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Introduction 

Church Street is one of the oldest streets in Prescot, as you might imagine. The 

street has changed considerably over time while always following roughly the 

same path. 

  
 

Church Street on the 1592 map…. 

 

…and on the 1848 map 

 

There are only a few buildings in Prescot’s Church Street today, but 100 years 

ago it was a different picture completely.  

On the side where the Church is located were the odd numbers, running from 

the Deanes House at No 1 through to the Lock Up shop at No 15, just before 

the junction with High Street. The even numbers ran from Mrs Jackson’s Fruit 

Shop at No 2, roughly located where the entrance to the taxi rank is today, 

around to the Bank at No 34. 

I believe that the numbering of Church Street has changed over the years, 

but I will use the numbers shown above for consistency, referring to any other 

numbers if necessary for clarity. This booklet takes a look at some of the 

properties on both sides of the road and explores a little of the history of the 

buildings and the people who lived and worked there.  

I have used resources which I have acquired over several years of historical 

research and I make no claim that this booklet is 100% accurate, not should it 

be taken as historical fact. Instead, it is my interpretation of the records of the 

times. In addition to my own resources, I have used several images from the 

postcard collection of my friend John Hopkins, and also some from Knowsley 

Digital Archives. Contemporary pictures of today’s Church Street have been 

provided by Leslie Birchall. 



Church Street 1893 

This extract from the map of Lancashire in 1893 shows the street when it was 

fully developed. I have added the building numbers (in red) for reference 

and we will use those numbers throughout this booklet. 

 

One of the first things you might notice is that just north of the church, where 

the reference point “B.M. 262.3” is displayed, the road is very narrow. Shortly 

after this map was drawn, the street was widened and then plans below 

show that part of the northern side of this stretch of road was widened, but 

more strikingly, a substantial part of the Church Yard was given up to the new 

width roadway. This involved the removed of quite a few of the graves, which 

were amongst the oldest graves in St Mary’s.  



Church Street – A Street in Time 

 

www.prescot-rollofhonour.info 
4 

 

We all think that “urban vandalism” was a term coined in the 1970’s when 

large numbers of graves were moved, but this shows that the practice had 

been going on for quite a while beforehand. 

The red line marks the revised boundary of the church, with everything below 

that line becoming part of the widened road. (Note that the plan shows 

North to the bottom of the image) 

 

© Lancashire Records Office 

 

The next clear map that I have 

is from 1927, right, and on this 

you can clearly see the 

widened Church Street when 

compared to the 1893 layout 

shown earlier.  

 

Even with the various changes 

since that date, the layout of 

the road itself and the path it 

follows have remained 

relatively unchanged. 
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1, Church Street 

The Deanes House Hotel. 

 

 
A contemporary view of the Deanes House (© Google Maps) 

 

Quoting from “The Inns of Prescot and Whiston”, (Mavis Abraham & W K 

Blinkhorn), originally published in 1988,  

“In the mid-18th Century, an Edward Deane of Prescot held land in Rainhill 

and Cronton. He died unmarried so the estate passed to his sister, who 

married John Case of Prescot, a mercer. Their grandson, George Deane 

Case, inherited in the mid 19th Century and the estate ion Rainhill and 

Cronton become known as the DEANES HOUSE ESTATE, which he later sold to 

the Willis’s of Halsnead.” 

In the 1881 census of Prescot, the property is listed as No 16, Church Street. 

The residents were the spinster sisters of local solicitor William Cross. Elizabeth 

(48), Sarah (46), Constance (45) and Ann (41) were all recorded as living on 

“Income from Dividends”. They were joined by their aunt, Jane Stiff (78) and 

niece Mary Grace Holloway (8), and three servants; Ellen Gerrard, Rachael 

Seddon and Alice Roughsedge.  

In 1901 the occupants were Sarah (66), Constance (65) and Anne Cross (61), 

with their aunt Jane Stiff now 98 years old, Their servants were Catherine Fildes 

(Cook), Bessie Evans (Housemaid) and Dora Burgess (Parlour Maid).  
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Jane Stiff passed away in April 1902 at the Deanes House 

 

Yorkshire Evening Post, 26th April 1902 

 

Manchester Courier, 10th June 1904 

As can be seen from the advertisement above, the Deanes House was sold in 

1904, though I have no details of the purchaser. 

