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Mercy Matters

Dear Mercy College Community,

Tomorrow morning there will be a parent workshop focusing on Engagement and our Mercy Community. It has been 
organised through the Catholic Education Office of WA, and we hope many of you can join us. Jennifer Chaplyn will be 
facilitating the workshop. The session commences at 8:30am in the Community Hall. Please email: 
albert.borrello@cewa.edu.au if you can attend, even for part of the time. 

Thank you to our families who attended our Community Mass. Next year we are considering some changes to capture 
more of the ‘spirit’ of our College and what we are about. If you have any suggestions, please email them to:  
https://www.mercy.wa.edu.au/feedback-complaints/

Congratulations to the Year Six students who have taken on a leadership role 
and thank you for the work that you are initiating. Currently the students are 
on camp at Rottnest. I had the privilege of spending some time on the camp 
this week and the students were clearly enjoying themselves, building on 
their relational and team skills. The students especially enjoyed the water 
course, particularly after the long bike ride. 

We received a letter from the Executive Director of Catholic Education, Dr 
Debra Sayce, commending us on our WACE achievement, and in particular 
the Business, Management and Enterprise course which was placed in the 
SCSA top schools list for ATAR Courses. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Loving Father, 

So many times I turn away from you 
and always you welcome me back. 

Your mercy and love give me confidence 
Thank you for the invitation to share, fast and pray 

so that you can form a new heart within me. 
Your powerful compassion for my weaknesses 

leads me to ask for mercy 
and await with great hope the Easter joy you share with us.

Amen



Community Mass
For many, our annual College Community Mass is one of the highlights of our year as the focus is on togetherness and sets 
the scene for us to walk together as a Community. Fr Albert Saminedi (Sam), our Chaplain, celebrated the Mass on Friday 
night.  The theme !"#$%"#&%'()"#*+,#-'($#.+#/"" included an entrance procession with symbols representing how Mercy 
College students put their Love into Action through Religious Education, Catholic Social Teachings and Christian Service 
Learning.

Our message of building our community was enhanced with a large contingent of Primary students who sang with Mrs 
Holbrook and Mr Griffith in the choir, and Years Six through to Eleven students who received their SRC badges. 

It was heart-warming to see our Sisters of Mercy, Ms Janine Freeman, students and families mingling afterwards with a 
twilight picnic to the tunes of our Music students. A big thank you goes to our Liturgy team, Arts team, Stage and Sound 
teams and everyone who helped out at this event: it really showed our flourishing community here at Mercy College.

 Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission

Kindergarten 2019
If you have a child born between July 1 2014 and June 30 2015 and would like them to attend Kindergarten at Mercy 
College in 2019, please get your application in now. An enrolment pack can be collected from Beach Road reception.

Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof | Enrolments & Marketing Officer

We also received communication  that  the  ‘Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority’ (ACARA) has 
identified Mercy College as having demonstrated substantially above average gain in reading and/or numeracy 
achievement, as measured by NAPLAN. 

Congratulations to staff and students on the culmination of years of teaching and learning, resulting in such positive 
recognition of your work. 

Ms Julie Hornby | Principal

Tuition Fee Discount / Kindergarten – Year Twelve
If you have a current Family Health Care Card, Pensioner or Veterans Affairs Concession card and have not completed the 
forms in 2018, please come to the Beach Road office immediately to ensure you receive the discount on your 2018 school 
fees. The holder of the card will need to  fill out the appropriate forms and attend an interview at Beach Road Reception.

These forms must be completed at the start of each year regardless of whether you completed the forms in previous years.

Priscilla Shumack | Finance Manager

Open Day
Our first open day for this year will be held on Wednesday 14 March - 4.30pm-5.30pm in conjunction with the Music 
Soiree.

If you have friends or family considering Mercy College for their child and who would like to see what we offer, please ask 
them to register for the tour by phoning Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof on 9247 9223.

Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof | Enrolments & Marketing Officer

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS



K-12 Parent Council Meeting
Date: Monday 12 March
Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Location: College Staffroom

Nibbles and drinks will be provided

New members are welcome and encouraged to attend. The guest presentation will be provided by Daniel Pushpanathan 
regarding Digital Technology at Mercy College

Mr Albert Borrello | Director of Engagement

The Queen’s Baton Relay 
The Queen’s Baton Relay is a Games tradition that celebrates the Commonwealth’s 
diversity, inspires community pride and excites people about the world-class 
festival of sports and culture to come. The Queen’s Baton carries a message from 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II that calls the Commonwealth’s athletes to come 
together in peaceful and friendly competition. The Mercy College community 
congratulates Principal Julie Hornby in her selection as a GC 2018 Baton bearer. 
Julie proudly carried the baton through the Burswood community on Saturday 24 
February.



