
A study published this month found that most of us gossip about 52 minutes a day and that most of what 
we say is neutral rather than judgmental. The study gives us an opportunity to think about the kinds of talk 
we engage in daily and how that reflects our Christian discipleship. So that will be the topic of this 
installment of The Wired Word. 

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which examines the implications of India's 
national election, which concludes today. Two strategies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ruling Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are driving people to the polls: the Citizen Amendment Bill (CAB) 
and the National Register of Citizens (NRC). The news provides an opportunity to discuss how and when 
people count in society and in the kingdom of God. 

May God bless you as you teach the scriptures this week. 

The Editorial Team of The Wired Word 

 

We All Gossip, and Most of It Is OK, Study Says 

The Wired Word for the Week of May 19, 2019 

In the News 

There's a difference between gossip and malicious gossip. 

That's a conclusion that can be drawn from a study from the University of California, Riverside, 

just published in the journal Social Psychological and Personality Science. 

The major finding of the research is that most people gossip about 52 minutes a day and that 

most of that chitchat is nonjudgmental. 

That finding may be surprising since the very term "gossip" is often defined as a negative or even 

vicious activity. One online dictionary defines the word as "casual or unconstrained conversation 

or reports about other people, typically involving details that are not confirmed as being true," 

and another dictionary explains the word as "revealing personal or sensational facts about 

others." 

The new study, however, not only found that most gossip is neutral and not intended to harm 

others, but also that it is a way of staying connected with significant people in our lives. Telling a 

friend that your church is receiving a new minister or that your sister got a promotion are 

everyday matters and the sharing of the information is part of the bonding process within your 

circle of friends and acquaintances. 

The study was done by examining the conversations of 467 people who wore portable recorders 

that picked up bits of their conversations for two to five days. Those snippets were then analyzed 

for overall gossipiness. 

Other findings from the study include: 



 Women gossip more than men, but only on neutral, information-focused topics. 
 Extroverts are more likely than introverts to gossip. 
 Younger people sling more negative gossip than older adults. 
 People with less education and wealth don't gossip more than wealthier, more educated 

people. 
 People are less likely to gossip about celebrities and more likely to gossip about people 

they know personally. 
 Some gossip -- about 15 percent -- is mean-spirited or judgmental. 

Other research has found that even judgmental gossip can serve a valuable purpose, such as 

giving us information we can use to protect ourselves. For example, in Hollywood, information 

passed on among actresses about Harvey Weinstein's predatory behavior helped some to avoid 

becoming one of his victims. 

Another study, cited in the Frontiers in Psychology link below, also shows that overhearing or 

learning about negative gossip about ourselves can lead us to improve our performance or 

change our practices. For example, being gossiped about for always being late for appointments 

can motivate us to work to be on time. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

We Gossip About 52 Minutes a Day. That May Not Be as Toxic as It Sounds. NPR  

Who Gossips and How in Everyday Life? Social Psychological and Personality 

Science (Abstract only. Account or purchase needed to access full study)  
Self-Evaluative and Other-Directed Emotional and Behavioral Responses to Gossip About the 

Self. Frontiers in Psychology 

Applying the News Story 

The study may make us feel better about our daily small talk, and may even enable us to see 

much of it in a positive light, but for Christians, the call to love our neighbor as ourselves still 

applies. None of the findings should be taken as permission to pass on baseless claims or 

information that unfairly damage another person's reputation. 

The Big Questions 

1. How would you explain the difference between gossip and malicious gossip to a teenager? 

What would you say to advocate for the former but not the latter? 

2. When have you benefited from gossip that was passed on to you? 

3. How do you decide whether or not you should share information about others with someone 

else? What, if any, efforts do you make to verify new information about others before you pass it 

on to someone else? Have you ever regretted sharing something about others, and if so, why? 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/05/13/722141820/we-gossip-about-52-minutes-a-day-that-may-not-be-as-toxic-as-it-sounds
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1948550619837000?journalCode=sppa&
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1948550619837000?journalCode=sppa&
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.02603/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.02603/full


4. Do you think some of us are "hard-wired" to gossip? If you are such a person, what lift do you 

get from such conversations? 

