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All that fuss about #BBNaija’s shift to SA

A
fter a 10-year hiatus, 
the second edition of 
Big Brother Nigeria, re-
named Big Brother Naija, 
was launched on Janu-

ary 22, 2017 with much fanfare and 
euphoria.

The launch, anchored by Ebuka 
Obi-Uchendu, who was a housemate 
in the first edition of Big Brother 
Nigeria in 2006, had performances 
by Nigerian artistes K9, Yemi Alade 
and Flavour.

A total of 12 Nigerians were ush-
ered into the Big Brother House, and 
instantly viewers from across the 
country began to root for their favou-
rite housemates.

But not long after it became pub-
lic knowledge that the programme, 
which is sponsored by PayPorte, a 
Nigerian e-commerce company, was 
actually being shot in South Africa, 
Nigerians began to question the ratio-
nale behind such a move. Many saw it 
as grossly unpatriotic of the organis-
ers and alleged that it was emblem-
atic of an emerging trend whereby 
Nigerian entertainment shows, just 
like the Voice Nigeria and even music 
videos, are produced in South Africa.

Recall that the first edition of Big 
Brother Nigeria reality TV show aired 
on DStv Channel 37 from March 5 to 
June 4, 2006. In 2007, the House of 
Representatives raised issues about 
the Big Brother show and placed a 
ban on it, citing the “barbaric, obscene, 
unethical and un-African” content of 
the programme.

Nigerians react
On the various online platforms, 

Nigerians continued to express their 
disapproval of what they considered 
economic sabotage against Nigeria 
by Multi-Choice, the organiser of the 
Big Brother Naija show. They said 
that aside from the host, Ebuka Obi-
Uchendu, and the contestants, every 
other thing about the show was South 
African, including its filming location. 
Some called on Nigerians to boycott of 
the show by refusing to view it.

“The Federal Ministry of Informa-
tion should make sure the programme 
is not aired in Nigeria. Since it is being 
filmed in South Africa, it should be 
aired there for them too. It’s as simple 
as that!” wrote Artful_Dodger, in reac-
tion to the news that the programme 
was being hosted in South Africa.

Paul Osa said, “Shame. Nigeria is 
only a giant in its own shoes!”

“Nonsense, promiscuous and use-
less programme. Let them host it in 
Jupiter for all I care. A programme 
for prostitutes and hooligans and 
morons,” Mamapikin wrote.

On Twitter, @JamesJukwey wrote, 
“Why #southafrica and not an exotic, 
iconic #Nigeria location like Gboko in 
Benue state where I was born?”

@mr_ochonogor tweeted, “Let me 
ask a question. Why is Big Brother 
Naija holding in South Africa? Can 
American Idol be held in Canada?”

“I will definitely not watch it this 
year. Very unacceptable. The cost of 
air tickets can cover cost of generator,” 
tweeted @7THDIMENSION.

Meanwhile, on Whatsapp, a mes-
sage of uncertain origin titled “Why 
We Should Boycott Big Brother Nige-
ria” was circulating.

“If Nigeria is not good enough for 
the production, why dump the poo on 
us to watch? So, in these hard times of 
recession, the job of lighting, camera-
men, security, cook and others should 
go to another country while me and 
my fellow men should sit down and 
watch with glee at what exactly? 
What is Nigerian about the show? 
Please educate me. Is it the food that 
will be bought from the markets over 
there? Or the materials for the show?” 
the message read in part.

“The show being shot in Nigeria 
would have created jobs for people 
who would have spread the money 
in the economy, especially our ail-
ing economy. Since we are not good 
enough to host it, then we don’t need 
it on our screens. This is a call to all 
Nigerians to boycott the show. There 
is nothing Nigerian about it. If they 
take everything away from us, I won-
der what will be left for my people to 
do? Must we always be a consumer 
nation?” it said.

It called for the boycott of the Big 
Brother Nigeria show in four words: 
“Don’t watch, don’t vote.” It then asked 
people to “please share and forward to 
all Nigerians to save our motherland”.

On his part, Lai Mohammed, Min-
ister of Information, Tourism and Cul-
ture, directed the National Broadcast-
ing Commission (NBC) to determine 
whether Multi-Choice has breached 
the Nigerian Broadcasting Code in 
any way by shooting the show in 
South Africa instead of Nigeria, and 
also investigate the issue of possible 
deceit, since the viewing public was 
never told that the event would be 
staged outside Nigeria.

“As a country of laws, only the 
outcome of the investigation will de-
termine our next line of action,” said a 
statement signed by Segun Adeyemi, 
the minister’s spokesperson.

The organiser responds
But while Nigerians raged, Multi-

Choice came out with reasons why 
it decided to host the programme in 
South Africa, explaining that though 
the house is based in South Africa, the 
BBN show is 100 percent Nigerian, 
with fully Nigerian housemates and 
content.

According to the organiser, the 
need to put out quality content “whilst 
meeting timelines/deadlines” was 
behind the decision to transmit Big 
Brother Naija to Nigerians from South 
Africa.

“We have a fully equipped house 
in South Africa which is used for the 

to placate some angry Nigerians, even 
as those who do not care about these 
arguments have continued to savour 
the entertainment the show provides.

Deeper issues
A few deep-thinking Nigerians, 

however, looked beyond these surface 
issues. On Facebook, Joy Isi Bewaji, 
author, publicist and media entrepre-
neur, questioned why it was neces-
sary to hold the show at all. Then, 
she wrote, sardonically, “To distract 
us from all our constant failures as a 
nation” – no electricity, no security, no 
water, nothing.

In that same sarcastic tone, she 
decried a situation where “the millen-
nials are our daily entertainment and 
amusement”, “are there to pleasure 
our senses”, while “baby boomers (aka 
old people) ruin our politics, and Gen-
eration X crash into entrepreneurship 
like a wrecking ball”.

“We keep thinking we are in Eu-
rope. Oh look at that butterfly! Such 
colourful distraction, innit? Oh here 
is #BBNaija. No electricity, no security, 
nothing, but let’s forget all about that 
and shower naked on camera and 
have sex and gossip, backstabbing, 
fake an accent, carry on a fake-deep 
persona while our grandfathers de-
stroy our nation without our permis-
sion or contribution,” she wrote.

There were other comments that 
berated Nigeria’s legendary infra-
structure deficit.

“Even as the programme is aired 
in Nigeria now, how can Nigerians 
watch it with 2,667MW to 200mil 
people and the President has gone 
to where power is 24/7 to watch the 
same programme?” Field_Marshal 
wrote.

Kunle wrote, “How are they sup-
posed to deal with NEPA? Run gen 
throughout? And when there is no 
diesel? Let’s get over this.”

On Twitter, @Buchyogba wrote, 
“Big Brother Naija holding in South 
Africa, reason being cost-cutting 
measure. Nigeria is too costly to do 
business.”

Also on her Facebook wall, Cordelia 
Okpei, general manager, Metro FM 
(Radio Nigeria), Lagos, decried Nige-
rians’ docility and misplacement of 
priority.

“Why are you angry they are 
shooting a ‘privately owned’ pro-
gramme abroad? What have we done 
about our collectively owned, home 
grown crude oil that is being refined 
abroad?” she queried.

To which Uzor Ngoladi replied, “Ask 
the jobless officials who also travel 
abroad for health care.”

“If they had sorted out the power 
issue, and dealt with kidnapping, why 
would Big Brother Nigeria be shot in 
S.A? Or haven’t we had it here before?” 
Mary Ota Odeminlin wrote.

“Bless you darling. Someone should 
tag the president who’s abroad for 
check-up,” Becky Ebanehita Mado-
jemu replied.

A public affairs commentator who 
spoke to BDSUNDAY anonymously 
asked the Nigerian government to 
leave Multi-Choice alone and concen-
trate on bridging the infrastructure 
gap in the country.

“If they fix basic infrastructure, like 
electricity, security, roads, etc, perhaps 
Multi-Choice would decide to host the 
show in Nigeria next year,” he said.
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Big Brother shows. For the Voice, our 
approach was pretty much the same,” 
it said in a statement.

“The venue is already set up with 
all facilities required for the success-
ful execution of the show; this means 
that we are able to achieve high pro-
duction values whilst meeting tight 
timelines/deadlines and ensuring the 
show comes to our viewers on time, as 
planned, and with the same globally 
renowned quality,” it said.

But before this message became 
public, another message, purportedly 
originating from Gboyega Akosile, 
CEO, Bridgeworld Communications 
Company, was circulating on What-
sapp.

“I’ve just finished speaking with 
the sponsor of Big Brother Naija on 
why the show should be shot in South 
Africa and not Nigeria despite the 
fact that Nigeria is the market where 
money for the show was generated,” 
the message said.

“He gave me some reasons why that 
decision was made among which are: 
1. Lack of experienced professionals 
to handle such a high end program. 
2. Lack of infrastructure (e.g., electric-
ity, etc/equipment required to make a 
very good program. He went on to tell 
me that I needed to be on the location, 
i.e., the Big Brother House, to appreci-
ate what he was talking about,” it said.

Along the way, a Nigerian-based 
online medium insisted that despite 
being filmed in South Africa, the Big 
Brother Naija show was fully Nige-
rian. It gave reasons for this position.

These include that the 12 house-
mates are Nigerians selected from 
the six geopolitical zones; the popular 
Big Brother voice is that of a Nigerian; 
Gbenga Kayode, the show’s series 
director, is a Nigerian and Nigerian 
trained; and head of content and 
about nine other members of his team 
are also Nigerians.

Other reasons are that the show’s 
title sponsor, PayPorte, is a Nigerian 
company; food, drinks, fabrics, decor 
and props being used for the show 
are largely from Nigeria; English, 
Pidgin and other Nigerian languages 
are permitted in the show; Nigeria’s 
major language interpreters have 
been engaged on the show; the win-
ner’s monetary prize of 25 million is 
denominated in naira, Nigeria’s local 
currency; and the Big Brother Naija 
show is reaching more subscribers in 
Nigeria with the inclusion of GOtv 
channel.

But even these explanations failed 



L-R:John Keffe; President, Diageo Africa, Babatunde Savage; Chairman,Guinness Nigeria Plc, Peter 
Ndegwa, managing director, and Bismark Rewane, Non Executive Director, during an Extra Ordinary 
General Meeting of Guinness Nigeria Plc, in Lagos.

L-R: Nasir El-Rufai Kaduna State Gov. ; Chairman of Northern State Governors Forum, Gov. Kashim 
Shettima; Gov. Aminu Masari of Katsina State;  Gov. Solomon Lalong of Plateau; and Gov. Aminu 
Tambuwa of Sokoto State, during a Joint Meeting between Northern State Governors Forum and 
Northern Traditional Council, in Kaduna.
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L-R Usman Mohammed,   principal  disbursement officer, African Development Bank (AfDB),  Abiola 
Ajimobi  governor, Oyo State; Ousmane Dore , outgoing country director, African Development 
Bank(AfDB), and special adviser to Oyo State Governor on project, Tolu Sadipe , during the  visit of  
Ousmane Dore to the government house  in Ibadan , Oyo State.

L-R: Yetunde Oni; Acting Director-General, National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC), Nkem Okeke; Deputy Governor of Anambra, Isaac Adewole; Minister of Health, 
and  Jude Nwokike, Director, United States Pharmacopeia Convention (USP), during the presentation 
of iso/iec 17025:2005 accreditation certificate to NAFDAC’s Zonal Laboratory at Agulu in Anambra. NAN

L-R: Sani Lokoja; Assistant Director, National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), Onimode Ban-
dele, Representative of the Director General, NEMA, and Abike Dabiri-Erewa, Senior Special Assistant 
(SSA) on Foreign Affairs and Diaspora, during the visit of NEMA Director  to the SSA in Abuja. NAN

L-R: Austin Omoigberale, President-Elect, Pediatric Association of Nigeria, Ngozi Ibeziako, President,  
Pediatric Association of Nigeria, and Agozie Ubesie Secretary, Pediatric Association of Nigeria, , during 
a News Conference on the 48th AGM and Scientific Conference in Kaduna. NAN 

L-R: Shehu Ahmed; Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and  Rural Development, Audu Ogbeh, 
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Torben Gettermann, Danish Ambassador to Nigeria, 
and Heineken Lokpobiri, Minister of State for Agriculture and  Rural Development, during the 
Ambassador’s visit to the Ministry in Abuja. NAN

L-R: Ngozi Amadikwa, Chief Marketing Officer, Union Bank, Ughelli branch and team with HRM Ovie 
Ogoni-Oghoro I, Ohworode of Olomu Kingdom, Ughelli at the monarch’s 100th year birthday celebra-
tion held recently in Delta State.



Cover

Businesses that can burn 
your fingers in 2017

A
s economic hard times 
continue to bite, many 
Nigerians are looking 
for alternative sources 
of income.

As such, they are looking for 
where to invest their savings so 
that they can navigate through the 
recession.

Similarly, those already in some 
businesses that are no longer moving 
are looking for more lucrative busi-
nesses. As you search out for where 
to put your money in 2017, here are a 
few places that you should be careful 
about if you do not want to get your 
fingers burnt.

 Ponzi schemes
 Ponzi schemes are clearly a no-

no for anyone with investible fund 
– not in 2017, not ever. The simple 
reason is that a Ponzi scheme is not 
an investment and is therefore, not 
sustainable.

A Ponzi scheme or a Ponzi game, 
according to Wikipedia, is a fraudu-
lent investment operation where the 
operator, an individual or organisa-
tion, pays returns to its investors 
from new capital paid to the opera-
tors by new investors, rather than 
from profit earned through legiti-
mate sources.

Put simply, a Ponzi scheme 
amounts to robbing Peter to pay 
Paul. “A classic Ponzi scheme is built 
on treachery and lies,” according to 
one source.

Prominent Ponzi schemes in Ni-
geria include MMM Nigeria (nigeria-
mmm.net), Get Help Worldwide 
(gethelpworldwide.com), Crowd 
Rising (crowdrising.net), Icharity 
(icharity.club), Givers Forum (givers-
forum.net), Zar fund (zarfund.com), 
and Ultimate Cycler (ultimatecycler.
com). Most of them promised return 
on investment in excess of 30 percent 
after one month. But many Nigeri-
ans who subscribed to this scheme, 
despite regulatory warning, have 
got their fingers burnt while those 
who entered early enough may have 
gained.

 Heavy manufacturing
 It is true that federal and state 

governments are slowly shifting 
attention to manufacturing. How-
ever, BDSUNDAY has observed that 
many of their programmes are tilted 
towards light manufacturing.

The Business Dictionary defines 
light manufacturing as a type of 
manufacturing characterised by less 
capital-intensive and more-intensive 
operations. Products made by light 
manufacturers are targeted at con-
sumers directly. Light manufacturers 
include confectioners, bakers, food 
and beverages, among others. As a 
matter of fact, you are indeed advised 
to play in these sectors now.

However, heavy manufacturers 
are producers of capital goods (goods 
used to produce other goods). They 
include steel production, automo-

tive industry, mining and petroleum. 
They require heavy equipment and 
large sums of money to start.

In Nigeria today, steel producers 
that have done contracts for state 
and Federal Governments are owed 
heavily. The Automotive Policy of 
the Nigerian government is in peril 
because of foreign exchange crisis and 
contraction in consumer incomes. So 
this business is discouraged in this 
period.

“Internationally, steel is going 
through a very rough time. Just like 
oil, most of the commodities are in 
all-time low, and steel is in a similar 
situation,” Raj Gupta, chairman of Af-
rican Industries Group, said recently.

 Government-related business
 If you have a business that is 

heavily funded or subsidised by the 
government, then have a re-think. 
Federal and state governments in 
Nigeria today owe many contract-
ing firms because of the dwindling 
revenue base in the economy.

So, it is not advisable to become a 
contractor this year, except if you are 
sure your products will be paid for by 
the government. Raphael Nwaenu-
igwe, a clergyman, told BDSUNDAY 
that doing a business with govern-
ments may appear rosy at a time but 
could easily turn sour once there is a 
change of policy or government.

“You have no particular person to 
hold responsible or blame when that 
happens,” he said.

Luxury goods merchandising
 Clearly, this is not the best time to 

deal in luxury goods and services as 
many pockets are dry.

“During an economic recession, 
small businesses are often hit the 
hardest. Some industries are affected 
more than others, and typically 

luxury services suffer first as both 
business and private customers cut 
back on spending,” writes Tracey 
Sandilands, CEO of MediaWorld 
Toronto, in an article “Effect of Reces-
sion on Small Businesses”.

Dwindling revenues, rising infla-
tion and general economic down-
turn have forced people to prioritise 
their needs. As such, many house-
holds have resorted to buying only 
basic needs or essentials like food 
and other daily needs. Luxury items 
like jewelleries, cars, etc are not top 
on their list of priorities.

“It is not advisable to invest in 
luxury goods at this time. Avoid sell-
ing luxury goods and non-essential 
goods as people are cutting down on 
spending,” said an investment advi-
sor who pleaded anonymity.

BDSUNDAY market research 
shows that some jewellers in many 
markets across Lagos have either 
closed shop or switched to some 
other business due to low patronage.

 Car dealership 
For automobiles particularly, 

the business has been drastically 
affected by foreign exchange scar-
city, weak naira, ban on importation 
through land borders and increased 
tariff, jacking up prices by over 100 
percent.

As such, while brand new cars 
have never been within the reach of 
the average Nigerian worker, fairly-
used cars, popularly called ‘Tokunbo’, 
which used to be affordable, have 
gone completely out of reach of 
many aspiring car owners. Though 
many families may need cars, basi-
cally because of Nigeria’s poor mass 
transit system, they cannot buy at 
this time because of high cost. Deal-
ing in cars at this time, therefore, 

may amount to tying your capital 
down for a long time.

“I don’t think many tokunbo cars 
were sold in Nigeria in 2016. Most 
of the jobs we did in 2016 involved 
change of ownership rather than 
fresh registration,” said Chukwuma 
Osuala, who does car registration 
and documentation in Ikeja, Lagos. 
Though the figures are not read-
ily available, we can wager that 
Nigerian-used cars outsold tokunbo 
cars in 2016.

 Import business
 Many importers in Nigeria have 

been out of business for a long time 
now as access to foreign exchange 
continues to become harder. Import-
ing at high cost and transferring the 
cost to the final consumer may no 
longer work as consumers’ purchas-
ing power has been battered over the 
last few years.

 Lending
 If you are a lender- individual or 

corporate- this may not be the best 
time to lend. This is because when 
there is lull in the economy; people 
may not be able to meet their debt 
obligations owing to uncertainties 
in the economy. Besides, due to 
inflationary pressures, the money 
borrowed may have lost much of its 
value by the time the borrower is due 
to pay back, leading to significant loss 
on the part of the lender.

 Stocks
 This is not as straight-forward as it 

seems. While some analysts say this 
may not be the best time to invest in 
stocks as many company stocks have 
not done well year to date, others 
argue to the contrary.

“The stock market is bearish at the 
moment. We don’t expect any form 
of stimulus. You need a lot of time for 
capital appreciation,” said an invest-
ment analyst who does not want to 
be named.

“The bulk of losses recorded at the 
market was on those investors who 
held stocks for capital appreciation 
as developments around Nigeria’s 
macro economy affected many com-
panies’ earnings with corresponding 
impact on dividend payment. Some 
speculative investors who play short 
term in the market made money 
from stocks,” he said.

Some investors also lost money 
due to low pricing of their stocks, 
while some value stocks attracted in-
flows as evidenced in their year-close 
price against year-open price level.

Some cheap stocks may be ap-
preciating at this time, such as those 
of oil palm produce. This is because 
exchange restrictions on palm oil 
imports have spurred major oil palm 
producers in Nigeria to growth in 
recent times.

Recall that as petrodollars thinned 
out, the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
in August 2015 restricted 41 items 
from access to foreign exchange from 
the official window to ease the pres-
sure on its foreign exchange reserve. 
Palm kernel/palm oil products were 
among these restricted items.
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I have not 
shortchanged Idoma 
people - Ortom

C
o n t ra r y  t o 
speculations 
that Gover-
nor Samuel 
Ortom has 

shortchanged the people 
of Benue South Senato-
rial District, the gover-
nor says he has been fair 
to the people by way of 
appointments and other 
dividends of democracy.

Ortom, who was 
addressing traditional 
rulers and other stake-
holders from the Idoma 
speaking area, said 
some people have been 
spreading falsehood 
that he does not like the 
people.

According to the gov-
ernor, the head of ser-
vice was appointed from 
Benue South along with 
five commissioners, not-
ing that four commis-
sioners were appointed 
from Benue Northeast 
Senatorial District while 
one was appointed from 
Benue Northwest.

The governor ex-
plained that the posi-
tion of head of service 
was the same with that 
of the secretary to the 
state government which 
is being occupied by Tiv, 
adding that fairness and 
equity have been the 
watchwords of his ad-
ministration.

“I did not coerce peo-

ple to vote for me, even as 
people of Zone C did not 
vote for me, I am looking 
at them as part of my 
constituency which is 
the whole state”, the gov-
ernor maintained.

He said those telling 
lies against him should 
know that punishment 
has been spelt out for 
them in the Book of 
Proverbs and assured 
Idoma people that he 
would continue to carry 
them along.

On the traditional in-
stitutions law passed by 
the House of Assembly 
and signed into law, the 
governor said any tradi-
tion that conflicts with 
the law is superseded by 
the chieftaincy law.

He gave the Idoma 
Area Traditional Council, 
those contesting for first 
class positions and other 
stakeholders to conclude 
consultations and end 
the selection processes 
by the end of January 
2017.

The governor further 
directed that the elec-
tion of third class chiefs 
should be concluded by 
the first week of Febru-
ary and made it clear that 
he would not influence 
the selection processes in 
any way because he was 
not interested in any of 
the positions.

While emphasizing 
that any government of-
ficial who interferes with 

President Nana Akufo-Addo of Ghana (Left), and Executive Vice Chairman, Ibru Organisation, Olorogun Oskar 
Ibru, at the Inauguration dinner of President Akufo-Addo in Accra, Ghana, recently.

the selection process in 
Idoma land would be 
sacked, Governor Or-
tom said any contestant 
who uses money would 
fail because that money 
would count against him.

The governor said the 
selection of the Tiv para-
mount ruler and other 
traditional rulers took 
place without rancour 
and maintained that he 
expects the Idoma to 
follow the good example 
shown by Tiv king mak-
ers.

He used the occasion 
to appeal to traditional 
rulers in Idoma land to 
support the state gov-
ernment’s efforts in the 
maintenance of law and 
order and directed that 
security committees 
should be constituted in 
all the local governments 
and wards in the sena-
torial district without 
delay.

Responding to the 
governor’s address, the 
Och’Idoma,  Agabaidu 
Elias Ikoyi Obekpa, said 
some persons have tried 
to blackmail him by say-
ing that some chiefs close 
to him were trying to 
influence the selection 
process.

He said he has never 
influenced the selection 
of any beaded chief in 
Idoma land and advised 
his subjects to clarify is-
sues from him instead of 
spreading falsehood.

Igwilo, West Africa’s first female 
professor of pharmacy, bags UNILAG’s 
‘Distinguished Professor’ award

C
ecilia Ihuoma 
Igwilo,  West 
Africa’s first fe-
male professor 

of pharmacy, has been 
honoured with a ‘Dis-
tinguished Professor’ 
award, by the Univer-
sity of Lagos. It is one of 
the university’s highest 
honours for pedagogical 
excellence. Professor 
Igwilo is one out of the 
four recipients decorat-
ed with this prestigious 
annual award as part of 
activities marking the 
grand finale of the insti-
tution’s 2016 convoca-
tion ceremonies, which 
held Thursday, Janu-
ary 26, 2017 at the Jelili 
Omotola Hall (formerly 
Multipurpose Hall) of 
the university.

The three other re-
cipients of the award are 
Professor Babajide Alo, 
Professor Olukayode 
Amund and Professor 
Jim Unah.

The occasion saw the 
award of postgraduate 
diplomas, Masters and 
Doctor of Philosophy 
degrees to 5,717 gradu-
ating students. Honor-
ary doctorate degrees 
were also conferred on 
the Chancellor of the 
University, His Royal 
Highness, Abubakar Ibn 
Umar El-Kanemi; Shehu 
of Borno; renowned poet 

and playwright, Profes-
sor John Pepper Clark; 
and Professor of Chemi-
cal Engineering, Ayo-
dele Francis Ogunye.

Igwilo, a former Dean, 
School of Pharmacy, 
University of Lagos, is a 
professor of Pharmaceu-
tics and Pharmaceutical 
Technology and fellow 
of the Nigeria Academy 
of Pharmacy and the 
Pharmaceutical Society 
of Nigeria.

Visitor of the Uni-
versity, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, repre-
sented by the Executive 
Secretary, National Uni-
versities Commission 
(NUC), Professor Adamu 
Rasheed, in his address, 
stated that the present 
administration remains 
resolute in strengthen-
ing university education 
in the country. 

He noted that govern-
ment had directed the 
NUC to reinforce its reg-
ulatory mechanism in 
order to ensure greater 
relevance and competi-
tiveness in the Nigerian 
university system. He 
regretted the inability 
of some universities to 
demonstrate adequate 
capacity for fund utilisa-
tion as a result of which 
they are unable to draw 
fund from TETFUND.

In his address at the 

occasion, the Pro Chan-
cellor of the University, 
Professor Jerry Gana, 
urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to endeavour 
to ensure sustainable 
security and peaceful 
co-existence among Ni-
gerians. He noted that 
peace and stability can 
only be promoted in 
the country, if gov-
ernment can show 
courage in correcting 
“some fundamental 
defects in our federal 
system.”

Earlier in an address, 
the Vice Chancellor of 
the University, Professor 
Rahaman Bello, said that 
the University awarded 
diplomas, certificates 
and degrees to a total of 
12,617 students in 2016. 
While commending 
staff and students of the 
institution, he listed few 
developments made in 
the institution since the 
last convocation, which 
include the establish-
ment of the University 
Research and Innova-
tion Office, the ANDI 
Centre of Excellence for 
Malaria Diagnosis; and 
various awards, recog-
nition and donations 
given to the institution, 
its staff and students by 
numerous international 
organisations and phi-
lanthropists.

BArNes AGIrIGI

Abia launches war against 
corruption In schools

T
he Abia State 
government has 
declared war 
against corrup-

tion in the state with a 
charge to the state Min-
istry of Education to in-
clude Anti- corruption 
in the curricula of the 
both Primary and post 
primary schools in the 
state to be taught as a 
subject.

Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu of Abia State de-
clared the war against 
corruption both in the 
state civil service, Local 
government service and 
the Political class while 
unveiling a symbol to 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
lauch the war against 
corruption during the 
Abia State Anti-Corrup-
tion Summit which took 
place at Michael Ok-
para Conference centre, 
Umuahia.

Ikpeazu while speak-
ing during the sum-
mit whose theme was” 
Transparency and Ac-
countability; A Panacea 
to Good Governance 
And sustainable Devel-
opment said Abia joined 
the war against corrup-
tion from the inception 
so as to key into the war 
against corruption pro-
gramme of President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

He said already the 
state government had 
signed Due Process, 

procurement, and fiscal 
responsibility into Law 
while bodies responsible 
for full implementation 
had been put in place.

“From what we have 
seen from the MDAs and 
Local government work-
ers we have all agreed 
to wage the war against 
corruption collectively. 
The ICPC will help us 
in this direction,” said 
Ikpeazu.

Earlier in his speech, 
Ekpo Nta, chairman of 
Independent corrupt 
practices and other re-
lated crimes commis-
sion (ICPC) had urged 
Abia state government 
to institute transparency 
and corruption war in its 
MDAs.
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Delta begins war against 
water-borne diseases

D
elta State 
is acquiring 
a statewide 
testing and 
data analy-

sis of water quality, an 
exercise intended to 
wage war against wa-
ter borne diseases. The 
scheme was flagged off 
by the governor, Ifeanyi 
Okowa, last Thursday, 
January 26, 2017. This 
is as the state has also 
launched a five-year 
football development 
scheme to produce fu-
ture soccer stars that 
once made old Bendel a 
Mecca of sports. 

The flag off ceremo-
ny of Testing and Data 
Analysis of Production 
Water Sources was orga-
nized by the Ministry of 
Water Resources in col-
laboration with Emani 
Global Network Limited 
in Asaba.

Speaking, Okowa said 
the analysis would help 
determine the status 
of the quality of water 
consumed by Deltans. 
He reiterated his admin-
istration’s commitment 

Mercy enoch, Asaba

to catch them young as 
it was done years back.

Speaking in Asaba 
during the inaugura-
tion of the Management 
Board of Delta State 
U-16 Elite League, the 
Executive Chairman of 
the Delta State Sports 
Commission, Tonobok 
Okowa, said that this 
has become necessary 
to stem the slide in our 
performance in football 
in recent times. 

Promasidor to inspire love for 
Mathematics among youths 

A
s part of it stra-
tegic steps to 
boost the love 
for Mathemat-

ics among junior and sec-
ondary school students 
across the country, Pro-
masidor Nigeria Limited 
has kicked off the 2017 
edition of Cowbellpe-
dia Secondary School 
Mathematics TV Quiz 
show to uncover the best 
students in Mathematics.

Olivier Thiry, manag-
ing director, Promasidor 
Nigeria Limited, sponsor 
of the initiative while 
speaking at a press brief-
ing in Lagos, said that al-
though the brand Cow-
bell has been involved 
in the improvement of 
standard of education in 
Nigeria especially Math-
ematics in the last two 
decades, the company 
however, brought all its 
intervention under one 
umbrella, Cowbellpedia, 
last year.

Thiry noted that 

across the globe, invest-
ment in education has 
assumed an entirely 
new frontier that Gov-
ernments and corporate 
organisations have come 
to realise that building 
capacity in STEM cours-
es which Mathematics 
is a key component of, 
represents the driving 
force for development in 
the 21st century.

Ike chukwu Any-
anwu, director, Qual-
ity Assurance, National 
Examination Council, 
NECO, who represented 
the Registrar praised 
Promasidor for the ini-
tiative which he said 
has been of tremendous 
benefits to Mathematics 
education in Nigeria.

The 2016 winners, Ju-
liet Ekoko and Ayoolu-
wa Oguntade also com-
mended Promasidor for 
the opportunity given to 
them to horn their Math-
ematics skill through the 
Cowbellpedia Second-
ary School Mathematics 
TV Quiz Show.

Like in the previous 

editions, the Cowbell-
pedia Secondary School 
Mathematics TV Quiz 
Show is open to students 
in JSS 3 and SSS2 from 10 
- 18 years of age attend-
ing full time Secondary 
Education in both Public 
and Private Schools in 
Nigeria.

While entry into this 
competition is free, con-
testants are required to 
register online or pick up 
a registration form at the 
State Ministry of Educa-
tion offices nationwide.

The competition is 
divided into two Stages; 
Stage 1 Qualifying Writ-
ten Examination and 
Stage 2 TV Quiz Show.

“For the Stage 1, we are 
continuing with the ini-
tiative that we started in 
2016 for Mixed Second-
ary Schools to nominate 
minimum two (2) girls 
for each category to rep-
resent such school. This 
is our own little way 
of encouraging the girl 
child to take interest in 
education especially the 
STEM courses,” he said.

KeLechI eWUZIe

ASAP Tickets integrates flight ticket purchase 
widget on ngeX business directory

N
gEX, a data-
driven mar-
keting solu-
tions company 

that helps businesses 
engage with consumers 
in Nigeria and in the 
Diaspora, has unveiled 
a new Business Widget 
solution.

The new solution 
enables businesses to 
leverage the reach of 
the NgEX business direc-
tory and offers users the 
opportunity to interact 
directly with products 
and services of various 
businesses without leav-
ing the NgEX website. 

“ASAP Tickets and 
NgEX share the same 
mission – to make it 
easy for consumers to 
get what they want at 
the point where they 
are searching for it with-
out taking extra steps,” 
said Akin Alao, business 
development manager, 
NgEX.

“That’s why we in-
tegrated ASAP Tickets 
cheap flights widget to 
create a new immersive 
experience where users 

interact directly with 
ASAP Tickets without 
leaving the NgEX.com 
website. We are closing 
the loop so that ASAP 
Tickets can provide a 
great experience to our 
users all the way from 
search results to ticket 
purchase,” he said.

With the Business 
Widget solution, busi-
nesses integrate their 
APIs with the NgEX 
business  dire ctory 
and their widgets are 
embedded directly on 
business pages in NgEX.
com. This enables us-
ers who visit the page 
and perform actions 
that the business de-
sires, such as book hotel 
rooms, search for flight 
tickets, make appoint-
ments, request infor-
mation or purchase 
products directly. 

The Business Widget 
solution from NgEX of-
fers increased benefits 
for ASAP Tickets and 
other businesses. These 
include lead generation, 
as businesses can now 
get information directly 

from users who indicate 
interest in their product 
or service; enhanced 
branding, whereby busi-
nesses can brand their 
widget with their cor-
porate colours and/or 
logos; customizable, fast 
and easy setup, whereby 
businesses can quickly 
customize the widget 
and create widgets for 
any type of activity, and 
priority placement, in 
which businesses can 
choose categories or spe-
cific pages where they 
want their widgets to be 
displayed.

NgEX’s ASAP Tick-
ets integration makes 
searching for cheap 
flight tickets, to and 
from Nigeria, more con-
venient and creates an 
incentive for users to 
patronize ASAP Tickets 
instead of a competitor. 
Users no longer have to 
take additional steps af-
ter they have seen what 
they are interested in. 
Once they see what they 
want, they can express 
their interest by taking 
action immediately

to provide sustainable 
water scheme for Delt-
ans to ensure a healthy 
living for all.

According to him, 
“it is a known fact that 
over 60percent of Delt-
ans depends on ground 
water (boreholes) whose 
quality may not be quite 
safe for domestic, indus-
trial or agricultural uses; 
this is because many 
chemical components 
and disease causing or-
ganism are found in 
boreholes”, adding that 
“these harmful effects 
could result in diseases 
such as cancer, infertil-
ity among others.”

“The state govern-
ment cannot afford 
to ignore the obvious 
health implications of 
the consumption of 
unwholesome water 
by its people and the 
resultant bills our citi-
zens spend on water 
borne diseases, hence 
the state wide water 
testing and analysis 
programme will help to 
determine the status of 
the quality of our water 
sources, particularly of 
boreholes which most 
of us now depend on” 
he said.

In a welcome address, 
the Commissioner for 
Water Resources,  Fidelis 
Tilije explained that the 
programme was intend-
ed to wage war against 
water borne diseases 
in the state for a bet-
ter health condition of 
Deltans.

He said the analysis 
is to provide a compre-
hensive water policy 
in the state, stating that 
“The governor directed 

that a Delta State Water 
and Sanitation Policy 
be put in place and the 
bill is before the State 
House of Assembly to 
be passed into law, all 
these is to ensure that 
we have good health in 
the state.”

The CEO of Emani 
Global Network Limit-
ed, Emmanuel Osiegbu, 
opined that the need to 
test the water we use 
was critical in order to 

help reduce the rate of 
water borne diseases 
among our people “ l 
believe that a healthy 
nation is a productive 
nation and Delta State 
is one of the states in 
this nation that has em-
barked on this policy.”

Meanwhile, the state 
government has ap-
proved a five-year foot-
ball development pro-
gramme aimed at going 
back to the grassroots 

L-R: Olivier Thiry, managing director, Promasidor Nigeria Limited; Ayooluwa Oguntade, winner, senior category, 2016 Cowbellpedia Mathematics TV 
Quiz Show; Juliet Ekoko, winner, junior category, 2016 Cowbellpedia Mathematics TV Quiz Show and Ikechukwu Anyanwu, director, Quality Assur-
ance, National Examination Council, NECO at the 2017 Cowbellpedia Mathematics TV Quiz Show press briefing in Lagos.
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Edo Prison Service Command 
embarks on physical exercise

R
egular physical 
exercises accord-
ing to medical 
practit ioners 

keep one away from hos-
pital and drugs. But for 
the Edo State Command 
of the Nigeria Prison Ser-
vice exercise among oth-
ers make its personnel 
mentally and physical 
alert in the discharge of 
its responsibility of safe 
and humane custody of 
inmates.

In line with these 
responsibilities that of-
ficers and men of the 
command expanded the 
scope of its physical ex-
ercise away from the 
command’s premises to 
major roads within the 
Government Reserva-
tion Areas.

The Public Relations 
Officer of the command, 
Aminu Suleiman who 
spoke on behalf of the 
State Comptroller, Osay-
ande Amadin after the 
exercise said it included 
embarking on some ki-
lometers of jogging, drill-

ing, road and foot walks 
to major roads in GRA 
axis of Benin metropolis.

“The prison is fully 
aware that our primary 
responsibility is safe and 
humane custody of in-
mates. We are making 
serious efforts to ensure 
that the lives and prop-
erties of the inmates and 
that of staff are protected 
and guaranteed at all 
times. It is this respect 
that in the prison yard 
the inmates are taken 
through exercises in the 
evening where they 
are meant to exercise 
themselves especially 
the serving prisoners 
themselves to take part 
in sporting activities.

“Before now we usu-
ally have physical ex-
ercise within the state 
headquarters premises 
and other sporting activ-
ities which is every last 
Friday of the month. But 
the present Comptrol-
ler of Prison, Edo State 
command, Osayande 
Amadin graciously ap-
proved that we should 
expand the exercise and 
drill so that we will get 
more benefit of it.

Journalists advised on 
regular health assessment

J
ournalists in the 
country, espe-
cially those op-
erating in Rivers 
State, have been 

strongly advised to 
undergo regular medi-
cal assessment of their 
health status, given the 
many stress increasing 
conditions around them 
in the country.

 Richard Okoye, chief 
medical director of Save-
A-Life Mission Hospital, 
Port Harcourt, gave the 
advice when he spoke 
on the topic ‘Stress With-
out Borders’ at a one-day 
seminar/ workshop on 
stress management and 
other health-related is-
sues, organised by the 
Rivers State council of 
Nigeria Union of Jour-
nalists (NUJ), in conjunc-
tion with BF Suma In-
ternational, Save-A-Life 
Mission Hospital and 
other partners; listed 
health challenges facing 
most people in the coun-
try, including journalists.

Okoye, who operates 

the Save-A-Life Mission 
with world-class equip-
ment, said work as a 
profession or vocation 
does not increase stress, 
but the attitude towards 
work accentuates stress.

He listed types of 
stress to include: execu-
tive stress, marital stress, 
environmental stress, 
emotional stress, patho-
logical stress, as some 
of the stress-inducing 
conditions in the society.

He particularly called 
on Nigerians (on this side 
of the world), especially 
journalists, to undertake 
what he described as 
regular “stress ECG,” do 
comprehensive health 
assessment and imbibe 
the culture of regular 
medical assessment 
(checkups) to determine 
their health statuses, as 
well as discourage self-
medication.

On his part, Omoni 
Ayo-Tamuno, the state 
chairman of NUJ, Rivers 
State, said journalists in 
Nigeria were particu-
larly exposed to almost 
all the stress-inducing 
conditions, due to the 

nature of their job – dai-
ly meeting with news 
deadlines – amid poor 
remuneration and often 
unfriendly working 
environment.

At the seminar, the 
Rivers State govern-
ment said it has taken 
some proactive mea-
sures towards reducing 
stress in the state’s Civil 
Service through regular 
payment of salaries to 
workers and pension-
ers.

According to Ipalibo 
Harry Banigo, deputy 
governor, a medical doc-
tor, the state govern-
ment was committed 
to the provision of ef-
ficient and affordable 
healthcare services, as 
well as embarking on 
people-oriented proj-
ects as a deliberate ef-
fort to reduce stress 
among the people of 
the State.

Represented by her 
senior special assistant 
on Administration, Gil-
bert Nria, the Deputy 
Governor also decried 
the poor utilisation of 
healthcare facilities pro-

vided by the govern-
ment, due to ignorance 
and unawareness.

Harry-Banigo, who 
disclosed that stress has 
been the silent cause of 
death of many profes-
sionals, including Jour-
nalists, noted that stress 
management has been 
further heightened in 

the country due to the 
present economic reces-
sion. She commended 
the NUJ for taking a 
bold step to sensitise 
its members on stress 
management and other 
related health issues. She 
called on other profes-
sional bodies to emulate 
the good example of the 

NUJ.
Also speaking, the 

Rivers State chairman 
of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), Beatrice 
Itubo, described the sem-
inar as crucial, enjoining 
journalists to spice-up 
their stories with health 
issues in their reportage 
of events.

BEN EGUZOZIE

Experts urge women to leverage on 
social media for personal development

N
igerian wom-
en and girls 
h ave  b e e n 
charge d to 

effectively utilise po-
tentials in social media 
to improve themselves 
and as well develop 
their businesses with 
technology.