Late Arrival to School
It is of concern to that there are a number of students who are chronically late or absent from 
school for significant periods. Chronic tardiness and absenteeism has a profound impact on 
children’s well-being and learning.  Missing even small amounts of time each day may seem 
inconsequential but has a long-lasting impact on academic success, socialization and the 
development of responsibility and independence – all essential for success in life.

Parents are asked to ensure that their child is at school in time to start the day by 8.30am, ready for 
a formal start at 8.45am.  Classroom doors from Year One on are open from 8.20am every morning 
so that children have time to organise themselves for the day and to attend to the class routine 
before the busyness of the day gets underway.  Coming to school late can cause anxiety for a child.  

Lateness also interrupts the teacher and the learning program for the rest of the class.  Of course, there are times when 
circumstances may arise and a student is very occasionally late for good reason.

If you are unavoidably delayed it is essential that your child gets signed in at Beach Road by a parent or guardian 
before they go to class.  Students should not sign themselves in at any time.

It is a duty of care on the part of the College to follow up on students who are consistently tardy or absent without 
sufficient reason.

Support A Reader Workshop
Are you interested in volunteering as a trained tutor for our early readers?  If you have an hour a 
week that you can spare to help some of our children on the road to an obsession with reading 
then we’d just love to see you on Friday 16 March at 9am in the Year 4-6 computer area.

We will also spend some time looking at how parents can help children with reading as they move on 
to the middle and upper years.  Many parents have found this very useful in the past and have taken 
away strategies to help their own children.

Light refreshments and a participation certificate will be provided. Please let Ms Kirstine Leavers at the Beach Road 
office know if you’re coming to this so that we have enough resources for everyone.

Banking
Mercy College is continuing to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking Program to all 
students.  Currently, every Tuesday mornings the School Banking coordinators are in the area 
between Pre Primary and Year 1 from 8am to 8:30am to process deposits for student. Students 
who deposit money into their Youthsaver account earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save 
up and redeem for exciting rewards.taken away strategies to help their own children.

We understand it is not always easy to arrive at school early each Tuesday morning to have your bank deposits 
processed before classrooms open.   To help, the banking ladies are establishing a new process to make banking 
easier.  Watch this space!

Coles Sports for Schools Promotion
The primary school is collecting shopping vouchers from Coles for the Sports for School 
promotion. This is a fantastic opportunity for us to add to our sports gear. Thank you to all 
families and friends who have been collecting these vouchers and sending them in.  Our 
collection box is beginning to look very healthy. We also have a box in the Beach Road 
where any vouchers can be dropped off. 

Don’t forget to ask your friends and relatives to save their vouchers for us too! The promotion closes on April 3. From 
all our children -thank you for your support!

Literacy Links:  Beginning and Early Learners
Literacy is one of the most important foundations for success in school and life.  The best way 
to equip children for future success is by helping them build a solid language and literacy 
foundation as early as possible. Reading with children helps them build strong early literacy 
skills, supports vocabulary and cognitive development and facilitates adult-child bonding.

PRIMARY



Parents often ask teachers about some good sites for their children to access when consolidating those early literacy 
skills.  We will include some well regarded and easy to navigate websites and apps in each newsletter.  Here are a few 
that you may find engaging for your beginning reader:

Scholastic:  Clifford the Big Red Dog:  Clifford hosts his own site of fun-filled learning for beginning 
readers and does it with his signature personality and style. The site features interactive storybooks, 
games and bilingual stories.

Starfall:  provides opportunities for young children to have fun while learning their ABCs and reading 
skills through positive reinforcement in a brightly coloured environment full of activities, games and 
songs.

Woodlands Junior School: This site provides activities and games in: words and spelling, grammar, 
punctuation and writing.  Best suited from Year One onwards.

Yvonne Liebeck | Head of Primary

Swimming Carnival 
Last Friday the Year Four to Six students enjoyed a fantastic day at the Interhouse Swimming Carnival at Bayswater 
Waves.  Clear skies, a balmy breeze and high levels of enthusiasm and good sportsmanship all came together for a 
wonderful day. It was great to see the different abilities participating at various levels. Whether they were racing off 
for the medals, showing their improvements over 50 or 25m, or just having fun, the students looked like they were 
thoroughly enjoying the experience. It is very important for them to feel the ‘team’ atmosphere and that is what 
carnivals aim to deliver. 