5. If we didn't have small talk, could human relationships be sustained? Explain your answer. 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Luke 15:8-9 
Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the 

house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, "Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost." (For 

context, read 15:8-10.) 

This is from Jesus' parable we usually call "The Lost Coin." It's one of the stories Jesus told to 

illustrate the joy in heaven when even one sinner repents. But in the action of the story itself, the 

woman calling her friends and neighbors over to rejoice with her about finding the coin she'd lost 

is a good sharing of information -- it's gossip, but obviously not malicious. 

We can imagine the woman and her friends sitting around her kitchen table, drinking the first-

century equivalent of coffee. She shares her information about finding the lost coin, and her 

friends are all glad with and for her. Then another woman tells that her son and daughter-in-law 

are expecting their first child, and the women share that joy. Then another woman tells that her 

brother broke his leg, and all the group share the concern. 

While not all the news is good, when the neighbors return to their individual homes, something 

positive has happened among them. There's a sense of community and kinship. 

Questions: Where do you have such types of interactions and informational exchanges? What 

benefits do you receive from participation? What is the real size of neutral small talk? Of 

positive small talk? Of malicious small talk? 

Joshua 2:9-11 

[Rahab] said to the men: "I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that dread of you 

has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt in fear before you. For we have 

heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, 

and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, 

whom you utterly destroyed. As soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no 

courage left in any of us because of you. The LORD your God is indeed God in heaven above 

and on earth below. (For context, read 2:1-14.) 

When the Israelites who fled slavery in Egypt were ready to enter Canaan and settle there, they 

had to first capture the city of Jericho. In preparation, Joshua sent spies into the city to scout out 

what defenses were there. The spies hid in the house of Rahab, a prostitute, who told them of the 

gossip the people of Jericho had "heard": that God had done great things for these escaped slaves 

and they are already defeated because of what they have heard about the Israelites. Though the 



gossip was no help to the rest of the city, Rahab and her family were spared because the gossip 

led her to make a protective arrangement with the spies. 

Question: When has information passed on as gossip led you to make protective arrangements 

or alter certain of your practices? 

Matthew 12:35 
The good person brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil person brings evil things 

out of an evil treasure. (For context, read 12:33-37.) 

This verse is an application of Jesus' comment in verse 33 about good trees producing good fruit 

and bad trees producing bad fruit. Applied to our topic today, the verse means that the values of 

our heart, character and discipleship should determine the general nature and tone of the items 

we choose to pass along in casual conversation. 

Questions: What guiding principles do you have about what news about others is appropriate for 

you to pass along? If you have no such guiding principles, should you? Why or why not? 

John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth. (For context, read 1:1-14.) 

The Gospel of John starts with theology: "In the beginning," John says, "was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God" (v. 1). John goes on talking about this Word until 

he arrives at this conclusion: "And the Word became flesh and lived among us." At that point we 

realize that the Word is John's name for Jesus, and the Word becoming flesh is Jesus being born 

as a human. 

As you may know, the New Testament was originally written in Greek. The Greek word 

translated into English here as "Word" is logos. John wrote his gospel to communicate the story 

and message of Christ to the larger world, the world of non-Jews who wouldn't be familiar with 

Jewish terms like "Messiah." So he selected logos as a term to gather up the essence of 

Jesus. Logos is speech. In effect, John told his readers that Jesus came as God's talk to the world. 

Well, what kind of talk was that? In what way is Jesus still God's talk to the world today? 

For one thing, Jesus is God's informational talk. His life and teaching tell us some of what God 

expects of us. 

For another thing, Jesus is God's saving talk. He brings to us God's message of forgiveness and 

healing. 

Jesus is also God's renewing talk. He invites us to new life, new hope, new ways. 