Ezinne Ikejiani, facili-
tator and founder of Af-
rican Female Entrepre-
neur, stated this while 
addressing participants 
at a one-day leadership 
workshop organised 
by Hope for Girls and 
Women Foundation 
HOGWOF in collabora-
tion with AFEntrepre-
neurs.

T h e  w o r k s h o p , 
which was tagged ‘Le-
veraging the use of 
Technology for your 
Business/Career’ held 
recently at Obbo Road, 
Ilorin,  Kwara State, was 
attended by women 
and students within the 
state  capital.

According to Ikejiani, 
a chartered accountant, 
who is passionate about 
empowering women 
through internet, said 
African Female En-
trepreneur was estab-
lished 2012 in London to 
change lives of women 
in society through  In-
formation Technology.

She said social media 
can never be separat-
ed from people thus; it 
should be well utilised 
to influence members 
of audience to grow big 
in their businesses.

“I started training and 
dealing with empow-
ering women online 
and offline to leverage 
internet for growing 
their businesses tech-
nologically to spread 
knowledge, because I 
want more women in 
leadership,” she said.

“The major challenge 
is technology. Abroad, 
you can pay for data and 
have unlimited access to 
internet. But in Nigeria 
to get adequate data is 

a problem. So, my plan 
is to set up an IT hall in 
Lagos where we have 
computers with inter-
net connection, women 
can come in and learn 
how to use computer 
for social business and 
it is going to be free so 
that more women can 
be empowered,” Ikejiani 
further said.

T h e  i n s t r u c t o r 
stressed that apart from 
being working class or 
career mothers, there is 
still need for exhibiting 
it through Information 
Technology, saying, it is 
by so doing that people 
from far away will get to 
know and more income 
will penetrate.

“Social media include: 
Facebook, Instagram, 
imo, twitter, linked-in, 
adobe and the rest are 
very useful for business. 
Our girls and women 
have to follow these by 
growing their influence 
through it in that, with-
out it, one is shortchang-
ing oneself.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

L-R: Yaw Nsarkoh, managing director, Unilever Nigeria; Hajia Aisha El-Rufai, wife of Kaduna State governor; Nasir El-
Rufai, governor, Kaduna State, and Bruno Witvoet, president, Unilever Africa, during a courtesy visit by Bruno Witvoet 
to the Kaduna State governor, recently. 

…as RSG says salary payment reduces stress

“Using social media 
as channel to develop 
business must be con-
nected strategically, up-
dated, consistent, cau-
tious and rightly used 
by considering which 
one is best for a particu-
lar product or work so 
as to build impact and 
attain effective result,” 
she explained.

Earlier, Abdul-Ha-
meed Alli, chairman, 
Ilorin West Local Gov-
ernment, implored par-
ticipants to be focused, 
reflect on knowledge 
acquired in future just as 
he expressed readiness 
to support women.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
BDSUNDAY on the side-
lines of the event, Suku-
rat Adelodun, founder 
of HOGWOF in Nigeria 
said that the foundation 
established 2014 is an 
NGO with special focus 
on girl child and women 
empowerment and that 
it was born out of her 
passion towards impact-
ing lives, positively.

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH
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New NDDC chairman, Victor  Ndoma-Egba, addressing journalists

that these would be fully estab-
lished, if the enabling environ-
ment would be created in the re-
gion, and called on “all the militant 
groups to stop the breaches and 
vandalisation of oil facilities.”

“Their point has long been 
made,” he said. “Now they are 
inflicting injuries and suffering 
on themselves and our already 
hapless and helpless people. They 
should give us a chance to develop.”

The NDDC Chairman stated 
that development cannot occur 
without peace and security and 
called for collective action to 
ensure a more peaceful and se-
cure region. He said: “We cannot 
complain about environmental 
pollution and degradation in the 
region and at the same time engage 
in activities like pipeline vandali-
sation and breaches that not only 
pollute the environment, but also 
shield those who should bear 
responsibility for the sorry state 
of our environment from liability.

“All of us from the region must 
take responsibility for peace and 
security in our own interest and in 
the interest of generations to come. 
All of us must be committed to the 
peace, security and prosperity of 
our region. It is our duty.”

T
he new Chairman of the 
board of the Niger Delta 
Development Commis-
sion, the senior advocate 
of Nigeria, Cross River-

born Victor Ndoma-Egba, has 
lampooned what he termed the 
misdirection of the NDDC over the 
years, saying the Commission had 
failed to bring about development 
and peace.

Instead, he said the oil region 
has witnessed more turbulence 
all over the place. BDSUNDAY 
gathered that oil production has 
not only failed to meet targeted 
2.4mbpd but has shrunk to as low 
as one million some times and now 
at a mere 1.45mbpd.

The new governing board 
therefore, reaffirmed its resolve 
to refocus the Commission to its 
original mandate and make it the 
vehicle to bring development and 
peace to the Niger Delta region.

The chairman said this in his re-
marks at the inaugural meeting of 
the board held at the Commission’s 
headquarters in Port Harcourt on 
Thursday, January 26, 2017. He 
regretted that the Niger Delta Re-
gional Development Master Plan 
meant to accelerate the develop-
ment of this hitherto turbulent 
and underdeveloped region has so 
far failed to achieve that objective. 
Rather, he said, “the region has 
become even more turbulent and 
more underdeveloped than when 
the Master Plan was launched, 
clearly because the Master Plan 
was abandoned after all the fan-
fare that attended its launching 
in 2007.”

The chairman said: “The Com-
mission lost its focus as a develop-
ment commission or agency and 
has rather acquired the reputation, 
rightly or wrongly, of a contract 
awarding factory or machine, 
delivering little impactful develop-
ment to the region. 

“We are coming on board at a 
very challenging time. The public 
image of the Commission is not ed-
ifying.  The militancy, restlessness 
and lack of development are most 
unnerving.  We must rebrand the 
Commission and change the public 
perception of it as a slush fund and 
this we must do through our hon-
est work and single minded focus 
and discipline.”

Ndoma-Egba stressed the need 
to reform the processes of the 
Commission, adding that things 
must be done differently if differ-
ent results must be achieved. He 
added: “We must see our appoint-
ments as a life time opportunity 
to make a real difference in the 
lives of the ordinary people of the 
region and write our names in 
gold for posterity and not an op-
portunity for our own slice of the 
proverbial national cake or short 
term benefits. We should keep our 
eyes on history.”

He said that the need to make 
the difference was an impera-

tive choice the NDDC board and 
management must make if history 
must judge them fairly; noting that 
how history would judge the Com-
mission was a matter of choice. 

The SAN noted that previous 
interventions in the Region had 
been unremarkable, starting from 
the Niger-Delta Development 
Board (1961 – 1972), Niger-Delta 
River Basin Authority (1972 – 
1983), Oil Minerals producing 
Areas Development Commission 
(1972 – 2000) to the NDDC.

According to the chairman, 
these intervention agencies failed 
for loss of focus, mismanagement, 
inadequate funding, corruption 
and the lack of the appropriate 
will to develop the region. He said 
that though the time for the cur-
rent board was short, it was long 
enough to chart a new path.

Ndoma-Egba stated that the 
Commission must shed weight and 
unnecessary baggage and burdens 
to be effective and transparent. 
He said further: “In keeping with 
Mr. President’s change agenda 
and global best practices we have 
to audit our systems, processes, 
projects, and staff.  The Commis-
sion must be transparent so that 
we can get more support from 

stakeholders and engage the atten-
tion of International Development 
partners.”

“We shall engage constantly 
with stakeholders and ensure that 
all organs of the Commission are 
activated and are functional.  We 
should commit to transparently 
removing all impediments to the 
effective delivery on our mandate, 
and build strong systems and pro-
cesses.  Ours is the very first Board 
under the APC government.  Our 
attitude, policies and programmes 
must reflect the values of the gov-
ernment and party. We are bound 
by the party’s change agenda.”

The chairman said that the 
Commission would remain open 
to suggestions that would facilitate 
its vision and ensure value for 
money spent. “The Board will 
set quarterly targets, milestones, 
benchmarks and responsibilities 
that will form the focus for each 
quarter.  Achieving these targets 
will be the core oversight function 
of the Board committees that will 
be set up soon,” he said.

He assured that the budget 
process of the Commission must be 
stakeholder and end-user driven 
and owned with clear impact as-
sessment. He said further: “We 

shall evolve strategies to enhance 
staff productivity and compensa-
tion.  Staff welfare shall be given 
priority attention.  It will no longer 
be business as usual.  The story in 
the public is that a “Commission” of 
10-15percent is paid by contractors 
to get their payments from the 
Commission.  This is absolutely 
wrong if it is true.  Getting pay-
ments for contractors has become 
an industry by itself.  There is 
no reason why contractors who 
have met conditions for payment 
should not be paid without any 
intervention.” 

Buhari means well for the 
Niger Delta 

The chairman commended 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
for his determination to develop 
the Niger Delta region. He cited 
the increase in the budgets of 
the Ministry of Niger Delta Af-
fairs, the NDDC and the Amnesty 
Programme, the new urgency for 
the completion of the East – West 
Road, the East – West Rail line, 
the Ogoni Cleanup, as well as the 
recent dialogue with leaders from 
the region, and expressed faith “in 
President’s Buhari’s goodwill and 
good faith towards the region.”

Ndoma-Egba expressed hope 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

…Commission to return to original mandate
…New chairman flays past management
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L-R: Zamiyat Abubakar, Dr. Jacob  Jacob, Daniel Okereke, executive director, communications and public relations; and Oluwafunmin-itemi Oluwadare

T
he American University of 
Nigeria (AUN), located in 
Yola, Adamawa State, North 
East geo-political zone of the 
country, has continued to 

emphasise the need for peaceful co-
existence among adherents of the two 
major religions in Nigeria.

Dissatisfied with the rising level of 
religious intolerance in Nigeria, and 
the attendant needless loss of lives, 
students of the Development Univer-
sity have come up with an initiative to 
that effect.

The initiative, which is sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of State and 
Facebook, is of two folds- #IAMaBe-
liever and Beliepedia.

Whereas the #IAmABeliever is tar-
geted at getting people to respect the re-
ligious views of others, the Beliepedia 
on the other hand is a web application 
that uploads verses from the Bible and 
the Quran to see what they say on a 
particular topic.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY, Jacob 
Jacob, dean of School of Arts and Sci-
ences at AUN and coordinator to the 
group, said that the only way to achiev-
ing peace and harmony in the country 
is by consistently disseminating the 
message through the custodians of the 
major religions in the country, since 
Nigerians are closely attached to their 
religious beliefs.

“We cannot ignore the religious 
leaders here because they are incred-
ibly powerful,” Jacob said.

According to him, “As a matter of 
fact, the questionnaires we distributed 
we asked the people ‘what would it 
take for you to change your opinion?’ 
Most people said it will take a religious 
leader for them to change their opinion 
on this and this.”

“Essentially, for us, our intention 
is not so much to change religious 
beliefs, our intention really is to create 
a space for both religions to co-exist,” 
he said, explaining that the essence is 
“for people to look at themselves away 
from their beliefs, to see beliefs as dis-
tinct from their own identities. I’m a 
believer in Allah, in God, in anything 
you believe, but you are also a human 
being, a dad, a brother, a sister, uncle, 
etc. The intention is to create space 
around your belief so that people can 
say their identities are different from 
their religious beliefs.”

Zamiyat Abubakar, a Communica-
tion and Multimedia Design student 
at the university and a member of 
the campaign research team, said: 
“Many of the extremist views rise 
from religious texts and these reli-
gious beliefs are very deeply held 
by Nigerians. Nigerians are very 
religious people and it is based on 
these religious beliefs that people 
derive their extremist views.

“We saw that to counter those 
views by countering those beliefs will 
be impossible and will be met with 
some aggression because people are 
very personal about religion. So we 
decided to go another way, to instead 

How AUN uses social media 
to fight religious extremism

show people that they are more than 
just their beliefs.”

Ms. Abubakar explained that the 
#IAmABeliever campaign aims to 
tell people they are more than their 
beliefs.

“If you are a believer of whoever 
or whatever you choose to believe, if 
you are a believer in Christianity or 
Islam, you are also a friend, you are 
also someone’s mother, someone’s 
neighbour, you are also a teacher you 
are also a brother, you are several dif-
ferent things. All these different parts 
make up your identity.

“So another part of our campaign 
is to encourage people to honour and 
respect the beliefs of others same way 
they honour and respect their own. 
Basically helping people understand 
that everybody has different beliefs. 
But there is no reason for you to not 
be able to honour and respect those 
beliefs even though you might not 
understand them,” she said.

Oluwafunminitemi Oluwadare, 
also a student of Communication and 

Multimedia Design, explained that 
the reason to use online platforms is 
to target the youth population that is 
active online.

“It is mainly online which is an 
excellent tool to reach the youth popu-
lation. We use Facebook, instagram, 
Youtube that are accessible to the 
them,” Oluwadare said.  

The group has since got the buy-in 
of two prominent religious clerics in 
Adamawa State. They are Stephen 
Mamza, Catholic Bishop of Yola Dio-
cese and Dauda Bello, a respected 
Imam in Yola.

Dr. Jacob said that the clerics serve 
as advisers and also vet the contents 
of the Beliepedia before they are 
published. He explained that the Be-
liepedia is a tool created to enhance 
interaction and conversation between 
the Quran and the Bible.

Meanwhile, the campaign has 
recently won for the AUN, the first 
Africa Regional Peer-to-Peer (P2P) 
Challenging Extremism Competition, 
held in Ghana. Thirty-two African 

universities competed.
Team AUN comprising Zamiyat 

Abubakar, Abdulmalik G. Aminu, 
Exploits Nicholas, Hafiz S. Michika, 
and Mohammed Chubado Ahmed– 
a multidisciplinary selection from 
three of AUN’s schools–faced off 
with counterparts from the Uni-
versity for Development Studies, 
Ghana, (UDS) which was the first 
runner-up, and Tunis Business 
School, Tunisia, (TBS) the second 
runner-up.

Congratulating the gallant team, 
President Margee Ensign said: “All of 
us at AUN are so proud of our students, 
and of the faculty who assisted them, 
in winning this important interna-
tional award. The creativity, intel-
ligence, hard work, and vision which 
went into this project, which promotes 
inter-religious understanding and 
tolerance, reflect what is best about 
the American University of Nigeria.  
May we all continue to build a more 
thoughtful, peaceful, and just world 
together”.

…wins continental prize

Zebulon Agomuo

L-R: Jacob Jacob, Exploits Nicholas, Mohammed Ahmed, president Margee Ensign, Zamiyat Abubakar, Hafiz Saleh Michika and Abdulmalik Garba
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In global trade, the insane now run the asylum

A
s far as global trade is 
concerned, it’s a weird, 
new world.

The United States has 
pulled out of the Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP); Russia and 
Saudi Arabia sat across a table and 
agreed on oil output cuts to shore 
up prices without an international 
incident; and China is now defending 
economic globalisation.

It seemed like an eternity ago when 
the United States was calling out 
China for its refusal to join the World 
Trade Organisation and Britain was 
leading the charge for more European 
Union membership.

The reason you should worry is 
that Nigeria’s international trade, 
which has been unbalanced since 
the oldest millennial could define the 
world ‘trade’, is getting worse.

Growing trade imbalance
Nigeria buys virtually everything 

it needs abroad and the countries it 
buys from seem to mostly want only 
Nigeria’s oil.

The total value of Nigeria’s mer-
chandise trade at the end of the third 
quarter 2016 stood at 4,721.9 billion 
while exports stood at 2,308,857.2 
billion.

“The rise in exports this quarter 
reduced the deficit trade balance from 
-484,238.7 billion experienced in the 
previous quarter to -104,144.5 billion,” 
states the report from National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS).

“The crude oil export value stood 
at 1,943,987.0 billion indicating an in-
crease of 458.4 billion or 30.9% against 
the level recorded in Q2,2016,” the 
report further states.

The dilemma is that the era of oil as 
a main export commodity and a major 
revenue earner for a nation is on the 
way out.

According to the World Energy 
Council, peak oil - the point when the 
maximum rate of crude oil extraction 
is reached after which the rate of ex-
traction is expected to begin to decline 
forever – is only 15 years away.

Currently Nigeria is enacting re-
forms in the oil and gas sector designed 
to improve fiscal and regulatory en-
vironment and resolving the intrac-
table Niger Delta situation with scant 
attention to growing trade in other 
commodities.

Diversifying the economy is a fre-
quent rhetoric of government officials 
at public functions, but there is not 
abundant evidence of commitment 
to match words with action.

Lawmakers debating the N7.29 tril-
lion 2017 budget proposal maintained 
that Federal Government’s plan to 
diversify the economy did not get the 
desired attention in the budget.

“We have agriculture and solid 
mineral sectors. They have not been 
addressed well,” said Aliyu Wam-
mako, PDP,  Sokoto.

Meanwhile Enelamah, at an event 
in Lagos on January 26 said that gov-
ernment has left the planning stage 
and is now diversifying the economy 
to insulate it from external shocks and 
increase investors’ confidence.

With a mandate to improve the 
ease of doing business by 60 places 
before 2019, Enelamah said the min-
istry’s strategy is built on implement-

ing Nigeria Industrial Revolution 
Plan (NIRP), providing support for 
Micro Small and Medium Enterprise 
(MSMEs) and support digitisation of 
the economy.

“Short-term headwinds should not 
becloud the fundamentals of a strong 
market, as government is seeking to 
partner private capital to diversify 
the economy,” he said through Toyin 
Adeniyi, a director at the Bank of In-
dustry (BOI).

Globalisation under fire
But as the gale of globalisation 

forces nations to explore economic 
nationalism, Nigeria has demonstrated 
it as prepared to navigate the current 
reality as a ship without a rudder is to 
cross a sea.

Chinese President Xi Jinping in a 
speech at the opening plenary session 
of the 47th World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting Davos-Klosters, 
Switzerland on January 17 said it is 
pointless blaming economic globaliza-
tion for the world’s problems.

“We should recognize that eco-
nomic globalization is a double-edged 
sword. The pitfalls of economic glo-
balization have been laid bare and we 
need to take these seriously,” Jinping 
said.

“Nothing is perfect in the world. 
It is true that economic globalization 
has created new problems. But this is 
no justification to write off economic 
globalization altogether.”

This statement would seem improb-
able two decades ago. Recall that China 
needed fifteen years’ worth of persua-
sion to open up and join the World 
Trade Organization in December 2001.

Now after sixteen years, the rest 
of WTO members play catch up with 
China. It is now the world’s greatest 
exporter and second-biggest importer.

Taking advantage of foreign techni-
cal knowledge, freewheeling labour 
laws and a global market, the Asian 
super power has harnessed the power 
of globalisation to position itself as the 
beautiful bride when global trade is 
concerned.

While globalisation may have its 
pitfalls, its benefits are numerous and 
as demonstrated in the case of China,  it 

holds the key to phenomenal growth.
The World Trade Organisation is 

now cautioning against protection-
ist policies saying that it spells grave 
danger for global trade.

Roberto Azevêdo, WTO Director-
General, in remarks made at Davos, 
Switzerland said that attacking trade 
won’t reverse increasing rate of job loss 
due to globalisation.

“I have heard a lot of talk about 
protectionism and trade wars, that it 
would destroy jobs, not create them. I 
am urging everyone to show caution 
and leadership. We must avoid talking 
ourselves into a crisis.”

The appeal seems to matter little 
to this that matter the most. Donald 
Trump, United States, President on 
January 25, withdrew the country 
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement and Britain has voted to 
exit the European Union.

This month, Nigeria ratified the 
World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) 
trade facilitation agreement be-
coming the 107th WTO member 
to do so.

The Trade Facilitation Agreement 
contains provisions for expediting the 
movement, release and clearance of 
goods, including goods in transit.

It also sets out measures for effective 
cooperation between customs and 
other appropriate authorities on trade 
facilitation and customs compliance 
issues. It further contains provisions 
for technical assistance and capacity 
building in this area.

A Trade Facilitation Agreement 
Facility (TFAF) was also created at 
the request of developing and least-
developed country members to help 
ensure that they receive the assistance 
needed to reap the full benefits of the 
TFA and to support the ultimate goal

Besides Nigeria, other African 
countries that have approved the 
TFA are; Botswana, Niger, Togo, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Kenya, Zambia, Lesotho, Mali, 
Senegal, Swaziland, Gabon, Ghana and 
Mozambique.

Nigeria’s instrument of acceptance 
was submitted to the WTO on January 
20 by Okechukwu Enelamah, Minis-
ter for Industry, Trade and Investment, 

when he met with Director-General 
Roberto Azevêdo in Davos to mark the 
handover of the document.

“Nigeria’s ratification of the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement is a reflection 
of our commitment to the WTO and 
a rules-based economy. It is evidence 
of President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
commitment to rapidly implement his 
presidential initiative on the creation 
of an enabling environment for busi-
ness,” Enelamah said.

“Nigeria would like to see a strength-
ened WTO that reflects the develop-
ment principles of developing coun-
tries like Nigeria and we praise the 
effectiveness of DG Azevêdo in this 
regard.”

According to a 2015 study carried 
out by WTO economists, full imple-
mentation of the TFA would reduce 
members’ trade costs by an average of 
14.3 per cent, with developing coun-
tries having the most to gain.

However, the Federal govern-
ment can take advantage of this by 
encouraging investments untapped 
areas like agro-allied processing 
and agricultural products storage, 
education and human capital de-
velopment and electronic payment 
platforms.

Experts say these sectors represents 
new investment frontiers aided by 
growth in technology, government’s 
keen interest to drive growth in their 
value chains, relative ease of securing 
private capital and a yawning supply 
gap.

With unemployment rate at about 
13 percent and underemployment rate 
of 19 percent, for over 61million Nigeri-
ans without gainful employment, this 
has become a crucial decision.

Doyin Salami, economist and fac-
ulty member at the Lagos Business 
School, in a presentation in an eco-
nomic summit in Lagos on January 
26, said Nigeria’s current economic 
recession masks opportunities for 
discerning investors.

“These e are emerging opportunities 
in the economy and the sectors that 
will continue to thrive despite the cur-
rent recession are the biggest sectors, 
fastest growing sectors, those sectors 
that are the best recipient of capital 
either debt or equity and those sectors 
that are the resilient,” he said.

John Obaro, CEO of SystemSpecs, 
said government’s drive towards 
digitising the economy signifies op-
portunities to advance technological 
knowledge in areas that will solve 
practical problems for in Nigeria.

However macroeconomic chal-
lenges still pose a threat. Nigeria’s 
inflation rate rose above 18 percent in 
December even as prices of basic com-
modities soared by over 50 percent.

Inefficient exchange rate manage-
ment has seen over about eleven 
different exchange rates providing 
inefficiencies and “opportunities for 
bad behaviour”, according to Salami.

“The solution is implementing fully 
the Monetary Policy decisions reached 
last year to liberalise the foreign ex-
change market,” he said.

Salami said the guidelines were in 
place and the market started but be-
cause of the acute problems of the sup-
ply side, Nigeria has not implemented 
the framework as articulated.

In a new world where protectionism seems to be the new normal, Nigeria has 
to work twice as hard not to be left behind, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU
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Of BBOG, Sambisa and the 
missing Malaysia MH370
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I
t is cheering that government 
and the Bring Back Our Girls 
advocacy group are finally on 
the same page. Of course, the 
kidnap of the school girls at 

Chibok was, and remains, an open 
sore on the psyche of the nation. It 
wasn’t just a slap on our face, a poke 
on our nose and a twist of our ears by 
the irritant and ideology barren Boko 
Haram group, the kidnap of the school 
girls and the failure of government to 
secure their complete release after 
three years in captivity is a thumb 
down on our pride as a people.

There is no doubt that the Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari-led admin-
istration has given a very good shot 
at the effort to recover the girls. The 
intensity of the military campaign 
that has seen the rescue of thousands 
of hostages – women and children – 
freed from the claws of the dreaded 
terror group upon the decapitation 
of the fighting ability of Boko Haram 
insurgents give credit to the wonder-
ful job that the Nigerian troops have 
been doing since the inauguration of 
the Buhari presidency.

Desirable as the rescue of the kid-
napped school girls of Chibok is, we 
must not make the mistake of making 
their release the only condition for 
victory in the war against the Boko 
Haram sect. For if we did so, Boko 
Haram would have sufficiently suc-
ceeded in capturing our minds and, 
if care is not taken, we will forever 
remain victims of their obnoxious 
terror campaign.

The axiom that defeat or victory in 
warfare is the perception the human 
mind adopts between the two, should 
be a guide to how we can successfully 
finish the war on Boko Haram.

By calling on the leaders of the 
BBOG for a combined search of the 
Sambisa forest in finding the missing 
school girls, government has made a 
loud statement to the effect that it is 
not opposed to the agitations of the 
BBOG and that finding the missing 
girls is a top priority of government. 
For the BBOG on the other hand, 
the search will afford the group the 
opportunity to assess and quantify 
the extent of work done so far by the 
gallant men of the Nigerian Armed 
Forces to rid the North-East of the 
vestiges of terrorism.

But while we pray that the search 
of the Sambisa forest comes out with 
a positive result, we must also not lose 
consciousness of the binary nature of 
the outcome of any such search: luck 

Focus

BABAJIDE BALOGUN

in the Indian Ocean – its only likely 
crash site – announced the decision to 
suspend the search after nearly three 
years of unsuccessful find. The search 
took place on an expansive 120,000 
square kilometres of the ocean floor 
- a search site similar in size to the 
expansive Sambisa forest. The MH370 
passenger plane carrying 239 pas-
sengers and crew disappeared on 
March 8, 2014 – the same year of the 
Chibok girls kidnap – while travelling 
between Kuala Lumpur and Beijing.

The ABC News reports that, “In 
a joint statement, the Australian, 
Malaysian and Chinese govern-
ments said the decision to abandon 
the search was not taken lightly, or 
without sadness.

“Despite every effort using the 
best science available, cutting-edge 
technology, as well as modelling and 
advice from highly skilled profes-
sionals who are the best in their field, 
unfortunately, the search has not 
been able to locate the aircraft,” the 
statement said.

Balogun writes from Ibafo, Ogun 
State

or no luck.
If the search team is lucky, the 

whole of the country will be proud 
and happy for it; if the outcome is 
to the contrary, we must also have 
the courage to brace up and move 
forward with the larger picture of 
annihilating Boko Haram and other 

terror agents from our geographical 
space.

Although it could be a tough breath 
to take for us to draw the curtain on 
the search, more so for the parents, 
relatives and friends of the missing 
girls, it is important that we do not 
allow Boko Haram take victory in the 
mind war. Perhaps when we refuse 
to be ensnared into its game plan of 
using the girls as ransom, Boko Haram 
might lose its guards on its hostages 
and at that point it becomes easier for 
governments and civil rights groups 
to sniff the trail of the hostage hide-
out and secure freedom for the girls.

And even at that, the hope of find-
ing these girls isn’t forlorn for as many 
of them that are still alive. One day, 
Boko Haram will be crushed com-
pletely and the girls will be freed from 
the claws of their captives no matter 
how long it takes.

The same hope, however, is not 
there for families and friends of the 
missing Malaysia MH370 passengers.

Just on Tuesday, January 17, au-
thorities finding the missing aircraft 

Desirable as the rescue 
of the kidnapped school 

girls of Chibok is, we must 
not make the mistake of 
making their release the 

only condition for victory 
in the war against the Boko 

Haram sect
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LiveWIRE scheme that has trained 
over 7,000 indigenes and funded most 
of their businesses as specialist entre-
preneurs, etc. This era has however 
also marked a divestment practice of 
selling many of their onshore wells 
and moving deeper offshore with the 
Bonga experiment. 

IGR and economic boost 
As Shell moved to Port Harcourt, 

it dragged along many multinational 
and national oil servicing companies 
and professional firms that have to 
do businesses with Shell on a regular 
basis. Shell and the flocking companies 
pay income tax to the state govern-
ment. They also transact different 
forms of businesses that expand the 
employment market and create more 
income tax as well as boost sales 
tax. They engage dozens of contract 
firms that employ to serve Shell. The 
company engaged many hotels and 
other facilities where they lodged their 
guests and organised events. This sec-
tor blossomed too.

This boosted the Internally Gen-
erated Revenue (IGR) of Rivers State 
to high heavens. Whereas the state 
hovered around N2.5billion before 
this period, the state’s IGR blossomed 
to as high as N10bn in some months 
but averaged N7billion per month. 
This was supported by the ability of 
the state government to persuade the 
NLNG (also controlled by Shell) to join 
in coming over to Port Harcourt in 2011.

BDSUNDAY gathered that of such 
high level revenue in the state, the 
about 50,000 public sector employ-
ment (government workers) are said 
to contribute an average of a mere 
N400million per month, meaning 
that all the billions are from the private 
sector and mostly from the oil giants. 
The state admitted that it grossed an 
average of N10billion per month in 
2016 and plans to collect about N15bil-
lion per month or N170billion in 2017.

Experts say should Shell pull out 
and NLNG makes good its warning 
to move out of Rivers State (in the 
face of ceaseless violence and political 
instability marked by endless elections 
and violent rhetoric), it would trigger 
a mass exodus of businesses and likely 
crash of the state’s revenue base. This is 
at a time Lagos is said to daily improve 
its business environment rating while 
Ogun State is striving to outdo Lagos, 
thereby creating an inviting business 
zone. Some have however pointed to 
the exportation (or is it importation) 
of abduction as an evil business into 
Lagos and Ogun axes. This is a child’s 
play compared with militancy and 
cultism that tend to create huge death 
tolls and hue flow of blood in Rivers 
and nearby oil states. 

Who says Shell is about to flee? 
Investigations are going on to trace 

what triggered the relocation panic. 
Every group is tracing it to the petition 
that surfaced on the floor of the Senate 
on January 25, 2017, from Sekibo on 
behalf of the Rivers State government 
(the Attorney-General) but no one 
has seen any statement from Shell 
announcing plans to relocate. There 
can however be no smoke without fire.

A political source said it would not 
be for nothing that the state govern-
ment would initiate a petition on the 
floor of the senate to stop Shell. The 
source said the opposition leaders saw 
that the governor would his sources, 
after all, there are top Rivers indigenes 
in the oil companies who could be 
privy to such a decision. “The state gov-
ernment may want to pre-empt the 
action”. Asked why the state CEO did 
not rather engage the Shell Manage-
ment instead of taking political action, 
the source said the government may 
have weighed all the options and may 
have acted on strong advice.

Independent sources told BDSUN-
DAY in the state capital that the chief 
executive of the state himself men-

tioned before a select group of top 
investors that Shell planned to relocate. 
They fear that the speculation may 
have meat. They fretted over the possi-
bility of a spill-over effect. Some groups 
have started summoning meetings to 
discuss the gloomy prospect. 

Floor of the Senate
An online news station, The Cable, 

reported thus; The Rivers State Gov-
ernment has petitioned the senate 
over the “planned relocation” of Shell 
Petroleum Development Company 
of Nigeria (SPDC) headquarters to 
Lagos State.

The attorney-general of Rivers 
state brought a petition through 
George Sekibo, a senator from the state, 
to the upper legislative chamber, on the 
matter last Wednesday.

Sekibo said the petitioner is praying 
the senate to investigate why the oil 
major wants to leave the state, which 
he said is the capital of oil-producing 
states, for Lagos.

He said Shell’s planned action 
might spark off a security crisis in the 
Niger Delta. “Shell is planning reloca-
tion to Lagos without any crisis in Port 
Harcourt,” he said.

“If they relocate now, it will cause 
security problems. So, the petitioner 
is asking that the senate should inter-
vene to know why Shell wants to take 
the action.”

Sekibo laid the petition; and Senate 
President Bukola Saraki referred it to 
the committee on public petitions for 
investigation. 

Opposition pleads, but blames 
Wike 

The opposition in the state cur-
rently led by the Wike’s opponent 
at the governorship elections, who is 
also the Director-General of Nigerian 
Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA), Dakuku Peterside, 
has appealed to the Shell Petroleum 
Development Company (SPDC) not 
to relocate its corporate headquarters 

Is Shell fleeing to Lagos?
- Rivers Govt thinks so, petitions Senate
- Shell: We have no plans to relocate
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

I
s it true that Shell Nigeria is about 
to relocate from Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State, back to Lagos, from 
where it came many years ago?

The speculation has gained 
traction enough to appear on the 
floor of the Nigerian Senate through 
a petition written by the Rivers State 
Government and submitted by a sena-
tor from the state, newly re-elected 
George Sekibo from Okrika area.

The opposition in the state has 
joined the Nyesom Wike government 
to plead with Shell to do a rethink, but 
Shell says it had no such plan. Experts 
seem to ignore the denial but have 
gone ahead to warn that relocation 
would trigger an exodus of multina-
tionals and oil-service companies, an 
action that may crush the revenue 
base of the state. 

History of relocations 
Shell and many oil-related compa-

nies have had a history of moving out 
or into Rivers State since the Nigerian 
Civil war time. Shell was in Port Har-
court to search for oil over the years 
from 1936 (Shell D’Arch) until the dis-
covery of oil in Oloibiri in 1956. It fled 
to Lagos when war came to the Garden 
City, leaving behind their footprints. 
Shell remained in Lagos after the war 
but developed its Residential Area 
(Shell RA) at Rumukwurushi along 
Aba Road as well as their Industrial 
Area (Shell IA) at Rumubiakani back-
ing the end of Trans-Amadi.

Their stay in Lagos did not seem 
to anger the subsequent military ad-
ministrations in Rivers State over the 
years, and the decision seemed wise 
as the Ogoni violent crisis led by Ken 
Saro-Wiwa pushed up much hostility 
for the Anglo-Dutch oil giant. Shell had 
to move out of all of Ogoni four local 
government areas and huddled in Port 
Harcourt while the Ogoni struggle and 
killings lasted.

When democracy returned in 
1999, pressure mounted for the return 
of Shell back to Port Harcourt. The 
demand was made more icy by the 
accusation that Shell never trusted 
a Nigerian to head the corporation 
as managing director. The pressure 
seemed to pay off at about 2007 when 
Shell returned to Port Harcourt and 
also appointed its first Nigerian CEO 
in the person of an oil engineer, Basil 
Omiyi from Delta State. He was to 
be succeeded by Sunmonu and now 
Osagie Osunbor.

This seemed to mark a quiet Nige-
rianisation action that has seem almost 
all sensitive positions in Shell (and over 
95 percent of workforce) go to Nigeri-
ans, followed by the era of Nigerian 
Content that ensures award of at least 
90 percent of all contracts to Nigerians 
often valued at over $1billion per year. 
Shell also discarded its Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) policy which 
allowed its communities to have some 
say in the projects to be executed as 
social corporate responsibility (CSR) 
projects and moved to Global MoU 
(GMoU) which handed all CSR funds 
to well-established community trusts 
to nominate and directly execute and 
report back; with Shell, NGOs and 
State Governments watching at board 
level. It also marked the era of massive 
development projects including cre-
ative scholarship schemes such as C2C, 
post graduate scholarships to the UK, 

from Port Harcourt.
Speaking on the issue, Peterside 

stated that if the petition of Rivers 
State Government against Shell was 
true, then it portends grave conse-
quences for the state that has been 
embroiled in all manner of needless 
controversies due to what he called 
the “reckless statements and actions 
of a governor that seems not to know 
what governance is about.” He said: “It 
took political brinksmanship to bring 
SPDC headquarters to Rivers State.”

Peterside appealed to the Anglo-
Dutch oil giant to have a rethink about 
the planned relocation stating that the 
federal government was making con-
certed efforts to tame insecurity in the 
State. “For long, we warned Governor 
Nyesom Wike that his utterances 
and actions were drawing the state 
backward. We admonished him to rise 
to statesmanship and govern the state 
like a man ready for the job. His actions 
have fuelled unnecessary tension in 
the state, with many people killed.”

He said: “How can the governor 
of the state be raising false alarm 
everyday that there are plans to assas-
sinate him, what kind of message is he 
sending out? Almost on weekly basis, 
Governor Wike is involved in one 
altercation or the other with security 
agencies. Can you now see what his 
actions are bringing to Rivers state?”

The NIMASA boss disclosed that 
he would join hands with relevant 
stakeholders within and outside Riv-
ers State to put pressure on Shell not to 
move its headquarters to Lagos.

Promising to help plead with Shell, 
Peterside said: “Already the Federal 
Government has signed an agreement 
with Italian firm, Eni to refurbish the 
Port Harcourt Refinery. The Lagos-
Calabar rail line will soon come on 
stream. We need all the investments 
we can get so our state can develop.” 

Shell: We have no plans to relocate 
Those willing to believe the reloca-

tion rumour said the failure of Shell to 
issue a statement denial the move since 
Wednesday was evidence enough 
that the smoke had fire.

They recounted the many threats 
facing oil workers; rampant abduc-
tion, total collapse of security in the 
communities, high cost of hiring and 
keeping soldiers to protect oil work-
ers, and apparent lack of freedom to 
move about.

A source close to oil companies said 
their headquarters outside Nigeria 
usually appraise security and other 
factors every year and project the 
future before approving business plans 
and budgets for them. They fear that 
Rivers has consistently posted violent 
records and negative indices that may 
have affected appraisals at interna-
tional levels and funding decisions and 
costs of capital.    

When pressed, however, a media 
officer with Shell said: “The Shell Pe-
troleum Development Company of 
Nigeria Limited (SPDC) has no plans 
to relocate its headquarters”. 

Those reading political meaning 
say it would be bad for the Wike era 
to be marked by exit of Shell (and 
probably NLNG) whereas the era of 
Peter Odili was marked by the reloca-
tion of Shell to Port Harcourt, the era 
of Chibuike Amaechi was marked by 
the relocation NLNG to Port Harcourt.

For now, everyone must have to 
hang on this terse rebuttal.

Osagie Okunbor, MD, Shell
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A
fter decades of dicta-
torial rulership style, 
coups and counter 
coups associated with 
Africa which conse-

quently placed the continent 
behind Europe and America in 
terms of development, recent 
events are showing that West 
African countries may have genu-
inely toeing the path of democratic 
governance.   

The new thinking began in Ni-
geria when on March 28, 2015, the 
then President Goodluck Jonathan 
of the Peoples’ Democratic Party 
(PDP) put a call through to Mu-
hammadu Buhari, his arch rival 
and candidate of the opposition 
All Progressives Congress (APC) to 
congratulate and concede defeat 
several hours before final presi-
dential results were announced.

Prior to the election, both local 
and foreign observers and histori-
ans alike, had predicted bloodbath 
and a possible breakup of Nigeria 
whichever way the electoral result 
went, a forecast based on the hate 
speeches on both sides and the 
aftermath of the 2011 presiden-
tial election that involved both 
candidates.      

Then, on Friday, December 9, 
2016, Ghana, another West Afri-
can country, achieved related feat 
when the Electoral Commission of 
Ghana declared Nana Akufo-Addo 
of opposition New Patriotic Party 
(NPP) the winner of the presiden-
tial election ahead of incumbent 
John Mahama of the National 
Democratic Congress (NDC); with 
the former’s supporters dancing 
in the streets and setting off fire-
works late into the night.

The Gambian temptation
Although, Yahya Jammeh, a 

former army colonel who came to 
power during a 1994 military coup 
when he was 29 years and has 
been ruling the Islamic Republic 
of Gambia with an iron fist put up 
a little resistance to give up power 
when he was defeated in Decem-
ber last year’s presidential poll by 
opposition’s Adama Barrow, but 
the Economic Community of West 
Africa States (ECOWAS) led by 
Liberia and Nigeria quickly sent 
a warning signal to the elsewhere 
dictator that the region has to 
alternative to democracy.

But in a swift political drama, 
Jammeh who had called his main 
challenger Adama Barrow to ac-
cept defeat and agreed to hand 
power, thus, raising hope for 
a peaceful transfer of power, 
reneged in his promises, claim-
ing that the election was rigged 
against him.  The West African 
country has not had a smooth 
transfer of power since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1965.

With the Gambia plunged into 
political turmoil and ECOWAS and 
international pressure building 
against his change of mind, Jam-
meh declared a state of emergency 
which pundits say would have 
enabled him extend his stay in 
power for a provisional 90 days.

But as January 19, 2017 hando-
ver date approached, ECOWAS 
made it clear that he must step 
down or face forceful ejection, 

with all the unpleasant conse-
quences attached. Troops from 
Nigeria, Senegal and other West 
African countries massed at the 
Senegal/Gambia border, ready to 
move in and remove Jammeh by 
force. After Barrow was sworn-in 
in Senegal as the new President of 
the Gambia, Jammeh vacated the 
office and left the country as well, 
without the shedding of blood. 