We are continuing to see the benefits now of a few years of Swim Squad training with Sharon Smith. Those children 
who have been consistent with their attendance have developed considerably, many of them noticeably on the day. 
This year the greater level of fitness in most students was also noticeable – commendations to students, supported by 
their parents, who are making fitness and good health a priority by increasing their level of exercise and participation 
in sport.

A big thank you to those parents who were lucky enough to attend and cheer on the children. Parental support is very 
important at carnivals and I hope you enjoyed the day. 

At the end of the day, the points were close, but there was no denying the champions for 2018 – AUGUSTINE again!!! 
The school has intentionally set up the swimming carnival to follow directly on from the swimming lessons held a 
couple of weeks earlier. For many children this now brings to an end the swimming program for another year. It is 
hoped families will work hard over the coming year to expose their children to more swimming lessons and more 
swimming experiences leading into 2019. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Sport Coordinator



SECONDARY

Week 5 
1 Chi: Rajiv Pathak and Aaron Tran 

Rho: Christian Nega and Gabriella Paul-
D’Castro 

2 Chi: Holly Carr and Jordan Bull 
Rho: Benedetta Arace and Giordano Paolino 

3 Chi: Harrison Htun and Zamaia Namfukwe 
Rho: Keiyon Rooney and Tahlia Maltese 

Week 6 
1 Chi: Marina Hussein and Meron Tesfagergis 

Rho: Braxton Fonceca and Agga Naing 
2 Chi: Ashton Nguyen and Cherish Rahtin 

Rho: Anthony Le and Victoria Bloomfield 
3 Chi: Anna Soka and Jobe Britton 

Rho: Dylan Westerburger and Leanne Ha 
4 Chi: Clinton Ho and RJ Calton 

Rho: Monica Phan and Seth Gray 

Merit Certificates

Congratulations to students who have received a Merit Award in the past week. We are very proud of your achievements 
and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others. Keep up the good work and 
striving to succeed in achieving your goals. Great work!

Caritas Project Compassion Guest Speaker

On Tuesday 20 February Year Ten Religious Education classes welcomed two 
guest speakers to the College as part of the Caritas Project Compassion 2018 
Speaker Tour. Deacon Paul Reid, the Community Participation Leader for 
Caritas Australia in WA came with Father Charlie Dittmeier. Fr Charlie spoke to 
students about how he works in partnership with Caritas in Cambodia. He 
described how Caritas, through the Maryknoll Deaf Development Programme 
helps, deaf people, who are some of the poorest and most marginalised in 
Cambodian society. Amongst his many talents and skills, Fr Charlie can 
communicate in five sign languages, . We were delighted to learn some sign 
language from him during his presentation.

Fr Charlie’s talk was not only charismatic but also very inspiring. We all felt informed, more empathic and had a deeper 
understanding of how our donations to Caritas are used to change the lives of deaf people in Cambodia.  In class we viewed 
the story of how Project Compassion helped empower and transform “Rattanak’s” life and how Fr Charlie was also part of 
this support.

Ms Liz Williams | Head of Religious Education

Library

Databases are very useful online resources that you and your children have access to through SEQTA. To access these 
databases, go to the SEQTA homepage and click on the McAuley Library link.

Usernames and passwords are required to access these databases. (The Library is paying for these journal and encyclopedia 
articles, and fiction e-books.) Details of these usernames and passwords are on the SEQTA homepage and below.

EBSCO Articles:

Includes articles from Australasian and 
international magazines, newspapers 
and reference books.

http://search.ebscohost.com

Username:  mercyc
Password: library

World Book Web:

Online version of World Book Encyclopedia
World Book Kids – Primary students
World Book Student – Primary/secondary students
World Book Advanced – Secondary students 
World Book Discover – EALD students
https://www.worldbookonline.com

Username - mercy2
Password – worldbookh



TumbleBook Library:

A fun collection of electronic books particularly 
suitable for primary students.

www.tumblebooklibrary.com

Username: mercy
Password: books

Wheelers e-books:

A fun collection of electronic books particularly 
suitable for primary students

www.tumblebooklibrary.com

Username: mercy
Password: books

Queen’s Baton Relay
On the 26th February 2018, three students; Ella McCavanagh (11Ax), 
Tanesha-Harmony Lawrence (8FP) and Bhodie Hodges (7MP) 
attended a portion of the Queen’s Baton Relay accompanied by Mrs 
Milici and Mrs Van Zyl. The students had done their research on the 
Commonwealth Games and were very excited to see the baton up 
close! On top of this, they were keen to show their support for 2017 
Mercy graduate Jose ‘Jomil’ Millares who was running the portion of 
the relay they were attending in Wanneroo. Jose was chosen to run 
this leg of the replay based on his numerous Taekwondo 
achievements. Overall the students thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. 