But Jesus is also God's small talk to us. Jesus is God's way of being intimate with us, of inviting 

us to connect with him, enjoy him. Just as in human relationships small talk is part of the glue 



that holds relationships together, so too, Jesus is the glue that bonds us in relationship to our 

heavenly Father. 

That's gossip worth passing along. 

Questions: What has God "said" to you through Jesus? In what ways is Jesus the "Word" to 

you? 

For Further Discussion 

1. What stereotypes does the study about gossip challenge for you? 

2. Why do you think introverts gossip less than extroverts? 

3. How has social media changed the way people gossip or share information? In what ways 

have you seen it misused? In what ways have you yourself misused social media to pass on 

hurtful or incorrect information? And would you have done that had you been speaking to 

someone else in person? 

4. Respond to this, from TWW team member Mary Sells: "If a person talks to me about another, 

behind their back, I usually do not share it because I believe it then makes me part of the gossip 

cycle. I try to focus on nice things about the person being gossiped about to tell the gossiper in 

hope of them seeing a kinder side to their story. It's hard for me to make direct "stop gossiping" 

comments to a gossiper. Depending on the situation, I may pray for the two to be reconciled, or I 

may pray for both to have enlightenment from God. 
    "IMHO, I think most gossip fills a void for a person who is either hurt or bored -- idle chatter 

that is sometimes malicious. I rarely think of gossip in a positive light, so I was particularly 

touched by the first scripture reference [Luke 15:8-9, above]. Some sharing can be a gift from 

God." 

Responding to the News 

In the course of an average day, the study says, we spend about 52 minutes gossiping. In that 

same day, how much time do you think you spend in these other forms of speech? 

 Necessary talk to accomplish your job ___ 
 Instructional talk (perhaps aimed at your children; e.g., "Eat your dinner" or "Do your 

homework" or "Don't hit your sister") ___ 
 Informational talk ___ (e.g., "You had a phone message; you're supposed to call your 

office" or "We'll be having dinner at six" or "Tiffany's over at Sandy's house") 
 Lecturing, scolding or nagging ___ (e.g., "You're never going to lose weight if you keep 

eating like that," or "How do you expect me to keep the checkbook straight if you don't 

record the checks you write?") 
 Discussion of philosophy or issues  ___ (e.g., "I agree with the new congressional bill," 

or "American values have been negatively influenced by the internet") 



 Non-informational small talk ___ ( e.g., "Have nice day" or "Be careful" or "See you 

later") 
 Talking to your pet ___ 
 Talking to God ___ 
 Other (specify) ___   

What do the time amounts you enter suggest, if anything, about your values and priorities? 

Consider what, if any, conversational changes you might want to make. 

Prayer 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, Lord, my rock 

and my redeemer. Amen. 

Other News This Week 

National Election in India Poses Grave Concern Over the 

Direction of the Nation 

In the News 

Six weeks of voting in India's national election officially ends May 19. Tensions are running 

high, as the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), under the leadership of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, pushes its agenda of making India more Hindu in character. 

Of particular concern to religious minorities in India is the Citizen Amendment Bill (CAB) that 

would grant Indian nationality to non-Muslim persecuted persons (primarily Sikh, Buddhist, 

Jain, Parsi or Christian refugees) from nearby predominantly Muslim countries of Pakistan, 

Afghanistan and Bangladesh. The CAB comes up for final approval by the upper house of 

Parliament shortly after the election. 

Since assuming power nationally in 2014, and in the northeastern state of Assam in 2016, the 

BJP has also moved to use the National Register of Citizens (NRC) to strip over four million 

Indian Muslims of citizenship. The registry began in 1951 only in Assam, which borders 

Bangladesh (known then as East Pakistan). 

To be recognized as Indian citizens, all residents of Assam must produce documents proving that 

they or their families lived in the country before March 24, 1971, before Bangladesh declared 

independence from Pakistan, prompting the flight of millions of refugees into neighboring India. 