West African democracy on 
right path

Bolanle Asimolowo, African 
politics analyst, said the progress 
being witnessed in West Africa’s 
democratic experiment so far is 
commendable and that it has now 
set the pace for others in the entire 
continent to follow.

According to her, Nigeria, as 
leader in ECOWAS, set the ex-
ample of a ruling party conducting 
election and losing to opposition 
for the sub-region in 2015 presi-
dential election when incumbent, 
Goodluck Jonathan, was defeated 
by Muhammadu Buhari, then op-
position candidate, and the former 
calling the latter even before INEC 
could finish announcing the offi-
cial results and congratulated him.

She upheld that the digital me-
dia has played, and still playing a 
major role in the democratic prog-
ress of West Africa because larger 
percent of youths in the continent 
are now demanding accountabil-
ity, which was not the case before 
the advent of the internet.

“Many people now spend more 
time browsing the internet than 
they watch television, since in Ni-
geria for example, power is hardly 
available to watch television. So, 
these youths, once they have data 
on their phone can browse for any 
information. Information they 
say ‘is power’. As a result of this 
digital trend, many youths on the 
continent are now interested in 
what goes on in government; they 
are now asking questions unlike 
before; they can monitor election 

result online before the official 
announcement. The poor is now 
having access to information un-
like before. They now know their 
right. They can now protest and 
bully leaders online. The internet 
has really brought a lot of enlight-
enment. They are more hostile 
now than ever to politicians who 
do not have anything to offer. This 
is a good development that should 
be sustained,” Asimolowo told 
BDSUNDAY.

She further explained that the 
step ECOWAS  in Gambia’s political 
crisis should be emulated by other 
sub-regional bodies in the conti-
nent, saying that the absence of 
such coordinated position could be 
the reason why the likes of Robert 
Mugabe, Africa’s longest serving 
President of Zimbabwe simply 
refused to give up presidential 
power he took in 1987.

“But now that Nigeria is taking 
the lead in removing West African 
leaders who refused to go, it must 
also clean its own house because 
we still have leaders in Nigeria 
with the tendency to remain in 
power as long as they want. We 
must continue to live by example. 
But I am happy that we have made 
progress in the right direction”, 
she said.

Helpless situation averted
Chido Onumah, coordinator, 

African Centre for Media & In-
formation Literacy (ACMIL), said 
although, Jammeh proved a bit 
stubborn in relinquishing power 
after he had conceded defeat 
but later reneged, the situation 
could have been made worst had 
ECOWAS not stepped in before it 
escalates to carnage.

“We can second guess our-
selves because we don’t really 
know exactly what could have 
happened but we know definitely 
there would have been trouble. 
Ordinary Gambians who are 
tired of Yahya Jammeh would 
have protested on the streets and 

no one knows where that would 
have taken Gambia to. If he hadn’t 
reneged in his concession, there 
would not have been any need 
for ECOWAS troop mobilisation. I 
hope that those who are planning 
something like what Jammeh did 
would have learnt their lesson. If 
ECOWAS didn’t intervene Gambia 
would not be as it is today. There 
would have been trouble in Gam-
bia that would have affected the 
region,” he said in an interview 
with BD SUNDAY.

According to him, West Afri-
can leaders appear to have learnt 
from past political upheavals in 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, and thus, 
quickly move to forestall a crisis 
capable of affecting the sub-region 
both economically and socially.

“I believe that what is happen-
ing in West Africa in terms of 
entrenchment of democracy can 
be replicated across the continent. 
But I am still waiting to see how 
all of these translate into a mean-
ingful life for the people of the 
continent. In any case, the political 
development of ECOWAS should 
be commended. It is something 
we need to encourage. It is only on 
the basis of peace that one could 
talk about development. That is 
the challenge that we have as a 
people. I keep telling people that 
the problem of Nigeria is political, 
not economical. If we get our poli-
tics right, every other thing will be 
added unto us,” he said. 

He further explained that in 
the Nigerian example, a lot of peo-
ple who voted for the APC govern-
ment would have been having a 
bias mind against the government, 
and thus, would be considering 
voting it out, since things have 
not been rosy since the party took 
power at the central.

“But whatever it is, election is 
every four years, and in Nigeria’s 
case, Nigerians have to wait for 
the next two years to decide their 
future again through the ballot 

ECOWAS lights up Africa’s democratic path  

box. Hopefully, there may be other 
alternatives to provide the kind of 
leadership that will take us beyond 
where we are right now.    

“What we have like in Zimba-
bwe, where Mugabe has remained 
in power since the 1980s and East 
Africa where Yoweri Museveni 
of Uganda has remained in power 
since 1980 started like this. Of 
course, we have leaders with dic-
tatorial tendencies in West Africa, 
but nothing as close as what we 
have in the Gambia where there 
was an election that was lost and 
won. Even the president came 
out to congratulate his opponent 
who won the election. Other sub-
regions of the continent are yet to 
face the experience of the West. 
That contributed to how ECOWAS 
came out with one voice”, he said.

Onumah noted that why it ap-
pears ECOWAS had a mandate in 
the Gambian experience was that 
the situation created by Yahya 
Jammeh was not too unpalatable, 
since he even presided over an 
election, arguing that ECOWAS 
would not have been able to do 
much had he attempted using the 
parliament to extend his stay in 
office.

“There would have been very 
little ECOWAS can do under such 
circumstance to organise elec-
tion if he had decided to use the 
parliament to change the consti-
tution. ECOWAS wouldn’t have 
attempted to intervene in the first 
place because that would have led 
to a larger war which ECOWAS 
cannot afford. Even if he had 
cancelled the election for alleged 
irregularities despite the submis-
sion of observers, ECOWAS would 
not have found easy way around 
it. But this was a clear case of an 
election conducted, the president 
accepted defeat, congratulated 
the winner, only to turn around 
and say there was rigging. He cre-
ated the opportunity that brought 
ECOWAS in”, he upheld.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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O
ne of the promises made by this 
administration is to industri-
alise the state; so far, do you see 
that dream come to fruition?

 
No nation or city ever woke 

up one morning and became industrialised. 
Industrialisation is not a one-day affair; it is a 
process that crystallises over time especially in 
a country like ours where most of the instru-
ments you need to reach your goals are still 
controlled by the Federal Government. The 
good news however, is that we are beginning 
to see visible signs of the state moving towards 
realising its industralisation goals. As we speak, 
the pencil factory has rolled out its first set of 
pencils and crayons, the toothpick factory has 
also rolled out its first set of toothpicks; even 
the paint factory has received a new lease of 
life. Plans for the coconut refinery are fully in 
focus with the activation of the two million 
coconut plantation.  

One of the major projects of the present 
administration is the Ibaka Deep Seaport; but in 
the presentation of 2017 budget nothing was said 
about the project, what is your take on it? 

Permit me to start by saying the project is The 
Ibom Deep Seaport Project and not Ibaka Deep 
Seaport. It is a Federal Government of Nigeria 
project through the Nigeria Ports Authority in 
partnership with Akwa Ibom State Government 
and private investors.  The Ibom Deep Seaport 
is part of the Federal Ministry of Transportation 
(FMoT) plans to augment port capacity in Nigeria 
and a key component of Akwa Ibom’s economic 
empowerment plans. The project has the full 
support of the Akwa Ibom State Government, 
the Federal Government through the Federal 
Ministry of Transportation and the Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA).   The Ibom Deep Seaport will 
undergo a phased development and all plans are 
firmly on track. 

Let us return to the Ministry of Information 
where you are the boss, presently; how do you 
hope to incorporate government information 
machinery to be more proactive, and we have 
two important parastatals under you- The Pio-
neer and Akwa Ibom Broadcasting Corporation 
(AKBC)- both of them are wobbling, how do you 
hope to strengthen  them? 

The issues with these two components of 
government information machinery are deeply 
rooted but all hands are on deck to get them func-
tioning properly. Governor Udom Emmanuel has 
mandated my Ministry to explore all possibilities 
of injecting a new lease of life into these parastat-
als and ensure they function as ‘proper business 
entities’. There is a plan to reorganise the editorial, 
production and marketing mechanism of the pio-
neer newspaper. Recall that a few years ago, the 
pioneer newspaper acquired a full complement of 
a Goss web printing machine, however it has so far 
not been put use due to technical and operational 
reasons. Everything is currently being done to get 
the machine working. Digitalisation of the AKBC is 
a front burner issue. Efforts will also be focused on 
content improvement. But, against the backdrop 
of the wave of lean economic times sweeping 
through the country, I must admit that it will take 
a little bit of time to see visible turn-around signs. 

Suddenly we are beginning to witness series 
of endorsements for the governor to go in for 
second term from political groups around the 
state, is it stage-managed, is it a distraction, or is it 
actually an accolade for a job well done? 

If you followed the career trajectory of the gov-
ernor, you will realise that dotted along his career 
path are signposts of excellence and quantifiable 
achievements.  Here is a man who left the comfort 
of a very well-paying bank job to devote his time 
to serving his people. If you understand the career 
and remuneration trajectory in the banking sector 
you will realise that when you rise to the level of 
being an assistant general manager, through to 
deputy general manager, general manager and 
then executive director of the bank; and not just 
any bank, but a top tier bank in the premier league 

of banks in Nigeria, it means that you can live a 
comfortable life on your earned income.  For the 
governor  to leave that tranquil and guaranteed 
career path, to come and serve Akwa Ibom State, 
it shows that this is a man who passionately wants 
to serve his people; to change the lot of his people, 
to contribute to building his homeland, not for 
personal aggrandisement but because he has 
that inherent passion to serve. Being the devoted 
Christian with impeccable track record of honesty 
and transparency, the word stage-managed does 
exist in his vocabulary.

The wave of acceptance endorsements cur-
rently filing the air waves is a clear reflection of 
the people’s appreciation of the good works and 
achievements of the governor since becoming 
the number one citizen of Akwa Ibom State. I must 
say that Akwa Ibom State is blessed to have a man 
like Governor Udom Emmanuel who despite the 
challenges of the current lean economic times 
and dwindling resources has continued to run 
the affairs of the state effectively. It is significant to 
note that at a time most states are struggling to pay 
salaries of civil servants and pensions; including 
states that benefited from the largesse of Fed-
eral Government bailout funds. Civil servants 
in Akwa Ibom state continue to receive their 
remunerations promptly. Last December, civil 
servants in the state received their salaries and 
leave allowances before Christmas. If you also 
consider that Akwa Ibom did not benefit from 
bailout funds added to the fact that the major 
source of funds for the state has taken a bat-
tering recently, you would realise that it takes 
a selfless leader and an ingenious government 
to sustain the momentum. Today, there is no 
Akwa Ibom child that could say I don’t want 

to go to school because my parents cannot 
afford the fees. Basic Education remains free 
and compulsory for every Akwa Ibom child.

Today, every Akwa Ibom child who quali-
fies to sit for WAEC Exams has his or her exam 
fees fully paid for by the state government. 
Indigent parents no longer have to sell their 
landed properties and other belongings to 
raise funds to pay their children WAEC fees. 
The state spends over N600 million annually 
on WAEC fees for indigenes.

Let me also add that the state government 
also provides free health services for pregnant 
women, children between age 0-5 and the 
aged in general hospitals. It takes an ingenuous 
leader to do that with very lean resources. The 
endorsements are clearly in recognition of the 
achievements of Governor Udom Emmanuel. 
It is only fair that you appreciate someone who 
has done so well. 

Could that be the reason the National 
Secretary of PDP visited the governor to give 
him some kudos? 

Governor Udom Emmanuel clearly de-
serves all the accolades he is getting from 
within and outside the state as evident on his 
scorecard. 

Agriculture has been the bedrock of many 
economies; what actually does this adminis-
tration want to achieve in agriculture? 

Agriculture like industrialisation requires 
a turnaround period; a period where you sow 
before you reap, so it’s almost impossible to 
plant a coconut tree today and expect to reap 
it’s fruits tomorrow. The governor is fully com-
mitted to delivering on his promise of rapid 
agriculture revolution driven by the public-
private initiatives.

With huge investments in this sector, the 
state will soon be the food basket of the na-
tion. So far, 450 youths have been trained on 
special cocoa-based management practices. 
The state has distributed free fertilizers, oil 
palm and cocoa seedlings to farmers as part 
of its agriculture revolution drive. Over 450 
hectares of land is being cultivated in 15 local 
government areas under the Cassava produc-
tion intervention project. Let me also say that 
the state recently participated in Central Bank 
of Nigeria Rice Anchor Borrower’s Schemes, 
with over 4,000 registered rice farmers. The 
two million coconut plantain will soon be a 
major source of revenue and employment. 
In a further demonstration of government’s 
commitment to growing the agricultural sec-
tor, the governor has inaugurated an 11-man 
Technical Committee on Agriculture and Food 
sufficiency with singular goal of driving the 
agricultural development and food sufficiency 
strategy of government. 

Still on road projects; currently there are 
major on-going road projects including the 
Etinan-Uyo road, when will it be completed? 

In less than 20 months, the Governor Udom 
Emmanuel administration has constructed 
over 250 km roads, 17 bridges and many more 
are still ongoing.  All road projects are firmly 
on course, we have suffered a few delays here 
and there though as a result of demand for 
compensation payment by communities af-
fected by the road projects. 

Youth unemployment has become worri-
some across the nation, not peculiar to Akwa 
Ibom. Many states are engaging them to curb 
the rate of restiveness. May we know what 
government is doing to check the rate of 
unemployment in the state? 

As part of government efforts at youth 
empowerment, the Akwa Ibom Employment 
and Enterprise Scheme (AKEES) was set up 
to provide technical and vocational skills 
acquisition and entrepreneurial training for 
youths. The scheme has so far trained over 
4000 youths in various sectors and skills. 
This includes training of 1,000 youths in 
Oracle Technology; sponsorship of 100 youths 
to acquire skills in agriculture; training of 
200 youths in Power Sector; training of 329 
youths in Photography and Film Production.  
Government is also focused on sports capac-
ity development as evident in the ongoing 
construction of Sports Academy Complex in 
10 federal constituencies of the state.  

Coming from the background of the 
banking sector what are you bringing dif-
ferently to the public sector in management 
of information? 

I simply want to promote brand Udom 
Emmanuel in quantifiable terms and Brand 
Akwa Ibom as an investors and tourist desti-
nation. I want to take government messages 
to the people of Akwa Ibom State where they 
live, work and communicate with them in the 
language they understand and in a tone they 
can connect with at the right time. Essentially, 
our guiding principle is the dissemination of 
quality information; at the right time, to the 
right audience. I want to look back after my 
tenure and see functional and well organised 
government information machinery. Govern-
ment is focused on touching the lives of the 
people in the most affordable manner. We will 
seek creative ways to achieve our objectives 
despite the economic challenges. 

The ministry has been changed from 
Ministry of Information and Communica-
tions to Ministry of Information and Strat-
egy, what is the value of this name change? 

The ministry has evolved over time 
with different nomenclatures. The new 
name is a reflection of the new thinking 
of Governor Udom Emmanuel to further 
oil the engine of state’s drive towards 
diversification from crude oil earnings 
as the mainstay of its economy by posi-
tioning the state as an investor-friendly 
and tourism destination. The ministry is 
expected to add a strategic dimension to 
information dissemination and manage-
ment in the state.

We are beginning to see signs of Akwa Ibom 
industrialisation programme -  Commissioner

Charles Udoh

Today, there is no Akwa Ibom child that could say 
I don’t want to go to school because my parents 
cannot afford the fees. Basic Education remains 

free and compulsory for every Akwa Ibom child.

Charles Udoh, commissioner for Information and Strategy in Akwa Ibom State, in this interview with ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, speaks on 
plans to rebrand the state and how the benefits of the state’s industrialisation agenda are being realised. Excerpts:
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Outrage over Buhari’s corruption 
clearance of Magu, SGF
.... Ozekhome, others react

Politics

E
ven if your undies is as dark 
as Amala, we will make it as 
white as Tuwo”. This is the 
caption in one of the recent 
editorial cartoons by Busi-

nessDay award-winning cartoonist, 
Mike Asuquo.

In the cartoon, President Muham-
madu Buhari is seen hanging the 
white underwears of some of his 
appointees after washing them with 
‘Buhaklin’ detergent. Just behind the 
washing line - where the President is 
seen hanging the undies of ‘Damba-
zoo’, ‘Buratiger’, ‘Kiary’,  ‘Magoo’ and 
‘Baba Chair’ - is a building christened 
‘Aso Rock Laundry’. 

Since the President’s letter to 
the Senate last week absolving the 
Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF) Babachir Lawal 
and acting chairman Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
Ibrahim Magu of corruption, the 
Presidency has come under fierce 
criticisms.

Uproar and palpable anger over-
took the social media when news 
of the President’s letter to the Red 
Chamber broke last Tuesday.

In two separate letters read on 
the floor by the Senate President, 
Bukola Saraki, the President categori-
cally pointed out perceived flaws 
in the resolutions of the Senate last 
December against the two officials 
of government.

The uneasy calm that pervaded 
the atmosphere in the chamber 
when Saraki was reading the letter 
suddenly broke into uproar when 
the Senate President attempted to 
cut short a remark by the chairman 
of the Senate ad-hoc committee that 
investigated and indicted the SGF, 
Shehu Sani (APC, Kaduna Central).

Senators suddenly resorted to 
chanting: ‘Go ahead! Go ahead!! Go 
ahead!!!’ to encourage Sani to con-
tinue his remarks despite Saraki’s 
interjection.

When calm returned, Sani de-
scribed the President’s letter against 
the Senate resolution on Babachir 
as “a funeral service of the anti-
corruption war”.

Continuing, he noted that the 
anti-graft war was so discrimina-
tory and selective to the extent that 
when it has to do with the National 
Assembly, the Judiciary and other 
segments of the society, the Presi-
dent uses insecticides but when it 
concerns anybody in the executive 
arm of government, the President 
uses deodorant.

He was equally of the view that 
“it is unfortunate that we have a po-
litical atmosphere where you have a 
saintly and angelic presidency and a 
devilish and evil society.

“We must in every respect fight 
corruption within the kitchen as we 
do in the veranda; if we don’t do that 
then we are being hypocritical”.

The perception of President Bu-
hari as a man of integrity is waning 
with each passing day, as more of 
the President’s associates have been 
fingered in shady deals.

In May last year, UK newspaper 
Daily Mail took a swipe at President 
Buhari for his war against corrup-
tion. The paper submitted that while 
the Nigerian leader is seen as leading 
the fight against graft, some shock-
ing accusations swirl around one of 
his close friends and Transportation 
Minister Rotimi Amaechi, said to 
have bankrolled Buhari’s presiden-

tial campaign.
Already, there are strong indi-

cations that the Senate will reject 
Magu’s denomination as EFCC boss. 

A highly placed source in the 
Senate told BDSUNDAY that the 
President’s inability to address the 
allegations raised by Department of 
State Services (DSS) will hamper his 
screening.

According to the DSS report, 
some of the allegations that dent 
Magu’s reputation to lead the anti-
corruption agency include: breach 
of EFCC protocols, his expensive life 
style, close association with a corrupt 
presidential appointee.

Magu’s integrity suffered more 
bashing after the secret service al-
leged that the sum of N40million was 
paid for his rented apartment, which 
costs N20million annually.

Another malpractice against the 
EFCC boss is his close association 
with the presidential appointee who 
is a retired Air Commodore.

The report stated that the associ-
ate and ally of Magu, allegedly “runs 
questionable business” and was once 
arrested by the DSS. The acting EFCC 
boss was said to have travelled in 
a private jet owned by the retired 
military officer at a certain time.

Some analysts have called on 
the President to make public the 
report of the Attorney General of 
the Federation (AGF), which cleared 
the two government officials, even 
as the Senate has insisted that the 
President’s letter merely scratched 
the surface without addressing the 
substance.

Another highly placed source 
disclosed that some forces in the 
Presidency want to use the APC 
Caucus to tone down the opposition 
against Magu.

But it is yet to be seen how this is 
possible, as Saraki currently controls 
80 percent of the legislative body.

Also, some of his fierce critics in 
the Senate Unity Forum that have 
dropped their opposition against 
the Senate President include Kabiru 
Marafa, Remi Tinubu, Robert Borof-
fice, Barnabas Gemade, Suleiman 
Hunkunyi.

However, being the Chairman of 
the National Assembly, everything 

rests on Saraki’s political interests. 
With his current trial at the Code of 
Conduct Tribunal (CCT) over false 
declaration of assets, the nation’s 
Number Three Citizen was said to 
have given a condition that the case 
be dropped.

Another condition from the Sen-
ate President, it was gathered, was 
that the Executive tone down aggres-
sion against the federal legislature.

“For now, it is not safe to say if 
Magu will be screened because noth-
ing has been done to give the Senate 
President soft landing”, a PDP senator 
told BDSUNDAY.

In what could be described as a 
renewal of the Executive/Legislature 
face-off, the confirmation of nomi-
nees on the Board of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) Board, suffered setback last 
week. This was due to the absence 
of the chairman, Senate Committee 
on Anti-corruption and Financial 
Crimes, Chukwuka Utazi and his 
vice, Sani Mustapha.

Report on the screening of four 
members on the EFCC Board was 
slated as the first item on the Order 
Paper but when the Senate Majority 
Leader, Ali Ndume called the item, 
none of the top two members of the 
committee were around to present 
the report.

The four nominees include: 
Nda Sule Moses, Lawan Mamman, 
Galadanci Imam and Adeleke Rafiu.

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, con-
stitutional lawyer and human rights 
activist Mike Ozekhome (SAN) ex-
pressed concern that the APC-led 
Federal Government is shielding 
corrupt politicians within its fold.

“The clearance of these two 
government officials constitutes 
the requiem, dirge and elegy for the 
selective and manipulative so called 
anti-corruption war. We have a 
government suffering from serious 
ethical, moral and credibility crisis, 
in defending corruption, all because 
the selective “war” has touched its 
own.

“We now see a government using 
aromatic sasarobia perfume to “fight” 
corruption within its fold, whilst 
using repelling, brutal and crude 
pesticide to fight it against perceived 

enemies and political opponents. 
The government came ferociously, 
saw little and conquered nothing”, 
he submitted.

On its part, the main opposition 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) has 
said Nigerians should wave goodbye 
to the anti-graft stance of Presiden 
Buhari following the clean bill of 
health he (Buhari) unilaterally gave 
to the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF) Babachir 
Lawal who was indicted by a probe 
panel of the Senate over allegation 
of fraud.

The Caretaker Committee of the 
PDP in a statement signed by the 
party’s National Publicity Secretary, 
Dayo Adeyeye said the position of 
the president on the issue is a con-
firmation of the PDP’s fear that the 
anti-corruption war of the current 
administration is an avenue of ven-
detta against perceived enemies only.

The party noted that the Buhari 
presidency is populated by corrupt 
people who are being shielded by 
the president from prosecution de-
spite incriminating evidence against 
them.

“The letter by President Muham-
madu Buhari which was read on 
the floor of the Nigerian Senate on 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017, clearing 
the Acting Chairman of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC), Ibrahim Magu and 
the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF), Babachir 
David Lawal has finally confirmed 
our earlier assertion that the ‘Anti-
Corruption War’ of the APC led 
administration is a ruse; a witch-
hunting mechanism to harass PDP 
members and perceived enemies of 
this administration. 

“It is no longer news that all those 
who are serving in the government 
of President Muhammadu Buhari 
or who are members of his Party, 
the All Progressive Congress (APC) 
within the last two years of his ad-
ministration have all been cleared of 
any wrong doing; notwithstanding 
documentary and and other incon-
trovertible evidences to the contrary.

“The Presidency in today’s dis-
pensation is the ‘Judicial Clearing 
House’ issuing clean bill of health to 

all accused corrupt officials who are 
members of the APC and friends of 
the administration” the PDP said.

The party wondered why the 
president would take over the duty 
of the judiciary in clearing people 
accused of corruption rather than 
allow them get prosecuted and prop-
erly cleared by the courts.

The party went ahead to list all 
infractions of shielding all acts of 
corruption allegedly committed by 
the president’s men while opposition 
members are hounded.

“It is quite disturbing that the 
President cleared his SGF of wrong 
doing despite the weighty evidences 
of his “Grasscutting abilities” uncov-
ered by the Senate of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, implicating Ba-
bachir of complicity in the Award of 
Contract relating to the IDP Camp in 
Borno State amounting to over 200 
million Naira. 

“It is more worrisome that Mr. 
President made light of the DSS 
Report which directly indicted the 
Acting Chairman of EFCC, Ibrahim 
Magu of several unwholesome and 
corrupt practices in the line of his 
duties. President Buhari saw nothing 
wrong in the Report but was quick to 
order the invasion of Judges homes 
in a Gestapo and commando-style 
following the Same DSS report. What 
a double standard! 

“It appears that the APC led 
government is implementing two 
constitutions in Nigeria; one for the 
PDP and other opposition parties and 
their leaders while the other is for the 
Ruling Party, the APC and friends of 
this administration.

“Again in 2016, General Tukur 
Buratai, Chief of Army Staff  was 
cleared of all accusations even with 
convincing evidence of owning 
choice properties in Dubai beyond 
his income; and also overwhelming 
evidence of misdeeds while serving 
as Director of Procurement in the last 
administration.

“Notwithstanding, President 
Buhari cleared him by attributing 
his ownership of choice properties 
to diligent and thrifty saving of his 
wages but went after Supreme Court 
Justices for owning properties as if 
the Judges too cannot also save from 
their own wages. 

“In the same vein, ‘Buhari’s Court’ 
also cleared the Minister of Inte-
rior, General Dambazzau for own-
ing properties worth over 1.5Bil-
lion Naira in the United States of 
America; and in fact rather than 
being prosecuted, he was rewarded 
with the highest budget vote in the 
2017 Budget.

“What about the case of Jafaru 
Isa? The President’s friend and con-
fidant alleged to have taken millions 
of Naira from the purported Arms 
money but that has also gone under 
since it was first mentioned in the 
media. 

“While Isa’s case is dead, others 
mentioned with him are either de-
fending themselves in court or are 
being tried in the media to intimidate 
them into silence.     

“Another case worth mention-
ing is that of the Chief of Staff to the 
President, Abba Kyari, who also has 
several allegations of corruption 
hanging around his neck but obvi-
ously has being cleared of them. 

“Equally, let us not forget the 
allegations of corruption and in-
ducement of Judges leveled against 
the Minister of Transport, Rotimi 
Amaechi and the Minister of Science 
and Technology, Ogbonnaya Onuh”.

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

Babachir Magu
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last year, an interim report 
by an adhoc Senate committee 
headed by Shehu Sani had in-
dicted the SgF for receiving 200 
million contract to clear “inva-
sive plant species” in Yobe State 
through a company, rholavision 
nigeria limited and breaching 
the country’s code of conduct for 
public officials as enshrined in 
the 1999 constitution by remain-
ing a director of the company.

lawal had denied the allega-
tions and accused the lawmak-
ers of attempt “to bring him 
down at all cost”. on the other 
hand, the Senate had on

December 15, 2016, rejected 
Magu’s nomination based on 
a report by the Department of 
State Services alleging that his 
activities made him ineligible 
for the position. the President’s 
letter evoked an interesting 
response from Shehu Sani who 
headed the ad-hoc committee.

“corruption in the Judiciary 
and others is treated with in-
secticide while corruption in 
the government is treated with 
deodorant,” Sani had said.

interesting right? Yes, i think 
it is. For a government and a 
President who really wants to 
fight corruption, this right here 
is an image spoiler and a deal 
breaker.

a report on the SgF shows 
that a company he is affiliated 
with got the contract and despite 
claims that he had resigned he 
was still signing cheques of the 
company. is that the right way 
things are done? if it were an-
other person will the President 
look the other way? the big 
question is why is he refusing 
to do the right thing? on the 
side of Magu, you may love his 
work but with this action, you 
also make light efforts of the DSS 
and by extension say they do not 
know their job. Mr. President, 
do you no longer care for things 
like integrity and smears on 
your name? Within the week, 
transparency

international released its 
corruption Perception index 
and little wonder nigeria has 
not made any visible progress. 
136 out of 176 constantly for 
four years, i have stopped ask-
ing why.

i think the insecticide as 
referred to by Sani, has been 
diluted. it was stronger when 
the President first came in, we 
all saw the gestapo style with 
which looters of the $2.1billion 
arms money were picked.

now, what do you see? Sani 
says its perfume style (not me).  
before i shut up let me say some-
one is not telling the truth and i 
think the government has been 
confused a long time.

try. With all that is going on at 
the moment, his death would 
scatter and divide the country. 
Someone joked, “let him return 
the country to how he met it, 
the suffering is too much”. of 
course, i got her point but we 
can’t return to those days either.

anyway, around here it has 
been busy, osinbajo is working 
hard and so is your chief of 
Staff, abba Kyari. he chaired 
this meeting with the petroleum 
downstream sector that we 
thought should have been held 
by the acting President who 
you handed over to, after all 
you would have presided over 
that meeting to order the release 
of the n150billion to market-
ers and save the country from 
more hardship which would 
have been caused if fuel scarcity 
returned. Just saying.

Something funny happened 
within the week. i kept getting 
calls from people asking if there 
were governors at the Presiden-
tial Villa if indeed they had been 
in a meeting. according to the 
callers, it was

everywhere that osinbajo 
had been held hostage by north-
ern governors who were forcing 
him to resign. Wonders. Funny 
thing was only the zamfara 
State governor had come to the 
villa, he had actually visited the 
acting President’s office, then 
that of the chief of Staff.

nigerians please it is just 
about a week more before the 
President returns from his vaca-
tion, let us have some patience 
and stop wishing the man dead. 
We are in this together, the 
hardship is everywhere i know 
and feel it too, but my expecta-
tion is that he will come back 
feeling better and ready to face 
and fix things.

So while we were still recov-
ering from a long weekend of 
speculations that the President 
had kicked the bucket, a letter 
was read on the floor of the Sen-
ate asking them to reconsider 
their stand on the Magu and 
lawal. at first, we thought this 
must be some nice joke, alas it 
wasn’t. it would be a joke to 
knock the head of two agencies 
or in fact rubbish an agency that 
will be expected to perform this 
kind of function in the future.

Early in the week, the Presi-
dent who is currently away 
in the United Kingdom on a 
vacation wrote to the national 
assembly in response to their 
indictment of the lawal, and 
the call for his removal and 
prosecution over alleged breach 
of nigerian laws in handling 
contracts awarded by the Presi-
dential initiative for the north 
East (PinE). the

President in his letter also 
said the acting chairman of 
the Economics and Financial 
crimes commission, whom the 
Senate refused to confirm over 
allegations of corrupt practices 
had been cleared in a report by 
the attorney general of the 
Federation.

Buhari’s rumoured 
death and insecticide/
deodorant-treated 
anti-corruption fight

Reps support media coverage 
of judicial proceedings

M
e mb e r s  o f 
t h e  h o u s e 
o f  r e p r e -
s e n t at i v e s 
e x p r e s s e d 

overwhelmingly support for 
the passage of a legislative 
framework which seeks to 
provide for media coverage 
of judicial proceedings in all 
courts across the country.

the lawmakers who spoke 
in favour of the bill for an act 
to provide for media coverage 
of court proceedings and for 
other related matters, 2016’ 
sponsored by Daniel rey-
neiju (PDP-Delta), including 
Femi gbajabiamilla, Majority 
leader; Sadiq adamu (aPc-
adamawa); Jimoh

olajide (aPc-lagos); linus 
okorie (PDP-Ebonyi); Fred-
erick agbedi (PDP-bayelsa); 
oghene Egoh (PDP-lagos) 
expressed support for reform 
in the justice administration.

in his lead debate, rey-
neiju, who expressed opti-
mism that the bill will ensure 
transparency, accountability 
and fair hearing for ordinary 
nigerians, explained that the 
bill draws experience from 
United States, United King-
dom, South africa and Kenya 
amongst other countries.

the three arms of govern-
ment and therefore, cover-
age of court proceedings 
fulfils part of the watchdog 
function of the media. there 
is always a great deal of pub-
lic interest in the justice sys-
tem especially on criminal 
cases of national and public 
importance.

“it is common knowledge 
that the activities of execu-
tive and legislative arms of 
the government are always 
available in the media.

these activities are usu-
ally transmitted live on tele-
vision or available for online 
streaming in real time.

“the media being the mir-
ror and eye of the society 
plays critical roles in deep-
ening our democracy. the 
activities of judiciary being 
the last hope of the common 
man should not continue to 
be shrouded in secrecy thus 
the need to allow for media 
coverage of judicial proceed-
ings in all nigerian courts,” 
he said.

reyneiju argue d that 
the media coverage of the 
courts will expose unfairness 
against the victims or defen-
dants; prevent injustices by 
shining a spotlight on the 
actions of judges, lawyers 
and other participants in the 
justice system.

l
ike most nigerians, i am 
still overwhelmed, with 
the events of the past 
week. From rumours 

of President Muhammadu bu-
hari’s death to the

letter he wrote to the Senate 
absolving the acting chairman 
of the Economic and Financial 
crimes commission (EFcc) ibra-
him Magu, and the Secretary 
to the government of the Fed-
eration babachir lawal of any 
wrongdoing to rumours about 
some governors holding acting 
President Yemi osinbajo hos-
tage and forcing him to resign.

the whole we ek was 
fraught with tales mostly on 
social media that the President 
had either passed on or was 
on life support; another even 
claimed the President had tried 
to commit suicide. interesting.

buhari are you dead? (you 
remember a former President 
who asked a former, now late 
President this question?) the 
burden of explaining to every-
one who calls and tries to get a 
response or so-called inside in-
formation to whether or not you 
are alive is becoming too much 
on your aides, even if they are 
not complaining. i am worried 
about you and how these things 
are managed.

in the process of nosing 
around someone said you were 
resting at home in london and 
plotting your next move or 
thinking of the decisions you 
need to take to shape up the 
country.

You didn’t have to go all the 
way to the UK to rest and think 
of a plan, the obudu cattle 
ranch would have done you 
good, your doctors would have 
been welcomed there too since 
they said you haven’t visited the 
hospital.

if you wanted to go some-
where independent to decide 
next steps, why do you have to 
take those decisions with your 
nephew Mamman Daura with 
you? (i heard he flew out to join 
you after you left) Why do you 
need him there? When people 
influence you here and you 
need to think, the influencers 
should be left behind right?

the noise was getting too 
much and they decided to give 
us a side picture of you watch-
ing tV and just lounging, why 
not a short Skype video to a tV 
station, saying you are fine and 
they should relax and leave you 
alone? that would have fixed 
this problem once and for all.

We have written several 
releases from your media aides 
reiterating you were alive and 
well and this hasn’t stopped, just 
do the right thing to silence your 
detractors (as they call them).

it is sad that some people 
chose to keep up with the ru-
mour of the President’s death. 
the President cannot die now, 
in fact, he is not permitted to 
die now not because i am god 
or speaking on his behalf but 
because he has to fix this coun-

on his part, Femi gba-
jabiamilla said that the bill 
when passed into law will 
enhance accountability and 
transparency in the third 
arm of government, which 
serves as the last hope of the 
common man.

gbajabiamila who called 
for the extension of media 
coverage to all the proceed-
ings of Federal Executive 
council (FEc) meeting, noted 
that such legislation should 
be captured in the Freedom 
of information (Foi) act.

he added that the pro-
posed legislation will en-
hance the workings of de-
mocracy and ensure that not 
justice is not only done but 
seen to be done.

the house leader further 
noted the media coverage 
of the proceedings in all ni-
gerian courts will help in 
reducing the crime rate in 
the society.

in his view, olajide Jimoh 
(aPc-lagos) expressed opti-
mism that the bill is critical 
to tackling corruption in the 
judiciary arm of government.

also speaking, oghene 
Egoh (PDP-lagos) said that 
the bill when passed into law 
will forestall the perversion 
of the course of justice.

Frederick agbedi (PDP-
bayelsa) expressed optimism 

that the legislative frame-
work will help to checkmate 
the excesses of Judges and 
lawyers.

he noted that the judi-
ciary during the case of the 
iPob leader, declined to grant 
the request for private trial of 
the case.

While ruling, Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara who presided 
over the session referred the 
bill to the house committee 
on Judiciary for further leg-
islative actions.

While stressing the need 
to deepen democracy and 
people’s confidence in the 
nigeria’s justice system, the 
Delta lawmaker expressed 
optimism that nigeria will 
be joining other developed 
d e m o c ra c i e s  t h at  h a ve 
opened the doors of their 
courts for media coverage 
of their judicial proceedings 
for the purposes of dissemi-
nating news, education and 
enlightenment.

“the judiciary is one of 

“reports has it that the 
chief Justic e of nigeria 
as  the chairman of  the 
national Judicial council 
(nJc) might consider live 
broadcast of court proceed-
ings which make the bill 
very timely. though, the 
cJn’s consideration was a 
response to a request by a 
civil Society organisation 
in the face of the recent 
arrest of some of federal 
judges by operatives of the 
DSS,” he observed.
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No doubt,  all  eyes are 
on the Legislative arm 
of government as the 

lawmakers prepare to engage 
various ministries, departments 
and agencies of government on 
the 2017 Budget proposal which 
scaled through second reading 
last Thursday. To set the ball 
rolling, Speaker Yakubu Dogara 
announced the need for the 
House to embark on three

weeks break to enable the 
Appropriation Committee and 
other standing Committees to 
do thorough scrutiny of vari-
ous sub-heads packaged in

the voluminous document 
christened ‘Budget of Recovery 
and Growth.’  The prop os e d 
N7.298 trillion by no means 
is huge to bring succor to all 
Nigerians if all the 109 Senators 
and 360 members of the House 
of Representatives do the need-
ful by ensuring that the budget 
is implemented appropriately. 
While I choose to be optimistic 
about various promises from 
Hon.  Ab dulrasak Namdas , 
chairman, House Committee on 
Media and Public Affairs and 
Honestly. Mustapha Dawaki, 
chairman, House Committee on 
Appropriation that this year’s 
budget consideration will be 
crisis-free, it is pertinent to 
task the House to make public 
its budget. That’s the best way 

to earn the age-long respect 
and public confidence. Also 
the issue trailing the c on-
stituency projects should be 
addressed this year once and 
for all. Lopsidedness should 
be addressed and equity and 
fairness must be ensured.

As promised I actually align 
with the clarion calls

on the Presidential Commit-
tee on Ease of Doing Business, 
chaire d by Vic e President 
Yemi Osinbajo (who is cur-
rently in acting capacity as

Nigerian President since 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
is on 10-day leave) to come up 
with policies and programmes 
that will boost foreign

direct investment into the 
country, offset domestic debts 
owed contractors for several 
years and remove bureaucratic 
bottlenecks in the procure-
ment pro c ess .  Beyond the 
rhetorics, the House of Repre-
sentatives should stop paying 
lip-service to the budget

implementation but take 
advantage of the provisions 
of the 1999 Constitution (as 
amended) to enforce the prin-
ciple of checks and balances on 
the activities of the Executive 
arm. Feelers from the members 
of the public over the bill for an 
Act to provide for media

coverage of judicial pro-

ceedings in all courts across 
the country, speaks volume. 
However, I feel I’m under ob-
ligation to remind the Speaker 
that most of the standing and 
Adhoc committees are fond of

conducting their activities/
assignments secretly, there-
fore fueling and deepening 
the level of distrust and fear 
of compromise in the course 
of investigating various issues 
of national importance.

Likewise, the House should 
be reminded of its promise to 
ensure that all the revenues 
accruable to either Federation 
Ac c ount and Cons olidate d 
Revenue Fund (CRF) are remit-
ted by the MDAs and other 
institutions who get  their 
allocations directly from the 
Federal Government yearly. 
No doubt,  Nigeria has lost 
hugely to private pockets. As 
proposed by the Senate in its 
report on Medium term

Expenditure Framework/
Fiscal Policy Strategy Paper, 
relevant establishment Act 
of these MDAs should be re-
pealed without further delay. 
Reflecting on the diversifica-
tion plan by the Federal

Government,  the Hous e 
should come up with deliber-
ate legislative framework that 
will  b o ost pro curement of 
farm implements for large

scale agriculture across the 
country. For Nigeria to get out 
of the present calamity called 
‘economic recession’, the House 
needs to be focused and ensure 
that various sub-heads pro-
vided for by each agency

is utilized for the set pur-
pose this year if at all we can’t 
afford to be wasting so much 
time flogging the dead horse 
of corruption.

Nigerians ne e d to know 
the whereabouts of critical 
investigations conducted by 
the House in recent times. Ad-
equate fund should be injected 
into the Sovereign Wealth 
Fund, Transport, Agriculture 
and

Solid Minerals sectors. The 
House Committee on Compli-
ance should be disbanded and 
given to more proactive law-
makers honestly. Many of your

Committees are docile for 
almost two years, without hav-
ing anything to show as stew-
ards of this great nation, yet 
nobody seems so concerned!