Ms Melissa Milici | Secondary Teacher

News from the C.A.V.E
Congratulations to Ethan Doyle who has gained an Apprenticeship with Eilbeck 
Cranes as a Boilermaker.

Ethan participated in a Certificate II Engineering (Heavy Metal Fabrication) VET in 
Schools program in 2017 at North Metropolitan TAFE. The VET in Schools program 
allowed Ethan to attend TAFE one day of the school week to complete his 
qualification.

Ethan realised very quickly that he wanted to work in the industry and came highly recommended by his TAFE lecturer, 
even competing last year in the Engineering World Skills Competition. Ethan has also been active in mentoring current 
Year Eleven students who have commenced the same course this year.

We wish Ethan the best of luck as he leaves Mercy College to pursue his career pathway and we thank North Metropolitan 
TAFE for their mentoring of Ethan and their continued partnership with Mercy College.

Another congratulations to Daneka Kostecki who has commenced her Certificate III 
Business Traineeship with Alloy Steel Malaga.

Daneka attends the workplace every Friday whilst still studying at Mercy College 
and she is looking forward to working in the finance department.

Thank you to Alloy Steel, Daneka's supportive workplace, and Registered Training 
Organisation Illuminate Group who assist with Daneka's training plan and study.

Traineeships offer a great opportunity for students to work part time, gain an 
income and qualification as well as continue working towards their WACE 
graduation.

Mrs Antonietta Scriva | Head of Vocational Education
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Years Seven through to Ten Homework Club

Homework Club is running in the McAuley library after school from 3:20 – 4:20 every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons. In addition to our excellent Library staff, a number of classroom teachers have volunteered to assist Years 
Seven through to Ten students with homework or assessments. Students wanting assistance should look for the teacher 
at or nearby the ‘Homework Help Desk’ in the middle of the library

In a new initiative for 2018, we also have a group of Year Eleven ATAR students who have volunteered to assist their 
younger peers as part of the Christian Service Learning (CSL) program. Each afternoon there will be members of the Year 
Eleven CSL Maths and English Tutoring Teams who will be on hand to help Years Seven through to Ten students with their 
literacy and numeracy or to help with any other questions our Years Seven through to Ten students might have.

Mr Greg Quinn | Deputy of Teaching & Learning 

Visual Arts – Northern Perspectives 2018 

0+1$%"1(# 2"134"5$67"3# 89:; will showcase 53 artworks 
by Year Eleven and Twelve students from 14 schools 
within the cities of Wanneroo, Joondalup and Stirling. 
The exhibition provides students with the opportunity 
to display their work in a world class gallery 
environment and we have encouraged applications 
from a variety of media. 

Last year we had two of our 2016 Year Twelve ATAR art 
students, Charlie Chhum and Tisha Stewart, submit 
their artwork and exhibit. Tish Stewart’s art work won 
the Wanneroo Schools Award for Best Artwork for its 
originality and subtle meaning.

This year, our 2017 Year Twelve ATAR art student Melissa Cao has submitted her triptych painting of herself, mother and 
father depicted as a snapchat filtered image. Her work will be displayed for the duration of the Exhibition, from Friday 
16 to Thursday 29 March, 2018.

Please show your support for the Arts at Mercy and view these creative art pieces produced by our talented student and 
Year Twelve students all across Wanneroo, Joondalup and Stirling.

Mrs "SPIBOPB�.BUIFXT | 7JTVBM�"SUT�$PPSEJOBUPS

Music Scholarship
The opportunity for a student from Year  Seven or Eight to learn the trumpet through the music scholarship program 
has become available starting Term One, 2018.  Students who are interested in this scholarship will need to collect an 
application form from the Arts Department or email jodie.harders@cewa.edu.au . The scholarship covers tuition fees for 
all private lessons as well as the hire of the instrument. Students do not need previous experience in an instrument to 
apply. Applications close Friday, March 23.

For more details contact the arts department on 9247 9263.
Mrs Jodie Harders | Music Coordinator