Many ethnic Assamese support measures to remove people they view as illegal immigrants who 

take jobs and sap the state of resources, and possible Islamic extremists who threaten national 

security. 



In April, BJP President Amit Shah told rallies of supporters that Muslim migrants from 

Bangladesh are "infiltrators" and "termites" who are eating away at the country. "The NRC is our 

means of removing them," Shah said. He advocated extension of the NRC to all of India, 

suggesting that all Indians should have to prove their legal status as citizens, or be detained and 

even deported. 

Opponents of the CAB bill say it violates India's constitution, which guarantees "equality before 

the law" and bans discrimination against citizens on the basis of religion. They claim the CAB 

would make adherence to the Hindu faith a criterion for citizenship. 

Critics of the NRC fear it is being used to shrink the Muslim segment of the Indian population to 

strengthen the political and economic power of the Hindu majority. 

Activists fear that Muslims who were born in India's northeast, whose ancestors lived there for 

up to 400 years, could lose Indian citizenship, while non-Muslims who have never spent one 

minute in India could be become naturalized Indian citizens through the double whammy of the 

CAB and the NRC. 

Bengali campaigner Nazrul Ali Ahmed told the BBC that the BJP is "openly threatening to get 

rid of Muslims" and "to commit atrocities." 

People left off the NRC list can appeal, but if their petitions are denied, they would lose all rights 

as Indian nationals, including property and voting rights; be rendered stateless in many cases; 

and face possible detention, deportation, or forced relocation to other nations where they have 

never lived. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Millions in India Face Uncertain Future After Being Left Off Citizenship List. NPR 

India Excludes 4 Million From Citizen List in Assam State, Sparking Fears of Mass 

Deportations. South China Morning Post 

Assam Register: Four Million Risk Losing India Citizenship. BBC 

Indian Nationality Law. Wikipedia 

Fast Facts/Through the Decades. United States Census Bureau 

Applying the News Story 

This summer, the U.S. Congress will debate whether or not to include a question about 

citizenship on the 2020 census questionnaire. How they decide that question is apt to have 

ramifications for the level of participation in the census for some residents of our country. 

Since we have a census scheduled for 2020, it is appropriate to consider how and why we count 

people, on what basis or what criteria we use for counting, and how we determine which people 

to count. 

https://www.npr.org/2019/05/10/721188838/millions-in-india-face-uncertain-future-after-being-left-off-citizenship-list
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/10/721188838/millions-in-india-face-uncertain-future-after-being-left-off-citizenship-list
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/south-asia/article/2157466/india-excludes-4-million-citizen-list-assam-state-sparking
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/south-asia/article/2157466/india-excludes-4-million-citizen-list-assam-state-sparking
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-45002549
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-45002549
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_nationality_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_nationality_law
https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/


Leaders in Bible times counted people for religious, political, economic, social or strategic 

reasons. 

 A census was used as a tool to raise funds for the building of the tabernacle (Exodus 

38:25-27). 
 Moses registered able-bodied male Israelites age 20 and above, at the Lord's instruction, 

to establish their strength in case of war (Numbers 1:1-4). Jesus later referred to the 

way a king formulates military strategy, based upon the size of his forces compared to 

the number of troops under the command of his adversary (Luke 14:31-32). 
 Moses conducted a census of the Levites for the purpose of organizing the work of the 

tabernacle (Numbers 3:14-51). 
 King David also counted the Levites, to assign various temple duties to different 

divisions (1 Chronicles 23:1-8 and 24). 
 Solomon took a census of foreign workers who lived in Israel, providing every single one 

with employment in construction of the temple and royal palace (2 Chronicles 2:1-2, 

and 17-18). 
 Joseph took his pregnant fiancée Mary with him to his ancestral home in Bethlehem to be 

counted in a census ordered by Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1-7). The KJV identifies the 

purpose of that registration as taxation. 

The India election story reveals a connection between counting and citizenship. In some parts of 

our own country, such as Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, 

residents are counted differently from other citizens at times. 