As recommended by the 
House Leader, Femi Gbajabi-
amila more funds should be 
deployed to capital projects 
above the 30 percent proposed

by President Buhari. How-
ever, the House needs to tread 
with caution on the call for the 
implementation of the Steve 

Oronsanye and Ahmed Joda 
reports on the merger of gov-
ernment agencies under the 
guise of reducing the cost of 
governance and free up more 
money from capital expen-
diture. I can assure you, the 
organized labour will not take 
it kindly considering the level 
of devastation and poverty be-
ing experienced by Nigerians 
especially those who are on 
fixed salaries.

I  a l s o  c o n c u r  w i t h  M r. 
Speaker on the call for the es-
tablishment of the Infrastruc-
ture Bond for funding federal 
roads across the country.

Since road projects can’t be 
adequately funded through 
annual budgetary allocations, 
the Bond will help to bridge 
the funding gaps and recoup 
the investment if properly 
managed.

As House faces 2017 Budget scrutiny
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W
ill the sacked Senate 
Majority Leader, 
Ali Ndume, follow 
the path of Abudul-

mumin Jibrin who tried in vain 
to stage a comeback after his 
removal?

The answer is not far-fetched. 
What transpired during the de-
bate on general principles of the 
2017 Budget is enough to tell any 
political pundit that Ndume is not 
throwing in the towel anytime 
soon.

Recall that after Jibrin was 
axed by the leadership of the 
House of Representatives as chair-
man, Appropriations Committee, 
he visited law enforcement agen-
cies, including the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), Independent  Corrupt Prac-
tices and other related offences 
Commission (ICPC), Department 
of State Services (DSS) and Nige-
rian Police, where he personally 
submitted petitions detailing evi-
dence of fraudulent manipulation 

of budget by the Speaker, Yakubu 
Dogara, his deputy Yusuf Lasun, 
House Whip, Alhassan Doguwa, 
Minority Leader, Leo Ogor, and 
nine others.

He was subsequently suspend-
ed for 180 legislative days and 
preceded on self-exile.

With live telecast of Senate 
plenary on Wednesdays by the 
Nigerian Television Authority 
(NTA), senators have a penchant 
for ensuring that they are at their 
best during plenary, as they try to 
outdo one another. Here, lawmak-
ers try to ensure that they not only 
speak for their constituents to 
watch them but also ensure that 
the powers-that-be view them on 
live television.

At the budget debate Wednes-
day last week, Senate President 
Bukola Saraki had earlier an-
nounced that 30 lawmakers would 
speak. But midway into the ses-
sion, Ndume raised a Point of 
Order to protest his exclusion 
from the list of lawmakers named 
to speak on the budget. According 
to him, he wrote his name imme-
diately after that of Dino Melaye 
and wondered why the Senate 
President ignored him.

Following the controversy sur-
rounding his removal, Ndume had 
raised the alarm that he fell out 
with Saraki due to his insistence 
that the Senate neither rejected 
the confirmation of Ibrahim Magu 
as substantive chairman of the 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) nor asked the 

Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation Babachir David 
Lawal to resign. He also accused 
Saraki of recruiting Melaye to 
gather the signatures of All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) senators 
that led to his removal.

In a swift response, Saraki 
denied knowledge of the list 
the former Senate Leader was 
referring to and reminded him 
that he controls the affairs of 
the Senate.

About 30 minutes later when 
Saraki called on Ndume to speak, 
the legislator was nowhere to be 
found. He came in moments later 
and apologised that he had gone 
out to pray. The Borno State-born 
senator was sacked three weeks 
ago after he excused himself to 
observe his afternoon prayers, just 
few meters away.

When he was eventually rec-
ognised to speak, he condemned 
the secrecy associated with the 
budget of the Senate and ex-
pressed concern that lawmakers 
are not privy to the contents of 
Senate budget and called on Saraki 
who doubles as chairman of the 
National Assembly, to make it 
public.

Saraki had on various fora as-
sured that the National Assembly 
leadership would make its budget 
public as against single line item in 
the document but 18 months into 
the saddle as Senate President; he 
is yet to do so.

With N23.347 billion in 2003, 
the 2017 National Assembly bud-

get stands at N115 billion, repre-
senting over 492 percent rise in 
14 years.

But in what could be described 
as a move to assuage Ndume and 
shut his mouth while eating, the 
next day - Thursday - Saraki an-
nounced the reshuffling of three 
Senate Committees and creation 
of two others. With this develop-
ment, the former Senate Leader 
now chairs a ‘juicy’ position: Com-
mittee on Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC).

That the Senate President is a 
master strategist when it comes 
to putting food in the mouth of his 
outspoken critics to silence them 
leaves no one in doubt. Two major 
examples are the appointments of 
Kabiru Marafa and Remi Tinubu 
as chairmen Committees on Pe-
troleum Resources (Downstream) 
and Environment, respectively in 
July 2016.

Ndume’s Committee on INEC 
will be in charge of national elec-
toral laws, registration of voters, 
voter’s card, elections, INEC as well 
as annual budget estimates of the 
Commission.

The Senate is yet to adopt the 
report of the Committee on INEC 
on the INEC Act 2010 (Amend-
ment) Bill, crucial to the conduct 
of the 2019 general elections.

Similarly, Abubakar Kyari, who 
chaired the Committee on INEC, 
will now lead the Committee on 
Defence, previously chaired by 
Ahmad Lawan, current Senate 
Leader. In like manner, George 

Sekibo will lead the Committee 
on Interior.

Also, two more standing com-
mittees were created namely: 
Committee on Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) as well 
as Federal Roads Maintenance 
Agency (FERMA). While Atai 
Aidoko chairs the Committee on 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), Magnus Abe leads the 
Committee on FERMA.

Aidoko won the Kogi East Sena-
torial seat by virtue of an Appeal 
Court judgment, while Sekibo 
and Abe clinched the December 
10, 2016 Rivers legislative rerun 
elections.

The upper legislative chamber 
has suspended plenary till Febru-
ary 21 to allow its standing com-
mittees carry out budget defence 
sessions with Ministries, Depart-
ments and Agencies (MDAs).

Meanwhile, there is disquiet in 
the office of the Senate President, 
as all aides have reportedly been 
asked to tender their resignation 
letters on or before May this year 
and re-apply for their respective 
positions, stating how they have 
been useful since their appoint-
ment. Inside sources say the move 
is to weed out appointees recom-
mended by political associates 
who may have fallen out with 
Saraki.

It was also gathered that the 
move may not be unconnected 
with re-alignment of forces in 
the buildup to the 2019 general 
elections.

Where does the road end for Ndume?
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Since the present administration of 
Muhamadu Buhari came on board, 
the Igbo nation has received serious 

battering. The president was unapologetic 
when he declared a policy of segregation 
and discrimination. 

Whereas the Federal Government of 
the All Progressives Congress (APC) has 
on several occasions released members of 
Boko Haram from various cells, it has con-
tinued to hold some members and leaders 
of Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) incar-
cerated across the country. Whereas Boko 
Haram has through violent means sent 
thousands of Nigerians to their early grave 
and destroyed property worth billions of 
naira, IPOB members have only asked for 

Politics in Rivers State has remained 
vibrant. There is no dull moment 
there. Both the ruling party and the 

main opposition there have a lot to chew 
in a state where suspected politically-
motivated killings have been the order of 
the day. Although it is two clear years to 
the next round of elections in the state, 
political actors have already begun to 
throw verbal punches at one another over 
who plans to rig all that. 

The other day, the state governor, Nye-
som Wike, alleged that there were already 
plans to rig the 2019 elections with secu-
rity operatives. “The security agencies, by 
their actions in December 10, 2016 re-run 
elections, alerted us on how they plan to 
rig the 2019 elections. 

We are now prepared for them,” Wike 
said. Elections in Rivers State have been 
big issues, where human lives are sacri-
ficed on the altar of a few individuals’ 
ambitions. The level of electoral violence 
increased in 2015 following the struggle 
by the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
to retain power in the state after the exit 
of Chibuike Amaechi. Between 2015 and 
now, many innocent individuals have 
been killed in the power struggle that has 
now become synonymous with Rivers. 
Currently, no one is safe in the state. 

Buhari and Ndigbo

Reaping the whirlwind

Hurricane Trump!

M
any years of maladministra-
tion has left Nigerians writh-
ing in avoidable pains. In a 
country where an individual 

is richer than a state and wealth is con-
centrated in the hands of a few, crime and 
all manner of anti-social behaviours must 
be the order of the day. 

Whereas, deprived youths who now 
decided to eke out a living through crimi-
nal means find it difficult to get to those 
troublers of the country, who hide stolen 
money in water tanks and farm lands, 

2019 already in Rivers

Obasanjo’s campaign for Igbo president

Last week, a former president 
Olusegun Obasanjo was quoted 
as saying that he would want 

to see the emergence of the next 
Nigerian president from the South 
East geo-political zone of the country. 
Ordinarily, Obasanjo’s suggestions 
should be commended but when 
viewed from the point that “he has 
been on the other side” over the 
years, such wishes now do not jell. 

When he wanted to contest in 
2003, the likes of Jim Nwobodo and 
Alex Ekwueme contested the pri-
maries with him, but he never gave 
them a chance. 

At a point he was alleged to have 
offered Nwobodo an ambassado-

rial slot, which was allegedly turned 
down because Nwobodo was said 
to have told him he was not ready 
at that time to go into p olitical 
oblivion. Some critics also alleged 
at the time that one of the problems 
the Wabaras had with him was the 
touted presidential ambition of the 
then Adolphous Wabara, who was 
Senate President. It was alleged that 
Obasanjo did not take kindly to it…
and things began to happen. 

Now, Obasanjo is talking about 
the problem of injustice and mar-
ginalisation as major s ourc es of 
conflict between ethnic and regional 
divisions in the country, and he 
believes ‘sincerely’ that that part of 
the country has been marginalised.  
“Irrespective of the thinking of the 
people ahead 2019, I personally think 
that South East should have a go at 
the presidency,” the former military 
and civilian president said. 

Well, there’s nothing wrong in 
making amends. If that is a way of 
saying “we made a mistake,” so be 
it. But such suggestion by Obasanjo 
is capable of breeding unnecessary 
conflicts,  thereby creating more 
crises for Nigeria. Onyekachi Ubani, 
chairman the Igbo Conscience Group, 
a civil society organisation, has also 
warned against any move by the Igbo 
to contest the 2019 presidency as that 
could engender strife in the polity. 
He urged them to wait till 2023.

fairness without violence. Across the coun-
try, members of IPOB are being treated as 
outcasts and government agencies are be-
ing let loose on them. They are being killed 
and wasted on a regular basis for the mere 
reason that they ask for fairness. 

The recent massacre of IPOB and 
MASSOB members in Rivers State and 
the hounding to court many of them on 
charges of treason have received wide 
condemnation. 

The newly elected President-General 
of Ohanaeze Ndigbo, John Nwodo, bared 
his fangs when he pointedly told govern-
ment to be civil and human in handling 
the affairs of the country in relation to 
treatment of every ethnic nationality in 
Nigeria. “Does anyone truly expect Ndigbo 
to fold our hands and watch our children 
being massacred and incarcerated with 
such impunity?” he queried. 

The crux of the matter was the soli-
darity march staged in Port Harcourt by 
IPOB with President Donald Trump on 
his swearing in a President of the United 
States of America. Nwodo reminded the 
government that “Any attempt to deal 
with demonstrations of IPOB in a manner 
different from treatment of Boko Haram 
members, Niger Delta Avengers, Fulani 
Herdsmen and the OPC will be discrimina-
tory and unfair.”

He warned that “A dangerous trend is 
emerging in our country. There are gather-
ing storms of conflict. A stitch in time saves 
nine. Government must do the needful and 
set up an inquiry before overzealous law 
enforcement agents plunge the country 
into chaos.”

they turn their grievances on soft tar-
gets. This is why schools have become a 
fertile ground for kidnappers. While we 
celebrate and give praise to the Almighty 
God for the release of the students and 
staff of Nigeria Turkish School abducted 
recently by gunmen, government does 
not care about the trauma the victims, 
their parents and relations have had to go 
through while the captivity lasted. 

The parents had to do everything pos-
sible to contribute the ransom money. 

In addition to the huge money paid, 
s ome of the ab ducte d children may 
never be the same again, psychologically. 
Some of the parents could develop health 
complications- high blood pressure- that 
may ultimately lead to their deaths; just 
because Nigerian governments, over the 
years, have been inept, treating corruption 
with kid gloves and live in utter hypocrisy. 

A nation with the level of youth unem-
ployment as Nigeria must always contend 
with social consequences. Today, we are 
waging war against the Boko Haram, Ni-
ger Delta Avengers, etc, it is all about the 
incompetence of those who have occupied 
the power stool, particularly since the 
return of the country to civil rule in 1999.

A 
number of world leaders 
are perplexed over some 
early decisions of Donald 
Trump, the newly inaugu-

rated president of the United States 
of America. 

Despite the widespread protests 
against  his  presidency by s ome 
American citizens, the billionaire 
businessman-turned political has 
continued to fire from all cylinders. 

Part of his early policies already 

Recently, the governor claimed the 
Police High Command dismissed the six 
policemen attached to him because they 
resisted a plot by security agencies to as-
sassinate him. 

But the police headquarters quickly 
dismissed the allegations, saying rather 
that the policemen were dismissed ow-
ing to professional misconduct. For now, 
anything is possible in the oil-rich state.

eliciting reactions is  his plan to 
build an “impenetrable, physical, 
tall, powerful, beautiful, southern 
border wall” between the US and 
Mexico. The border said to be about 
1,900 miles (3,100 km) long, will 
traverse all sorts of terrain.

Trump als o said that the wall 
would cover 1,000 miles and natu-
ral obstacles will take care of the 
rest.

“I would build a great wall, and 
nobody builds walls better than 
me, believe me, and I build them 
very inexpensively,” he said.

Again,  the new president has 
announc e d that America would 
no longer grant visas to c ertain 
c o u n t r i e s  h e  c o n s i d e re d  n e g a -
tive influence or dangerous to his 
country. According to him, Soma-
lia, Libya, Iran, Iraq, and citizens 
of some other core Islamic nations 
would not be enjoying visas from 
America. 

Some of his sweeping utterances 
and projections have cast him in 
the mold of a classroom monitor 
who is out to enforce discipline by 
all means. God help the king!



Buchi Emecheta was 
one of the few Ni-
gerian novelists I 

had the misfortune of 
not  b eing exp os e d to 
early in life. While I had 
been privileged to read 
Chinua Achebe, Cypri-
an Ekwensi, James Ene 
Henshaw, Onuora Nze-
kwu, Eddie Iroh, Flora 
Nwapa,  Anezi  Okoro, 
and a host of others, es-
pecially those from the 
stables of Pacesetters, as 
early as primary school 
and junior s e c ondary, 
I didn’t get to read Em-
e cheta  unti l  my f irst 
year in the university, 
a lthough I  had heard 
much about her.

My first  enc ounter 
with Emecheta’s writ-
ings  was  The Joys  of 
Motherho o d.  It  was a 
recommended text for 
Introduction to Fiction. I 
fell in love instantly.

Ironically, there is ab-
solutely nothing joyful 
about the travails that 
of Nnu Ego, the central 
character,  has to fac e 
in The Joys of Mother-
hood. Rather, the novel 
tells the tragic story of 

Buchi Emecheta, 1944-2017
a woman who has a bad 
fate with childbearing. 
Even though she has 
many children, she dies 
wretched as her older 
c h i l d r e n  w h o  w o u l d 
have taken care of her 
at old change stay put 
overseas. It is only after 
her death that her chil-
dren finally come home 
– Oshia from America 
and Adim from Canada 
– throw her an expen-
sive funeral and build 
a shrine so that her de-
scendants can pray to 
her and ask for children.

Much later, I read Sec-
ond Class Citizen, The 
Slave Girl, and The Bride 
Pric e.  But it  was The 
Joys of Motherhood that 
has stuck in my memory. 
Part of the reason is that 
as a youth corps mem-
ber teaching Literature 
in English to a Senior 
Secondary School Cer-
tificate class in Makurdi, 
Benue State, I taught The 
Joys of Motherhood as 
well.

It was sad to hear of 
E m e c h e t a’ s  d e at h  re -
c e n t l y.  A n d  t r i b ut e s 
have continued to poor 
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i n ,  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e 
world, since the news 
o f  h e r  d e at h  b e c a m e 
public, all of them well-
deserved.

Author Aminatta For-
na described her as “one 
of [Wole] Soyinka’s so-
called ‘Renaissance gen-
eration,’ those Africans 
who came of age at the 
same time as their coun-
tries. She and other writ-
ers all over the continent 
had both the challenge 
and the joy that comes 
with being first, of writ-
ing Africa and Africans 
into literary existence. 
They embraced the task.”

British-Nigerian nov-
elist Bernardine Evaristo 
calle d her “an incre d-
ibly important” figure 
in the history of British 
literature, adding that 
The Joys of Motherhood 
“should be up there as 
t h e  f e m a l e ,  f e m i n i s t 
counterpart to Chinua 
Achebe’s celebrated and 
w i d e l y  t a u g h t  n o ve l 
Things Fall Apart”.

Kadija Sesay, friend 
and publisher of Sable 
LitMag, described her as 
“a rock for women writ-

ers and single mothers 
in an unassuming way”.

“Her fictionalised life 
story showe d women 
that they could survive 
a n d  s u c c e e d  t h ro u g h 
adversity and abuse and 
stand up for feminism – 
all without using those 
actual words,” she said.

Across  online plat-
forms,  Nigerians als o 
paid glowing tributes.

C h i n e z e  E z i a m a k a 
s a i d ,  “ I  j u s t  f i n i s h e d 
r e a d i n g  T h e  J o y s  o f 
Motherhood on Sunday. 
I‘ve read it several times 
and it  never gets old. 
You questioned a lot of 
things in the times that 
people didn’t question 
many things.”

And an anonymous 
commenter wrote, “I am 
saddened by this news! 
Buchi  Eme cheta ,  you 
w e re  my  ro l e  m o d e l . 
I  always lo oke d up to 
you. You raised 6 young 
children on your own in 
London. When I became 
separated from my hus-
band whom I marrie d 
at a very young age just 
like you married young 
to o, I  b e came a single 
mother overnight with 
3 young children in a for-
eign land. I remembered 
in your interview how 
you said you were work-
ing and schooling. How 
you did it, I don’t know.

Just like you, I went 
to school,  achieving 2 
Masters degrees and won 
a scholarship for my PhD. 
Adieu, great woman! You 
pay school fees for over 
60 children and I hope 
this legacy lives on.”

Despite her relentless 
fight, through her writ-
ings, for the liberation of 
women, Emecheta never 
accepted the feminist ap-
pellation.

“I  work toward the 
liberation of women, but 
I’m not feminist. I’m just 
a woman,” she said on 
one occasion.

On another occasion, 
she said, “Being a woman 
writer, I would be deceiv-
ing myself if I said I write 
completely through the 
eye of a man. There’s 
nothing bad in it ,  but 
that does not make me 
a feminist writer. I hate 
that name. The tag is 
from the Western world 
– like we are called the 
Third World.”

Born in Lagos on July 
21, 1944, to Igbo parents, 
Buchi at the age of 16 
married Sylvester On-
wordi, to whom she had 
been betrothed at the age 
of 11, and both of them 
relocated to England in 
1960. Her marriage was 
an unhappy one. She had 
five children in a space of 
six years and separated 
with her husband at 22. 
Her 1974 novel, Second 
Class Citizen, relays their 
unhappy and sometimes 
violent marriage and her 
struggles to bring up her 
children in London.

A prolific writer, her 
first novel, In the Ditch, 
was published in 1972; 
S e c o n d  C l a s s  C i t i z e n 
(1974); The Bride Price 
(1976) ;  The Slave Girl 
(1977); The Joys of Moth-
erhood  (1979); Destina-
tion Biafra (1982); The 

O
n e  o f  t h e  f r e -
qu e n t l y  a s ke d 
q u e s t i o n s  b y 
m o r t g a g e  l o a n 

seekers in Nigeria is what 
differences and similari-
t ies  exist  b etwe en the 
Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria (FMBN) and the 
Nigerian Mortgage Refi-
nance Company (NMRC) 
as s e c ondary mortgage 
institutions and housing 
loan providers.

By the first quarter of 
2014, the NMRC opened 
for business to provide 
secondary mortgage mar-
ket services for primary 
mortgage lenders for on-
lending to te eming Ni-
gerian housing loan ap-
plicants.

To open for business, 
the company was regis-
tered; the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) granted 
it approval, the board was 
set up, and World Bank 
provided a 40-year loan 
of $300 million, among 
other conditions. It is a 
strictly private sector-led 
company that is run more 
like a commercial bank. 

The FMBN has a dif-
ferent charter. It gets its 
funds from contributions 
by workers in the for-

for mortgage lending and 
title perfection through 
advocacy of a draft Model 
Mortgage and Foreclosure 
Law. It also accelerates 
the creation of new mort-
gage products, promotes 
affordable home owner-
ship for Nigerians and 
grows the contribution of 
mortgage sector to GDP in 
Nigeria.

In July 2015, the com-
pany successfully issued a 
15-year N8 billion Series 1 
Bond - the first mortgage 
refinance facility in Af-
rica to achieve this feat. 
This was done under its 
N140 billion medium term 
Note Programme, backed 
by an unconditional Fed-
eral Government guaran-
tee which it has deployed 
to the refinancing of the 
mortgage portfolio of its 
member banks.

mal sector. It is a Federal 
Government agency that 
provides mortgage loans 
to home loan applicants 
t h r o u g h  t h e  N at i o n a l 
H o u s i n g  F u n d  ( N H F ) 
which it supervises.

Experts say there are 
no reasons for people to 
raise concerns over the 
existence of NMRC side 
by side with FMBN, be-
cause each is no threat 
to the other. The major 
difference between them 
is that whereas govern-
ment appoints the FMBN 
board and largely guides 
its operations, the NMRC 
appoints its own CEO and 
memb ers  of  the  b oard 
from its subscribers. It is 
‘free’ from government 
interference.

The two c ompanies , 
even in their similarities 
as s e c ondary mortgage 
markets, also differ sig-
nificantly in their own-
ership and organisational 
structure and, according 
to Femi Johnson, a mort-
gage operator; they exist 
and operate side by side 
as is done in other climes 
such as Mexico and USA.

“In USA, Mexico and 
other plac es,  there are 
similar institutions that 

run paral lel  l ike  what 
we see with FMBN and 
NMRC. In those places, 
some of these institutions 
are funded by the private 
sector, some by the gov-
ernment, and others from 
workers’ salary”, Johnson 
informed.

In terms of operational 
model, the difference be-
twe en the two institu-
tions is fundamental in 
that for a primary mort-
gage lender to get money 
from the FMBN for on-
lending to  a  customer, 
he must know who his 
customer is.

He will  apprais e the 
customer bas e d on the 
parameter the FMBN has 
set and if the customer 
me ets  the criteria ,  the 
lender has to check the 
property for which the 
loan is to be given, evalu-
ate it and, based on that, 
package an application on 
behalf of the customer to 
FMBN and, on the basis 
of  this ,  FMBN wil l  re-
lease the money that the 
lender will give out to the 
customer.

The problem here is 
t h at  e ve n  t h o u g h  t h e 
lender has done his due 
diligence and every oth-

er thing, the FMBN will 
still do it again, a second 
t i m e ,  a n d  i f  i t  i s  o k ay 
with that, it will disburse 
to the lender and where 
it  is  not okay with the 
application,  it  will  not 
disburs e and, until  the 
lender gets the money, 
he will  not disburs e to 
the customer.

This is a long process 
that will be there for as 
long as two years which 
is why a lot of people run 
away from NHF contribu-
tion because they find it 
difficult to get the loan 
when they need it.

NMRC is  a  different 
ball game. The procedures 
are short and sharp, giv-
ing the customer b oth 
e a s e  a n d  c o nve n i e n c e 
of transacting business. 
Here, the money the lend-
er gives out to the cus-
tomer is his and so giving 
it out is his normal course 
of business.

After lending, he goes 
back to  NMRC to  refi-
nance it for the company 
to reimburse him so that 
he can lend to other cus-
tomers. In this case, he 
doesn’t have to wait for 
anybody before lending. 
It his money and so he can 

lend easily and directly to 
whoever applies.

G ra d u a l l y,  t h e  re f i -
nance company is taking 
the shine off FMBN and 
this  is  understandable 
given is core function of 
leveraging funding for 
m o r t g a g e  r e f i n a n c i n g 
and, by so doing, provides 
liquidity for the mortgage 
market to refinance the 
mortgage portfolio of its 
member banks, and im-
proves affordability by re-
ducing mortgage rates, ex-
tending mortgage terms, 
and lowering deposits.

T h e  c o m p a n y  e n -
hanc es standardisation 
of mortgage origination 
and administration pro-
c ess es within the mar-
ket through the Uniform 
Underwriting Standards 
(UUS), drives reforms to 
the enabling environment 

Rap e of  Shav i  (1983) ; 
Gwendolen (1989);  Ke-
hinde (1994) ;  and The 
New Tribe (2000).

Emecheta also wrote 
c h i l d re n  n o ve l s ,  N o -
where to Play (1980) and 
T h e  M o o n l i g h t  B r i d e 
(1980), and published a 
volume of autobiogra-
phy, Head Above Water, 
in 1986.

She won several hon-
ours for her writings. In 
1983, she was selected as 
one of 20 ‘Best of Young 
British Writers’ by the 
Book Marketing Council.

The ess enc e of  her 
w r i t i n g s  c a n  b e s t  b e 
s u m m e d  u p  i n  t h e s e 
words  from a  rev iew 
o n  l i t e rat u re . b r i t i s h -
council.org: “Emecheta’s 
writings document the 
author’s multi-layered 
yet intersecting identi-
ties: the diasporic single 
woman, the sociologist 
obs erving grim urban 
realities, the best-selling 
novelist ,  the narrator 
of African myths and 
t ra d i t i o n s  t h at  c l a s h 
against modernization, 
the re-creator of her con-
tinent’s enslaved trau-
matic historical past.”

Eme cheta has gone 
the way of all mortals, 
but she will continue to 
be remembered through 
her path-finding works.

PS: Last week, Panora-
ma erroneously referred 
to Donald Trump as the 
46th (instead of the 45th) 
president of the United 
States.  The error was 
purely typographical and 
is highly regretted.

Understanding FMBN and NMRC as loan providers Talking Mortgage
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I
f it were left on me to decide 
whether we should have 
a  g overnment  w ithout 
newspapers or newspapers 
without a government, I 

should not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter.” The preceding 
quotation is from a former President 
of the United States, Thomas 
Jefferson and it unambiguously 
underscores the importance of the 
media in a democracy.

 As the lifeline of any nation, 
the media provides not only 
information on what may affect the 
normal human being in his day-to-
day functioning, but also keeps him 
informed of developments around 
him. The reach of the media and the 
effect that it can have on the general 
public makes it the fulcrums of 
development in the world.

 Over the years, autocrats, 
tyrants and despots in various parts 
of the world, and over diverse ages, 
have tried very hard to silence the 
media for obvious reasons. In some 
cases, scores of journalists have 
been killed, maimed, jailed and 
dehumanized by despots whose 
main goal was to stifle the media. 

Between Trump and the media
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Societies with massive history of 
gross disrespect for democratic 
institutions and principles are 
often most guilty of spiteful anti 
media tendencies. Such abounds 
in quantum in Africa, Asia and, to a 
large extent, some nations in Eastern 
Europe, especially during the cold 
war era.

Ironically, however, what is 
currently playing out in the United 
States of America, the supposed 
leading light and self proclaimed 
global guardian of democratic 
tenets, is quite curious. President 
Donald Trump, without a doubt, 
cuts the image of one who is going 
to give his country’s media a raw 
deal. Never in the history of the 
country has a leader exhibited such 
overt disdain for the media.

To keen observes of unfolding 
events in the country, President 
Trump is on a retributive mission 
against the American media. They 
are certain that the President is 
out to get his pound of flesh on 
the media over what he considered 
‘bias media coverage’ in the last 
presidential election which he won, 
albeit without winning the popular 
vote. And the way the President 
is going about the business is not 
shrouded in secrecy. Unlike the 
conventional political leader who 
will openly court the media but 
surreptitiously ‘kill’ them behind 
the scene, Mr. Trump is explicitly 
mouthing his disgust for the media, 

and at every given opportunity.
A few days to his inauguration, 

the maverick business enigma cum 
politician, held a press conference 
in which he took his disdain for 
a section of the American media 
to a rather ridiculous height. 
On that occasion, Mr. Trump 
openly refused to allow questions 
from reporters of certain media 
platforms which he referred to as 
‘fake media’. It was so awful that 
one would think it was a tyrant 
back in the ancient days that was 
holding court. Sadly, some of his 
supporters, who were present at 
the event, cheered him on while at 
the same time they jeered profusely 
at the hapless reporters from the 
allegedly ‘fake’ media houses.

That was barely a week before Mr. 
Trump’s inauguration. About two 
days after his inauguration, while 
addressing members of the United 
States’ intelligent community at 
the CIA headquarters, Mr. Trump 
similarly lashed out at the media 
in a most unpresidential manner. 
He declared: “I have a running war 
with the media. They are among the 
most dishonest human beings on 
Earth…” Ironically, Mr. Trump who 
is extensively reputed for making 
largely unproven claims alleged 
that he dislikes the media because 
he loves honesty and thus prefers 
“honest reporting.”

As it is often the case in action 
p a c k e d  s e a s o n  m ov i e s,  t h e 
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presidential media lampoon did 
not end with the tirades at the CIA 
headquarters. A few hours after 
the event, Mr. Trump’s chief media 
aide, Sean Spicer, with the audacity 
of a Nazi war time media manager, 
hurriedly assembled the White 
House press corps into the James 
S. Brady briefing room, which his 
principal had earlier threatened 
to close, and tutored them on 
accountability. He said: “There’s 
been a lot of talk in the media about 
the responsibility to hold Donald 
Trump accountable. And I’m here to 
tell you that it goes two ways. We’re 
going to hold the press accountable, 
as well.”

Within the few days of his 
presidency, it is so glaring that 
Mr. Trump is metaphorically 
poised for war in many fronts. He 
is at war with the American political 
establishment. He is at war with 
a ‘fraudulent voting’ order in his 
country. Outside America, the 
European Union doesn’t seem to 
catch his fancy; same for NATO. 
As for Mexico, that country had 
better started figuring out how 
it will finance the great wall that 
Trump is bent on building along 
the two nations’ border. German 
leader, Angela Merkel, is equally 
not likely to have it easy with the 
Trump presidency. Remember the 
mouthful Mr. Trump had earlier 
referred to her refugee policy as 
catastrophe!

“
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T
hey were fresh off the 
b o a t ,  t h e  g ro u p  o f 
refugees I met this time 
last year. They had fled 
their homes in Syria, 

travelled halfway across Turkey, 
and placed their lives in the hands 
of a gang of people smugglers 
promising to get them to Europe. 
Despite all that they had endured, 
one of them told me, upon landing 
on the Greek island of Lesbos, that 
they had panicked only once during 
that perilous voyage: when their 
mobile phone signal disappeared.

That signal, however weak, had 
been the refugees’ only link to the 
outside world. When it vanished 
– when they truly had no way to 
contact family, friends, or anyone 
who could help them – they were 
gripped by a sense of isolation and 
fear more intense than they had 
ever experienced. It is a feeling no 
one should have to endure ever 
again.

F o r  m o s t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  w o r l d  –  a n d 

Visionary voices
Connectivity and the modern refugee

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

everyone at this year’s World 
Economic Forum Annual Meeting 
in Davos – connectivity is a fact 
of life. We have mobile phones, 
tablets, and computers, all linked 
to superfast – and accelerating – 
broadband networks. Add to that 
an ever-increasing number of 
social-media platforms, and we are 
always in contact with one another. 
Information flows so freely and 
relentlessly, in fact, that we tend 
to worry more about overload than 
scarcity.

Fo r  re f u g e e s,  l i f e  i s  v e r y 
different. Globally, refugees are 
50% less likely than the general 
population to have an Internet-
enabled phone, and 29% of refugee 
households have no phone at all. 
Though 90% of refugees located in 
urban environments live in places 
with 2G or 3G coverage, about a 
fifth of those living in rural areas 
have no connectivity at all.

This is a big deal. For refugees, 
connectivity is not a luxury, but a 
lifeline – one that has become all 
the more important at a time when 
sentiment in many host countries 
is turning against them (even as 
plenty of grassroots movements 
and communities remain eager to 
help). In some cases, technology 
can do what hostile politicians and 

the opportunity to broaden our 
partnerships to hundreds,  i f 
not thousands, of organizations 
worldwide that are willing to help 
refugees.

Realizing this potential requires 
overcoming two key challenges. 
First, we must figure out how to 
improve connectivity for refugees 
today. Second, we must position 
ourselves to use technology more 
effectively tomorrow.

Overcoming these challenges 
will require, first and foremost, 
that governments improve access, 
including by investing in the 
necessary digital infrastructure. 
It will also require contributions 
from the private sector, particularly 
telecommunications providers, 
which can lend their technological 
exper tise,  global  reach,  and 
spending power to help ensure 
access to affordable phones and 
computers, inexpensive data plans, 
and training in digital literacy.

Success on these fronts will 
require using microwave links, 
satellite dishes, unused television 
spectrum, drones, and balloons to 
improve wireless Internet access 
and capabilities in locations 
containing many refugees. Because 
the vast majority of today’s refugees 
are in developing countries, 

improved connectivity would carry 
far-reaching benefits for the host 
communities.

 I n  2 0 1 4 ,  m y  c o l l e a g u e s 
encountered a young Syrian man 
called Hany, who had fled the city 
of Homs with his family and found 
refuge in a camp in Lebanon’s 
Beka’a Valley. A poet, rapper, and 
photographer, Hany was such 
a force of nature that it took my 
colleagues a while to realize he had 
a serious eye condition and could 
see only a few inches in front of his 
face. His mobile phone was utterly 
essential. It enabled him to learn 
English, take his first photographs, 
and call for help when he needed it. 
That same phone rang one day with 
the news that the city of Regina, 
Canada, was to be his new home. 
As he put it, “my phone is my little 
world.”

For refugees like Hany, staying 
connected is not only a matter of 
survival; it also provides a route to 
self-reliance and independence, 
boosting their own wellbeing and 
enabling them to contribute to the 
communities that host them. Last 
year, the World Economic Forum 
launched a program called Internet 
for all. We must ensure that “All” 
includes refugees.

(c) Project Syndicate
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reluctant governments will not: 
give refugees a chance to rebuild 
their lives.

Connectivity means, at the most 
fundamental level, being able to 
remain in contact with family 
members left behind, some of 
whom may still be at risk of violence 
or persecution. Connectivity also 
provides access to important and 
up-to-date information about new 
threats, such as disease outbreaks 
or the spread of conflict, or the 
availability of necessities like food 
and water, clothing, shelter, and 
health care.

In the longer term, connectivity 
can support online education and 
training that equips refugees for 
the workforce. It can help them find 
employment, and link them with 
legal or other crucial services. And 
it can enable them to communicate 
more easily with organizations 
like the United Nations Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), telling us what 
they need most, what we’re getting 
right, and where we need to make 
changes.

In a world of unlimited data, 
there is little stopping us from 
providing refugees with this 
lifesaving connectivity.  If  we 
are smart about how we design 
digital aid systems, we will have 

Good and well  structured 
educational system is one 
of the vital factors in the 

socio-economic development of 
any nation. Education is regarded 
as critical instrument in the battle 
against poverty. It empowers the 
individual with necessary knowledge 
and set of skills to actualize potential 
and maximize opportunities in life.  
It is for this reason that governments 
across the world devote a good 
chunk of available resources to the 
development of the educational 
sector.

In Nigeria, Lagos is arguably 
the State with the highest number 
of public schools, students and 
teachers. It has consistently been 
churning out the highest number of 
candidates for public examinations 
in Nigeria since 1967.  As a melting 
point with a bourgeoning population 
in excess of 20 million, provision of 
qualitative education in Lagos State 
has been a daunting task.

But to the praise of successive 
administrations especially from the 
period of Alhaji Lateef Jakande, who 

The silent revolution in Lagos education sector
first introduced and successfully 
implemented free education policy, 
the State has been able to stand tall 
as a true model for other State.

However, one peculiarity about 
Lagos as with other mega cities 
is that work and investment on 
infrastructure as well as human 
and physical development is always 
work in progress.  The current 
administration in the state clearly 
understands that the task of making 
Lagos State “the model of excellence 
in the provision of education in 
A f r i c a”  r e q u i r e s  m e t i c u l o u s 
attention. To this end, the sum of 
92.4 billion naira, representing 
11.37 percent has been allocated to 
education sector in the State budget 
for 2017.

Government has directed the 
pol ic y  toward ensur ing equal 
educational opportunity in the 
State,  encourage parents  who 
might  other wise neglect  their 
children’s education to send their 
children to school and making 
education affordable for everyone. 
So, within the half- time of the 
administration’s tenure, the wheels 
of what is mutating to be a historic 
education revolution in Lagos 
were rolled off with aggressive 
rehabilitation of public schools 
throughout the length and breadth 
of the state.  Several hundreds of 
classroom blocks have been built 
and renovated while thousands of 
students and teachers furniture 
supplied to various primary and 

million students in the state to have 
access to the coding system by the 
year 2019.

Cheeringly, the dividend of the 
state’s investment in education is 
paying off. Recently, the Lagos State 
Science Competition team emerged 
the overall “Best State Team” at the 
2016 National Festivals of School 
Science Competition held at Ado 
Ekiti. The team won the 1St, 2nd and 
4thprizes, a feat that qualified the 
State to represent Nigeria at the 2016 
International Science Exhibition 
Fair (ISEF) in Phoenix, Arizona, USA 
in May, 2016. Three of the six (6) best 
projects at the Festival were from 
Lagos State. The Projects include 
Flood Prevention and Control with 
Mobile App by Lagos State Model 
College, Kankon, Badagry.

Earlier in 2015, Lagos school also 
emerged as the overall best at the 
2015 National Robotics Competition 
held at the Oriental Hotel, Victoria 
Island, Lagos and this qualified the 
State to represent Nigeria at the 
2015 World Robot Olympiad (WRO) 
in Doha, Qatar. Six (6) Students 
from the State Public Schools were 
presented with Medals at the 2015 
National Science and Mathematics 
Olympiad Competition held at the 
International Conference Centre, 
Abuja.

T h e  2 0 1 6  P T D F  E m e r g i n g 
Ta l e n t s  S c i e n c e  C o m p e t i t i o n 
organized by Petroleum Technology 
Development Fund (PTDF) for 
Senior Secondary Schools Students 

w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  2 4 t h  –  2 5 t h 
November, 2016 and the students 
of Lagos State Public Schools won 
eight prizes out of the 9 available 
prizes; the Students/Schools have 
qualified to represent the State 
at the Zonal final coming up in 
Abeokuta, Ogun State in 2017.

It was also the Lagos State team 
that emerged the overall best State 
at the 2015 and 2016 NNPC National 
Quiz Competition (Zonal finals) 
held at Oshogbo, Osun State and 
represented South-West zone at the 
National finals of the Competitions.

Students of public schools have 
won all the Spelling Bee contests 
from inception to date. It is worth 
mentioning that the sick father of 
the last winner, Olufemi Oladeinde 
of Shasha Senior Grammar Schools, 
w a s  t re at e d  by  a  d o c t o r  w h o 
incidentally was an alumnus of that 
same school.

Presently, Lagos provides free 
education to over One Million 
pupils/students in 1,010 primary 
schools with a population of about 
497,318 pupils ;  670 Junior and 
Senior Secondary Schools with 
a population of about 564,758 
students  and 5 Technical  and 
Vocational Schools across the state.

While running a purely social 
responsibility, the state government 
is not pretending to be in luxury 
c o n t e s t  w i t h  p r o f i t  o r i e n t e d 
educational institutions. The goal is 
to ensure that every child is offered 
unhindered access to education. 

secondary schools.
In line with the commitment 

of  the present  administrat ion 
to expand access to knowledge 
for Lagosians, the State’ science 
l a b o r a t o r i e s  a r e  n o w  b e t t e r 
equipped and the enthusiasm of 
students to be science inclined 
has become very high with a lot of 
success recorded. Equally, the state 
government has completed the 
renovation and upgrade of public 
libraries in eighteen secondary 
schools across the State with top 
class facilities. Lagos Digital Library, 
an online repository of education 
content, is ready and will as well be 
launched in February, 2017.

