
 
Pforzheimer Fellowships in the Harvard Library 

2023 Project Proposal Form 

Name of library/archive:  Harvard University Archives   

 

School/Unit:  Harvard Library 
 

Location/address:  Pusey Library, Harvard Yard 
 

Project sponsor/library or unit director:  Virginia Hunt, University Archivist + Katie O’Dair 

University Marshal 
 

Project supervisor:  Virginia Hunt 
 

Contact information for further information or questions:   Virginia Hunt, 

virginia_hunt@harvard.edu, 617-495-3240 
 

Name of Project:  Wadsworth House: Its History and People    

Brief description of library/archives:  
 

The Harvard University Archives is the oldest and largest university archives in North America.  As 
the primary repository for Harvard’s institutional records and faculty personal archives, the 
University Archives collects, preserves, and makes available for research the documentary evidence 
chronicling Harvard’s long history, and the lives of those individuals who have shaped Harvard, and, 
in turn, been shaped by it.  Collections cross five centuries, and represent materials across all 
formats, from paper to websites and email. 

  

mailto:virginia_hunt@harvard.edu


Anticipated outcomes/final product: 
Over the course of the semester, the Pforzheimer Fellow will research the history of Wadsworth 
House and the various individuals who have worked, lived, and stayed there, as well as collect any 
information available about the builders of the house and its interiors.  This research will be 
collected, organized, and presented in a report for the University Archives and University Marshal, 
will the potential to develop an interpretive history of the building and its various occupants for use 
by visitors to the University, students, faculty, scholars and the general public interested in the 
campus. 

Project description:   
Wadsworth House is the second oldest extant building on the Harvard campus.  Built in 1726, it has 
been a home, workplace, meeting location, and even temporary lodging for a wide variety of 
individuals who have passed through the space that is where Harvard University now stands. 
 
The focus of the project is to, as much as possible, uncover underrepresented histories of people of 
who worked, lived, stayed at, and built Wadsworth House.  Starting with the land acknowledgement 
of the space where Wadsworth house sits--on the traditional and ancestral land of the 
Massachusett—and moving forward in time covering the colonizing settlers who founded the College, 
the occupation during Revolutionary War, and through the changes that shifted the building from 
being a residence, to a dorm, to an office space, the fellow will trace the history of Wadsworth House 
and uncover as much as possible the narratives and lives of those who have traveled through the 
space.   
 
The final project of this fellowship will be to create a report, and, if time permits, collaborate with the 
Marshal’s Office and the University Archives to develop an interpretive history of the building and its 
various occupants, which will be made public for use by visitors to the University, students, faculty, 
scholars, and the general public interested in the campus.  
Project includes:  

• A compilation of information on the history of Wadsworth House as a building and place and 
the narratives of the people who have worked, lived, traveled through and built Wadsworth 
House 

• Researching and documenting current holdings on the history of Wadsworth House and its 
many occupants, including legal documents, administrative records, personal papers, 
publications, photographs, and other historical materials.   

• Synthesizing information on collections holdings related to the information gathered, 
analyzing the data, and creating a report pulling our narratives of 
underrepresented/unrepresented individuals and history associated with Wadsworth House. 

• Providing short and long-range recommendations for specific topics to highlight regarding 
the history of Wadsworth House for the creation of an interpretive history of the building and 
its occupants. 

• Maintaining files, project databases, and relevant information to support the project 

This Fellowship is ideal for students with interest and experience in historical research, working in 
archives, and/or architectural history. 
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