Historically, state delegates to the 1787 U.S. Constitutional Convention reached what is known 

as the Three-Fifths Compromise, which counted three-fifths of a state's slaves in apportioning 

representatives andpresidential electors, and in determining taxation rates. Whether or not people 

are counted can have major consequences for their future. 

Our faith teaches us that God counts each person so valuable that he gave his one and only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in him, should not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

We explore how the church can convey God's perspective to the uncounted and undercounted 

peoples of the world today. 

The Big Questions 

1. Why might a census conducted halfway around the world concern us as Christians? 

2. When and for what purpose is conducting a census legitimate? When might it be illegitimate 

or even sinful, and why? 

3. Do you or anyone you know fear being counted in the upcoming U.S. 2020 Census? Not being 

counted? Why? 



4. Legislators use demographic data produced in our nation's census to allocate funds for 

government services. What other methods might accomplish that goal? What factors need to be 

considered to design a census that is fair and just to all people? 

5. Who counts in the kingdom of God? How does that kind of arithmetic differ from the way the 

world counts? How does your church reflect God's way of counting? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

1 Chronicles 21:3-5, 7 

But Joab said [to David], "May the LORD increase the number of his people a hundredfold! Are 

they not, my lord the king, all of them my lord's servants? Why then should my lord require this? 

Why should he bring guilt on Israel?" But the king's word prevailed against Joab. So Joab 

departed and went throughout all Israel, and came back to Jerusalem. Joab gave the total count 

of the people to David. In all Israel there were one million one hundred thousand men who drew 

the sword, and in Judah four hundred seventy thousand who drew the sword. … But God was 

displeased with this thing, and he struck Israel. (For context, read 21:1-14.) 

Against his better judgment, Joab and his commanders conducted a 10-month census of the 

people of Israel at King David's request. What prompted David to issue the order for a census is 

not clear; here we read that Satan incited David (v. 1), but in the parallel passage found in 2 

Samuel 24:1-9, some translations indicate that God gave David the idea. In the original language, 

the verb "incited" has no subject. So we don't know what or who moved David to take the 

census. 

While God permitted and even instructed some leaders to take censuses at times, apparently 

there was something wrong with the basis and/or the way the census was conducted in this case. 

Joab's second question may hint at one reason God was displeased. Joab asked, "Are they not, 

my lord the king, all of them my lord's servants?" (v. 3, emphasis ours) Perhaps David wanted to 

know what differentiated the people from one another, rather than what united them. 

Another possible explanation for God's displeasure, suggested by one commentator, could be 

that "a man only had the right to count or number what belonged to him. Israel did not belong to 

David; Israel belonged to God." 

When a plague subsequently struck the population, killing 70,000, people, including David, 

assumed it was because of some great sin, and blamed the census. 

Questions: What do you think is right, or wrong, about the approach the Indian government is 

taking in conducting their census? 

What questions should our representatives in Congress be asking prior to finalizing the 2020 

U.S. Census form? What is the purpose for those questions? 



What might be the consequences if we get the census format wrong? What might be the benefits 

if we get it right? How do we determine whether the format we choose is right or wrong? 

Isaiah 53:11-12 

… The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 

    and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out himself to death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. (For context, read 53:4-12.) 

Since New Testament days, followers of Jesus have interpreted Isaiah 53 as referencing Jesus as 

God's righteous servant who was numbered with the transgressors and who makes many 

righteous by his death (Acts 8:32-33; Isaiah 53:7-8). 

Yet the writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that though Jesus was tested in every way we are 

tested, he was "without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). Paul elaborates on the sinlessness of Christ in 2 

Corinthians 5:21, where he says that "For our sake [God] made [Christ] to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God." 

Questions: Who "numbered" the Suffering Servant "with the transgressors"? Why was the 

sacrifice of Christ effective in bearing the sin of many far away, as far as the east is from the 

west (Psalm 103:12)? Would that sacrifice have been effectual if Christ had been a sinner like us, 

with his own sins to atone for? Explain. 