The Lagos state government 
a p p re c i a t e s  t h a t  a s  m u c h  a s 
physical infrastructure is important, 
adequate and quality teachers in 
schools are as important.  Thus, as 
part of measure to bridge the gap 
in the teacher/pupil ratio in the 
state, the government recruited one 
thousand, three hundred (1,300) 
teachers for primary schools while 
another 1000 teachers were recruited 
for public secondary schools in 
2016. Similarly, government has 
been paying attention to teachers’ 
welfare.

Also, from April  2017, Code 
Lagos centres are to be launched 
in 500 primary, secondary and 
tertiary institutions (private and 
public) across the State, as well 
as in all public libraries and ICT 
spaces. The ultimate goal is for one 
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T
he departure of the Gambia’s 
leader of twenty-two years, 
former president Yahya Jam-
meh on the 21st of January, 
2017 into exile in Guinea is a 

good ending to a drama that, while it 
lasted, created fear, foreboding and un-
certainty, not only in the Gambia where 
the unfortunate drama began but also in 
West Africa and indeed the rest of Africa.

For West Africa, whose sub-regional 
body, the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) resolved not to 
condone impunity; it was a case of never 
again. In the late 1980’s and the 1990’s, 
West Africa was the centre of civil wars 
that led to the devastation of Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. Those struggling nations 
with limited but untapped resources are 
still battling to find their feet and get the 
gory experiences of the civil war that 
devastated their countries behind them.

Like in the case of the Gambia, which 
thankfully has been averted, it began like 
a joke, a struggle for power that at first 
appeared foolish and then took on a life of 
its own and before long, ethnic loyalties 
were mobilised and before one could say 
ECOWAS!, the citizens found themselves 
involved in murderous conflict.

When the history of the effort to 
contain the civil wars that engulfed Li-
beria and Sierra Leone are written, great 
tribute would be paid to Nigeria and its 
leadership then under retired military 
president, Ibrahim Babangida and sub-
sequent Nigerian leaders who came after 
him for supervising the mopping up of 
hostilities. Tribute would also be paid to 
ECOWAS, the African Union and the UN 
which supported the Nigerian military 
intervention thus making it a legal ven-
ture in international law.

In the recent case of the Gambian 
impasse and unlike what obtained in 
the former cases we had in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone, one has to commend the 
singular determination of the leadership 
and member-states of ECOWAS who from 
the word go, frowned at the unfolding il-
legality and unconstitutionality brewing 
in the Gambia, and which left unattended 
would have presented the sub-regional 
body with a dilemma as well as a bad 
example in the attempt to enthrone de-
mocracy and orderly transfer of power in 
the sub-region after the commendable ex-
ample of Nigeria in 2015, which brought 
President Muhammadu Buhari to power. 
It was therefore, natural that in reaching 
the consensus to say no to sit-tightism 
and impunity, and ensure that the cul-
ture of democracy which has been lit in 
Ghana, Nigeria and to some considerable 
degree in other ECOWAS states was not 
extinguished, the sub-regional body took 
the unambiguous and courageous step 
of saddling Nigeria with the responsibil-
ity of ensuring that normalcy and the 
Constitution was restored in the Gambia.

It needs be noted that while Guinean 

President, Alpha Conde and the Mau-
ritanian President Mohammed Ould 
Abdel Aziz held the final meeting that 
convinced former Gambian leader, Yahya 
Jammeh that he has no other choice than 
to revert to his earlier acceptance of the 
result of the December 2016 presidential 
election in his country, the foundation 
had already been laid by the ECOWAS 
mediation team led by Nigeria’s Muham-
madu Buhari.

The ECOWAS mediation team set up 
immediately the sign of trouble reared its 
head was made up of President Muham-
madu Buhari of Nigeria, Liberian leader, 
Eileen Johnson-Sirleaf, former president 
John Mahama of Ghana, who lost a recent 
election and peacefully accepted the result, 
the President of Sierra Leone, Ernest Bai 
Koroma and top international diplomats.

The Muhammadu Buhari-led mediation 
team took their task seriously. The pres-
ence of Liberia’s Eileen Johnson-Sirleaf, 
and her Sierra Leonean counterpart, Ko-
roma, were instructive. The two countries 
suffered immensely because of politically- 
motivated civil war and today, these two 
leaders have the onerous responsibility to 
bring their countries back to reckoning.

The team travelled twice to Banjul 
and met the then recalcitrant Yahya 
Jammeh who has ruled the tiny country 
for upwards of twenty-two years after 
he led a successful coup d’état against 
former President Dauda Jawara. While 
it seemed that Jammeh was not moved 
by the mature counsel and entreaties of 
the distinguished team of leaders and 
ex- leaders of the sub-region, to the credit 
of the Buhari-led team, the bravado and 
coyness of the former Gambian leader, 

did not divide their ranks. They made it 
clear to the former Gambian leader that 
it behooves on him to respect the wishes 
of the people of his country as already ex-
pressed in the December 2016 election re-
sult which gave victory to his opponent in 
the election, Adama Barrow. Second, the 
Buhari team also let it be known that mili-
tary force would be used to ensure Jam-
meh’s compliance in which case the drama 
would have an unpleasant end. Third, 
for emphasis and to leave Jammeh and 
his supporters in no doubt on the unity 
of the mediation team and the ECOWAS, 
after its last meeting which was like an 
ultimatum, President Buhari’s team took 
with them Adama Barrow to the France-
Africa summit meeting in Bamako, Mali, 
few days to the deadline given to Jammeh 
and the swearing in of the new Gambian 
leader. In Mali, Barrow was presented and 
acknowledged to the leaders gathered as 
the legitimate president-elect of Gambia! 
This development helped to further isolate 
the former Gambian leader.

The master-stroke by the Buhari 
mediation team came when Yahya Jam-
meh was presented with a fait accompli, 
with the swearing-in of Adama Barrow 
as the legitimate President of the Gambia 
in Dakar, Senegal in the premises of the 
Gambian Embassy! The import of this was 
that such a ceremony took place without 
opposition from Gambian officials and 
citizens in Senegal meaning that Gambian 
diplomats in Senegal and other countries 
were one with the people in their elec-
tion choice and supported the consensus 
resolve of ECOWAS and the international 
community that Jammeh’s time was up.

Therefore, going by all the deliberate 

and systematic efforts and foundation 
laid by the Buhari mediation commit-
tee as well as the mobilisation of troops 
from Nigeria, Senegal and a few other 
countries positioned at the border be-
tween Gambia and Senegal, the road 
has been paved and made clear for the 
success of the last ditch and last minute 
intervention by the respected leaders 
of Guinea and Mauritania, to convince 
the former Gambian leader, that indeed 
the game was up. The choice left was for 
Jammeh to allow reason to prevail on his 
part or disaster to follow. Thus everyone, 
including his most ardent supporters ex-
pressed tearful relief when he chose the 
part of honour and patriotism to respect 
the wishes of the people of Gambia and 
ECOWAS and prevent an ugly encounter.

Thus as Jammeh begins his exile in 
Guinea, it behoves on the new Gambian 
leader, Adama Barrow to work hard and 
justify the hope, confidence and expecta-
tions of the people of the Gambia in his 
leadership. It is re-assuring to note that 
in his swearing-in speech in Dakar, Presi-
dent Barrow promised reforms to give 
the people of Gambia, a new lease of life. 
We urge him to go on and carry out these 
reforms as long as the Gambia would be 
better for it to correct the unpleasant 
aspects of the legacy of the former leader, 
Yahya Jammeh. That way, President 
Barrow would have justified the efforts 
and risks taken by the ECOWAS media-
tion team and indeed the international 
community, in calling the bluff of former 
President Yahya Jammeh.

Okoroma, a political analyst, writes 
from Abuja and can be reached via iheo-
koroma@yahoo.co.uk
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Sani: An incurable ‘rebel’ in a disorganised family

A
s  t h i n g s  b e -
gin to play out 
in the various 
strata of Nige-
ria’s turbulent 
democracy this 

2017, there is one voice that 
has decided to play the role of 
trumpeter, and that is Shehu 
Sani, an APC senator, repre-
senting Kaduna Central.

Sani is currently chairman, 
Senate ad-hoc committee on 
Mounting Humanitarian Cri-
sis in the North-East. Born 29 
October 1967, Shehu Sani is 
an author, playwright and a 
human rights activist; it may 
be the latter that has refused to 
be subdued but has rather been 
surging to the fore these past 
few months. He is President 
of the Civil Rights Congress of 
Nigeria (CRCN) and the Chair-
man of Hand-in-Hand, Africa. 
He was a leading figure in the 
struggle for the restoration of 
democracy in Nigeria and has 
been arrested and jailed by 
past military regimes in Nige-
ria. He was released from life 
imprisonment when Democ-
racy was restored in Nigeria 
in 1999.

Sani, who is very active on 
social media (Facebook and 
twitter) has had several fall-
outs with other colleagues and 
also with the current regime on 
its anti-corruption fight, recent 
of which was the letter writ-
ten to the Senate by President 
Muhammadu Buhari on the 
resolution for sack of the Sec-
retary to the Federal Govern-
ment, Babachair David Lawal, 
which he faulted.

In his response to the let-
ter in which President Bu-
hari turned down demand 
for Lawal’s resignation, Sani 
said he was appalled that the 
President could be misled to 
write such a letter, describing 
it as “the funeral service for 
anti-corruption fight” in the 
country.

During his tirade on the 
floor of the upper chamber 
last Tuesday, he accused the 
presidency of hypocrisy and 
lies, even as he went ahead to 
defend the report of his com-
mittee. He said it was shocking 
to him that such a letter could 
come from the presidency with 
such misinformation and out-
right distortions. He accused 
the presidency of standing 
truth on its head by saying that 
the committee didn’t invite 
the SGF.

“Mr. Senate President when 
it comes to fighting corruption 
in the National Assembly and 
the Judiciary and in the larger 

SGF did not in any way change 
the position of the Senate.

According to records, dur-
ing his school days at Kaduna 
Polytechnic, he was a student 
union activist. He was chair-
man, Central Mobilisation 
Committee of PAN-African 
Student Organisation and 
president, African Democratic 
Youth Congress. He served as 
social Director Kaduna State 
Students Union. Sani came 
from a Nigerian middle-class 
family. He trained in the UK 
and Germany and had worked 
with pro-Northern New Nige-
rian Newspaper for 30 years.

The author is not playing to 
the gallery and his belief is that 
“We have a moral duty to en-
sure that the humanitarian cri-
sis in the north east shouldn’t 
be an opportunity for public 
officials to enrich themselves.

Meanwhile, his outburst has 
earned him a summon letter 
from the highest echelon of 
the broom party, drafted by 
John Odigie-Oyegun, who is 
the current party’s chairman, 
to appear before it, to explain 
his utterances regarding the 
anti-corruption crusade of the 
president.

The author cum activist is 
no stranger to controversy as 
it can be recalled that early last 
year; Sani was suspended for 
11 months by the APC Kaduna 
State chapter for criticising the 

Shehu Sani, appalled by the   shinanigans in high places
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Nigeria sector, the President 
uses insecticide and when it 
comes to fighting corruption 
within the presidency, they use 
deodorants.

“I stand by the report of 
that committee and it is very 
clear to us: if we can allow 
this committee’s report to be 
shredded into pieces then I 
think it would be in order for 
us to open all the 138 prisons 
in this country for all convicts 
and awaiting trial inmates to 
go scot free.

“It is unfortunate that we 
have a political atmosphere 
where you have a saintly and 
angelic presidency and a devil-
ish and evil society. We must in 
every respect fight corruption 
within the kitchen as we do 
in the veranda; if we don’t do 
that, then, we are being hypo-
critical.

“This letter does not in any 
way reflect the spirit with 
which we espoused as a people 
fighting to cleanse and fumi-
gate this country of corrup-
tion.”

Sani is not alone in his 
views that vindicating Lawal 
is a wrong move made by the 
presidency as chairman, sen-
ate committee on media and 
public affairs, Senator Aliyu 
Sabi Abdullahi insists that the 
“Senate stands on its resolution 
on Lawal.” And that President 
Buahri’s letter absolving the 

policies of the state govern-
ment. Sani had alleged that 
Governor, Nasir El-Rufai was 
using federal allocation of the 
state to pay Fulani herdsmen 
not to attack the people of 
Southern Kaduna and to pay 
the state executive members 
to suspend him (Sani) from the 
party, stating that Kaduna APC 
is a congregation of political 
appointees of El-Rufai.

“I have been so suspended 
by El-Rufai’s men to the point 
that my car may not need sus-
penders again. I am also think-
ing of opening a private chem-
istry school to teach students 
on suspension. I remembered 
my elementary chemistry 
where suspension is defined 
as ‘A heterogenous mixture in 
which the solute particles do 
not dissolve but get suspended 
throughout the bulk of the 
medium’. I’m proud to be sus-
pended by El-Rufai, a serpent 
in the caravan of change,” he 
said in a statement.

Sani further scoffed that “El-
Rufai gets his political advice 
from an adviser who serves 
as his apprentice, who has 
never won an election; a serial 
lickspittle, a duffer, a clownish 
buffoon. A man so chroni-
cally despised and dismissed by 
even the cabinet members of 
his government and the party 
members in the state.”

According to him, “El-Rufai 

has become a hostage of an 
‘adviser’ who continuously 
extorts money from the gov-
ernment in the name of either 
recalling or suspending Shehu; 
a project that makes no impact 
than continuously rubbishing 
the governor.”

“Since we came to office 
on May 29th 2015, El-Rufai’s 
Kaduna APC held about eight 
Press conferences and all the 
eight Press conferences were 
about ‘suspending Shehu Sani’ 
or ‘confirming the suspension 
of Shehu Sani’ or ‘ratifying the 
suspension of Shehu Sani’ or 
‘affirming the suspension of 
Shehu Sani’. It has ridiculously 
reached to a point that each 
time Kaduna journalists are 
invited by El-Rufai’s Kaduna 
APC, it is to write the repeated 
story of Shehu Sani’s suspen-
sion,” he taunted.

Based on the suspension 
Sani was to desist from all par-
ty activities for the 11 months 
as stated but then, when en-
quiries were carried out, some 
executive members denied 
knowledge of the suspension 
claiming that their signatures 
were forged.

Now that he has been sum-
moned by the big boss in the 
party, what would be his fate? 
Would he allow himself to 
be brow-beaten or choose to 
stand on path of honour? Time 
will tell.

MABEL DIMMA   

PersonalityOfTheWeek



I
t is not the metal net set 
atop a basin of smoulder-
ing charcoal that catches 
your attention, though 
that too may be eye-pop-

ping. It is the content of the 
net that makes you not want 
to take your eyes off until you 
have had a taste of it – peeled 
plantains, potatoes and size-
able slices of yam literarily 
dripping oil as the heat from 
the fire underneath gradually 
browns them, readying them 
for eating.

The aroma from the sauce 
alone makes you salivate. 
As you draw closer and take 
a peep at the pot of sauce 
steaming on the fire, you 
see it is a mixture of onions, 
red pepper and other ingre-
dients soaked in fresh palm 
oil. Inside the pot are other 
garnishments – dry fish, fried 
fish and ponmo (cow skin) – 
making it simply irresistible 
to the eyes.

Atop a local charcoal stove 
nearby sits a big pot of steam-
ing beans exuding its own 
aroma. By this time, you’ve 
decided that you must have a 
taste of this delicacy.

You walk into the make-
shift kiosk – a tarpaulin roof 
spread between an adjoining 
wall and two wooden ‘pillars’ 
stuck into the ground – sit 
on one of the many plastic 
chairs resting on the wall 
and place your orders. The 
madam’s assistant reaches 
out and grabs an empty 4-litre 
plastic bucket. With a dishing 
spoon she scoops two spoons 
of beans into the bucket. She 
picks one plantain from the 
metal net, cleans off the slight 
burns, slices it into bits and 
pours it into the bucket. With 
the same spoon she scoops 
some sauce from the steam-
ing pot, adds pepper, salt, 
sliced onions, and some utazi 
leaves. She stirs everything 
with the spoon and turns it 
into a waiting plate. She picks 
two pieces of ponmo from the 
pot and places them on top of 
the food, then dips a dessert 
spoon on it and hands the 
food over to you.

“Your money is N300,” she 
says.

Welc ome to  the home 
of roasted food, a business 
through which an increasing 
number of Nigerian women 
are finding their livelihood 
and supporting their families.

Changing dynamics

Roasting for a living
CHUKS OLUIGBO

Roasted plantain (called 
‘boli’ in Yoruba) eaten with 
fried groundnuts has for long 
been savoured in the south-
ern parts of Nigeria. In La-
gos in particular, it has for 
long been the only business 
known to some women who 
roast ripe and unripe plantain 
by the roadside and sell them 
with fried groundnuts.

In Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State, roasted plantain and 
yam are considered as ‘fast-
food’. Roasted plantains are 
sold alongside roasted yam 
and assorted fish – croaker, 
mackerel or other type of fish.

In yam-producing areas, 
especially Benue State, the 
practice of roasting whole 
tubers of yam by the roadside 
and selling them, served with 
palm oil, to commuters and 
motorists has been going on 
for a long while.

E l s e w h e r e ,  h o w e v e r, 
roasted yam, even though 
savoured by many, was not 
commonly sold on the streets. 
Sweet potato was completely 
out of the question.

In recent times, however, 
all this has changed. Roasted 

yam and potato have joined 
the fray in full force, with 
many women taking the busi-
ness to a new height.

More women embrace the 
business

A recent trip to Owerri, 
Imo State, revealed that an 
increased number of women 
have embraced the business. 
On virtually every street, 
you are likely to see at least 
one woman roasting either 
plantain or yam or potato or 
a combination of the three, 
while some streets have as 
many as three women do-
ing the business. And people 
cluster there to have a taste.

As you travel on the Lagos-
Benin Expressway, it’s com-
mon these days to see more 
women hawking boli at major 
stops or at bad spots along the 
road.

Also in Lagos, they are at 
every bus-stop, in the mar-
kets, at street corners – ev-
erywhere. There are over six 
women sitting close to each 
other and s elling roaste d 
plantain and groundnuts at 
Volks Bus-stop along Lagos-
Badagry Expressway. Under 

the Lagos International Trade 
Fair Complex flyover bridge 
along the same expressway, 
they are uncountable.

While many of the women 
still roast just plantain which 
they sell with fried ground-
nuts, some have gone more 
creative. In addition to roast-
ed plantain, yam and potato, 
these ones make tasty sauce 
and also cook beans by the 
side to provide more variet-
ies and more choices for their 
customers.

In other words, a customer 
can choose to eat roasted 
plantain with beans, roasted 
potato with beans, roasted 
yam with beans, or any oth-
er combination of choice. 
Whichever choices the cus-
tomer makes, they are then 
mixed with beans and sauce, 
in addition to all the other 
garnishments, to produce a 
very delicious and satisfying 
meal. Many patrons of roasted 
food confess that there is 
no combination as tasty as 
roasted ripe plantain and 
beans garnished with ugba 
(sliced oil bean seed) and utazi 
leaves.

On Mission Street, Satel-
lite Town, Lagos, Mrs Anita 
Chukwu-Njoku runs a make-
shift mini bukka specialis-
ing in roasted food eaten 
with well-prepared sauce 
garnished with onions, pep-
per, smoked fish, fried fish, 
cow skin (ponmo) and other 
assortments.

There, she’s the only one 
selling roasted food, though 
there are a number of other 
women doing the same busi-
ness on Community Road and 
Marwa Road at each end of 
Mission Street, which houses 
the popular Saints Michael, 
Raphael and Gabriel Catholic 
Church.

“I’m doing this business to 
support my family. I believe 
every woman that’s hustling 
is doing so to support her hus-
band, nothing more. She is not 
the head of the family, she is 
there to support because we 
women, na helper they call 
us, abi?” she says as she turns 
the plantains and yam roast-
ing atop the metal net so as to 
prevent them from scorching.

Low entry point
Many women in this line of 
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An increasing number of Nigerian women are supporting their families selling roasted food 
by the roadside, and they are enjoying high patronage



I’m doing this business to 
support my family. I believe 

every woman that’s hustling is 
doing so to support her husband, 

nothing more. She is not the 
head of the family, she is there to 

support because we women, 
na helper they call us, abi?
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business say the attraction for 
them is the low entry point as 
the business does not require 
a lot of capital, depending on 
how small or how big you 
want to make it. Some women 
told BDSUNDAY that with as 
low as N5,000 you can start 
the business.

“All you need for a start is 
a bunch of plantain, and you 
can get some for as low as 
N1,000; N200 charcoal will 
be enough for a start; you 
need a metal bowl to hold the 
charcoal, a metal net to place 
over the fire, and perhaps 
two stools. You can also buy 
some cups of groundnuts and 
fry it by yourself. That’s all 
you need if you want to do 
only bole. You can buy more 
as profit grows,” says Madam 
Susanna, who sells roasted 
food at Mile 2.

“But if you want to do it in 
a bigger way, you will need 
a bigger capital because in 
addition to plantain, you will 
need to buy tubers of yam, po-
tatoes, a pot and some ingre-
dients for making sauce. You 
may also need to buy some 
fish and ponmo if you want 
it to be more attractive. Then 
if you want to make it even 
bigger, that is, if you want to 
add beans, then you will need 
to buy some sizeable quantity 
of beans and an extra pot for 
the beans,” she adds without 
speculating on the possible 
amount of start-up capital 
required.

But Mrs Chukwu-Njoku 
suggests that to do it in a rela-
tively large scale, you need at 
least N30,000 to start.

“You need to buy a basin 
for charcoal,  a metal net, 
tubers of yam, bunches of 
plantain as well. You will buy 
pots and other utensils. You 
will buy palm oil, and you 
know how expensive palm oil 
is in the market now. In fact, 
everything in the market now 
is very expensive,” she says.

“I’m saying this because 
if you really want to suc-
ceed, you need to arrange 
your market in such a way 
that it will look appetizing to 
passers-by and they will be 
eager to buy. You also need 
to prepare the sauce very well 
so that when people taste it, 
they will like to come back 
again. If you don’t do it well, 
it’s like asking the customer 
not to come back. But when 
you do it very well, when 
people taste it, they will like 
to come back next time to eat 
at your place. Even if they 
don’t stay around, they will 
come to eat whenever they 
come around,” she says.

According to her, the price 
of a bunch of plantain depends 
on the size. Some bunches of 
plantain go for as low as N500; 
that’s for the ones with very 

tiny seeds. The bigger seeds 
go for as high as N1,500 per 
bunch, some N2,500 for two 
bunches, and some N5,500 for 
four bunches.

Similarly, prices of yam 
tubers range from N500 to 
N1,200 depending on the size. 
There were no potatoes on 
fire when BDSUNDAY visited 
Mrs Chukwu-Njoku’s spot.

Level of patronage
As many Nigerians seek 

variety away from the regu-
lar food they are used to, the 
demand for roasted food has 
continued to grow. In many 
areas where there is large 
population, the demand for 
this delicacy often outstrips 
supply. Some women into this 
business say they are often 
unable to meet demand be-
cause of high patronage.

I n d e e d ,  M r s  C h u k w u -

Njoku says one reason many 
more women are embracing 
the business is because it is a 
fast-moving market.

“Edible things naturally 
move market because they 
are things that people always 
need. If you sell something 
that people need, they will 
easily buy it from you,” she 
says.

Close to ‘Area B’ Police 
Command in Apapa, Lagos, 
there is only one woman sell-
ing roasted yam, plantain and 
potatoes mixed with sauce. 
She has re cently adde d a 
small pot of beans to provide 
additional variety.

On a typical afternoon, you 
cannot withstand the queue 
of customers waiting at this 
spot to be served. Sitting on 
a bench leant against a wire 
hedge separating the track 

road that hosts the woman’s 
spot and a flower garden, 
customers wait patiently for 
their turn, sometimes for as 
long as 30 minutes. Many 
of these customers are staff 
of the many companies that 
dot the area. Even some ex-
ecutives and mid-level staff 
of some high-profile compa-
nies patronise the woman 
by proxy. Some uniformed 
security men from banks and 
other companies around the 
area who come to buy the 
delicacy tell BDSUNDAY that 
some of the takeaway pack-
ages they buy are actually for 
the big ogas who sit in posh, 
air-conditioned offices.

“People patronize me a lot. 
I’ll not deny my God. He’s 
doing it. He that started it is 
finishing it. Since I started my 
business, it has been moving. 
Whatever I shed every day, 
including the big pot of beans 
you see on fire, I always finish 
selling it,” Mrs Chukwu-Njoku 
admits.

But in spite of the high 
patronage, she says the profit 
margin is not that high, add-
ing, however, that the more 
you s ell ,  the higher your 
profit margin.

“What matters in business 
is turnover, and turnover in 
this business is okay because 
it’s a moving business,” she 
says.

Why people patronise 
roasted food

On why many more people 

are patronizing roasted foods 
instead of the traditional 
foods that they are used to – 
such as rice, beans and fufu 
– Mrs Chukwu-Njoku says it 
is basically because roasted 
food can sustain more than 
many traditional foods.

“People usually call this 
type of food six-to-six. What 
this means is that when they 
eat it, it will sustain them for 
a longer time; all they have to 
do is to be drinking only wa-
ter at intervals,” she explains.

“Other foods, when you eat 
them, few hours later you’ll 
be looking for something else 
to eat, but when you eat this 
one, it will hold you. With the 
current economic hardship in 
the country, everybody is try-
ing to manage. So when you 
eat it in the morning, your 
next meal may be at night. It 
helps you to save cost. That’s 
why people are rushing to it, 
nothing more,” she says.

John Olawale, a real estate 
agent in Satellite Town, who 
says he eats roasted food at 
least three times a week, 
agrees with Mrs Chukwu-
Njoku, adding that apart from 
the fact that roasted food 
stays longer in the body, he 
also patronises it because it 
provides variety.

“We don’t really have va-
rieties of food around. The 
biggest options we have are 
rice, beans and maybe fufu. 
So you sometimes go to the 
woman selling bole because 
you want to have varieties, 
a change from the usual food 
we eat around,” Olawale says.

“Apart from that, you also 
find out that most times it is 
cheaper than the other types 
of food we have. Sometimes 
one plantain goes for as low as 
N50, and the slices of yam also 
go for N50 each. By the time 
you eat it, mixed with palm 
oil, pepper and probably salt, 
you find out that you’ll be sat-
isfied and it’ll sustain you for 
a longer time, unlike a plate of 
rice of N300 that you’ll start 
getting hungry within few 
hours after eating it,” he says, 
adding that he also finds it 
very healthy, especially the 
ones that are not too ripe.

But a staff of BusinessDay, 
who patronises roasted food 
almost on a daily basis, has 
other reasons.

“I see it as being fresh. I 
see it as being very natural. 
It is not food that somebody 
will prepare at home and then 
come and sell to you. Seeing it 
there raw and them preparing 
it, I prefer it to the food they 
prepare at home and bring, 
food that you can’t say how it 
was prepared,” says the male 
staff who does not want his 
name in print.

“Moreover, it’s affordable. 
I’ll advice people to try it out,” 
he adds.
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‘It’s wrong for regulator to be 
operator at the same time’
In this concluding part of the interview by Nze Chidi Duru, founder and largest shareholder in First Guarantee Pension Ltd, 
with Our Correspondent, he explained the genesis of the impasse with the National Pension Commission, insisting that it is 
wrong for a regulator to, at the same time, be an operator in the same industry. He urged government to ensure that the rule 
of law takes its course at all times. Excerpts:

W
hat exactly is 
the genesis of the 
impasse with the 
NPC? 

I would start 
from the beginning. For me, it was 
a matter that I actually could not 
have wanted to bring to the public 
domain. I can only say that I should 
think that my problem started 
in 2010 when we paid our first 
dividend. The DG, National Pension 
Commission (NPC), Chinelo Anohu-
Amazu, approached me, then as 
company secretary/legal adviser 
to NPC, and requested that I assign 
to her 5percent of the shareholding 
in First Guarantee Pension limited, 
(FGP). For me and until very recently, 
I thought that was a friendly joke; 
I could not consider it seriously 
and that was the beginning of the 
problem. And immediately after 
that, our then Managing Director, 
Wilson Ideva, was motivated on the 
assurance that nothing will happen 
to him to begin to act in a manner 
that was disrespectful of Board of 
Directors of FGP and that led to our 
requesting him to resign. And what 
is interesting is that the same person 
we asked to resign from the com-
pany immediately resumed work as 
the managing director of Premium 
Pension Ltd, where Chinelo’s fam-
ily owns interests in, and he is still 
there currently. It shows you the 
link of what has happened. He was 
encouraged to disobey the Board 
of FGP, where he was fired, and 
then he was picked up by them as a 
matter of protection. Chinelo again 
encouraged them, and they wrote 
what they considered to be a special 
target report on the FGP. Knowing 
full well our rights within the law, 
Section 82 of the Pension Reform 
Act, and by the way, you must also 
know that the Pension Reform Act 
was my handwork. 

I was   the chairman, House 
Committee on Pension Reform that 
made it possible for the bill to be 
passed within one month. I worked 
very hard at it; both in the House 
and in the Harmonisation Com-
mittee, where I single-handedly 
put all of these together and it was 
passed and then President Olusegun 
Obasanjo cited me for exceptional 
performance in ensuring that the 
bill for which the government was 
committed was passed in 2003 im-
mediately I took over leadership, go-
ing through the motions of passage 
in the National Assembly. 

It was on that basis that the 
architect of the National Pension 
Act, Fola Adeola, ensured that I was 
granted licence. And on that basis, 
we now went on as Section 82 did 
say; and if for any reason PenCom, 
in the annual report conduct their 
report or examination of a PFA or 
Pension Fund Custodian, PenCom 
would then have to submit that 
report to the board of the PFA or the 
board of PFC. 

The board of PFC will now upon 
receipt of that report call an extraor-
dinary general meeting of the share-
holders of the company to consider 

the report. The decision of the board 
of the shareholders is then commu-
nicated to the NPC. Now, Chinelo, 
realising that I am the largest single 
shareholder of the company and that 
the majority of the shareholders of 
the company reposed confidence 
in the board, refused to follow these 
steps. Instead, what they did was to 
ask us to resign as board members 
of FGP. Immediately, we went to 
court and on August 11, 2011, Justice 
Okorowo issued an ex parte order 
restraining them from implement-
ing the special target report pending 
the determination of the substantive 
suit. But despite that order of the 
court, they disregarded it, dissolved 
our board and appointed staff of 
the National Pension Commission 
into FGP. 

Immediately after that we wrote 
to the Attorney-General of the Fed-
eration, who now wrote that letter 
of August 17, 2011 requesting them, 
not just as chief law officer, but also a 
party to the suit, to respect the order 
of the court and to be law-abiding. 
He followed it up with another letter 
on September 8, 2011. This is for me, 
my understanding of the desperation 
to take over the business I founded 
in 2004. 

The DG NPC has effectively 
taken over the office of the FGP and 
appointed the staff of NPC into the 
company. She has ran FGP with 
her staff in the last six years; and 
because of the recklessness and the 
fraud they have perpetrated in FGP, 
they would not, unless compelled 
to leave the company for its right-
ful owners. That is why they are 
employing impunity, but I am very 
confident that she could do this 
under the immediate past adminis-
tration; she will not succeed in the 
current dispensation. It is impossible 
for her to continue with this level of 
impunity. FGP is my baby; I founded 
it and envisioned it. That is why be-

ing the only PFA that is founded by 
an individual, not by institution; the 
other PFAs are owned by insurance 
companies or banks, asset managers, 
stockbroking firms, etc. FGP is driven 
by an individual and it can only be 
my hard work that FGP is a success. 
And despite all the intimidations 
and impunity, I am still committed 
to realising the dream and vision for 
which FGP was founded.

 
Looking at all that you have 

gone through, what is the next line 
of action? 

I believe that in keeping with the 
tradition, the DG NPC will expect 
that we back down and allow her 
to continue to run FGP. And I think 
that is a fundamental mistake on her 
part. The directors and shareholders 
of First Guarantee Pension met in 
December 2016 and took some de-
cisions. The first decision they took 
was to appoint me to take effective 
control of FGP, pending the appoint-
ment of a substantive managing 
director and for that I was given a 
mandate of three months (90 days) 
to achieve that. 

The second decision was to ap-
point an A-rated auditing firm to 
audit the books of FGP from 2011 
to 2016 to be able to present a true 
picture of the state of affairs of the 
company. That will reveal both to 
me, the public and shareholders how 
successful FGP has been run over the 
years. The next resolution that was 
passed by the board at that meet-
ing was the appointment of Smart 
Iheazor as Company Secretary, FGP, 
for the purpose of taking over the 
secretariat of the company going 
forward. 

The fourth which was the final 
decision is to ensure that the bank 
mandate of the board is respected. 
The only bank account the company 
opened before the impunity of 2011 
was with First Bank; any other ac-

count that was opened, we must take 
steps to either regularise the account 
and ensure that only approved staff 
of management that I head would 
operate that account and that within 
the next three months, we then 
render account to shareholders 
following a board meeting. So next 
step for me, for the board and for 
the business is to take over the reins 
of leadership in FGP and then imple-
ment the resolution of the board as it 
is clearly stated by the board. 

I believe that under this pres-
ent administration, the impunity 
of the past would also be a thing of 
the past; that a ray of hope would 
descend in FGP, and the shareholders 
would then have the benefits of the 
investments they have made in the 
company. The only dividend that has 
been paid in FGP was the one I paid 
on February 6, 2010, ever since then 
we have not had any other. What 
has happened is that the DG, NPC 
and her appointees have embezzled 
over N3.2billion of the funds. 

They have continued to spend 
the funds of FGP as if they have gone 
out of order. To buy an IT in FGP 
they spent over N70million and all 
the staff of NPC appointed in FGP 
are living large under the resources 
of FGP, whereas shareholders who 
invested their resources, Chinelo 
has refused to account to them on 
how their business is going or what 
has happened to their investments.

 
How would you assess the role 

of the EFCC, the police and other 
agencies of government in the mat-
ter so far? 

It is with regret that I would say 
that the NPC, a commission that we 
envisioned, when I worked very 
hard to promote the pension indus-
try in Nigeria is not the same we 
wanted in 2004 when Fola Adeola 
was the chairman of that commis-
sion. I believe that a regulator cannot 

at the same time be an operator in 
the same industry. There is bound 
to be conflict of interests. It is on that 
note that I insist that the NPC is no 
longer objective. The takeover of the 
FGP which they claimed was on an 
interim measure has now appeared 
to be on permanent measure. An 
interim measure will not last more 
than three months but this has lasted 
six years, if you take it to March 22 
of this year, because their invasion 
of FGP happened March 22, 2011. 
It is regrettable that this has hap-
pened; it is regrettable that we have 
a commission that has not risen to 
the occasion to determine that they 
are not in any position to manage 
anybody’s business. 

And does not care the impact and 
consequences of what is going on in 
FGP and in the industry. Rather than 
focus on what is important- where to 
invest the assets of pension industry 
and to ensure that the rate of returns 
is sufficient in a country like Nigeria 
to keep pace with inflationary trend, 
the DG is focusing on how to take 
over FGP, to ensure that the rightful 
owner, the founder and the promoter 
and largest shareholder of the busi-
ness does not take benefits from the 
investment he has done. Her focus 
is to ensure that by hook or crook, 
Nze Chidi Duru goes to jail. But we 
are in a democracy, in a government 
of rule of law; a government that is 
different from the government of the 
past. For me, it is damning report on 
the agency she leads. 

I believe by this singular act, she 
is not fit to continue to be the DG of 
the NPC. She believes she is god; but 
I know she is not greater than the 
living God. As for the Nigeria Police 
Force, EFCC, again, it is a regret that 
they have lent themselves to the 
impunity of a lawless DG of an in-
stitution that has no respect for the 
rule of law. 

There are conflicts involved 
in all these; not just that there is a 
judgment of the court on this; but 
with respect to the filing of audited 
account of FGP. CAMA (Companies 
and Allied Matters Act) Section 235, 
it’s mandatory that every company 
must file their report to CAC at the 
end of their business financial year. 
Our financial year has closed respec-
tively over five times in the last five 
years- between 2011 and 2016 and 
there is no filing of the FGP annual 
report before the CAC. More impor-
tantly, it is only when you file and 
auditors do their own part that the 
company would be assessed to pay 
their tax. 

What we found recently is that 
FGP is carrying a fat liability of over 
N500 million, this is money that gov-
ernment could have used to provide 
social services, infrastructure for the 
people of this country, not to talk of 
PAYE, or company tax available to 
Nigerians. So, FGP as it stands now 
has a huge tax liability of close to 
N2billion. And government is not 
accessing this fund simply because 
one person is standing the law on its 
head, using impunity.

Nze Chidi Duru



Kano textile market gets face 
lift with N5bn investment

efforts to boost economic activities 
in the state, as well as getting private 
individuals to partner government in 
the development of the state.

“As you all know, Kano is not only 
the biggest business centre in northern 
Nigeria alone, it is one the most impor-
tant economic cities in sub-Saharan 
Africa for centuries. My administration 
has been doing everything possible to 
increase the visibility and value of the 
state as a major place of business.

“The features of the world class 
infrastructure which we are putting 
in this market such as roads, security 
stations, and motor parks can only be 
comparable with what exists in places 
like United Arab Emirate. All the nine 
road networks connecting the market 
are also being developed to provide easy 
access to the market. We are also pro-
viding lighting system that will make 
trading possible even in the night time.

“A total of over N676 million are go-
ing to be spent by good to provide the 
needed infrastructure in the market, 
while N800 million would be invested 
by private investors in providing about 
4,100 spaces for the small table traders 
that were displaced in the market, and 
the other space will be for big time 
traders.

“Our intention for this market is that 
trading is for night and day, we are go-
ing to provide light so that people can 
conduct business at any time of the day,” 
the governor stated.

Speaking on behalf of the small 
table trader, Aminu Karwu, who is 
the chairman of the group thank the 
governor, and the Emir for the interest 
demonstrated in seeing that members 
of the group affected by the market 
work are settled.

Karwu promised that his group will 
work with the state government to 
ensure that the objective of building 
the market was realised. 

ADEOLA AJAKAIYE

P
rior to the British conquest 
of the ancient city of Kano in 
early 1903, and till date, one 
of the dominant economic 
activities associated with the 

city, and it people is commerce.
For centuries the city has been 

leveraging on its complex agricul-
tural system which produced not only 
foodstuffs, but also raw materials and 
supplies for its own industries, and 
international trade.

Kano is very famous for its finished 
industrial goods, such as textile and 
leather which are traded as far as West 
Africa, as well as North Africa, how-
ever, the city in the recent times has 
being experiencing major decline due 
to various reasons.

Some of the obvious reasons range 
from the general economic down-turn 
which Nigeria as a nation has been 
going through for many years now, 
to self-infflicted specific challenge 
such as insecurity that became more 
pronounced in the last two decades in 
the city.

Going forward, the present admin-
istration of Governor Umar Abdullahi 
Ganduje in the state has made the re-
vitalisation of the trade and commerce 
sector of the state economy, one of its 
top agendas.

As the regime focuses on restoring 
the sector, the present economic shock 
in the country which is occasioned by 
the global crash in the price of oil, a 
commodity currently driving the na-
tion’s economy, has continued to deny 
the regime the needed funding for the 
purpose.

Forced to start to think outside the 
box by the tremendous decline in the 
revenue accruable to the state from 
the Federation Account, the Ganduje 
administration has adopted the Public 
Private Partnership model for re-
building the infrastructural base of the 
commercial sector.    

The quest by the administration to 
attract private investment through 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) for the 
re-invention of the sector has started 
yielding dividend as the state has got 
the endorsement of a group of private 
investors to modernise five out of its 
several biggest markets.

Under the PPP initiative, the indig-
enous private investors drawn from 
Kano business community are putting 
over N5 billion on the table to scale up 
trading infrastructure in the designated 
markets in the state.

The five markets to benefit from the 
arrangement are Kofar Wambai mar-
ket, also known as ‘Kasuwar Kurmi’ 
where all the household items are sold; 
Dawanau Market-West Africa biggest 
grain market, Abubakar Rimi Market- 
situated in the non-indigene dominant 
area of Sabon-Gari, and Kartin-Kuri 
Market- West Africa biggest textile 
market.

The ground-breaking ceremony 
of the project, was flagged off last 
Thursday at Kartin-Kuri Market by 
Governor Ganduje, and Sarkin Kano, 

Muhammadu Sanusi, 11, witnessed by 
a large collection of who is who in Kano 
business world.

The implementation of the project 
is said to have started from the Kartin-
Kuri, Nigeria number Textile Market 
because of the international nature of 
the market, as it attract traders from all 
over Nigeria, sub-Saharan Africa, India, 
and South Asia.      