As we will see later, the adjacent building was the Legs of Man hotel, which 

was demolished in the early 20th Century. Probably around the same time, 

the Deanes House was modified, and the two images below give a good 

“before and after” view of the building. This first image shows part of the Legs 

and Man at the right of the Deanes House 

 

© John Hopkins collection 
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In the image below, the Legs of Man has gone and the north side of the 

Deanes House has been modified 

 

© John Hopkins collection 

In the 1911 census, the property was listed as a “Private House”, however 

there were no recorded occupants at that time. The 1914 Electoral Roll did 

not have any registered voters at the address, but by 1916 the Inman family 

were living at Deanes House.  

Horace Gamble Inman was a native of Bradford, Yorkshire, He was married in 

Warrington in 1908 and the 1911 census listed him as a Hotel Barman in 

Morecombe. At some point after that, he and his family moved to Prescot, 

where he took up the licence of the Deanes House. 

In 1915, he joined the Army and served with the Coldstream Guards, before 

being killed in action in 1917. Full details of his service can be found on the 

Prescot Roll of Honour at www.prescot-rollofhonour.info 

The Parish Magazine of 25th October 1917 reported 'Pte. Horace Inman, 31, 

Coldstream Guards. Killed in Flanders 24th September 1917, and leaves a 

widow and two children. Mr. Inman had not long been resident in Prescot but 

the quiet and courteous manner in which he conducted the Deanes House 

Hotel has been much appreciated in the town. Mrs. Inman will continue to 

manage the hotel with the help of her brother.' 

http://www.prescot-rollofhonour.info/
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An advertising postcard of the era which Horace Inman had printed. 

The 1924 Kelly’s Directory of Prescot listed Frances O’Malley as the Proprietor 

of the Deanes House 

Prescot had a historical “Court Leet” which had been in place since the 

1500’s. Although most of its powers had been removed by the late 19th 

Century, the Court still met occasionally up until the 1930’s. and dined at the 

Deane’s House on the Friday after Corpus Christi.  

The pictures below show the Gentlemen of the Court Leet having a drink at 

the front of the premises. This undated image is probably from the early 

1930’s. 
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3, Church Street 

The Legs of Man Hotel 

 

 

This image, also from John Hopkins, 

shows a short stretch of the Deanes 

House boundary wall, then the Legs 

of Man. Just after that is the top of 

West Street, then Number 5, Church 

Street. 

 

The images below show the view 

down Church Street towards the 

Parish Church. In the older picture, 

left, the Legs of Man is clearly visible 

and stands between the 

photographer and the Deanes 

House. In the second image, the 

Legs of Man has been demolished 

and the Deanes House can now be 

seen. 

 

 

 

  
 

© John Hopkins collection 
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 “Inns of Prescot and Whiston” states that the Legs of Man was also known as 

the Legs of Man and Bull and licences are listed from 1781 to 1918. The 

booklet also tells us that the Hotel stood on the Turnpike Road and the daily 

coach to Liverpool stopped here. 

Masonic records show that the Legs of Man was a meeting venue as far 

back as 1787 

The 1901 census lists the licensee as Ellen Roughsedge, a 40 year old widow 

whose place of birth is recorded as Portland Prison! Also present are her five 

daughters and 2 sons, aged between 6 and 19, as well as 9 Boarders, 

presumably lodgers and many of whom were employed at the Wire Works.  

“Inns of Prescot and Whiston” lists other members of the Roughsedge family 

at the hotel over the preceding years, with Richard Roughsedge being 

recorded between 1885 and 1887 and William Roughsedge (Ellen’s husband) 

between 1891 and 1900.  

By 1911, the licence was held by William Best, 46, a native of Dorset. He lived 

with his wife Margaret and son William. Just two boarders were present. 

I can’t be certain when the Hotel was demolished, but the latest licensee 

listed is James Clifton, from 1913 to 1918. 
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5, Church Street 

Roughly on the site of what is used to be “Blockbuster” video store, 5 Church 

Street was a substantial building as can be seen on the image below. 

 

Taken in the 1920’s, this aerial picture shows Number 5 on the upper left and 

you can just see the top of the War Memorial and the back of the Deanes 

House on the right. 

 

 

 

 

The picture on the left shows Number 5 

on the left behind the War Memorial. 

The Legs of Man has been demolished 

by the time of this picture 

 

 

The picture shown right, is one 

which Leslie Birchall has provided 

and was taken from approximately 

the same place 
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Most of the records I have accessed from the late 1890’s through to the 

1920’s, list the main occupant of this building as Frederick William Halsall, 

Trade directories show him as a Printer and Stationer (Slater’s 1901) and an 

Auctioneer (Kelly’s 1924). 