Luke 12:6-7 

[Jesus said to his disciples,] "Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 

forgotten in God's sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you 

are of more value than many sparrows." (For context, read 12:4-12.) 

No doubt Jesus' disciples saw the ubiquitous sparrow every day, which was considered by many 

to be small, ordinary and insignificant, worth less than half a cent in the world's marketplace. Yet 

to God, even the tiny sparrow is precious. 

Jesus draws on that familiar sight to convey an important truth to his disciples: They are of more 

value to God than many sparrows! He makes the astonishing statement that even the hairs of 

their head are all counted! 

Who among us have ever bothered to try to count the hairs on our own head? We don't even care 

enough about ourselves to do that, yet God knows how many hairs are on the head of every one 

of the 7.7 billion people who live on earth! Therefore, Jesus said, Don't be afraid, even when 

danger threatens (vv. 4, 11-12). 

Remember that, the next time you see a sparrow or comb your hair! 



Questions: What evidence do you see in the world that you count with God? How does 

assurance of God's love for you help you cope with fear? 

Revelation 7:4, 9-10 

And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred forty-four thousand, sealed out 

of every tribe of the people of Israel: ... After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that 

no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They 

cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and 

to the Lamb!" (For context, read 7:4, 9-17.) 

Here is a glorious vision of the kingdom of God, in which Jew and Gentile are both included, 

both numbered and innumerable, from every tribe and nation, ethnicity and language, all 

worshiping God and the Lamb of God, who "will be their shepherd" (v. 17). 

The prophet Jeremiah portrays a future in which a once barren wasteland is rejuvenated, so that 

there is "pasture for shepherds resting their flocks" and "flocks ... again pass under the hands of 

the one who counts them" (Jeremiah 33:12-13). 

If these two passages are meant to describe the same reality, we may conclude that Jesus, whom 

John the Baptist identified as "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 

1:29), is that shepherd who gathers together sheep from north and south, east and west, into one 

flock, and that he counts each one precious in his sight (John 10:16). 

Questions: Why does salvation "belong to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb"? On what basis do people participate in that salvation and become part of that "great 

multitude" worshiping God together? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Read 2 Chronicles 2:1-2, 17-18.  
    How might India, the United States of America, or any other modern nation utilize a census to 

establish an immigration policy using Solomon's approach?  
    How might such an approach change the current system that exists today in the United States? 

What benefits and challenges might such a strategy pose to our nation?  
    What would have to happen for such a policy to be implemented in our country today? 

2. TWW team member Bill Tammeus spent two years of his boyhood in India. An Indian 

schoolmate with whom he's still friends, retired India Supreme Court Justice Markandey Katju, 

recently began a campaign to reunite India, Pakistan and Bangladesh into one country. You can 

read about that here and can read Bill's take on it here.  
    Katju believes Muslims, Hindus and others can and should live together in peace and that each 

person should be counted as equal to any other person.  
    Although Katju is an avowed atheist, how does his view square with Christian ideas about the 

inestimable value of each individual? 

https://indianreunificationassociation.co.in/
https://billtammeus.typepad.com/my_weblog/2019/02/2-11-19.html


3. Read Luke 15:1-7, review this hymn text (you can listen to one version of the hymn here), and 

discuss why a shepherd who has 99 sheep would bother about one lost sheep. Why does finding 

one lost sheep bring him such joy? Where are you in this story?  
    In his 2016 New Year message, the Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, General Secretary of The Lutheran 

World Federation, asked, "Can there be life worthy of being called life for the ninety-nine if 

there is no life for the one?" 
    How would you answer that question? 

Responding to the News 

You may find this article, The Metrics of Mission, useful as you think about how to count what 

really counts in God's reign. 

Prayer 

O God, who counts every hair on our heads, remind us that you have not forgotten the stateless, 

who live in the shadows, longing for a safe place to call home. Teach us to care for them as much 

as you care for the sparrow. For the sake of Jesus, who had no place to lay his head. Amen. 
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