Giving an insight into the nature 
of the project, while speaking earlier, 
Bashir Modi Adamu, managing direc-
tor, Kano Urban Development Agency, 
an agency of the state government 
in charge of the project, said that the 
project was provoked by a demonstra-
tion staged by a group of small traders 
popularly known as ‘Yan Taburu’ to 
the Emir’s Palace when they were re-
located from the market to give room 
for repairs after the recent fire outbreak 
that occurred in the market.

According to Adamu, the architec-
ture design of the new market indicates 
that it is going to be three stories build-
ing to house both large scale traders as 
well as small traders selling on tables in 
the market, who were displaced as a re-
sult of the modernisation of the market.

He explained that by the design of 
the new market, there is going to be 
two trading segments-the ground floor 
of the three stories building is designed 
to house small traders, while the big 
traders will be housed upstairs of the 
building.          

In his address, the Sarkin Kano, Mu-
hammadu Sanusi, 11, commended the 
administration of Governor Ganduje for 
initiating the project geared primarily 
at the development of commerce and 
trade in the state.

The Sarkin said he was particularly 
pleased that the modernisation of the 
Kartin-Kuri Market will create condu-
cive environment for the traders using 
the market, as well as provide space for 

the small traders carrying out trading 
activities in the market.

“We thank the Almighty Allah that 
brought us together at this event which 
is aimed at providing space for the small 
traders in Kartin-Kuri Market. I want 
the people of the state to always take 
note of this kind of important event 
which is capable of bringing citizens 
and government together.

“As it was stated, in the first month 
of last year a group of traders known as 
Trader Operators in Kartin-Kuri made a 
peaceful demonstration to my palace to 
complain that they are being displaced, 
so they want me to tell government to 
leave them alone.     

“During that time I told them I will 
ask government to leave them where 
they are operating because we know 
the danger that their operation consti-
tutes to free movement within the mar-
ket. We know what happened in the 
past, when during fire outbreak tables 
became additional fuel of destruction.

“We know when we have security 
challenges in the state either fire or 
bomb and Fire Fighter Vehicles and 
Security personnel find it difficult to 
get to place of incident in the market 
because of the tables on the way.

“I told them that we will convey their 
complaints to the government, and 
what we are witnessing today is the 
outcome of their cries. So we are happy 
that government taken this initiative in 
settling the affected traders.

“I will want the government to 
ensure the speedy completion of the 
project, and when completed the trad-
ers that will be allocated the market 
must take their Zakat and tax obliga-
tions very seriously,” the Sarkin said.         
Addressing the gathering before per-
forming the ground-breaking of the 
project, Governor Ganduje described 
the ground breaking ceremony as a 
major milestone in his administration’s 
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NB plc deepens corporate social 
responsibility programme

I
n line with its philosophy 
of wining with Nigeria, the 
Nigerian Breweries Plc, Ni-
geria’s foremost brewer, has 
completed and handed over 

a six-classroom block and library 
to Secondary Technical College, 
Awo-Omamma, in Oru East Local 
Government Area of Imo State.

The project built under the Ni-
gerian Breweries-Felix Ohiwerei 
Education Trust Fund, is aimed 
at enhancing the educational 
standard of children in support 
of efforts of Imo State Govern-
ment, says Nicolaas Vervelde, 
managing director/chief execu-
tive, NB plc.

The Nigerian Breweries- Felix 
Ohiwerei Education Trust Fund 
was established in 1994 to play an 
active role in funding education, 
research development, as well as 
encouraging academic excellence 
in Nigeria.

Consequently, with the com-
pletion and commissioning of 
the block of Six-classroom block/
library, at Secondary Technical 
College, Awo-Omamma, has 
joined the league of beneficiaries 
of the fund.

Verlvelde, who was repre-
sented by Kufre Ekanem, NB 
plc’s corporate affairs adviser, 
explained that the firm decided 
not to talk more about the chal-
lenges of education in the coun-
try, but to contribute its quota to 
making it better. That decision 
according to the NB plc boss, led 
to the creation of “Filix Oheiwere 
Nigerian Breweries Education 
Trust Fund”.

According to him, “We in-
vested the sum of N100 million 
and told ourselves that we will 
use the proceeds from the fund to 

intervene in education.  And I am 
sure that if we had invested the 
initial N100 million in big projects 
like this, it would have been long 
finished, but we chose that we 
will use the outcomes and profits 
from that fund to do this.

“And so far it has lasted us from 
1994 and this is 2017 and we are 
not yet done”.

He thanked the community 
for managing the first facility 
donated to Ubachima Primary 
School in the area well and prom-
ised that the firm would do more 
if the second facility is also well 

managed.
Governor Rochas Okorocha 

of Imo State, who was special 
guest at the occasion, described 
the Nigerian Breweries plc, as a 
responsive and dependable cor-
porate citizen.

Okorocha, who was repre-
sented at the occasion, by Eze 
Madumere, his deputy, affirmed 
that the facility, which is the 
second to be donated by NB plc 
to schools in Awo-Omamma, its 
host community, would comple-
ment the monumental education 
policy of his administration.

According to Okorocha, We 
are making sure that we catch 
them young and good environ-
ment like this enhances children’s 
learning abilities.

In his words, “We are happy 
with the NB plc and what they are 
helping to do in this community 
and State. Many companies do 
not give back, but we are happy 
to be hosting NB plc that gives 
back to their community. They 
believe in the community where 
they operate and Awo-Omamma 
happens to be beneficiaries and 
Imo at large.

“This event is remarkable to 
us, as we partner with the NB 

plc, to commission a landmark 
project that was built to comple-
ment the monumental education 
policy of this administration. 
When the issue of comprehensive 
free education was muted by this 
administration, and especially 
when we insisted that it must be 
implemented up to tertiary level, 
many Imo citizens, were not sure 
of its success. Today, all the doubt-
ing ‘Thomases’ are overwhelmed, 
by the monumental success re-
corded by the programme in the 
state.

“This is why I feel elated to be 
in your midst today to support 
this laudable assignment. I cannot 
thank the NB plc enough, because 
you have by this project demon-
strated your unalloyed support to 
the Rescue Mission Government 
in Imo State”.

He however, urged the ben-
efiting community and school 
to see the facility, as their own 
personal procession and efforts 
should be made by the relevant 
school authorities, to ensure 
that the classrooms and library 
are properly maintained and 
sustained for effective service to 
the people of Imo State in general 
and Awo-Omamma in particular.

 

GODFREY OFURUM, Owerri

…Donates 6-classroom block/library to Secondary Technical College Awo-Omamma

Diamond Platnumz, others take centre 
stage on Glo-sponsored African Voices

N
aseeb Abdul Juma 
,  Tanzania’s  music 
maestro who is better 
known as Diamond 

Platnumz, is one of the guest stars 
this weekend, on CNN African 
Voices , a 30-minute magazine 
programme sponsored by tele-
coms giant, Globacom.

This comes as the ace musician 
continues to make waves in his 
home country, and on the conti-
nent having just given a sterling 
performance at the 2016 Glo-CAF 
Awards held in Abuja in January 
and the opening ceremony of the 
on-going AFCON in Gabon. 

Naseeb Abdul Juma who is 
best known for his song, “Number 
One”, is reputed to be the most 
decorated Tanzanian artiste at 
the moment.

In 2014, Diamond Platnumz 
won a record seven awards, 
including Best Male Writer, Best 
Male Artiste, Best Song Writer 
and Best Male Entertainer of the 
Year. He also

won the Best Live Act at the 
2015 MTV Africa Music Awards 
as well as Artiste of the Year and 
Best Male Artiste, East Africa, at 
the 2015 African Muzik Magazine 
Awards.

Two other artistes will join Di-

amond Platnumz in this week’s 
edition of African Voices. They 
are Mao Sidibe of Senegal and 
Phy Mwihaki Ng’etich of Kenya.

Phy is based in Nairobi Kenya. 
He began his singing career at a 
tender age and at the age of only 
eight; she won the overall number 
one position at the Kenya Music 
Festival for the solo classical piece 
in her age category.

In 2011, Phy joined a group 
of friends to form Phy and The 
Band whose music was heavily 
influenced by the Afro/Urban 

genre.  In 2014, she decided to 
create her own musical journey. 
Her musical taste is a different 
array of genres and sub-genres 
with Mali music, India arie, 
Fena gitu as some of her inspi-
rations in creating what many 
could only describe as “PHY-
music”.

Mao Sidibé, on his part, start-
ed the dancehall crew, “BBC 
Sound System“ in Dakar Sen-
egal and in 2012, he opened his 
own music and video produc-
tion company, Mao Production.  
He was nominated by France 
national radio RFI for their 
annual African Music awards 
Prix Découvertes 2015.  He is 
reputed for his mix of reggae, 
pop and dancehall beat fused 
with Senegalese traditional 
drums and instruments.

Sponsor of the programme, 
Nigeria’s King of Data, Globacom, 
urged viewers to tune in to Afri-
can Voices on CNN International 
at 10:30a.m. and 4.30p.m. on 
Friday to watch the highly enter-
taining programme.

There will be repeats at 4.30 
p.m. on Saturday, and at 12.30 a.m. 
and 7.30 p.m. on Sunday. There 
are further repeats at 11.30 a.m. on 
Monday and 5.30 a.m. on TuesdayNaseeb Abdul Juma

N9.6bn bonfire in PH:
How NAFDAC, Customs 
blocked Nigeria’s largest 
fake drugs haul at Onne

T
he fire may still be rag-
ing and the smoke may 
still be billowing in the 
womb of the forests of 

Iguruta on the road to the Port 
Harcourt International Airport 
near the Garden City. It is from 
goods worth almost N10Bn be-
ing burnt stage by stage by the 
federal authorities.

The goods are all drugs im-
ported into Nigeria from as far 
as India but found to be unfit 
for human ingestion for many 
reasons. The alleged fake drugs 
range from Tramadol capsules 
of 100mg, Diclofena Sodium 
Capsule 50mg and Diahhhea 
stop 2mg.

Others include Oxyetracy-
cline Hcl50mg, sildenafil tab 
mg, Diclotenac 40mg, caffeine 
30mg, and conditioning prepa-
ration. Health authorities held 

one particular one up (Viagra) 
and said it was the reason why 
most persons die in hotel rooms 
while making love, saying the 
drug was formulated with 300 
percent above recommended 
levels.

The implicated drugs are 
loaded in 21 containers. On Janu-
ary 24, 2017, 11 containers were 
set ablaze in a celebrated bonfire 
by top Federal Government 
officials led by the Minister of 
Health, Isaac Adewole. The rest 
10 would be burned thereafter, 
making Iguruta zone a cemetery 
of wasted naira and burning 
wealth.

The sad end of wrong im-
portation began late in 2016 
when eagle-eyed officials of the 
National Agency for Food, Drugs 
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) under a new female 
leader now touted as Akunyili 
the second, Yetunde Oni, spotted 
the containers and ordered the 

IGnatIUs ChUkwU & 
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Continues on page 29
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N
igeria’s en-
during eco-
nomic re-
covery will 
materialise 

only when the country 
revitalises her invest-
ments in agriculture and 
make it a venture that 
attracts the bulk of the 
most productive seg-
ment of the population.

This was the conclu-
sion of the Governor of 
Osun State, Rauf Areg-
besola, as he brought 
together all officials of 
the state involved in 
the agriculture sector to 
further find fresh ways 
to improve the state’s 
performance in agricul-
tural investments.

At the interactive ses-
sion with officials of the 
State Ministry of Agri-
culture and its agencies, 
Governor Aregbesola 
painted a gloomy pic-
ture of imminent acute 
famine and drought the 
nation may likely face if 
the heavy reliance on oil 
continues.

items and start cultivat-
ing our own food crops. 
We have everything 
we need to be a great 
agricultural nation. Let 
us undertake a survey 
to know where each 
state has comparative 
advantage over others.

“Our Ministry of Ag-
riculture and its agen-
cies must put their acts 
together and go back 
to massive agricultural 
practice and production.

“The situation at pres-
ent requires that we do 
everything humanly 
possible to awaken the 
huge potentiality of our 
agricultural sector.

“Failure to do this 
leaves us with only 
two alternatives. It is 
either we float or sink, 
but in our state, we 
shall float because our 
administration is de-
termined to leave no 
stone unturned this 
time around at ensur-
ing general wellbeing 
of its citizenry in mak-
ing the state food bas-
ket of the nation.”

A r e g b e s o l a  w a s 
quoted further as not-

ing that unless the 
nation and the state 
plunge their resources 
and energies towards 
agriculture, millions 
of people, particularly 
children, will face seri-
ous hunger.

He stated that only 
agriculture can rescue 
the nation from the 
nationwide and global 
economic meltdown 
currently being experi-
enced arising from the 
oil glut and the activi-
ties of the Niger Delta 
militants.

Governor Aregbesola 
said that the only pana-
cea to the current eco-
nomic imbroglio is for 
every serious minded 
government to rise to 
the occasion and look 
for alternative means 
by exploring the abun-
dant potentialities in 
agriculture.

The governor said 
with less than two years 
to the end of his ad-
ministration, he would 
not relent in his bid to 
turn around the sector 
so that there would be 
food security.

Why Agriculture remains our only panacea 
to economic recovery - Aregbesola

A statement by the 
Bureau of Communica-
tion and Strategy in the 
Office of the Governor 
signed by the Direc-
tor, Semiu Okanlawon, 
quoted Governor Areg-
besola as saying that the 
governor declared that 
oil can no longer be the 
economic mainstay of 
the nation if it plans to 
exit the recession facing 

it present.
T h e  g o v e r n o r 

charged the agriculture 
officers in the state to 
sit up, redouble their 
efforts and re-dedicate 
themselves towards the 
transformation of the 
dreams of the state from 
peasant, rural, subsis-
tent agricultural state 
to a modern, industrial 
and commercial agricul-

tural state.
Aregbesola said: “At 

this critical juncture 
and judging from the 
economic crisis of the 
present, the country 
and our state have no al-
ternative than to diver-
sify and stop relying on 
what comes from Abuja, 
if we must survive.

“We must forthwith 
stop importation of food 

N9.6bn bonfire in PH...
Continued from page 28

processing halted.
The importers and clear-

ing agents who thought it was 
business as usual may not have 
realised it is Oni now as NAF-
DAC boss; a retired army colonel, 
Hameed Ibrahim Ali, as new 
Controller-General of Customs; 
and  new Customs Area Con-
troller (CAC) in-charge of the 
Onne Command, Babani Abdul-
lahi Tela, that are now in charge. 
Those in the zone say it is no 
longer business as usual.

A NAFDAC task force leader 
in Onne told the FG team in Igu-
ruta to burn the wasted wealth 
that NAFDAC is very grateful 
to the new Controller General 
(Ali) for always promptly order-
ing the stop of processing the 
moment NAFDAC team raised 
alarm. This would allow for thor-
ough screening. It is gathered 
that it was not so in the past and 
in some other entry points.

So it was that the import-
ers chose Onne to bring in the 
N9.6Bn worth of dangerous 
pharmaceutical merchandise 
for effective distribution only 
to run into the new but sharp 
eyes of NAFDAC task force. The 
team head told the FG team at 

Iguruta that they suspected the 
containers and demanded for a 
halt. Quickly, this was granted 
by the CG as promptly imple-
mented by his men at Onne led 
by the Area Commander. She 
said thorough checking revealed 
that 11 containers were fake 
and 10 containers were expired 
drugs, all heading into the nerves 
and body system of Nigerians.

Those at the bonfire scene 
wondered how much of these 

kinds had easily passed through 
the borders and ports over the 
years that Akunyili was not 
there. The Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS), Onne Area 2 com-
mand, Rivers State, thus marked 
the beginning of the year with 
destruction of 11 of the contain-
ers.

Tela, who handed over the 
11 containers to NAFDAC on 
January 23, 2017, for the 24th 
day’s bonfire told BDSUNDAY 

in Onne that the containers 
were laden with fake pharma-
ceutical drugs ranging from 
tramadol Capsules of 100mg, 
Diclofena So dium C apsule 
50mg and Diahhhea stop 2mg, 
Oxyetracycline Hcl50mg, silde-
nafil tab mg, Diclotenac 40mg, 
caffeine 30mg, and condition-
ing preparation.

He also disclosed the names 
of the importing companies but 
did not talk about prosecution.  
He only reeled out a message to 
the trading community while 
handing over the consignments 
to NAFDAC saying Onne Port 
would never be a save heaven 
for facilitation of illegitimate 
trade. “Anyone found wanting 
will face the law”.

He said in line with the 
change mantra of President 
Mohammadu Buhari, the rein-
vigorated anti-smuggling activi-
ties of the NCS as resulted in the 
seizure of the fake pharmaceuti-
cal products.

At about mid day, a long 
file of federal officers led by 
the minister and accompanied 
by heads of port agencies and 
regulatory plus enforcement 
agencies (Customs, Immigration, 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ni-
geria, medical directors, retired 
NAFDAC directors, etc) walked 
gingerly towards the extreme of 

the dumpsite where a mountain-
ous heap beckoned. Soon, the fire 
raged towards heaven, eating 
up N9.6billion worth of drugs 
imported by Nigerians.

The minister lamented the 
ruins of corruption, saying it 
robs and destroys a society. “Let 
the health sector rise up against 
this menace. He said most of the 
imported drugs had no NAFDAC 
number and those available 
were faked. This seizure is the 
fruit of collaboration. Let this 
work and the war against fake 
drugs continue until they are 
tired of bringing in fake drugs”.

Displaying some of the fake 
drugs, the minister pointed at a 
sex enhancement drug that he 
said had thrice the ability of a 
recommended one, saying it was 
cause of most deaths in hotels by 
men during lovemaking.

The Onne Customs Area 2 
Public Relations Officer, an as-
sistant Superintendent of Cus-
toms (ASC 2), Nwaja Eunice, who 
confirmed the destruction of 
the drugs carried out at Iguruta 
at a state dumpsite, near Port 
Harcourt, on January 24, 2017, 
said it was witnessed by officials 
of NAFDAC, pharmaceuticals 
society of Nigeria, Maritime Au-
thority, Standard organisation 
of Nigeria (SON), and the police 
among others.   Before the fire During the bonfire
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GCOML’s vegetable oil processing

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

F
or years, the Jos-based 
Grand Cereals and Oil 
Mills (GCOML) Ltd, an 
arm of UAC Plc, has 
been at the forefront 

of processing delicious and 
health-promoting vegetable 
oil, from both soya beans and 
groundnut. In fact, some years 
back its Grand Pure Soya oil was 
confirmed as the most heart-
friendly vegetable oil in the 
country by the Nigeria Heart 
Foundation (NHF), with the 
tacit approval from the Geneva-
based parent body in a grand 
ceremony in Lagos.

This was what prompted the 
visit of this writer to find out the 
processes that have accorded 
the product its appealing high 
quality.

The processes:
(a)          Removal of impurities
The soya beans come from 

Gboko while the ground nuts 
are brought in from Katsina 
and Kano. The impurities which 
have to be removed include 

stones, fine sand, dust and sticks. 
The separation of extraneous 
materials is done on the basis 
of the different sizes. The two 
screens used include the upper 
and the lower types. The uppers 
one removes the stones and 
sticks. The lower screen is 
aspirated to remove the lighter 
particles.

Another cleaning stage 
follows. Here the de-stoner 
removes stones which are of 
the same size as the soya beans 
or groundnut seeds. This is 
based on the difference on the 
basis of weight instead of size 
as was during the first stage of 
screening. The vibration of the 
slanted deck makes it possible 
for the stone to be collected 
through the spout at the back.

The cleaned seeds are sent to 
the Roller Mill for size reduction, 
with the smaller particles 
ensuring larger surface area for 
effective cooking.

(b)    High Temperature 
cooking for oil extraction

These are passed through the 
conveyors to the elevators which 
deposit them in the two cookers. 
There is steam application at 
the second stage of the 5 – stage 
cooker where the temperature is 
increased to 105 0C.  

T h i s  h i g h  t e m p e rat u re 
cooking is to effectively remove 
trypsin, the inhibiting enzyme. 
Thus the oil is released easily 
from the seeds especially during 
pressing. Under pressure there 
is extraction of the oil, which is 
squeezed out of the seeds. For 
soya beans, the cake comes out 
and it is used for animal feeds. 

Mealia is formed using soya 
beans (protein) in combination 
with maize (carbohydrate).

The oil is mixed with the 
cake. While the cake goes for 
bagging, the oil with cake is re-
circulated back to the cooker at 
the vibrating screen. There, the 
oil goes down for filtration at the 
filter press while the cake is also 
recycled.

(C) Refining the oil
The crude vegetable oil is sent 

to the refinery. Crude oil from the 
storage tank is conveyed to the 
neutraliser to undergo the first 
stage of refinery. At this crucial 
stage, phosphoric acid is added to 
remove gum or phospholipids at 
calculated dosage.

Sodium hydroxide is also 
added to remove free fatty acids 
which are injurious to human 
health. The stirrer is used to 
effectively combine fatty acids 
and soda to produce the soap 
stock containing insolvent 
impurities. This is separated 
from oil and sold to local soap 
makers.

The oil produced is now free 
from gum fatty acids. Clean 
water is used to wash away the 
phosphoric acids and sodium 
hydroxide thoroughly. This 
ensures that the oil does not 
have a soapy feeling .The oil 
goes to the Bleacher where 
bleaching earth is used to reduce 
the colour (to make it lighter). 
The oil is deodorized (to remove 
any offensive odour) from soya 
beans at 200 degrees Celsius 
under vacuum. The oil is cooled 
to between 30 to 40 degrees 
Celsius.

At this point the oil is ready 
for consumption. There are 2 
filling lines. The mill has the 
capacity to produce 1000 tins 
of groundnut or soya beans oil 
per day, depending on request 
from the market. The packages 
come in 1 litre, 3 litres, 4 litres 
and 18 litres.

All these technical processes 
lead to the production of Grand 
pure soya oil and Grand pure 
groundnut oil which are clear, 
odourless and do not foam or 
fume. These attributes, which 
come as a result of careful 
selection of the seeds and the 
subs e quent high pressure 
cooking and oil refining using 
state-of-the art machinery, 
confer on both vegetable oils 
their market leadership.

Nutritional benefits
Soya beans’ efficacy against 

stroke and cancer
Apart from promoting a 

healthy heart, several researches 
have attested to the power of 
oil and milk extracted from 
soya beans in staving off the 
debilitating effects of stroke and 
cancer.

For instance, recent research 
studies carried out by Japanese 
scientists have identified the 
power of linoleic acid in soya 
beans oil in reducing stroke, 
especially that caused by  blood 
clots(ischemic strokes). From 
the studies conducted on 7,450 
Japanes e men and women 
between the ages of 40 and 85, 
it was shown that for every 5 
percent increase in linoleic acid 
in their diet there was 28 percent 
reduction in the risk of either 

type of stroke and 34 percent 
drop in the risk of clot-related 
stroke and 19 percent decline in 
hemorrhagic stroke.

The commendable role of the 
fatty acid is in the reduction of 
inflammation and regulation 
of blood pressure was well 
noted. Linoleic acid improves 
glucose tolerance, helps to lower 
blood cholesterol level, thereby 
increasing blood circulation.

As for reduction in breast 
cancer in women, years of 
studies have shown that Asian 
women, who consume more 
soya bean products have much 
lower breast cancer risks than 
their western counterparts. 
According to researchers at the 
University of Texas Medical 
B ra n c h  i n  G a l ve s t o n  a n d 
Weizmann Institute of Science 
in Rehovol, Israel, soy beans-rich 
Asian diets have been found 
to inhibit the development of 
breast malignancies.

Soy milk, for instance is 
relatively rich in genistein and 
daidzein, a pair of plant estrogens 
or phyto-estrogens. They bind to 
and activate specific receptors 
on cells throughout the body. 
And all because estrogen can 
promote and fuel the growth 
of many breast cancers, diets 
rich in phyt-oestrogens might 
effectively starve pre-cancerous 
tissues, diminishing a woman’s 
cancer risk.

H
owever, in February 2012, 
before my colleague opt-
ed for this Apartment in 
Ogba, I had introduced 

him to a Housing Mortgage oppor-
tunity somewhere in Mowe axis 
of Ogun State to enable him own 
a house of his own by installment 
on the sponsorship of the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria. We went 
for inspection; he liked the Housing 
Units but complained of the then 
bad road and the distance. All he 
needed then was an initial deposit 
of 20percent of the value of the 
N5.5million which translated to 
about N1.1million then. My friend 
obviously could raise that money 
effortlessly then. He instead opted 
to secure the rented accommoda-
tion in the heart of Ogba on the 
excuses of distance and bad road. 
The N4.4million naira would have 
been paid for ten years at less than 
thirty-five thousand naira monthly. 
For a practising lawyer in Lagos, 
such a monthly stipend should not 
make him loose his sleep.

When General Buhari came 
into power, he dissolved the Board 
of The Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria. Activities are now on 
the hold in the Estate. Those who 
made Applications then already 
have Approvals and they live 
comfortably in their houses. My 
good friend had to pack out of the 
embattled 3-bedrooms flat to a 
rented Three Bedrooms Flat in this 
same Estate he earlier discredited 
with distance of bad road with 
an Annual Rent of N350,000 and 
yearly Service charge of N75,000. 
His landlord is a bachelor furni-
ture maker that occupies a room 
in Abule-egba with an annual 
rent of N42,000 who I also took 
along for inspection the same 
day with my colleague. While 
my lawyer colleague was seeing 
bad roads and distance, the Fur-
niture Maker saw opportunity 
and painstakingly processed a 
three bedroom flat. The Furniture 
Maker’s annual Remittance to the 
FMBN N33,200 monthly which 

is N398,000 yearly.  My friend’s 
(starting) annual rent is N350,000. 
The Furniture maker simply adds 
N49,000 to the rent to make up 
his annual remittance. In another 
one year, the rent is likely to move 
to N500,000 while the Mortgage 
Annual Repayment if fixed. In 
the final analysis, my colleague’s 
Furniture Landlord will start 
making profit from his Ten years 
Mortgage plan from the 2nd year 
while the lawyer has lost such an 
opportunity.

Being wealth in Real Estate does 
not require rocket science. It takes 
seeing opportunities in every OP-
PORTUNITY. I remember telling 
my colleague; why don’t you jump 
into this boat now? If better income 
comes your way moving forward, 
you can buy a house in Opebi, put 
this on rent and move to Opebi. 
He was not persuaded. Today, he 
is full of regrets. The same road he 
lamented then has been made a 
dual carriage way by the Amosu 
administration. The Lagos-Ibadan 

Expressway is under-going mas-
sive reclamation. From the same 
Estate in Mowe, Obafemi-Owode 
local government, Ogun State, 
you make Igbosere in 40 minutes 
(on a good day). All my colleagues 
neighbors, who are Landlords in the 
Estate work on The Island. Where 
has the feared distance become a 
negative now? Why run away from 
the obvious? To me it is a panacea 
for poverty.

In my subsequent edition, I will 
profile major investment opportu-
nities in the Real Estate subsector 
even in economic recession. Stay 
with us on this platform!
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E
ncountering a mul-
titude of client types 
on both the buy and 
sell sides, there exist 

several uniform factors that 
make or break transactions. 
While the unique circum-
stances of each deal can vary 
significantly, a number of 
common threads can make 
or break a divestiture or ac-
quisition, a sell or buying 
transactions. Here are some 
“do’s and don’ts” of success-
fully managing a transaction 
from both the buyer and 
seller perspective.

 Seller do’s and don’ts:
Decisiveness: When it 

comes to being a successful 
seller, decisiveness is key. It 
is imperative to thoroughly 
contemplate all the major 
decisions that may come into 
play in a sale process. This 
way, you and your working 
group have a shared phi-
losophy and action plan to 
respond to both the known 
and unknown. Indecision 
or deviating from a planned 
course is one of the top rea-
sons transactions fail, as it can 
lead to reevaluating, renego-
tiating, and re-trading. As a 
seller, do develop a transac-
tion philosophy, and do map 
your game plan and stick 
with it. Don’t waffle and 
fall victim to indecision or a 
significant change in mindset.

 Post-sale planning: It is 
critical to have a post-sale 
plan in place. The best way 
to establish your plan is to 
answer the following ques-
tion: “Why am I selling right 
now?” The answers to that 
question are numerous, but 
are led by one or two strong 
desires. Let’s say the answer 
is you are ready to retire. A 
retiree’s post-sale plan should 
focus on wealth and life sta-

bility. Have you worked with 
your advisors and tax counsel 
to understand valuation, net 
proceeds, and other sources of 
funds, so you are able to main-
tain a safe, stable cash flow to 
live your life comfortably? 

 A multi-brand operator 
might be selling to focus on 
a different aspect of their 
business. Are you divesting 
one brand to concentrate on 
another? If so, your post-sale 
plan should address how 
your operating platform must 
evolve to sustain an alternate 
business model. We have 
advised sellers of large, stable 
QSR brands on how to evolve 
their development, market-
ing, and training infrastruc-
ture to adopt a fast casual 
development agreement. The 
two businesses are certainly 
similar, but the infrastructure 
needs and cash flow planning 
vary, particularly in the early 
years. Also important is that 
all post-sale planning should 
happen in conjunction with 
your decision to sell. This way 
you know up front if you are 
trying to sell all of your assets 
or if it makes more sense to 
retain some. 

Do understand your post-
transaction operational and 
financial picture as part of 
the decision process. Don’t 
go into a sale blindly and 
unsure of your future plan. 
If you are a franchisee look-
ing to sell your restaurant 
assets, it would behoove you 
to be aware of your franchi-
sor’s growth and acquisition 
strategy. Is your franchisor 

Let’s make a deal! The do’s and 
don’ts of successful transactions

currently selling company-
owned restaurants, acquiring 
franchisees, or developing 
new units themselves? Are 
they looking to bring new 
franchisees into the system 
or expand with existing ones? 
Even if the answers to these 
questions are not perfectly 
known, a thoughtful analysis 
of your business geographies, 
operational and financial 
metrics, and development 
rights will help you prepare 
for the franchisor’s reaction. 
It is in your best interest to be 
well versed in your franchi-
sor’s approval guidelines and 
expansion plans, and select a 
buyer accordingly. 

Do know your transfer 
rights, and be aware of what 
makes a buyer attractive to 
your franchisor. Don’t let the 
franchisor dictate your pro-
cess, and don’t select a buyer 
that won’t pass their approval 
process or provide them le-
verage to force an alternative 
that is less than ideal. Identify 
and own potential problems. 
It is almost impossible to op-
erate a multi-unit restaurant 
business without experienc-
ing some issues over time. 
Store closures, lease expira-
tions and assignment issues, 
specific unit performance 
problems, environmental 
issues, and more will affect 
your business at some point. 
It is understandable to want 
to mask any struggles your 
company has experienced, 
but it is crucial to resist this 
urge. Any problems con-
cealed initially will surely 
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ExcEllEnt 
lifEWe  a r e  s u r -

rounded by 
diverse cir-
cumstances, 

situations, personalities and 
environmental influences 
which may cause our goals 
and visions to vary from our 
expectations. You may have 
applied all known success 
principles, yet you are left 
with bewilderment, despair, 
and failure. The only op-
tion that is left for you is 
prayer. Except the hand of 
the LORD is released for 
your help through prayers, 
you may never get results 
that are commensurate with 
your efforts or investments.

Prayer is the expression, 
recognition, and submis-
sion that God is the only 

source of true and enduring 
prosperity. It is the force 
that draws down the help 
and mercies of God upon a 
man. It is one of the most ef-
fective tools available to us 
in our quest for a successful 
living. Anything you desire 
to accomplish is available in 
Christ. He has the preroga-
tive of meeting your needs if 
you diligently seek for it in 
the place of prayer. Through 
prayer you can initiate and 
sustain financial prosper-
ity. It is your responsibility 
to prayerfully engage the 
Holy Spirit to lead you to 
the pathway of financial 
prosperity. Except you pray, 
poverty may destroy you.

The Bible and contem-
porary history are replete 
with people who changed 
their life’s history from rags 
to riches through prayers. 
God’s ears are still open 
to hear the cries of people 
who would earnestly seek 
His face for a glorious and 
prosperous future.

A typical example in 
Biblical times was Daniel, 
a young Jewish captive in a 
foreign Babylonian coun-
try. He was absorbed into 
the civil service of Baby-
lon after passing through 
the rigorous test of the 
king’s requirements. His 
success story in Baby-
lon amidst the various 
challenges and trials he 
encountered can only be 
traced to his prayer life. 
Prayer was the key to his 
promotion in Babylon. He 
enjoyed abundant life and 
a blossomed career in the 
civil service because he 
mastered and maximised 
the art of praying.

Through prayers you can 
succeed where others have 
failed. Prayers can earn 
you promotion, favour, and 
respect where you have pre-

viously been ridiculed and 
despised. Through prayers 
you can get an idea or wis-
dom on how to run your 
business, market your ser-
vices or products or put a 
touch of class, expertise, and 
distinction that could make 
your products or services 
attractive to buyers. Facing 
your challenges prayerfully 
can endow you with the 
wisdom that will cause men 
and kings to promote you to 
a position where you will be 
celebrated.

Another Biblical exam-
ple was Jacob, a man who 
experienced unsteady prog-
ress in life. He was always 
rising and falling due to his 
employer’s deceitfulness. 
His wages were reviewed 
downwards ten good times. 
“…Your father has deceived 
me and changed my wages 
ten times…” (Gen .31:7).
When he wrestled with God 
and prevailed, his entire life 
changed. His journey into 
abundant financial destiny 
became real. “Then Jacob 
was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until the 
breaking of day…And he 
said, let me go for the day 
breaks. But he said, I will 
not let you go unless you 
bless me…And He said, 
your name shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel; 
for you have struggled with 
God and with men, and have 
prevailed…And He blessed 
him there.” (Gen 32:24-29).

Pray  un t i l  you  a re 
blessed. Don’t let delay, 
frustration, impatience and 
disappointments deter you 
from pressing into your 
financial destiny through 
prayers. When you are con-
sistent, patient, resolute and 
desperate with God for your 
prosperity in the place of 
prayer, your expectation will 
not elude you.

Prospering 
through prayer
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be transparent during due 
diligence, which discour-
ages the buyer and hinders 
the transaction process. A 
constructive business issue 
identified late in a transaction 
is more punitive than if ar-
ticulated in advance. Do have 
any business, operating, and 
legal issues identified, and 
do have a plan for address-
ing them before bringing a 
transaction to market. Don’t 
ignore problems and think 
prospective buyers won’t 
identify or overlook them.

We would take other per-
spectives of this article next 
week as we discuss further, 
however, you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - send 
me a message via WhatsApp 
or SMS..

Stumbling thoughts

I
n unravelling diverse mys-
teries that make for suc-
cess, we must never forget 
the ones that make for 
failure also. Behind every 

winning business outfit is a 
successful mindset and behind 
every pursuit of man in life is 
the thought of success. This goes 
to show that at the back of God’s 
mind and also in His design, suc-
cess is at the forefront and it is 
inculcated in to our DNA.

If this is a common denomi-
nator between man and God, 
then we must examine the root 
of failure. Why do men fail? 
Men do not fail because of what 
they experience; rather they fail 
because of what they THINK. 
Every action in life is preceded 
by THOUGHTS. In the realm 
of the spirit, THOUGHTS are 
things whether you believe it 
or not. However, in the physical 

realm things do not appear to 
have originated from the Spirit.

Every object you see, feel 
or touch in life is product of a 
man’s thought. Likewise, when 
you study any successful man 
you see their thoughts made 
them. The Bible says that, ‘’as a 
man thinks in his heart so is he”. 
For this to emanate from God it 
means it is really big. Every time 
we remember that no action is 
taken except they are thought, 
it actually shows the power that 
our thoughts wield. This means 
going forward or backward 
in life are all products of the 
thoughts in our lives. When we 
talk about obstacles, they are not 
necessarily tangible BARRIERS 
or road BLOCKS rather most 
times they are all inside you and 
I. Until we recognise the power 
that our thoughts have over the 
outcome of our lives, we would 
not treat it with respect and give 
it the honor that it deserves. We 
must settle it in ourselves that 
every single transaction we ex-
ecute in life must have been first 
of all processed in our thoughts.

“But I don’t have control over 
the thoughts on my mind!” you 
shout. Well, I can only agree 
with you if you are dead or 
completely insane. A mad man 
has largely lost control over the 
thoughts of his mind that is why 
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he is considered to be mad. In 
fact, if you follow him closely, 
you would even discover he has 
moments of sanity. However, 
I am sure you fall into none of 
the two categories. So congrats, 
“You have control over your 
mind”.  That means you have 
the power to choose between 
good thoughts and stumbling 
thoughts. So, how do we recog-
nise Stumbling Thoughts? Every 
thought that does not make for 
encouragement, joy, peace, love, 
excitement or progress are Stum-
bling thoughts. It is your thought 
that tells you, you cannot do 
it when no man is there. Your 
thought tells you that people like 
you don’t succeed and you agree 
with it. Your thought tells you, 
you are not likeable and ugly. 
People have thought these ways, 
accepted these as truths and pat-
terned their lives in alignment. 
Looking back in your life, you 
must have this experience.

Although thoughts appear 
spontaneous and it looks as 
though we have no control over 
them, the truth is that they have 
an origin or source. We just do 
not think blank thoughts. The 
thoughts of our hearts are a 
product of the information we 
allow into our mind. The in-
formation we expose ourselves 
to, determine our thoughts to a 

large extentand consequently 
the outcome of our lives. The en-
tertainment world is very good 
at programming us for their own 
advantage. The decision to buy 
what we buy is deliberately fed 
into our minds and we process 
them as our thoughts.

Having been armed with the 
knowledge of the origin of our 
thoughts, we can easily elimi-
nate the stumbling thoughts 
and build the good thoughts. 
As the New Year is just start-
ing, we must be deliberate at 
selecting the information that 
we would allow into our minds, 
otherwise wrong information 
becomes stumbling thoughts 
which do not make for success 
in life. The children of Israel 
could not enter Canaan land 
because of wrong information 
disseminated to their hearing. 
This year, we must take up our 
responsibility of seeking out 
right information that looks 
like where we are going and 
ingest them. The Bible says that 
we must guard our hearts with 
all diligence for out of it are the 
issues of life. It takes quite some 
effort to do this but it is worth it. 
Get the right books and tapes, be 
in the right company and your 
life would definitely start taking 
a new turn.

Remain blessed.

SpiritonomicS
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I
n recent years, factors such as 
the burgeoning telecoms sector, 
emerging technologies, and high 
volume of quality film produc-
tions have all played significant 

roles in the accelerated growth of Ni-
geria’s entertainment industry. The 
results, which range from increased 
global appeal, wider acceptance, triple- 
A ratings, have shown entertainment 
as a key socio-economic enabler.  An-
other key growth driver for the indus-
try is the quality of innovative reality 
TV shows that the industry boasts of. 
Creative shows such as The Voice Ni-
geria, MTN Project Fame, among oth-
ers have attracted good sponsorship 
from world-class brands, which lean 
on such platforms to deepen their in-
road to huge audiences.

Perhaps the craving of Nigerians for 
innovative and peerless creative shows 
explain why leading video entertain-
ment company, MultiChoice Nigeria, 
re-introduced Big Brother Nigeria now 
Big Brother Naija (BBN), after a 10 year 
hiatus from the entertainment radar. 
Since it made its debut in 2006, BBN 
has helped to enhance the quality of 
TV production in the country. It has 
also facilitated technological transfer 
between Nigerian and South Afri-
can production firms who managed 
the inaugural show. Aside from these 
technical firms, there were many oth-
ers whose business survival is tied to 
the success of the show. These groups 
range from the editorial crew who 
mostly bill at hourly rate to makeup 
artists, costume designers, among oth-
ers, who all earn middle class livings 
and are instrumental to the growth of 
the economy.

One unique feature of BBN is the 
creative deployment of drama to 
showcase the versatility of youth tal-
ent. Through the platform, the house-
mates, all locked up in a remote house, 
creatively dramatize their various 
talent to a global audience. Since its 
launch, the show developed some-
thing of a cult following due to its 
perceived rich entertainment value. 
However, beyond this dramatic value 
is the potential for youth to become 
business savvy.

For some of the housemates, the 
BBN was beyond entertainment; it 
was a means to an end. It served as 
a springboard to a prolific career in 
entertainment as they explored the 
business opportunities created by the 
show. A couple of the housemates, af-
ter the show, became celebrity entre-
preneurs, representing a movement 
of people shaping Nigeria’s entertain-
ment world. The BBN housemates, 
through the clout garnered from the 
popularity of the show, have ventured 
into various pursuits. While some 

Big Brother Nigeria: 
An elixir to entrepreneurship
 Tosin Ayinde

have floated their private businesses, 
thereby withdrawing from public 
glare, a few others have continued to 
bask in the euphoria of stardom in the 
industry.