 

The picture shown above is from the 1930’s and shows the gentlemen of the 

Court Leet as they made their way from the offices of William Cross down to 

the Town Hall. The metal fencing around the War memorial can be seen on 

the left, with the Mr Halsall’s office at Number 5 behind them. Also visible at 

the end of Church Street is the lighter coloured stonework of the old Royal 

Hotel which was demolished in 1936 and later became the site of the library 

(now closed). 

 

A list of Town Councillors from 1903, showing both William Halsall and his son Frederick William 
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The 1911 Census Enumerator’s Summary describes Number 5 as an office, 

rather than a domestic premise. However in 1901, Frederick was listed, aged 

39, as the Head of Household at Number 5, along with wife Elizabeth (40), son 

Fred (14) and daughters Lillie (16), Doris (6) and 6 month old Marjorie. By 1911, 

the Halsall family were living at Parkside Cottage, Knowsley. 

 

A typical Auction advertisement for the Halsall business 

Liverpool Daily Post, 16th September 1916 

 

Frederick William Halsall died on 21st March 1931 in Torquay, though his home 

address was listed as 3, Stanley Crescent, Prescot. He left estate worth over 

£17,000 

The 1918 Prescot Commercial Directory also lists at No 5 Herbert E Ormerod, a 

Boot Maker and Fred Hayes, a Printer. It is assumed that they operated from 

self contained offices/shops within the same building as Frederick Halsall. 

I have no information on the property after the time of the First World War 

and my assumption is that it was demolished in the late 1930’s 
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7-11 Church Street 

This short stretch of Church Street contained a terrace of three residential 

properties.  

 

Nos 7, 9 and 11, Church Street.  © John Hopkins collection 

Number 7 – 

The 1911 census listed this as the home of Cecil Edmund Range, a 31 year old 

Hotel Manager, his wife Alice (nee Floyd) and their son Leslie, aged 8. They 

had married in Prescot in 1902. Cecil is also commemorated on the Prescot 

Roll of Honour, though he survived the war after serving with the Royal 

Engineers. 

When the 1914 Electoral Roll was produced, Number 7 was the home of 

Thomas Burns, who had moved to the address from No 1, Sewell Street, within 

the previous 12 months. Thomas was aged around 33 at the time and worked 

as a Labourer below ground in the coal mines. He was married with three 

children, and the whole family were natives of Ireland.  
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Number 9 –  

 

The picture to the left, extracted from a 

John Hopkins postcard, shows the stretch 

of Church Street from 7 to 11.  

 

To the right is a slightly blurred image of 

what appears to be a police constable, 

perhaps walking back to the Police 

Station on Derby Street. 

 

I wonder who the young lads at the front 

of the picture are? 

 

And standing at the entry between 

numbers 9 and 11, there appears to be a 

lady and a younger girl. Perhaps they are 

members of the McDonald or Swift family, 

as listed below.  

 

Thomas McDonald was a 24 year old Wire Worker at the Cable Works when 

he recorded his family on the 1911 census. He was joined by his 27 year old 

wife Mary (they had been married for just one year) and three stepsons, 

aged 9, 7 and 4. The step son’s surnames are all “Hope”. All of the family 

were listed as being born in St Helens. 

Number 11 – 

The 1911 census showed 42 year old Isaac Swift as a Labourer on the estate 

of Lord Derby. He had been married to wife Jane for 16 years and had 6 

children, 5 of whom lived at home. All family members were natives of 

Prescot.  

The 1914 Electoral Roll, however, listed Isaac at Number 9 with no resident of 

Number 11. He lived to the age of 95, passing away in Prescot in March 1962. 

 

The 1914 Electoral Roll listing for this part of Church Street 

© Lancashire Records Office 
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This aerial picture, dated 1937, shows the Deanes House top right and the 

remaining properties (5-15) on the West of Church Street are all still standing 

at that time. 
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13-15 Church Street 

 
John Hopkins Collection 

The image to the left is the only one I 

can find which shows Nos 15 to the 

right and No 13 – it also shows No 9 as 

discussed on the previous page 

 
These two properties (15 and 13) are 

listed on the 1911 Census 

Enumerator’s Summary as a “Shop” 

(No 13), occupied by Mr Scotson and 

a “Lock Up Shop” (No 15), occupied 

by Mr Starkey 

 

The detailed entry for No 13 shows 

that the Head of Household was 

Alice Scotson, a 42 year old widow, 

her son William, 22, an Income Tax 

Clerk and Albert Brooks, 21, a Boarder 

who worked down the Coal mines. 

