
©
O

D
A

TECHNICAL
Bed bug news

www.pestmagazine.co.uk January & February 201324 pest

Revised bed bug
code released

With the responsibility for drawing these
comments together, Dr Richard Naylor said:
“The response from the industry was
amazing. We received more than 50
detailed reviews of the consultation
document as well as a similar number of
emailed suggestions relating to particular
points that needed clarification. These came
from across the UK, Europe and further
afield. But more important than the number
of comments was the quality of the feedback
we received. Experts in particular fields
provided detailed comments based on many
years of personal experience. One thing

readers will notice is that the ECoPv2 no
longer has authors' names printed on the
cover. This is because so many people have
now contributed that it wasn't possible to list
everybody.

“The majority of comments related to the
lack of data supporting the efficacy of some
of the numerous bed bug products now on
offer. Based on this, the decision was taken
to remove all reference to specific products.

The ECoPv2 only refers to general
principals. For product information people
are directed to the website. This will soon
have a product review system as well as the

results from our own in-house bed bug
efficacy trials,” explained Richard.

The Bedbug Foundation is at pains to point
out that although the ECoPv2 is now
available, it is not 'finished' . It is a
constantly evolving document and the
Foundation welcomes comments and
suggestions that will enable it to improve the
Code further.

In the preface to the new Code, the Bedbug
Foundation expresses its thanks and
appreciation to Stephen Doggett and the
Australian Environmental Pest Management
Association for allowing them to share much
of their information. The Australian Code
was the first such document to be produced.
Their fourth edition is to be released any
day now.

The second UK version is specific to
professional pest controllers – meaning the
details provided for back-packers, hotel
managers, home-owners etc have been
removed as much of the information aimed
at pest controllers was not relevant for these
other sectors. Data for these industries will
eventually be available via the website.
Version 2 is only available in English,
although discussions are planned with the
Confederation of European Pest Control
Associations (CEPA) for use in other
European countries.

Printed copies will be available shortly at a
small cost (approx £10), but the Code can
be downloaded free of charge from the
Foundation's website at

per se

www.bedbugfoundation.org

Following extensive consultation with all interested parties, version two of the

European Code of Practice (ECoPv2) for bed bug management has been
released by the Bedbug Foundation. This follows the initial launch of version
one back in May 2011.

Having successfully gained his doctorate
in September last year, Richard Naylor
has left the renowned bed bug research
laboratory at the University of Sheffield
and has now set up his own business in
the Wye Valley.

Called CimexStore, Richard's business
supplies bed bugs and some related
species to research and development
laboratories for product testing.

“I believe we currently have approaching
30,000 bed bugs in culture, which have
been collected from infestations all over
the world,” explains Richard.

Another area where his business is
growing is in the production of lures for
canine scent detection training. These
small, ventilated acrylic vials are supplied
pre-loaded and sealed with live or dead

bed bugs, cast skins, bed bug faecal

material or any combination of the above.

Dog trainers across Europe and the US

purchase these vials for training their dogs

in the art of bed bug detection.

When Richard isn't maintaining his

cultures, or posting bugs around the world,

he continues his work for the Bedbug

UK bed bug expert Dr Richard Naylor
has set up his own business supplying
insects for research

Richard
sets-up
CimexStore
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Public opinion counts
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For many months controversy has been raging in the agricultural
press concerning the reported decline in pollinator bee numbers
and the use of neonicotinoid insecticides. In the office we have
been monitoring this as one of the three neonicotinoid insecticides
mentioned is imidacloprid – the active substance in Bayer's
Maxforce range of pest control products.

Events came to a
head on 16 January
when the European
Food Safety Agency
(EFSA) published its
report which
concluded these
insecticides were
potentially harmful to
bees. Then on 28
January, applying the
precautionary
principle, the EU
health and consumer
commissioner told EU agriculture ministers that a partial ban was
necessary to protect bees, but a total ban was not justified.

These insecticides are used as treatments to crop seeds prior to
sowing and have already been banned in several European
countries. They are systemic, meaning they are present in the whole
plant, including the nectar the bees feed on.

Interesting, but what relevance is this to the professional pest control
market? Readers should consider the implications brought about by
the environmental movement – see the article on
pages 20 & 21 – where decisions are all too often based on
emotion rather than on science.

This has now become evident as, on 30 January, Homebase, B&Q
and Wickes announced that, as a precautionary measure, they had
removed from sale all products containing imidacloprid. Basically,
the only product affected is Bayer's Lawn Grub Killer.

For the sake of this excellent and well-proven range of Maxforce
products, let's hope the use of this insecticide in pest control remains
below the radar of the authorities and the environmentalists.
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Silent Spring

Bayer in a buzz

If you are looking for another example of how the public can
sway opinions, look no further than the proposed badger cull in
the fight against bovine TB. Ever since Natural England issued
two licences to allow culling in two test areas in Gloucestershire
and Somerset, battle lines have been drawn. The whole exercise
has been on and then, at the last minute, off.

Despite conclusive scientific evidence produced by the
Randomised Badger Culling Trial (RBCT) that cattle and badgers
transmit the disease to one another, coupled with the astonishing
financial costs – last year 26,000 cattle in England were
slaughtered at a cost approaching £100m – the trial was
abandoned. It is proposed it will take place later this year. The
reason for the postponment – Brock has celebrity friends in high
places who probably read as children.
Who knows if any form of culling will ever take place?

Wind in the Willows

Friends in high places
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Use biocides safely. Always read the label and product information before use. HSE Registration number 9346