Thus, BBN has become more of a 
development project that helps aspir-
ing youth easily find the right foot-
ing in their chosen careers through 
the exposure the show provides. In 
addition to the growth of SMEs fa-
cilitated by BBN and other reality 
shows in Nigeria, a new middle class 
is evolving with reality TV shows. It 
has further raised the need for a new 
growth model, stretching youth’s cre-
ative and entrepreneurial skills in 
a bid to boost national productivity 
and socio-economic growth.

One of the most prominent faces 
in Nigeria’s entertainment industry is 
Ebuka Obi Uchendu, a lawyer and ce-
lebrity media personality of note. Ebu-
ka’s eighth place finish out of the 14 
housemates in the 2006 BBN standing 
did not diminish his enormous talent. 
Today, the reality TV star is one of the 
visibly successful BBN housemates. He 
has since floated his private business, 
employing staff who would have been 
caught in the web of the growing un-
employment. He also has to his credit 
juicy endorsement deals with various 
blue-chip brands in the telecoms and 
breweries sectors. He has played host 
to several youth-focused talk shows, 
such as Rubbin’ Minds, The Spot, 
among others. Ebuka has since grown 
to become a model to several youth in 
the industry, a feat which earned him 
the opportunity of hosting the first 
ever presidential debate focused on 
youth issues, during the run up to 2011 
general elections in Nigeria.

BBN, over the years, has exhibited 
huge potentials as a promoter of en-
trepreneurship in Nigeria and as a 
pathway out of the present economic 
doldrums in the country. Interestingly, 
it is making its return at a time when 
reality TV shows have become well-
established and an enterprise of a sort. 
The show is expected to demonstrate 
how reality TV platforms can positive-
ly optimize the business potentials of 
the youth.

Katung Aduwak, winner of BBN in 
2006, is definitely one of those influ-
encing the industry behind the scenes. 
He consolidated on his win by pro-
ceeding to the United States to hone 
his skills in film production and direc-
tion. Upon his return from the Digital 
Film Academy, New York, where he 
obtained a degree in film direction, he 
has remained active in the industry, 
nurturing musical talent. He worked 
on several projects such as  directing 
a series of musical videos for Choco-
late City, Style Plus, Gabriel Afolayan, 
among others. Other versatile house-
mates that have made great strides in 
the industry include Gideon Okeke, 
Uti Nwachukwu,Tayo Faniran, among 

others. After their victories, they have 
continued to shine in their chosen 
lines of business.

For instance, Gideon, an actor in the 
famed TV series, Tinsel, who has gone 
into other exploits such as TV Show 
hosting. Uti, aside bringing glamour 
to Nollywood, since his foray into act-

ing, has hosted several events and TV 
shows, among them, Jara which he co-
hosts with Helen Paul. Tayo Faniran, 
who became the brand ambassador 
to PayPorte, the headline sponsor of 
the BBN, over a year ago, has just got 
his license renewed by the foremost 
e-commerce company. The aforemen-
tioned stars are strong brands in the 
entertainment industry with huge 
and increasing followership. Through 
the popularity that accrued from in-
volvement in reality shows, they have 
been able to establish successful pri-
vate businesses that have provided 
employment opportunities for several 
youth. They have also been contrib-
uting to the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product, aid youth development, and 
ultimately providing mentorship to 
the youth.

Aside from the housemates, the oth-
er “unseen hands” as it were have also 
recorded tremendous successes after 
their interaction with the maiden edi-
tion of the show. An example would 
be Don Jazzy, the chief executive offi-
cer of Mavin records, one of the coun-
try’s biggest music labels. Many may 
not know this but the famed music 
producer was responsible for the 2006 
BBN theme music. Another interest-
ing revelation would be the in-house 
stylists of the show; Omoyemi Aker-
ele and Bola Balogun. Their co-owned 
a fashion styling and image consult-
ing business was responsible for the 
housemates and presenters’ ward-
robes for the duration of the show. 
Today, Omoyemi Akerele is the artistic 
director of Style House Files, the com-
pany who stages the hugely successful 
Lagos Fashion and Design Week while 
Bola Balogun is the founder of Glam 
Brand Networks, a brand strategy and 
public relation agency specializing in 
luxury and niche brands within the 
fashion, beauty and lifestyle industry. 
Then there is Michelle Dede, the mul-
tilingual TV host and actor who host-
ed the show alongside Olisa Adibua, 
one of Nigeria’s most respected radio 
personalities. Big Brother Nigeria hap-
pened to be Michelle’s first TV hosting 
gig and now, Michelle has grown to be 
a TV personality repute, gracing our 
television screens on several shows 
including Moments, a syndicated talk 
show on EbonyLife on DStv channel 
165.

The maiden edition of the BBN was 
a hit and it is not surprising why its re-
turn after over 10 years has continued 
to create a buzz among entertainment 
lovers. With the successful outing in 
2006, viewers are eagerly anticipating 
the second edition. If you look forward 
to having a swell time from the night 
of January 22, 2017, to watch the re-
invented BBN, you are hardly alone. 
This is because for more than 74 days, 
viewers from within and outside Ni-
geria will be served with spicier and 
peerless entertainment.

Bally

Bisola

Efe
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Ben Unegbu is the convener of a non-denominational prayer group based in Onitsha, 
Anambra State. In a chat with SEYI JOHN SALAU, Unegbu, who is popularly referred 
to as ‘Servant of the Most High’, touches on the Biafra agitations by groups in the South-
East as he urges Nigerians to work closely with God in 2017.

‘Only genuine dialogue and remedial 
actions will resolve the Biafran agitation’

One thing associated with this pe-
riod of the year is New Year resolu-
tions. People make resolutions at the 
beginning of every new year, but ex-
perience has shown that most people 
hardly keep to such resolutions; some 
break them even before the end of 
January. What is responsible for this?

I
nconsistency is the handiwork of 
the devil, the father of liars, dupes 
and cheats. They make promises 
and fail because they are not bal-
anced in God, our creator. If they 

have repented or are changed from 
darkness to light and from evil to good 
through Christ Jesus, you will not 
hear such reverse-actions. Such peo-
ple cannot keep to their promises be-
cause they are still children of Satan, 
the liar and murderer as exposed in 
John 8 verse 44. Remember that there 
is no reverse-gear in God. So, if people 
make a declaration and later reverse, 
it means that their father is Satan and 
that something special must happen 
in their lives before they can maintain 
the dignity of man and start keeping 
to their promises because God hates 
those who make promises without 
keeping them as expatiated in Ecclesi-
astics 5:4-6.

 People say Nigeria’s greatest chal-
lenge is lack of leadership. If you are 
to advice the political class and all in 
positions of authority, what would 
you advice?

The truth is that most of the so-
called political class, if not all of them, 
are there for their belly. There has 
never been genuine leadership in this 
country. Former President Jonathan 
tried to straighten things but some 
disgruntled elements in their bas-
tardised minds, most of whom were 
also seriously hooked by those deadly 

venoms of bribery and corruption, and 
who penetrated his government in 
one way or the other, tried or helped 
to spoil things for him. Upon all that, 
however, he tried to maintain the dig-
nity of man. If not, he could not have 
humbly conceded defeat even before 
the conclusion of the election results. 
If Jonathan had not declared that dec-
laration, what is happened in the Gam-
bia and some other destabilised coun-
tries would have been a child’s play. 
So, whatever happened, Jonathan 
has shown a practical example. Even 
when he was in a position to stay put, 
he accepted defeat at the appropriate 

time. Only leaders who will plan for 
the good and betterment of the mass-
es, without corrupting or joining to 
corrupt the system in order to enrich 
themselves, as openly practicalised by 
that no-nonsense governor recorded 
in the book of Nehemiah chapter 5 
verse 15 for the general good of the 
masses and others, are supposed to be 
voted into leadership positions in this 
country and other places around the 
world. This is where the masses should 
come in to call a spade a spade by vehe-
mently resisting the “money bags” who 
may dubiously and questionably try to 
use their money that “missed road” to 
buy their votes and then turn them 
into slaves of their own conscience.

 The South-East was in the news 
for most part of 2016, with the Indig-
enous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) agitat-
ing for freedom. How best can the 
government relate with IPOB agita-
tors in particular and the South-East 
in general?

Sincerely speaking, the answer to 
this aching problem, if it is to be re-
solved permanently, is genuine dia-
logue, without any devilish compro-
mise, and  decisive action in restitution 
and remedying things by the offend-
ers, just as God Himself demanded in 
Ezekiel 33:14-16 and which was put 
in practice by Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-
10, especially in verses 8-10, which 
opened way for salvation (freedom 
from sin and other satanic activities) to 
reach not only his life but the lives of 
all other members of his family (if they 
also humbly repented and amended 
things like their father Zacchaeus).  
This is because it is very clear that no 
bomb or bullet can stop the move or 
people’s self-determination to be free 
from their hidden and open oppres-

sors who wickedly marginalised and 
continue to marginalise them. This is 
clearly true because there is no way 
you can beat a child and stop him from 
crying. Yes, it is now clearly visible 
to all, including the oppressors them-
selves, that the South, more especially 
the Southeast, is wickedly margin-
alised and being openly tortured, pos-
sibly as a defeated people even at the 
end of a war that was declared to the 
hearing of everybody in this country 
and the world in general as one in 
which there was “no victor, no van-
quished”.

 Going forward, what is your out-
look for 2017?

We always expect something bet-
ter. But disgruntled elements in their 
soiled hearts are making things dif-
ficult for souls and the generality of 
the people because of their smelly and 
sinful hearts. Remember that iniquity 
pulls down countries but God’s righ-
teousness builds nations. If people will 
make true “about turn” from darkness 
to light and from evil to good through 
genuine repentance as God directed 
through Christ, we will have a bright 
future. Setbacks, states of uncertainty, 
insecurity, man’s inhumanity to man 
and other problems pervading this 
country and the world now, including 
inconsistency in life, will be a thing 
of the past because they came as a re-
sult of spiritual imbalance. Guns and 
bombs cannot solve the problems. In-
dividual decisions to change like the 
Ninevites in Jonah chapter 3 and the 
biblical Prodigal Son in Luke chapter 
15 will solve the problem, even perma-
nently. We will then have a prosper-
ous year this 2017 and beyond if God 
is trusted and fully believed and em-
braced through Christ Jesus.

N
igeria has witnessed re-
curring cases of sectarian 
violence and escalating in-
terfaith tensions since in-

dependence, with the predominantly 
Muslim North being the hotbed of such 
violence. In all of this, the government, 
both at the federal and state levels, has 
been blamed for failing to implement 
effective strategies to prevent or stop 
terrorism or sectarian violence while 
also failing to bring to justice those re-
sponsible for such violence. 

Following the recent killings in 
Southern Kaduna, condemnations have 
again trailed government’s silence and 

‘Government’s slow action responsible 
for escalating religious tension’

slow action in extinguishing the fire of 
violence in the area and smoking out 
and bringing the perpetrators to justice. 
Government’s apathy, many say, is in 
a way an endorsement of the ongoing 
violence in that region.

Pastor Iruofagha Solomon James, se-
nior pastor, Glory Christian Ministries, 
said in a recent interview that the situ-
ation in Southern Kaduna is very trou-
bling.

“Boko Haram we can understand be-
cause theirs is some kind of a devilish 
uprising of a particular extremist in one 
religion wanting to see the end of the 
existence of another religion, and have 
made the extermination of Christian-
ity in their area a priority,” Pastor James 
said.

“Fulani herdsmen, I don’t know what 
their problem is up to today, and why is 
it so difficult for the government to stop 
this kind of people just going around 
killing people? Something may have 
sparked off the Kaduna killings, but 
again, whatever it is that makes one 
group of people to just slaughter other 
people innocently, I think it is satanic, it 
is wrong, and it is an indictment on the 
government for acting so slowly.

“If after 100 people have been killed 
then you want to now wake up, that is 
not a government, and as long as I am 
concerned the greatest problem facing 
Nigeria today is non-existence of gov-
ernance; this is what is killing people 
other than the herdsmen and Boko Ha-
ram,” he said.

Seyi John Salau

Ben Unegbu

According to him, the country has 
inadvertently created that kind of gen-
eration where uninformed people that 
were left uncared for have risen up ig-
norantly to think that they could act 
that way, killing lots of innocent people 
in the process.

He opined that in a country where 
everybody is running wild and doing 
whatever they like without being called 
to question, without being persecuted 
according to the existing laws, there is 
no governance in such a country.

The rule of law, he said, must be up-
held and government must wake up to 
its responsibilities of ensuring the safety 
of lives and of all citizens at all times, no 
matter who is involved, for the country 
not to disintegrate into a state of chaos.
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Explore freedom with Maxi stitches

M
axi is not the first 
clothing item that 
springs  to  mind 
when it comes to 
fashion. But lately, it 

is drawing plenty of attention from 
stylish ladies who are more associ-
ated with glamour and chic. Credit 
that to Damak Shuwargwe, founder 
and Chief Creative Director of Maxi 
Stitches -the name of her brand.

Her designs are so attractive that 
most of the places she wore it to 
before she started doing it fully as 
a business, either attracted clients, 
comments or both in most cases.

“The thing about the nature of 
the maxi dresses I design is; they 
are easy to wear, can be worn to 
almost any occasion. For instance, 
I had an appearance to make on 
NTA network sometime last year, 
and I thought of the easiest thing to 
wear, that won’t make me look too 
laid back but just good enough for 
the show, and the best option I had 
was one of the maxi dresses I had 
designed,” she says.

They are totally comfortable. 
“Also if you’re on the big side you 
do not have to worry about ‘sucking 
belly’,” where you have to try and 
conceal your belly fat.”

“Therefore a combined effort of 
the aforementioned forces and even 
more inspired my desire to venture 
into designing of maxi dresses,” says 
Shuwar, while explaining what 
attracted her into designing maxi 
gowns. 

When the International Law and 
Diplomacy graduate from Babcock 
University started this line of busi-
ness in April initially demand was 
not exactly high, she says. “A lot 
of the customers I had at the time 
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were mostly family and friends. 
However demand started hitting 
its peak November last year and has 
been at its peak up till date. I have 
a lot of orders coming in now, eight 
months down the line, and I am re-
ally thankful for that.”

One can’t but wonder if there 
are particular things she consid-
ers when drawing up her designs? 
“There are a lot of factors I weigh 
before using a fabric for a customer. 
I consider the weather at the cus-
tomer’s location (if it is hot there, I 
use light fabrics and vice versa) and 
also the customer’s physical appear-
ance. Complexion guides me in my 
choice of prints and my choice of 
colour as well. Height also guides me 

Even without a physical address, Abuja-based fashion house Maxi Stiches, is making the “Made in Nigeria” 
label cool and covetable.

in my choice of prints - for instance 
I’ll rather use horizontally stripped 
prints for a tall person than a not so 
tall person. Also the most integral 
factor I consider is a customers’ 
preference.

Shuwar at a striking photo ses-
sion showcased her alluring designs 
behind a backdrop of nature, giving 
life to the gowns. She describes her 
clothes in three words: “timeless, 
elegant, and comfortable.”

Top on the list of inspiration for 
Shuwar when it comes to design-
ing her gown is; “a desire to merge 
comfort and class -for one to make 
minimal efforts to look good, yet 
maintain comfort, and appear 
classy.”

Right now Shuwar and her de-
signs have started crossing interna-
tional borders already, “so by God’s 
grace Maxi Stitches in three years’ 
time would have become a house-
hold name in Nigeria and many 
other parts of the world”.

Working with fabrics sourced 
from the shores of Nigeria, Shuwar 
thinks that the drive for made in 
Nigeria products has encouraged 
to an extent, the start-up, and sale 
of products Made in Nigeria. And 
so, with no physically outlets, she 
is aggressively building her brand 
presence online, where she now 
has clients in different states and 
countries.



A
s ladies, we all want 
to get with the latest 
trends in fashion. But 
unfortunately, not all 
season’s trends and ev-

erything on the run way is suitable 
for everyone, or so we think.

It is more difficult for plus size 
ladies to just throw own whatever 
they see in high street shops but of 
course that is not to say that plus 
size ladies cannot be fashionable 
or trendy. They sure can keep up 
with the latest trends but they must 
make sure that whatever outfits 
they choose to wear is comfortable 
and flatters their figure.

It is important to note that there 
is no hard and fast rule to what a 
big person can and cannot wear. In 
fact, fashion experts have proven 
with time that whatever can be 
worn by a size 4 lady can also be 
worn by somebody who is a size 
16, just in different ways, styles and 
probably colour, to make it suit the 
figure better.

Cold shoulder tops are in vogue 
now and everywhere you turn to, 
you see someone wearing one. This 
style is perfectly suitable for fuller 

JUMOKE AKIYODE

Plus size? Do not 
shy away from 
runway trends!
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figured women as it shows a little bit 
of skin but not too much to make it 
look off putting. Just make sure the 
fabric is not too clingy such that it 
shows all the fat rolls and also that 
the pattern is not too bold, that it 
makes you look even bigger than 
you actually are.

A lot of people actually believe 
that button down shirts are unflat-
tering for plus size women. Howev-
er, Nicole Brewer, an international 
fashion stylist says; “Button-down 
shirts complement curves,”

“Look for one that has stretch and 
design details that create shape, like 
darts, ruching, and wrapping.” For 
an even more slenderizing silhou-
ette, “layer the shirt under a blazer, 
jacket, or cardigan—it will shrink 
the appearance of your midsection 
and elongate you,” says Brewer.

Fashion experts have said that 
the key to a flattering garment 
comes down to fit and not colour as 
previously thought. So, just because 
you’re plus size does not mean you 
should drown yourself in black or 
dark colours so that you can ‘look 
slimmer’, just make sure that what-

ever colour you’re wearing compli-
ments your skin tone.

Never shy away from new trends 
because you think it was made for 
skinny or slim people. Plus size la-
dies should always remember that; 
‘If it floats your boat, by all means 
go for it’. The trick is to adapt a trend 
in a way that works for your shape.

If you really want to wear a crop 
top because that’s what is in season, 
then opt for one that’s cut longer 
and pair it with a high-waisted 
pencil skirt or trousers.

Are you dying to colour block 
your outfit? Wearing multi-toned 
pieces can be slimming if the verti-
cal panels and darker shades are 
positioned on the areas that you 
want to downplay. Even hard-to-
pull-off harem pants get the green 
light. “Find a pair with stretch and 
draping,” says Brewer, noting that 
women who carry their weight 
on top look especially good in this 
cut because the pants balance the 
silhouette.
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Have an unforgettable valentine with Irinajo

A
s February creeps up on us, we 
remember that the 14th is a special 
day. Most of us want gifts, cool 
hangouts and even somewhere to 
just chill and leave the city stress 

and noise at bay. Our main challenge is that even 
when we decide on going to a particular place for 
such fun time, the hassles of planning everything 
takes the shine off it. And so whether you are on 
a hunt for yourself or your boss, BDSUNDAY 
has decided to ease your stress through Irinajo, 
an online-based tourism organization whose 
clientele include individuals, groups, schools and 
corporate organizations.

 The concept of Irinajo is to inform Nigerians 
and the global community on where to go within 
Nigeria, how to get there and what pleasures 
one can derive from their tourism experiences. 

“At the centre of our trips are the attractions 
where lasting life experiences are gathered. 
These are adventures that you would proudly 
share with those who are not privileged to get a 
feel of such remarkable experiences. Our work 

February, the season of love, is drawing near! So take the guesswork out of what activities to embark on. 
Irinajo has the perfect getaway for you and your spouse or best friend at Kamp Ikaare!

at Irinjo is not just to take you to interesting 
destinations; we also provide platforms for you 
to share your Irinajo stories,” says Adedamola 
Idowu, founder, Irinajo.  

Prior to Irinajo’s official launch on June 3, 
2016, Idowu has embarked on several solo travels 
just to prepare himself for what has become a 
successful thriving business.

 Irinajo has done a thorough tour of South 
West Nigeria, Cotonou and Ghana, since its 
inception. “The attractions in South West Ni-
geria are inexhaustible but Irinajo can boast of 
having toured majority of them. From the 7 step 
Erin-Ijesha Water Falls to Osun Osogbo Grove, 
Lekki Conversative Center, The historical town 
of Badagry to see the original relics of Slave Trade 
in Nigeria, Arinta Water Falls, Ikogosi Warm 
Spring, Agodi Gardens, UI zoo, Heritage Museum 
Cocoa House Ibadan, Mapo Hall, Bower’s Tower, 
Ibodi Monkey Forest Reserve, Olumo Rock, just 
to mention a few,” explains Idowu. 

Sharing some of these destination experi-
ences, Idowu says, “Our recent trip to Badagry 
is one that stands out. Despite the proximity to 
Lagos, many of our participants had not been to 
this coastal town that relives the memories of 
slave trade in Nigeria. From the point of depar-
ture, it was very obvious that the participants 
were looking forward to a lot of fun apart from 
the history learning. We got to the coastal town 
quite early after we took off from Lagos at around 
7am. We went straight to the hotel, checked in 

and took some rest of about one hour. We weren’t 
going to leave any historical monument unvis-
ited so we started the tour of the ancient town 
at the Mobee Family Slave Trade Museum. Here 
at the museum, participants learnt a lot about 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade which lasted for 
over 500years.

 “We also made a stop at the Seriki Abass 

Baracoon. We learnt about the life and times 
of Seriki Abass the slave trader. We didn’t stop 
there; we also visited the first storey building in 
Nigeria, the Agia tree monument. It may interest 
you to know that it was under this Agia tree that 
Christianity was first preached in Nigeria. A trip 
to Badagry won’t be complete without embark-
ing on the journey to the ‘point of no return’ 

which we eventually returned from. At the shore 
of the Atlantic Ocean where slaves were ferried 
to Europe and America during the slavery era, we 
had a party; we danced, ate and played several 
games before we finally returned to our hotel”.

 Irinajo isn’t limited to destinations in Nigeria, 
but also contributing to the made-in-Nigeria 
movement, its primary focus is showcase tourist 
attractions in Nigeria. “But at different times, we 
explore other destinations beyond Nigeria. We 
have visited the Republic of Benin and Ghana. 
We also intend to visit Kenya and Ethiopia later 
this year”.

 One cannot but wonder what gave birth to 
Irinajo? Is it the economic down turn or paucity 
of foreign exchange for those will to go on holiday 
abroad? Idowu says no to these, and goes ahead 
to explain that, “Nigeria is a nation blessed with 
abundant human and natural resources. But-
tressed by the number of foreign investments 
and economic migrant (expatriates) in Africa’s 
most populous country, it is obvious that Business 
Tourism has been fairly successful in Nigeria.  
However, despite the nation’s abundant natural 

resources with natural attractions, mountain 
resorts and rock formations, cultural attractions, 
beaches, heritages, museums and monuments, 
Nigeria has not fulfilled her potential in Recre-
ational/Eco-Tourism. So Irinajo was conceived 
to make tourism in Nigeria more attractive to 
the world, positively impact Nigeria’s macro 
economy, connect people and get them informed 
on our tourist destinations.

 And now that valentine is round the corner, 
Irinajo has a special valentine package for fun 
seekers. “The concept of valentine is showing 
love to people around you. It might be to your 
lover, friend, family and even to yourself. So our 
valentine package is also open to individuals 
and families who want to celebrate valentine in 
a very special way.

The choice of Kamp Ikaare wasn’t a very hard 
task. Our plan was to give our clients something 
different for a very special time like valentine. 
Let them getaway and still have a feel of home, 
not stuck on the ever busy roads of Lagos. We 
thought of an exquisite location, accessible by 
boat that could tick all these boxes and Kamp 
Ikaare was the last resort standing.

Kamp Ikaare boasts of several games and 
facilities that will make your stay memorable, 
with several aquatic sports like water volleyball, 
jet-skiing, etc.

 Nobody tells the stories of tourist attractions 
in Nigeria better than Irinajo Travel and Tours!

MABEL DIMMA
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B
rian Munro Limited, mid 
last month rewarde d 
lucky customers with 
brand new cars, state of 
the art television sets, 

deep freezers and other fantastic 
prizes at the Buy N Win raffle draw 
held at Shoprite in Ikeja City Mall, 
Lagos.

It came as a delightful experi-
ence both for winners and cheering 
guests who saw Campari ambas-
sador 2face Idibia give a surprise 
performance to the delight of those 
present.

Taking a detour from the usual 
draws, 2Face Idibia turned the raffle 
stage into a mini concert as he per-
formed some of his hit tracks, get-
ting guests riled up with excitement 
as they sang along throughout his 
performance. 2Baba also indulged 
fans in taking several selfie photos.

Abayomi Ajao, general manager, 
Brian Munro revealed during his 
opening speech that the just con-
cluded ‘Buy N Win promo’ was 
the fourth year that the company 
would reward its customers.

He said: ‘We at Brian Munro 
continue to seek ways to make our 

Brian Munro rewards consumers with exciting gifts
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rewards to loyal customers better 
each year. We always deliver what 
we say we will deliver and winners 
will go home with brand new cars 
and other great prizes like smart-
phones, high-tech laptop computers 
and so on’.

True to his words, at the conclu-
sion of the draws, three winners 
received brand new 2016 Hyundai 
Accent cars from Campari, Ameri-
can Honey and Skyy Vodka worth 
5 million naira each, while others 
got prizes ranging from Brand new 
Curved LED TV Sets to Deep freez-
ers. One of the car winners, Afolabi 
Idowu who was fortunate to be at 
the event, could not contain his joy 
when his ticket number was called. 
‘It’s a wonderful experience, I’m so 
grateful to win this car now. It has 
been my desire to own a car this 
year but as the year ran out it looked 
less likely, but I didn’t lose hope. To-
day that is only 16 days to the end 
of 2016, God has provided me with 
a car courtesy of American Honey,’ 
he said.

Brian Munro Nigeria is the sole 
distributor of quality beverage 
brands like Campari, American 
Honey, Skyy Vodka, Famous Grouse 
and a host of others.

John Cena absolute megastar to kids

W
WE superstar, actor and television 
host John Cena is set to host the 
Nickelodeon’s 2017 Kids’ Choice 
Awards, premiering across Africa 

on Wednesday 15 March 2017.
The only live event where kids’ votes count and 

the biggest stars of the day line up to get slimed, 
Nickelodeon’s 2017 Kids’ Choice Awards will cel-
ebrate children’s favourites from across the worlds 
of film, television, music, pop culture, animation 
and more. With stunts and surprises at every turn, 
the show will air live from USC’s Galen Center in 
Los Angeles and will be seen by children around 
the globe on Nickelodeon channels in more than 
180 countries. Additional Kids’ Choice Awards 
news, including nominees, and guest presenters, 
is expected to be announced in the coming weeks.  

“The Nickelodeon’s Kids’ Choice Awards is the 
biggest party for kids, and I’m so excited and hon-
oured to host this year’s show,” said Cena. “I have a 
lot of big surprises in store so bring on the slime!”  

“John Cena is an absolute megastar to kids, and 
we can’t wait for the excitement and energy he’s go-
ing to bring to this year’s Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice 
Awards,” said Chris Torline, Marketing & Digital 
Director,  Viacom International Media Networks 
(VIMN) Africa,  “John’s star has been rising among 
audiences everywhere, and it’s set to get even bigger 
when he hosts the show.”  

BET Africa to air award-winning 
documentary series Afridocs

U
nder a deal with documentary cura-
tors AfriDocs, BET Africa is adding to 
its rich factual programming mix by 
welcoming the best documentaries 
from Africa and across the world onto 

its TV screens.
AfriDocs’ extensive library of African and in-

ternational documentaries will be aired on BET’s 
pan-African entertainment channel starting from 
Sunday 5 February 2017.

Created for film buffs, lovers of African stories 
& culture, activists and anyone with a passion for 
powerful and real stories, AfriDocs documentaries 
are always moving, educational, and entertaining - 
whether ripped from the headlines, or simply the 
personal journeys of individuals facing the chal-
lenges of everyday life.

Since its inception in 2014, AfriDocs has pre-
sented over 150 documentaries, including powerful 
environmental doc Virunga, Rehad Desai’s award-
winning Miners Shot Down, Nas Jones’ Shake the 
Dust dance documentary, and Nigeria’s celebrated 
film, The Supreme Price. 

This unique documentary strand has also 
included internationally awarded and acclaimed 

films such as the Academy Award winner Citi-
zenFour (the Edward Snowden story); Academy 
Award-nominated The Act of Killing; SAFTA win-
ning The Dream of Shahrazad, and many others.

“We look forward to rounding out our factual 
content offering, and illuminating and entertaining 
our Sunday night audiences thanks to AfriDocs’ 
intelligent, thought-provoking and stimulating 
documentary titles,” says Monde Twala, Vice Presi-
dent, BET, Youth & Music, Viacom International 
Media Networks (VIMN) Africa.

“We are excited about this new relationship 
with BET in Africa and we look forward to shar-
ing our curation of the best documentary films on 
offer,” Don Edkins, Executive Producer, AfriDocs, 
explains further.

Under the deal, AfriDocs on BET will feature 
regular themed months such as Human Rights 
Month, Music Month, Women’s Month, etc. while 
also continuing AfriDocs’ collaboration with the 
Durban International Film Festival that gives 
millions of viewers across Africa a chance to view 
a selection of films during this internationally 
recognised festival.



The writer with guts
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N
ot many novelists would 
wander around the seedy 
red-light district of Ant-
werp in a mini-skirt and 
thigh-high boots to carry 

out research. But this is what Chika 
Unigwe, Nigerian writer, did for her 
novel about the lives of African sex 
workers in the Belgian city. She also 
spent time persuading these women to 
share their stories.

Her diligence has paid off. On Black 
Sisters’ Street is a probing and unset-
tling exploration of the many factors 
that lead African women into prostitu-
tion in Europe, and it pulls no punches 
about the sordid nature of the job. Four 
naive young women, Sisi, Joyce, Ama 
and Efe, fall under the money-making 
spell of pimp-daddy “Senghor Dele” in 
Lagos.

Rich, vulgar, ruthless, he specialises 
in exporting girls to work in Belgium for 
a modest fee of 30,000 euros. This they 
must pay back in monthly installments 
over many years of turning tricks ten 

hours a day. They do not all know that 
this is what lies in store but, fake pass-
ports withheld; the consequences for 
those who try to escape are dire.

Sisi, around whom most of the nov-
el’s suspense revolves, is an ambitious 
graduate unable to find suitable work. 
Efe is a teenage mother struggling to 
raise her son with no support from his 
father. Ama has escaped an abusive 
childhood only to find her dream of 
escaping Nigeria crushed by a dead-
end job. Joyce, without family, home or 
money, is abandoned by her boyfriend. 
The women’s dreams come in different 
sizes, from financial support for strug-
gling relatives back home to the allure 
of big houses, fancy cars, gold jewellery 
and expensive plait extensions.

Unigwe’s vigorous prose is at its best 
when describing the utter humiliation 
Sisi feels when forced to dress like a 
hooker in “a gold-coloured nylon skirt” 
that rode up her legs when she walked 
and “showed her butt cheeks when 
she bent”. So too with the degradation 
of her first encounter with a client in a 
toilet: “She baptised herself into it with 

Men in this novel are generally 
drunks, murderers, rapists, weak, cold-
hearted, pathetic - although Unigwe 
avoids the fallacy of women as passive 
victims. Hers make choices, for which 
there are consequences. But their 
choices are restricted by circumstance 
and the Lagos they leave behind is a 
harsh place to survive, where “on any 
given day one was likely to find a corpse 
abandoned by the roadside”.

She shows what the women be-
come, too. Sisi, who felt she was living 
the dream on her first day in Belgium 
because she was eating jam, can “no lon-
ger bear to look at herself”, while Efe’s 
plan is to run her own brothel one day 
when she has paid of her debt. What 
Unigwe does brilliantly is to delve into 
the psychology of each woman, eliciting 
different levels of empathy.

This is an important and accom-
plished novel that leaves a strong after-
taste. Unigwe gives voice to those who 
are voiceless, fleshes out the stories of 
those who offer themselves as meat for 
sale, and bestows dignity on those who 
are stripped off it.
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tears, hot and livid, down her cheeks, 
salty in her mouth, feeling intense pain 
wherever he touched, like he was sear-
ing her with a razor blade that had just 
come off a fire”.



Remembering the ‘Ozziddi’ crony

S
onny Okosun was one of 
the leading Nigerian musi-
cians from late 70’s to mid 
80’s. The icon was versatile 
in musical styles which 

ranged from reggae to highlife, 
Afro-funk and gospel among others.

 He hails from Edo State and was 
born on January 1, 1947 in Enugu. 
Okosun’s first band, The Postmen, 
was formed in Enugu in 1965. In 
1969, he joined Melody Maestros, 
a band led by Victor Uwaifo. From 
1972 to 1974 he led a group known 
as Paperback Limited and then 
formed a new band, Ozziddi, with 
whom he released several albums.

 Okosun made waves in the 80s 
with the release of Liberation, a 
beautiful compilation of some of 
his best on the American Shanachie 
label, and a number of international 
tours.

 In 1972, he took to a back-to-
African-roots trend with a stylis-
tic mix of Western pop and local 
highlife. He later broadened it to 
include the rapidly spreading gospel 
of reggae. His diversity kept him 
from being pigeonholed. Ozziddi’s 
first few releases, with their catchy, 
rock-inflected melodies and topical 
lyrics, were all big hits in Nigeria, 
but 1977’s Fire in Soweto really put 
Okosun on the map internationally.

 His lyrics in the 1970s and 1980s 
about South Africa and the plight of 
the Third World were actually not 
at all radical in the African context. 
“In this regard, it would be interest-
ing to compare Okosun’s career with 
that of Fela Anikulapo-Kuti who 
faced genuine hardship as a result of 
his pointed attacks on the Nigerian 
elite,” said Beadle.

 He featured in the anti-apartheid 
album, Sun City and his song, 
Highlife was in the soundtrack 
of 1986 film, Something Wild. His 
mainstream success however be-
gan to fade in the late 1980s but he 
continued his career as a gospel mu-
sician under the name; Evangelist 
Sonny Okosun.

 He was featured in Black Star 
Liner, a 1983 anthology of African 
reggae, and much later appeared 
on the anti-apartheid Sun City EP’s 
production.

An avant-garde musician in his 
own right, Okosun’s early music of 
the 70s and 80s would be contex-
tualised in the making of contem-
porary music of revolution in the 
Nigerian musical scene with more 
than 39 album releases to his credit.

 Another blazing path he created 
was when he set the trail in the new 
blitz called gospel music. With his 
new genre of music came a collec-
tion of songs in an album entitled, 
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Songs of Praise.
 Okosun sang in Ishan, Igbo, 

Yoruba and the English language 
and was particularly known for his 
unrepentant defence of the June 
12, 1993 mandate of the late Social 
Democratic Party presidential can-
didate, M.K.O Abiola. He was also an 
outspoken supporter of Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s administration.

His release under the new man-
agement of Ivory Music (former 

EMI), Songs of Praise spread like 
wild fire through the country, again 
establishing the artiste as a force 
to be reckoned with in the music 
industry.

 Revival, another successful al-
bum, followed and soon the born-
again fever gripped Okosun, who by 
then was already deeply involved 
with spreading the gospel.

 In 1998, he founded the House of 

Prayer Ministry, converting part of 
his expansive building to a church.

 He was famous for his prowess 
to discover star artistes, including 
One Love diva, Onyeka Onwenu, 
and samba crooner, Stella Monye, 
among others.

 The Ishan-born artiste died of 
colon cancer on May 24, 2008 at 
Howard University Hospital, Wash-
ington DC, USA, at 61.
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Lagos immortalizes Rasheed Gbadamosi with Art Expo

L
agos State Government is put-
ting finishing touches to the 
preparation for the hosting of 
the maiden edition of Rasheed 
Gbadamosi Eko Art Expo.

Until his death in November 2017, 
Rasheed Gbadamosi; an illustrious son 
of Lagos, was an art connoisseur and 
co-chairman of Lagos at 50 Committee.

To honour and immortalize the late 
art devotee, Lagos State Government  in 
collaboration with some gallery owners 
and art foundations across the state, will 
host a three-day art expo from January 
27- 29, 2017 at Eko Hotel and Suites, 
Victoria Island, Lagos.

Organised under the theme, ‘Lagos 
for all’, the expo is part of the activities 
building up to the grand celebration 
of Lagos at 50 anniversary in May 17, 
2017, and will feature selected works 
of masters by galleries in the state and 
works done by students of Lagos ter-
tiary institutions including photogra-
phy previously showcased in Brussels, 
Belgium.

Explaining the rationale behind the 
name of the art expo during a media 
parley held on Saturday at Terra Kul-
ture, Victoria Island, Lagos, Steve Ayor-
inde, Lagos Commissioner of Informa-
tion and Strategy, described Gbadamosi 
who died last November while serving 
as co-chairman of Lagos At 50 celebra-
tion as an illustrious, and a true son of 
Lagos, hence the state government felt 
it should do more to celebrate him.

“We have supported Nollywood last 
year. When Lagos was chosen as the 
city in focus at the Toronto Festival, 
people have asked if the government’s 
support is limited to music and the film 
industry. This expo shows that Gov-
ernor Akinwunmi Ambode is serious 
about using the entertainment, and the 
arts industry general, to grow the state 
economy. The expo shows the govern-
ment’s support for the arts is not limited 
to music and film but visual art also,” 
Ayorinde explained.

The commissioner further noted 
that the art expo also kick starts ac-

tivities for the Lagos at 50 Celebration 
which began May last year. “It will 
culminate into a ceremony throughout 
the month of May with a grand finale 
celebration on May 27th.  We will have 

an activity each day for 50 days start-
ing April 8, 2017 till May 27th when we 
will have a grand celebration of Lagos 
50th birthday.”

In addition to the exhibition, there 

will be a dance production by QDance 
Centre titled ‘Iwa Lewa’ while famous 
performance poets like Akeem Lasisi 
will also be there to perform.

Sinmidele Adesanya, owner, Mydrim 
Gallery, will be curating the galleries 
and works done by students that will be 
shown at the event, while Azu Nwag-
bogu, director, African Artists Founda-
tion, will  be the curator of photographic 
component of the expo.

Expressing her readiness for the job, 
Adesanya said more than 400 works 
will be on display, with each gallery 
showing 20 pieces each.

 “This has been a long time coming. 
What we have had over the years are 
private individuals growing the visual 
art industry alone. We are grateful to 
the state government for this initiative. 
What we will have is an exhibition 
of young, emerging and master art-
ists. 25 galleries will be participating 
showcasing works in their collections. 
The government has gone into schools 
to encourage students to be a part of 
this. Despite the economic situation, it 
is amazing the kind of talents shown 
by these students”, the gallery owner 
explained.

According to Nwagbogu, director, 
African Artists Foundation and curator 
of the photography section of the expo, 
pieces that would be featured at the 
exhibition were previously exhibited at 
the Centre for Fine Arts in Brussels, Bel-
gium (Bozar) where governor Ambode 
was a special guest in 2016.

Also, over one hundred works show-
ing different sides of Lagos as a city with 
the theme ‘Dey Your Lane’ will be on 
display at the Rasheed Gbadamosi Art 
Expo.

However, the commissioner urged 
Lagosians, art lovers and the general 
public to visit Eko Hotel & Suites, Vic-
toria Island, Lagos from January 27- 29, 
2017 will to see and appreciate the 
creative ingenuity of Lagos artists on 
display at the exhibition that will be 
declared open at 5pm at the opening 
day by Akinwunmi Ambode, governor 
of Lagos State and Wole Soyinka, chair-
man, planning committee, Lagos at 50.
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Eviction is back in Biggie’s house

I
t was nomination week and five 
housemates: Bally Kemen, CocoIce, 
TBoss and Miyonse were nominat-
ed by the housemates for eviction 

today after receiving the least votes. 
Miyonse however was saved by Uriel, 
new Head of House, who replaced him 
with Marvis. Housemates were called 
into the diary room by Biggie who gave 
them up to 45 minutes to name their 
choice for eviction.

The eviction notices will be like a 
splash of cold water on housemates 
after just performing for Biggie and 
eliciting so much emotion that there 
was not a single dry eye in the house.

The nominations went as follows:
TallThinTony nominated Efe and 

Marvis, CoCoIce nominated Bisola and 
Uriel, Kemen nominated TallThinTony 
and Marvis, while Uriel nominated 
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Soma and Bally.
Gifty went for Uriel and TallThin-

Tony, Marvis nominated Kemen and 
Efe, Bally picked Uriel and Efe, Bisola 
nominated Efe and TallThinTony and 
TBoss nominated Bisola and Miyonse. 
as well, Gifty nominated Uriel and 
TallThinTony, while Efe nominated 
Marvis and TallThinTony.