William served in the Great War as a 

Private with the Lancashire Hussars 

but was discharged after just 4 

months as he was no longer 

physically fit for service. 
 

The Prescot Commercial Directory of 1918 lists Mrs Ellen Leadbetter, a Shop 

Keeper, at No 13.  

As Number 15 was a lock up, there were no residents listed in the 1911 census. 

Kelly’s Directory of Prescot for 1913 lists Frederick William Starkey, a Clothier, at 

the address. 

As can be seen in the aerial picture on Page 14, these two properties were 

still standing in 1937, though I suspect they were demolished a few years later. 
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2 – 8 Church Street 

Moving back to the beginning of Church Street, the first set of properties to 

be looked at are numbers 2 to 8. 

 

Numbers 8, 6, 4 and 2 Church Street 

John Hopkins Collection 

 

Number 2 stood on the corner of Church Street and Highfield Place. After the 

entrance to Highfield Place, Church Street became Eccleston Street. 

The 1891 census lists Jane McLean, 56, a Fish & Poultry Dealer living here with 

her children Samuel and John.  

The 1911 Census Enumerator’s Summary showed Number 2 to be a Shop with 

the proprietor shown as “Mrs Jackson”. The detailed census expanded on this 

to give full details as Mary Jackson, a 51 year old widow working as a Fish & 

Poultry Dealer. Living at the address were also six of her children; Walter (27) 

and Letitia (20) both worked in the family business as buyers and sellers of fish 

and poultry. 22 year old Clara did not have a recorded occupation, sons 

Leonard (20) and Clarence (17) were employed at the Wire Works and 9 year 

old Horace was at school. The picture above shows a three storey property, 

which was typical of the times, with the ground floor being the commercial 

premises with residential accommodation above. 
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Mary’s husband, John Jackson, had been a Watch Keyless Maker before his 

death in 1902. 

As late as the 1918 Commercial Directory, Mary Jackson remained at No 2 

but she passed away in November 1920.  

 

The national probate entry for Mary Jackson 

By the time the 1924 Kelly’s Directory was published, the business was being 

run by her son Walter.  

Number 4 was listed as a Shop in the 1911 Enumerator’s Summary. Expanding 

on this, the detailed entry listed 54 year old Thomas Haigh, a Watch and 

Clock Hand Maker, his wife of 28 years Annie (51), a Chocolate Dealer, and 

daughters Frances (26, Assisting in the business), Edith (24), a Post Office Clerk, 

and sons William (23), a Watch Maker, Frederick (21), a Tax Clerk for the 

Inland Revenue, and Arthur, 19, a Goods Clerk for the Railway Company.     

Before Thomas Haigh ran the shop, it had been managed by his 

grandmother, Jane Taylor, listed in 1891, but Thomas was listed as the Head 

of Household in 1901.  

By 1924, No 4 was the business premise of Herbert Ormerod, a Boot Dealer. I 

believe he ran the business until the mid 1930’s. 

Number 6 was at one time a branch of William & Deacon’s Bank. The 1905 

Kelly’s Directory showed opening hours from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each 

weekday and 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  

The 1901 Slater’s Directory listed the bank under his older name of Williams 

Deacon and Manchester & Salford Bank. I can’t say for certain when the 

premise became a bank, but it is not listed in the 1876 directory. 

Although William & Deacon’s lasted until it was taken over by Royal Bank of 

Scotland in 1929, its presence in Prescot appears to have been short lived. 

Listed in the 1918 Commercial Directory, by the time the 1924 Kelly’s was 

produced, the premises were now occupied by George Henry Johnson, a 

Tobacconist, who also ran a similar establishment at 72, Eccleston Street. 
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Number 8 

The third property in this row, No 8, was once the site of the Birch Tree pub, 

probably up until around 1871. I suspect that the pub would not have been in 

the same building and that some redevelopment of that stretch took place 

in the 1880’s. 

The 1911 census listed No 8 as a Lock Up Shop, with Mrs Whitaker as the 

Proprietor. There were no residents listed, either in 1911 or 1901. 

By 1924, the property was listed as a Gent’s Outfitters, proprietor William 

Rimmer, and I believe that this was the founder of the Cycle Shop which 

eventually occupied these premises for several decades! 

 

Numbers 6 and 8 today, courtesy Leslie Birchall 
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10 Church Street 

This was the site of the first Prescot Grammar School, from its creation in 1544 

through until 1760, when the school moved to High Street.  

 

 
 

At the end of the 19th 

century, this was the site of 

Prescot Post Office and 

remained as such until the 

new Post Office was built in 

Aspinall Street in the 1960’s, 

the old building then 

becoming home to the 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau. 

