees and build
My house and in that I will be pleased.”

The tragedy of today’s Christendom lies here. We are 3% Christians in India,
and the number of folks who regularly use a Bible will be a maximum of 1%.
The 99% should be considered to be in total darkness. But the most alarming
fact is that maximum time, talents, money, efforts of Christian ministry is spent
on this 1% only! Christians who have a definite responsbility towards the 99% are
spending all their time with the 1% only. Hence unhealthy competitions and
collapse of Bible ethics between ministries. The 99% is the mountain for us in India
and the 1% is mostly another man’s foundation! This is why we challenge our
friends to divert their potential towards the Northern States of India, mostly virgin.
Even in some of the entire districts in North India, there is not a single church
building. “Lord, if any one of us like Jonah is in the wrong ship, and if we are not
ready to jump out ourselves, You throw us out!” This is my heart-cry these days.
Somehow the job must be completed. Over two thousand years have already passed.
But the trees still remain uncut up the mountains.

1 Corinthians 15:10 has put me to shame. “But by the grace of God I am what
I am: and His grace which was bestowed on me was not in vain; but I laboured
more abundantly than all of them: Yet not I, but the grace of God which was
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with me.” Here Paul compares himself with the other ministers. He says that he
laboured more abundantly than others! This was of course a confession of humility
as well. He says, “I am what I am by His grace alone. I have received grace, blessings
and great truths but not in vain. I have laboured with that grace.” How many of
us can honestly make this kind of confession? Can you say that you have laboured
more than all the believers you know? Come on! God wants such people for times
like these. Apostle Paul was trying to inject this same spirit into young Timothy.
2 Tim 2:3, “ You therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
Don’t love ease! Never love softness! Endure hardness! Real ministry is hard, tough.
Casually doing things as they come to us is not “ministry.” This is the time for God’s
people to go as a militant army for God! “Consider your ways.”

4. Boldness

Haggai 2:4,5, “Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; and be
strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all you
people of the Land, says the Lord, and work; for I am with you, says the Lord
of hosts. According to the Word that I covenanted with you when you came out
of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; fear not.” In these two verses God
repeats “BE STRONG” thrice. Why be strong and bold? — His Spirit dwells in us!
No need to fear. This is what Paul reminded Timothy about in 2 Timothy 1:6,7.
“Therefore I put you in remembrance that you stir up the Gift of God, which is
in you by the laying on of my hands. For God has not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” Come up! Stir up the Gift of God!
You have received the Spirit of boldness. Awake! You don’t need to fear! God has
not given you the spirit of fear! But He has given you the Spirit of Power! Be bold!
You have power, not fear!

Paul practised this truth in his life. Hear his testmony. 2 Corinthians 4:7-10,
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may
be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” Look at this man! Yes, God’s
work is for bold people only! Whether young or old,educated or uneducated, they
must be bold. “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed.” Apostle Paul was
troubled on EVERY SIDE! Every department had some problem! Every wing was
under trouble! Wherever he went he was troubled. In every place, every church, he
faced problems. But he was able to say boldly that he was not distressed. How bold
he was! He further says, “We are perplexed, we are confused but not in despair.”
In a sense we must become like buffalos! Sun, rain, kicks...! Care the less! “We are
persecuted, cast down, but not destroyed.” Folks stoned him and thought that he
was dead. But the next day he was there preaching! This is ministry!
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That is why the Lord has given us the Spirit of Power. Look at Paul’s persecution
list! You may even lose patience to read this long list. 2 Corinthians 6:4-10, “But in
all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in
labours, in watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering,
by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by love unfeigned, by the Word of truth, by the
power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,
by honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet
true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold we live; as
chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” Count it, it is
thirty. What will be your score? Most of us will fail! Honour or dishonour, good
report or evil report, all the same for him! When he got honour he perhaps said,
Praise the Lord; when he got dishonour he would have shouted, Alleluia! Good
report— Praise the Lord! Evil report— Alleluia! Yes, God needs such bold people
to build His temple. The fearful are not for Him.

The story in Judges chapter 7 is very illustrative. “The Lord said to Gideon,
The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into
their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against Me, saying my own hand has
saved me. Now therefore go, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whoever
is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And
there returned of the people twentytwo thousand; and there remained ten
thousand” (vv 2,3). No compromise in the ministry of God! Here Gideon
commands the fearful men to go home “early” without wasting their time and
his! God can accomplish little through fearful men. The striking thing is the
22,000 going out all at a time! 22,000 people immediately accepted their timidity
and walked out. It was a miracle! “Give us that miracle today, Lord!” The
progress of the Lord’s ministry is hindered today because we have too many
fearfilled people. Labourers are few, but among those few, are the fearful too many?

Nehemiah’s ministry is what we need today. Many voices will threaten us
calling us to come down. “I CANNOT COME DOWN,” should be our answer!
Nehemiah 6:9-12, “For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be
weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen
my hands. Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son
of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house
of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple; for they will come
to slay you; Yes, in the night will they come to slay you. And I said, should such
a man as I flee? and who is there, who being as I am, would go into the temple
to save his life? I will not go in.” Now Nehemiah was threatened. Some of them
“counselled” him to go hide himself to save his life. Nehemiah answered, “SHOULD
SUCH A MAN AS I FLEE?” I will not go in! He calls himself a MAN! God’s ministry
is for “men!” It is not for “women”! “Be Men,” the Bible says both to men and
women! (1 Cor 16:13). Nehemiah’s answers are challenging: “I cannot come down
... I will not go in!” We need Pauls, Gideons, Zerubbabels and Nehemiahs today!
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George Duffield (1818-1888) caught this spirit in his world famous hymn —

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!
The trumpet call obey;
Forth to the mighty conflict
In this His glorious day!
Ye that are men now serve Him
Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger,
And strength to strength oppose.

5. Holiness

Haggai 2:11-14, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, Ask now the priests concerning
the law, saying, If one bears holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his
skirt do touch bread or pottage or wine or oil or any meat, shall it be holy? And
the priests answered and said, No. Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a
dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and
said, It shall be unclean. Then answered Haggai, So is this people, and so is this
nation before Me, says the Lord; and so is every work of their hands; and that which
they offer there is unclean.”

The Holy God demands holiness from His people who serve Him. He abhors
uncleanness in His work. We read in Rev 19:14,8, “The armies which were in
Heaven followed Him on white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.” This
white linen is “the righteousness of the saints.” You may be in the army of God.
Joshua may be your leader. You may have God’s promises in plenty. People of God
may be your name. But one thing is sure and certain: If there is sin, you are bound
to be defeated even before a small Ai! With sin you cannot win! Sinning and Winning
cannot go together. Beware! Joshua rent his clothes and fell on the ground and put
dust upon his head. He cried to the Lord saying, “What shall I say, Lord, when
Israel, the people of God, turn their backs before their enemies?” God’s reply was
sharp and crisp. God said to Joshua, “Get up; why do you lie thus on your face?
Israel has sinned!” He said, “Neither will I be with you any more, unless you destroy
the cursed from you!” (Josh 7:6-13). No concession here. All your prayers and tears
go in vain! “Unless you remove that cursed thing from you, I will never be with you!”
“UP! Sanctify the people!” Oh! People of God, consider your ways!

To sum up, the work God blesses knows the urgency of the hour, volunteers for
any sacrifice, endures hardness, faces any situation boldly, and forgets not the
principles of holiness.
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