Miyonse chose TBoss and Soma. 
At the end of the day, Bally, CoCoIce, 
Miyonse, TBoss and Kemen had the 
least votes. HOH Uriel decided to save 
Miyonse and replaced him with Marvis 
when given the opportunity by Biggie.

While the housemates expect the 
first eviction to take place today, Big 
Brother will be introducing a surprise, 
which is two additional housemates. 
The excitement continues so do not 
change the channel!
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‘There is Dubai for every budget’

How is Dubai destination 
doing?

A
s all markets, 
the numb ers 
are down, but 
if you compare 
i t  w i t h  t h e 

number of Africans visiting 
other destinations across the 
world, Dubai is doing very 
well.

How affordable is Dubai?
There is Dubai for every 

budget; low class, middle 
class and high class.  There is 
always Dubai for you to ex-
perience, but people usually 
see Dubai as high class, no it 
is not so. There are different 
levels, yet at wonderful bud-
get. In Kenya, you have hotel 
rooms that are from $4,000 
to $500 a night. But in Dubai 
you can still get good hotel 
rooms from $100 a night 
depending on the season. 
So, there is truly Dubai for 
every budget.

Do not view Dubai as a 
purely luxury city, the three 
star hotel in Dubai is better 
than a four star hotel in 
Europe, and it can be $100 a 
night or even less, especially 
during the summer because 
the weather is very warm 
and people think there is 
nothing to do in Dubai and 
all hotels drop their prices. 
But there is so much to do in 
Dubai that you do not even 
fill the heat.

The message we have for 

Africa is that there is a Dubai 
for everybody, low middle 
and high or extreme luxury. 
There is an activity for every 
budget, and there is shop-
ping for every budget.  Dubai 
has two massive discount 
shopping malls; one is near 

Dubai Parks and Resorts and 
the other is near IMG and 
they offer the best deals ever. 
So, we want people to come 
and explore other things and 
not just to do the normal.

Unlike the western world, 
Dubai has a lot of hotel apart-

ments featuring rooms with 
full kitchens, dish washers, 
among other facilities. It is 
a home away from home 
experience where you can 
come to relax, and cook in 
your apartment. It is really 
conducive for the way Afri-
can families travel, yet it is 
affordable.

How important is the 
Nigerian market to Dubai 
and are Nigerians still visit-
ing Dubai in the face of the 
recession?

Dubai Tourism ranks its 
top countries by visitations 
and Nigeria is the only coun-
try in Africa that is in the Top 
20 because of the impressive 
numbers of visitations from 
Nigeria. From January to 
October 2016, the number 
was about 200,000 visits. As 
well, it was around 270, 000 
for the entire year in 2015. 
But those numbers are not all 
consolidated, they are num-
bers from our account, there 
are numbers from IATA, and 
Amadeus. But I will like to 
see the number of visitations 
from Nigeria go half a million 
this year.

Nigeria is top 20 markets 
for Dubai and that has been 
a surprise which has shown 
Dubai Tourism that inspite of 
the recession, all our efforts 
have at least reduced the 
drop a little bit, it could have 
been worse than this if we 

did not show love to Africa, 
and Nigeria in particular.

We kept the interest going 
with familiarization trips all 
the time, engagements with 
trade partners all the time, 
and we managed to buffer 
the decline very well.

Are Nigerian visitors 
among your high spenders?

The average spend per 
person by Nigerian visi-
tation is higher than the 
combined average spend of 
other nationalities that visit 
here. So, when you walk in 
Dubai Mall or Mall of Emir-
ates as a black person, one 
of the first questions the 
retailers will ask is are you a 
Nigerian, they immediately 
want to know if you are here 
to spend or not.

What are the attractions 
for Nigerian visitors in 
Dubai?

Except during December 
period, 80 percent of Nige-
rian visitors come for both 
business and leisure.  They 
come to Dubai to hold their 
meetings, do shopping, and 
go for desert safari. That is 
the beauty of Dubai; you 
can combine any reason to 
be here.

Why the growing inter-
est in the Nigerian market?

Nigeria still leads the Afri-
can market.  Other countries 
are far less, the nearest to Ni-
geria is South Africa. Dubai 
has what Nigerians want. 
Nigerians do not want to go 
to any bush to see wildlife; 
they like city life, shopping 
and social gathering, and 
these are what Dubai offers. 
Nigeria is 50 percent better 
than any other Africa coun-
try in terms of visitations, 
the next is South Africa but 
the number of visitations is 
much lower.  Then you have 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanza-
nia coming up. But by the 
virtue of their population, 
Ghana is doing very well. 
North Africa is considered 
Arabic and they are treated 
under GCC.

Has the recession impact-
ed on Nigerian visitations?

It shocked us that the 
numbers from Nigeria is 
high despite recession. The 
planes are still full. We could 
not get a flight out of Nige-
ria to Dubai last December. 
Though Emirates has re-
duced its flight frequency, 
other airlines are flying.  
There is Qatar, ET, Etihad, 
Kenyan Airways, Rwand 
Air, and they are all full to 
Dubai though not direct.

While some visitors see Dubai as expensive destination, STELLA OBINWA, head, African 
Region, Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing, Dubai, United Arab Emirates, insists 
in this interview with OBINNA EMELIKE that Dubai carters to every budget,  that Nigeria 
ranks among its 20 Top countries by visitation despite economic downturn among other issues.
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Sukur, the neglected goldmine

I
f you are looking for mag-
nificent scenery such 
as those that can only 
be imagined or seen on 
travel magazines or wild-

life populated by rare species, 
a rich avifauna, a fascinating 
botany and most important-
ly, a real physical challenge 
against nature, Sukur King-
dom may be just what you are 
looking for.

Stuck far away atop one of 
the highest plains on Mandara 
Mountains in Madagali Local 
Government Area of Ad-
amawa State in northeastern 
Nigeria, the Sukur Kingdom is 
something to behold. It is the 
first Nigerian landmark to be 
listed on the World Heritage 
Sites, while Osun Osogbo 
Grove made the list later in 
2005.

The cultural landscape 
with its palace, terraced fields 
with ritual features and vil-
lages whose unchanged set-
tings have survived for many 
centuries will engaged your 
strong leisure spirit. These are 
the features that hyped and 
made the United Nations’ Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation (UNESCO) 
to notice and granted World 
Heritage Status (WHS) to the 
site in 1999.

The site is among the over 
1, 300 sites, including historic 
buildings, archaeological sites 
as well as works of “monu-
mental sculpture or painting” 
that have been granted WHS 
status across the globe.

But it is regrettable that as 
outstanding as the site is, it 
is so neglected and unvisited 
till date.

Despite the fact that mak-
ing it into the WHS list is a 
tough job; the host nation 
is expected to file a dossier 
spelling out, among others, 
the “outstanding universal 
value” of the prospective site 
as well as a comprehensive 
plan of how the WHS will be 
managed in the event that it 
became one.

Also, a national legislation 
is usually supposed to back 
relevant contents of the dos-
sier.

This year, 2017, marks 18 
years since Sukur Kingdom 
was designated a World 
Heritage Site. Sadly, since 
almost two decades now, the 
Nigerian delegation (which 
included Boni Haruna, the 
then Governor of Adamawa 
State, top federal politicians, 
and the Nigerian Commission 
for Museums and Monu-
ments ‘NCMM’ technocrats) 
to the UNESCO conference 
in the Moroccan resort city 
of Marrakech where it was 
designated WHS in 1999, seem 
to have forgotten the promise 

they made and effort at im-
proving and sustaining the 
WHS status of Sukur.

Surprisingly, this Africa’s 
trailblazer in the “Cultural 
Landscape” category has not 
been formally launched by 
Nigerian authorities. The 
launch is necessary to usher 
in management, maintenance 
and promotions that will at-
tract the world to visit and 
spend their money in the 
locality.

As it stands, the breath-
taking landscape may not 
be officially commissioned 
in years to come as a joint 
management committee that 
is supposed to work towards 
the launch as well as other 

matters relating to proper 
maintenance of the WHS 
has not yet been formed. The 
joint management commit-
tee’s composition is supposed 
to include representatives of 
the NCMM, Adamawa State 
authorities, Madagali LGA 
council, the indigenous com-
munity, among others.

Of course, less will be 
achieved in the towering 
ambition of boosting Nigeria’s 
tourist arrival with more visits 
to this somewhat virgin local-
ity, without constituting the 
joint management committee.

The worse, according to 
Yaji Ambu, a culture enthu-
siast and lawyer from Yola, 
is that the NCMM whose 

responsibility it is to care for 
the site is pursuing shadows. 
“If up till now, the generating 
set bought with grant sent by 
UNESCO to light up the village 
and the site is not yet installed 
then when will it work,” he 
queries. The situation, accord-
ing to him, questions what the 
NCMM is doing with UNESCO 
grants meant for the develop-
ment and maintenance of 
Sukur.

In February 2008, a possible 
inauguration planned for Su-
kur Tourist Haven, Rugudum 
was aborted because of lack 
of political will, while again 
in 2009 a similar attempt was 
nipped at the bud because Ji-
brin Gada, the then minister of 
Culture, Tourism and National 
Orientation, did not show up.

These unsuccessful at-
tempts query the calibre, 
qualification and commitment 
of these government person-
nel at delivering the tourism 
mandate placed on their care.

It also calls for more partici-
pation of the private sector as 
Olubode Martins, a tourism 
practitioner, notes that gov-
ernment grip on tourism is 
bane of tourism development 
in the country. “Go and learn 
how South Africa churns out 
dollars from its World Heri-
tage Sites. They contract out its 
management, promotion, and 
maintenance to the private 
sector that has competence on 
such issues,” he discloses.

In defense of government 
bureaucracy that has held 
down the site from making 
marks, Joseph Eboreime, 
one time director general of 
NCMM, says that comfortable 

relaxation spots will have to 
be thrown in, and the guest-
house under construction in 
Sukur Kingdom by Nigeria’s 
NCMM’ authorities completed 
before the WHS could be 
formally opened. But since 
his retirement in 2009, the 
site is still as it was when the 
comments were fresh, some 
stakeholders in the tourism 
industry argue.

More also, it takes an aver-
age of two hours to climb the 
3,040 feet above sea level to 
get atop Sukur Kingdom. The 
towering height and the stress 
of climbing call for infrastruc-
ture like lift. But no electricity 
yet to power any climbing 
facilities as the locality is yet 
to be electrified.

The worse hit is the Su-
kur community. The ex-
pected revenue from tour-
ists that will be used to 
bring mo dernity to the 
kingdom is nowhere. Social 
infrastructure, especially 
electricity, is still a prom-
ise, while educational and 
health facilities are jokes.

It is no longer images but re-
alities of neglect everywhere 
in Sukur. And abandoning 
this site to rot, considering 
the trouble, the time, money 
and energy the country ex-
erted in getting it enlisted 
into UNESCO WHS list, every 
hand should be on deck to get 
things rolling for tourists to 
flow in their millions.

But if the situation persists, 
Nigeria may not be able to 
push for another site to be 
enlisted in WHS because the 
country is yet to maintain the 
two existing sites.
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Bristow introduces flight shuttle 
for high net worth customers

B
r i s t o w 
G r o u p ,  a 
l e a d i n g 
provider of 
i n d u s t r i a l 

aviation services of-
fering helicopter trans-
portation, search and 
rescue (SAR) and air-
craft support services, 
has introduced flight 
shuttle for high net 
worth customers.  

Bristow Africa ex-
panded its jet charter 
s e r v i c e  D e c e mb e r 
5, 2016, adding new 
flights between Lagos 
and Abuja, Nigeria that 
complement its exist-
ing jet charter service 
between Lagos and 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

The group is utilizing 
one of its two 37-pas-
senger Embraer 135 
aircraft operating for 
fixed-wing service in 
the country, the new 
flights operate five days 
per week, providing 
safe, reliable and con-
venient service to cli-
ents in an area that is 
currently underserved. 
Clients can book any 
number of seats on 

each flight, or charter 
the entire aircraft.

Speaking during an 
inspection of facilities 
of its terminals in Lagos 
and Abuja, Ayo Stilo 
Oni Base Manager, Bris-
tow Helicopters (Nige-
ria), said the company 
is offering a unique ser-
vice, which cannot be 
seen anywhere else in 
Nigeria.

“Usually you have 
people with private 
jets which are meant 
for only the high and 
mighty. It is an avenue 
that is not saturated 
in the industry. When 

Stories by Ifeoma okeke
a price and our flight is 
almost like a business 
class. We are targeting 
banks, CEOs, managers 
and fast moving com-
panies who want to get 
to Abuja on time and 
arrive in Lagos on time.

“This is a normal 
thing oversees but dif-
ficult to do in Nigeria. 
On our flights, they dis-
tribute feedback cards. 
Every day we get these 
feedback cards to see 
how we can improve 
our services,” Oni add-
ed.

He disclosed that in 
addition to the two Em-
braer 135 aircraft, the 
company will acquire 
two more Embraer 145 
with a capacity of about 
54 to 55.

“The flight started 
December 5th and as 
time goes on, we are 
hoping to have more 
passengers. We are 
trying to remodel the 
lounge at the Abuja air-
port to the standard we 
have in Lagos and Port 
Harcourt airports. This 
is one of the feedbacks 
we got from our clients. 
This is at our own cost 
and we have been wait-
ing to get approval from 

the Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria, 
(FAAN)” he further dis-
closed.

On the Abuja airport 
closure, Oni said, “We 
have gone to Kaduna 
and other neighbour-
ing airports. We will 
make a choice of where 
to go that will be conve-
nient and safe for our 
passengers and we will 
transport the passen-
gers for a small fee, us-
ing helicopters from the 
location to Abuja. We 
will use our helicopter 
to transfer passengers 
from Kaduna or any 
other location.”

With headquarters 
in Houston, Texas, Bris-
tow has major opera-
tions in the North Sea, 
Nigeria, the U.S. Gulf 
of Mexico, and in most 
of the other major off-
shore oil and gas pro-
ducing regions of the 
world, including Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, 
Russia and Trinidad. 
Bristow provides SAR 
services to the private 
sector worldwide, and 
to the public sector for 
all of the UK on behalf 
of the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency.

Pakistan, Turkish airlines expand 
codeshare agreement

T
urkish Airlines and 
Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines have 
e x p a n d e d  t h e i r 

codeshare cooperation start-
ing on February 1st, 2017. 
Inclusion of the new routes 
will enable both airlines 
step into new market while 
offering passengers various 
possibilities to travel.

 With the expansion of 
the existing codeshare agree-
ment, Pakistan International 
Airlines will be able to sell 
Turkish Airlines’ beyond 
Istanbul points of  Atlanta, 
Johannesburg, Atina, Am-
sterdam, Tashkent, Moskova, 
Miami, Boston, Houston, 
Washington, Los Angeles, 

San Francisco, Chicago with 
its own airline code and 
flight number in addition to 
the already existing coopera-
tion on Istanbul – Karachi/ 
Islamabad routes.

Turkish Airlines will mar-
ket Pakistan International 
Airlines operating flights 
from Karachiand Islamabad 
to Dubai, Abu Dhabi and 
Muscat and fromLahoreto 
Dubai and Abu Dhabiwithits 
own airline code and flight 
number.

 Turkish Airlines cur-
rently operates 7 frequencies 
each on theIstanbul – Ka-
rachi/Islamabad/Lahorevv.
routes.The expanded code-
share cooperation provides 

passengers with more fea-
sible connections as well as 
seamless travel opportuni-
ties between and beyond 
destinations of Turkey and 
Pakistan.

Pakistan International 
Airlines’ Jeddah and Ma-
dinah flights and as well 
as 8 domestic routes from 
Karachi, Islamabad and La-
hore are appended to the 
renewed SPA in force since 
January 1st, 2017, which 
abled Turkish Airlines to 
reach Pakistan domestic 
destinations.

The new SPA also in-
volves Turkish Airlines’ all 
American destinations be-
sides most of the European 
points.

 Turkish Airlines and 
Pakistan International Air-
lines have agreed to contin-
ually collaborate to enhance 
the tourism potential and 
cultural interactions be-
tween Turkey and Pakistan 
while promoting business 
travel between two brother 
countries.

you provide this kind 
of service which is 
made available to cer-
tain people, it is also 
open to the oil and gas 
and it will bring people 
away from the norm to 
join us.

“In addition to the 
two aircraft coming 
in, we are adding two 
more to them. We are 
trying to open the ser-
vice to people. We have 
the reservation desk 
and people who want 
it usually will have to 
go there and get the 
service from there. We 
do not collect cash. Pas-

sengers have to make 
a reservation with an 
agent or the oil com-
pany’s agent,” Oni said.

He re cal le d  that 
Bristow started op-
erating Lagos to Port 
Harc ourt almost in 
the same fashion, hav-
ing about two to three 
passengers for a start 
but now, the jet has a 
minimum of 25 out of 
37 passengers and it is 
usually full.

“We are expecting a 
growth with this new 
operation. The service 
we offer is exceptional 
and it also comes with 

faaN boss seeks collaboration 
to enhance profitability

T
he managing direc-
tor of the Federal 
Airports Authority 
of Nigeria FAAN, 

Saleh Dunoma has stressed 
the need for collaboration 
in order to restore aviation 
sector to profitability. 

Dunoma, who was rep-
resented by Hajia Salamatu 
Eluwa, the director of hu-
man resources FAAN, at the 
2nd Quadrennial national 
delegates conference of Air 
Transport Services Senior 
Staff Association ATSSSAN 
in Ijebu Ode, acknowledged 
the that the industry was 
facing multiple challeng-
es such as increase in the 
price of aviation fuel, the 
attendant operational costs, 
personal/labour relations 
issues and infrastructural/
environmental matters.

According to Dunoma, 
the economic recession has 
affected the traveling pub-
lic and the demand for air 

travel has dropped while 
the market has also shifted 
downward stressing the 
need for new innovative 
ideas.

He noted that inspite 
of the daunting economy 
in the aviation sector, that 

the management of FAAN 
has been able to keep the 
welfare of staff on its front 
burner while maintaining a 
culture of prompt payment 
of staff salaries even in the 
face of dwindling revenues.

Dunoma added that the 
authority has continued 
to show commitment to 
staff career development 
by releasing the result of the 
2016 promotional exercises 
for junior and senior staff 
of FAAN while those of 
Grade Level 14-16 have been 
forwarded for ministerial 
approval.

He also explained that 
payments of furniture grant 
to staff and gratuity to for-
mer workers of FAAN have 
continued while payments 
of outstanding staff claims 
were on going.

According to the FAAN 
boss, infrastructure around 
the airports in the country 
was being rehabilitated.

Saleh Dunoma, managing director,  
Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria 
FAAN



‘Promising results’ for ASD treatment 
could help Nigeria’s stigmatized patients

A 
n e w  re s e a rc h 
suggests that the 
gut microbiome 
may hold  the 
key to a poten-

tial treatment for autism. 
The research, consisting of an 
open-label clinical trial, was a 
collaborative effort between 
Arizona State University 
(ASU), Ohio State University, 
and the University of Min-
nesota.

The finding by the Ameri-
can research team is expected 
to have impact in Nigeria, 
where thousands of autistic 
patients, especially children, 
suffer immense stigmatiza-
tion on account of this dis-
order.

Dae-Wook Kang, co-leader 
of the team which conducted 
the clinical trial, said “We 
saw a big increase in microbe 
diversity and a big increase 
in certain bacteria, especially 
Prevotella, which we previ-
ously found was low in chil-
dren with autism spectrum 
disorders,”

“The results are very com-
pelling. We completed a 
phase I trial demonstrating 
safety and efficacy, but rec-
ommending such treatment 
and bringing it to market 
requires phase II and phase 
III trials. We look forward 
to continuing research on 
this treatment method with 
a larger, placebo-controlled 

trial in the future.” Says James 
Adams, ASU President’s Pro-
fessor of materials science and 
engineering

The research, consisting 
of an open-label clinical trial, 
was a collaborative effort 
between Arizona State Uni-
versity (ASU), Ohio State Uni-
versity, and the University of 
Minnesota.

However, the research 
shows that early intervention 
treatment services can im-
prove a child’s development.

Experts believe that Au-
tism presents itself during the 
first three years of a person’s 
life. The condition is the result 
of a neurological disorder that 
has an effect on normal brain 
function, affecting develop-
ment of the person’s commu-
nication and social interaction 
skills.

World Health Organisation 
fact sheet says worldwide 1 
in 160 children have an ASD. 
This estimate represents an 
average figure, and reported 
prevalence varies substan-
tially across studies.

A website dedicated to 
sharing information on Au-
tism; www.autismspeaks.
org, in describing ASD, says, 
“Autism Spectrum Disorder” 
(ASD) and autism are both 
general terms for a group of 
complex disorders of brain 
development.

“These disorders are char-
acterised, in varying degrees, 

by difficulties in social inter-
action, verbal and nonverbal 
communication and repetitive 
behaviours.

“Although we see promise 
in this treatment, it is impor-
tant that parents and children 
consult their physicians,” says 
Prof. Krajmalnik-Brown.

For this trial, researchers 
used a donor microbiome 
that contained 1,000 differ-
ent species of gut bacteria, 
and implemented a treatment 
regimen previously shown to 
be efficacious in treating C. 
difficile infection.

The trial involved 14 days 
of treatment with vancomy-
cin, which were followed by 
a 12-24 hour fasting period 
during which participants had 
a bowel cleansing. Then, the 
gut microbiota was repopu-
lated by administering a high 
dose of standardized human 
gut microbiota (SHGM) orally 
or rectally.

According to WHO re-
port based on epidemiological 
studies conducted over the 
past 50 years, the prevalence 
of ASD appears to be increas-
ing globally.

In the new research scien-
tists administered an antibi-
otic treatment for 2 weeks, a 
bowel cleanse, and a fecal mi-
crobiota transplant that used 
a high dose in the first couple 
of weeks, and then lower, 
daily doses for the remaining 
8 weeks.

The researchers also cau-
tion parents and children 
against trying to simulate and 
apply the treatment them-
selves.

“Improper techniques can 
result in severe gastrointes-
tinal infection.” Brown added
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T
he Nigerian Urban Reproductive 
Health Initiative (NURHI) says 
its aggressive campaign on fam-
ily planning and child spacing 
methods and strategies is not in 

any way to encourage abortion.
Tunji Samuel, senior programme officer, 

advocacy and demand generation, Oyo State 
field office, who spoke at a one-day train-
ing for religious leaders in the state, said the 
training was organised to increase the level 
of family planning awareness and campaign 
among religious leaders so that they in turn 
can teach others.

“We want to build the capacity of re-
ligious leaders so that they will be able to 
preach about family planning to their con-
gregation. We are telling them to preach to 
their followers on how to adopt family plan-
ning and the benefits attached to it,” he said.

Samuel, who spoke on “Methods, choices 
and benefits of family planning”, also 
emphasized that family planning was not 
a licence to abortion, neither is it for pro-
miscuity.

“We discovered that very many men are 
accusing their wives that many of them are 

taking family planning for the purpose of 
promiscuity. We are telling them that fam-
ily planning is not for abortion, it is not for 
promiscuity. Family planning is for them 
to space their children and be able to cater 
for the number of the children they want 
to have and cater for,” he said. 

He said religious leaders were chosen for 
the training because of their influence on 
their followers and congregations.   

“Religious leaders can address problems 
among couples directly, religious leaders can 
address gender issues,” he said. 

“We want religious leaders, community 
leaders and other stakeholders to help us 
and support family planning. Please don’t 
preach against family planning anymore; 
we want a situation where women will be 
having safe delivery; we don’t want women 
to die prior, during and after pregnancy,” 
he added.

He said embracing family planning 
would make families able to receive good 
care and attention, promote bonding; not 
feel bored and neglected and thus less prone 
to juvenile delinquency tendencies; not be 
forced into child labour in order to help the 
family meet financial needs; reduction on 
infant illness and death as well as better 
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Family planning is not a 
licence to abortion – NURHI
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health, education, clothing, among others.
NURHI, which is currently working in 

Oyo, Kaduna and Lagos States, is also work-
ing in Senegal, India and Kenya to promote 
healthy living among families through the 
promotion of family planning, said Samuel, 
adding that since its inception in 2010, the 
organisation has impacted positively on 
methods and strategies of family planning 

and its benefits on women, men, the entire 
family, and the nation in general. 

He reiterated that family planning ser-
vices were free and advised prospective 
clients to always patronise the designated 
health facilities in case of any side effect. 

The training had in attendance over 50 
clerics drawn from the 15 local government 
areas covered by NURHI in Oyo State.



Poor pitches dent AFCON 2017 glamour
ANTHONY NLEBEM 

T
he much anticipated glamour 
and excitement that come 
from every African Nations 
Cup tournaments is fading off 
at the ongoing 2017 Africa Cup 

of Nations in Gabon.
The relatively high number of injuries 

at this year’s Cup of Nations finals has 
left coaches fretting and Ghana’s Avram 
Grant says he knows what is to blame - 
the poor pitches in Gabon.

Players have had to endure bad surfac-
es, particularly in Oyem and Port Gentil, 
which have contributed not only to the 
lack of quality in some games but, Grant 
asserts, to at least five injuries to key stars.

“The main actors are the players and 
we need to give them the stage to perform 
well,” Grant said.

“The organising committee should 
change the rules to let teams replace 
players who got injured due to the pitch.”

Egypt blamed injuries to goalkeepers 
Ahmed El Shenawy and Sherif Ekramy 
on the poor pitches, while Ghana lost 
defender Baba Rahman for the rest of the 
tournament.

The key Burkina Faso duo of Jonathan 
Pitroipa and Jonathan Zongo are also 
out, and hosts Gabon have lost Juventus 
midfielder Mario Lemina and fullback 
Johann Obiang.

Mali’s Bakary Sako lashed out at the 

surface in Port Gentil, which looks as 
though it has had 20 games played on it 
in the last week and not just four.

“The pitch is horrendous, it’s really 
tough to control the ball, to drive with the 
ball,” the midfielder said. “You have to be 
focussed 100 percent. But it is the same for 
both teams so we have to get on with it.”

The problem for the teams and players 
is that there is nothing that can be done 
now and they must just manage the situ-

Renard chasing record AFCON glory
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M
orocco coach Herve 
Renard already en-
joys lofty status in 
African football af-
ter winning two of 

the last three editions of the Africa 
Cup of Nations, but if he takes a 
third title next week, he will write 
himself a special place in history of 
African soccer and world.

Victory with Zambia in 2012 

and Ivory Coast in 2015 is a unique 
achievement and a third title with 
Morocco at in Gabon would make 
him the first man to win a conti-
nental championship with three 
different countries.

Morocco take on Egypt in Port 
Gentil in the quarter-finals on Sun-
day after eliminating holders Ivory 
Coast in their last group game on 
Tuesday in a match that brought 
the 48-year-old much satisfaction.

ANTHONY NLEBEM

SUNDAYBD 

“I’ve been waiting for this mo-
ment to prove what I can do,” Renard 
said, aiming a dig at the Ivorian press 
who had declared him initially unfit 
to coach their team two years ago 
but then celebrated him when they 
won the 2015 Nations Cup.

“There are people who told me 
that I was unworthy to coach. Then 
three weeks later, the same people 
were dancing on the tables. You 
change your coat every time,” he 

added.
Not shy of confrontation, Renard 

is an angry presence as he patrols 
the touchline during games, barking 
orders and chastising players. But 
off the field he radiates charm as he 
tries to keep a lid on expectations.

“I think that when you win as we 
did against the Ivorians, you must 
always remain realistic,” he told 
reporters.

“The knockout stages are a new 
competition altogether where you 
need a winning mindset. There 
are better teams than us in this 
Cup, but we have a chance to prove 
ourselves when we are confronted 
with them,” Renard added.

Renard’s film star good looks, 
lucky white shirt and booming 
voice pick him out from the crowd 
of coaches at the tournament but it 
is the pace of his ascent to the top of 
the game that is most remarkable.

A lower league professional in 
France who ran an office cleaning 
business after retiring, he decided 
to become a coach and landed a 
chance to be Claude Le Roy’s as-
sistant.

That was ahead of the tourna-
ment in Ghana in 2008. Less than a 
decade later he is the leading coach 
in African football and just three 
wins away from a legacy-making 
achievement.

ation as best they can.
What that means for fans is that we 

are unlikely to see scintillating, flowing 
and attacking football for the remainder 
of the event.

The quality of the play in this tourna-
ment has been criticized, not just a lack of 
goals but also the general technique of the 
players. The pitches are without a doubt 
a major contributor to that.

Each venue will host two more match-
es over the next four days as the pool 
phase comes to an end. Each will then 
each host a quarterfinal next weekend, 
with the semifinals to be played in Libre-
ville and Franceville.

The horrendous pitch at Port Gentil 
has been given the bronze-medal match 
on February 4, while the final will be 
played a day later at the Stade de l’Amitié 
in Libreville.



Passion, mental strength key to 
Ghana AFCON success - Grant

47C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Sports
 Sunday  29 January  2017

AFCON 2017 IN FOCUS

L
ook, I’ll show you some-
thing.” Ghana manager 
Avram Grant pulls out his 
smartphone and brings 
up an image captione d 

“Avram’s Triangle.”
The three sides are labeled “Talent”, 

“Passion”, and “Mental Strength” -- the 
components he tells his players they 
require to succeed on the pitch.

Facing DR Congo in the African 
Nations Cup quarterfinals on Sunday, 
the former Chelsea, West Ham and 
Portsmouth manger will need his 
Ghana side to make sure that every 
one of those aspects are brought to 
the game if they are to process to the 
next round.

“You come to the pitch and even 
if the kit man is playing you have to 
win 4-0 against Brazil,” he says of the 
pressure his side are continually un-
der. “Without talent you can’t achieve 
anything. But I say to the players ‘Ev-
erybody wants to win; to be a winner 
is a different thing’. And here comes 
the mental side, the passion.

“My son, Daniel, was a big talent. 
He was in England, scored for fun, 
two goals every game. But he didn’t 
have the passion to be a football 
player. He’s charming, fantastic, and 
even helps me now with scouting. 
But you need passion to succeed and 
then mental strength to deal with all 
situations. That’s what I am trying to 
put in the minds of the players, and in 
Africa I must say the players pick the 
information very well. The players 
are fantastic, coming with a positive 

ANTHONY NLEBEM attitude.”
So far, that attitude has translated 

itself into 1-0 wins over Uganda and 
Mali, which guaranteed the 2015 
runners-up their place in the Nations 
Cup knockout stages and made a sub-
sequent single-goal defeat to Egypt 
less consequential.

“When I came to Ghana [in No-
vember 2014], I said in my interview 
‘I want to bring the good things from 
Europe to Africa,’” Grant adds. “There 
are a lot of things I could take from 
Africa to Europe, but where organisa-
tion and preparation are concerned I 
think we can help.”

Grant has not had the easiest of 
rides; particularly from a local media 
that questions the amount of time he 
spends in Ghana. He counters that 
too many visits to the West African 
country would count as “a vacation” 
given that the vast majority of his 
players are based abroad; he believes 
the squad is developing quickly after 
a difficult handover between genera-
tions.

“I took over before the last Cup 
of Nations, when a great generation 
had become a little bit old,” he says. 
“Sulley Muntari, Michael Essien who 
played for me at Chelsea and was a 
fantastic player and others. Except for 
Asamoah Gyan, the new generation 
didn’t have the experience, so at the 
last tournament we gave them time to 
play and they reached the final.

“Now they have more experience 
and you can see it in the good mo-
ments, also the bad ones: they are 
very calm and don’t panic.”

One of Grant’s major concerns 
is that young Ghanaian players are 
often pushed into making the wrong 
choices. He uses Newcastle loanee 
Christian Atsu “One vs. one he’s one 
of the best I have ever seen in the 
English league, but when you change 
team every six months or every 
year...” as an example of someone 
whose career trajectory, currently 
taking in a fifth temporary move 
since joining Chelsea in 2013, has not 
quite worked according to plan.

“All the talent in Ghana leaves the 

country very early because the salary 
in the league is $1,000-a-month. Most 
of them come from poor families so 
if the offer is £2,000-a-month, they 
leave. But for me, the [size of the] 
first contract is not important. First 
you need to go to a team that will 
develop you and then the second and 
third contracts will be good. But they 
always choose where the money is 
very good because they want to earn 
some money.

“Even the people around them, the 
agents, don’t understand that if the 
develop a player the next 10 percent 
fee is going to be more than the first 
one. I’ve spoken with a few of them 
and said ‘You are making a lot of mis-
takes, you destroy the player, and so 
you have less commission.’ What we 
want to do is look further forward 
than the next few months and look 
at the next two or three years.”

Grant would clearly love another 
crack at English football and this 
Nations Cup is almost certain to be 
his last act for Ghana, as his contract 
is coming to an end. He will not be 
drawn on his future plans, but per-
haps by the time he moves on he 
will have found a few answers to the 
question he asked himself when he 
first arrived in the job.

“I came to Africa because I wanted 
to understand why, from this talent, 
they didn’t achieve something big as 
a team,” he says, referring to the fact 
that the continent is yet to produce a 
World Cup semifinalist.

Grant will almost certainly not 
have the chance to take Ghana that 
far in 2018 but -- perhaps with the 
help of Avram’s triangle -- a first Na-
tions Cup title since 1982 would be a 
fine way to sign off.

L – R: Albert Mabuyaku, Corporate Affairs Manager; Adewole Adesua, Gen-
eral Manager, Sales and Marketing; Jean Philippe Torres, Managing Director, 
Bruno Dormoy, Secetary General; and Max Boulgiong, Network Development 
Manager all of Total Nigeria Plc, during the Media Briefing on the company’s 
promotion for Africa cup of Nation in Gabon 
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Open Letter to ASUU & ASUP (2): 

J
ust Man and Just Woman, my Monday 
morning callers, had shocked me as 
they coolly narrated what they did to the 
nation’s youth consigned to their care 
(“You’re Wasting Your Time!” Sunday 

16 August 2015). Not as though I had never 
heard of the national scandal of our tertiary 
institutions called sorting, which they called 
their “survival formula” or the professoriat’s 
feeble answer to the political class who “carted 
off the nation’s wealth in the millions and 
billions in ghana-must-go bags.” I had heard it 
before; but a horror is a horror is a horror even 
if you’re hearing or seeing it for the tenth time 
or even living with it daily. Anyway, I decided 
to try and turn the tables on them.

“What about books?” I asked.
“What about them?” They sounded 

surprised and uncertain.
“How do you solve the problem of books?”
“We don’t,” said JMan. “We can’t. Books 

haven’t been available on Nigerian campuses 
for decades. We are neither printers nor 
publishers nor importers nor exporters.”

“We photocopy some relevant pages from 
some old books and sell them to the students,” 
said JWoman.

“Which they don’t even read,” said JMan.

“The whole world knows that Nigerian 
students don’t read,” said JWoman.

“Why bother to read when they can get an 
A by just paying N50,000?”

Silence.
“Are you still there?” asked JWoman, her 

voice tremulous with apprehension.
“Your defences have crumbled, and you 

know it!” I screamed.
“Call it what you like,” said JMan.
“The reading culture collapsed long ago in 

the entire Nigeria,” said JWoman.
“Excuses! Excuses! Lame excuses!” I must 

drive the spear-point home. “You can’t explain 
what you are doing, let alone justify it. So little 
imagination! Brain-dead!!”

“You’re trying to insult us.”
“We won’t be bullied! Who do you think 

you are?”
“You’re beneath contempt! Scum of the 

earth!” I was quite beside myself.
“We will drop the phone!”
“Go ahead! Drop the phone! You called me, 

I didn’t call you!”
Prolonged silence.
“You can’t drop the phone, can you? 

Miserable cowards. You know you’re so wrong! 
Your conscience is killing you. You thought 
you’d killed your conscience. But now you 
worry what to tell your children when they 
find out what crimes their so successful 
father/mother commits daily. Murdering their 
children’s future N50,000 at a time.”

Silence.
“Are you still there?”
“Listen, Mr O. J. . . .”
More silence.
“You’re lost for words, aren’t you? You don’t 

know what to say or how to say it, do you?”
Silence.
“You want a way out? . . . . I’ll give you 

a hint . . . . You say you’re not printers or 
publishers. Why don’t you become printers 
and publishers? Flood the higher education 
system with books, books and more books. 
And make honest money doing it. With your 
heavy takes from sorting you have the seed 
money to start.”

Silence.
“Why don’t you lead a crusade to revive the 

reading culture in Nigeria, starting with the 
universities and polytechnics which you know 
best? For once, assign research papers based 
on materials actually read and experiments 
actually conducted. Conduct exams and 
award grades of A, B, C, D or F actually earned, 
with the accompanying + or – where relevant.”

Silence. 
“Why don’t you revive the tradition which 

continues unbroken in those nations whose 
towering achievements continue to astonish 
the entire world—achievements in science 
and technology and the arts—the  literary 
arts, graphic arts, architectural arts, cinematic 
arts?”

“What is the tradition?” they asked in 
unison.

“The tradition of ABC and 2+2; of H2O and 
E=mc2. The tradition   of Reading, Writing and 
Arithmetic. The tradition of reward deserved. 
The tradition of achievement through hard 
work, through assiduous application of both 
brain and brawn. The tradition of investment, 
of returns commensurate with relentless 
commitment of God-given physical and 
mental resources by individuals and their 
collectivity in a shared vision.”

Silence.
“This is also the tradition of our forefathers, 

evident in their insistence on a job well done, 
their strict enforcement of laws, and the 
primacy they accord to communal progress 
and well being. Their values are well captured 
in their proverbs, slogans and saws, which they 
share with many other peoples of the world:

A lazy boy will be a poor man when he 
grows up.

If you don’t have the strength to cultivate 
yams, nor the wisdom to partner with your 
peers, you will eat cassava all the days of your 
life.

If you defecate on the path to your farm, you 
will meet flies on your way home.

As you sow, so shall you reap.
Sow the wind, reap the whirlwind.”
“That’s Naija exactly!” exclaimed JMan.
“We haven’t seen whirlwind yet,” said 

JWoman. “These are just baby breezes. . . .”

	 	 														•	To	be	continued
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Week
Quotes of the

To properly fight viruses, you should get an an-
tivirus program. That’s because Windows itself 
doesn’t come with antivirus software. If your PC 
came supplied with antivirus software, it was 
most likely a trial version. The antivirus program 
you choose should have two modes of operation:

Interactive: In this mode, the program lurks 
in the background and monitors the computer’s 
activity. Specifically, the interactive mode looks 
for a virus coming in from the Internet (a down-
load or an email attachment) or delivered on 
removable media.

Scan: In this mode, the antivirus program 
probes all parts of the computer’s memory and 
storage system, looking for signs of infection. You 
can direct the program to scan your PC at any time, 
though traditionally an antivirus program scans 
the computer when it first starts.

When a virus or sign of infection is found, the 
antivirus software alerts you to its presence. The 
virus may be destroyed or the file quarantined for 
later examination. Either way, whatever opera-
tion the virus was set out to perform is thwarted.

It’s possible to be vigilant and avoid using 
antivirus software. But that big, looming monster 
called Doubt plays a role in how you use your 
computer. Nasty software exists. Even if you don’t 
run an interactive antivirus program, you should 
use antivirus software to scan your computer 
routinely for signs of infection.

    Antivirus software requires frequent up-
dating. Normally, you subscribe to the antivirus 
developer’s website, allowing downloads of new 
virus definitions and protection information. Only 
by keeping your antivirus software up-to-date do 
you ensure that your computer can battle new and 
malevolent threats.

Blogs
From the 

“The signing of the interim report by three out of nine 
members of the committee makes it a minority report 
of the Senate committee and not a committee report, 
being an interim report, thus presenting a challenge 
for the Presidency to determine the weight to attach 
to the report as currently presented.” Muhammadu 
Buhari, President of Nigeria.

“Issues were raised that only three members of the 
committee signed that interim report; that was also a 
second lie coming from the Presidency. If they have 
the intention of simply reaching a pre-determined 
conclusion by covering up on the issues raised by the 
committee, that is one thing. Secondly, I will say this 
clearly: this letter is a funeral service for the anti-
corruption fight. Senator Shehu Sani, Nigerian Senator.

“I don’t want to lend my voice to a very silly thing. I 
will not join this debate. I think there are more serious 
issues of state to discuss than this issue,” he said on 
Wednesday after the federal executive council meet-
ing. “It’s only in this part of the world that you wake 
up in the morning and you say the president of the 
country is dead. I will not join that kind of debate at all.” 
Minister of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed. 

Numbers
N6.1b
The Apapa command of the Nigeria Customs Ser-
vice (NCS) on last Friday said it generated N6.15 
billion from duty on imported rice from January to 
December 2016.

$12bn
Indian Acting High Commissioner, Mr Kaiser Alam 
has said that the trade volume between Nigeria and 
India stood at $12 billion in 2016. 
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