 

The image to the left is 

taken from Arthur Roberts’ 

book “Prescot of 

Yesteryear” and says that 

this is the building c.1900 

 

 

 

I believe that up until the late 1890’s, 

the Post Office was in Market Place 

before moving to Church Street.  

 

The Post Master of Prescot was quite 

a prestigious position, and I have 

identified the following as holders of 

that role over the years:- 

 

1901 - Edwin Garrett 

1905 - Edwin Garrett 

1911 - John William SIbley 

1913 - Thomas Harris 

1918 - Thomas Harris 

 

 

The undated image to the right shows 

the Post Office after it had been 

modified and is probably from 

around 1930-1935. 

 

 

 

 
© John Hopkins 
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The advertisement above, taken from G Hemingway’s 1903 Commercial 

Directory, refers to the “New Office”, presumably referring to the move from 

Market Place. 

 

Contemporary view of Numbers 10 and 1w2, courtesy of Leslie Birchall  
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12 Church Street 

This was the site of a Confectioner’s Shop, run by Edward John Dyson.  

  
 

I have not been able to locate an old picture of Number 12, but the building 

can just about be seen in the left side image above, just after the lighter 

colours of the old Post Office. The picture to the right shows the property 

today, courtesy of Leslie Birchall. I assume that the builiding today is the same 

as the original, though obviously some alterations to the frontage have taken 

place.  

 

Edwin Dyson was born in Prescot in 1869. He never married and at the time of 

the 1911 census he lived with his sisters Elizabeth (46) and Margaret (44), 

brother Richard, 40, a Clerk with Liverpool Education Authority, Catherine (37) 

and Robert, 48, a House Painter. The three sisters were all recorded as 

Confectioners, while Edward was listed as a Commercial Clerk.  

 
© Leslie Birchall 

The 1901, 1918 and 1924 Commercial 

Directories all list Edward at this 

address. 

 

This old street sign is still mounted on 

the wall of Number 12 
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14 Church Street 

Perhaps strangely in this terrace of commercial properties, No 14 was a 

residential property, It can just about be seen in the image on the previous 

page, being adjacent to No 12. 

The 1911 census listed Mr Benjamin Lawton, 87, and his wife of 36 years 

Eleanor (81) at the address. They had no children. Eleanor was Benjamin’s 

second wife. His first wife Ann had died in 1870, aged 46.  

Benjamin Lawton was a native of Prescot and in 1911 he was a Retired 

Printer. 10 years earlier, though still 77 years old, he was listed as a Letter Press 

Printer at the Wire Works. In 1891, still at the same address, Benjamin’s grand-

daughter, Martha Gaskell, lived with him. She was 19 years old and a Dress 

Maker. 

The earliest record I could find for Benjamin was the 1851 census, which didn’t 

list an address but showed him as a 27 year old Printer & Compositor, with 

wife Ann and children Ellen, Margaret and George. In 1861, he lived in 

Culshaw’s Court, Market Place. I believe this to be the site of the recently 

closed Stephenson’s print works, as the predecessor to the Stephenson 

brothers was the Culshaw family. 

Back to Benjamin Lawton, and by 1871 he was living at the Church Street 

address, by now widowed. He died on the 21st January 1915, aged 91, 

leaving his money to Thomas Byron. I have no information as to whether 

Thomas was a relative 

 

National Probate Register 
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16 Church Street 

This building was “dual purpose”, in that the ground floor was the commercial 

premises of James Edwards, a Boot Maker and repairer, It was a three storey 

building and I assume that he and his family lived on the top floor. The first 

floor was occupied by a firm of solicitors, “Banks, Kendall & Taylor”. 

 It was the corner building as Church Street turned to the north, and the 

image below shows No 16 on the extreme right. I have enlarged the window 

of the shop to illustrate the legend “J Edwards” and “Boot Repairer” 

 

Before the business moved to Church Street in the 1890’s, James had 

operated from No 15, Kemble Street.  

In 1911, there were no less than 23 people in Prescot who recorded their 

occupation as either Boot Maker or Boot Repairer.  

James Edwards was a native of Prescot, born around 1849. He was listed in 

1911 as 62 years old and had been married to Margaret for 37 years, Of their 

9 children, 8 were still living. Annie (34), Richard (29), Robert (23) and Fred (19) 

lived with their parents, as did grandchildren Eric & Enid. Richard and Robert 

were employed in the family business, which was still listed in both the 1918 

and 1924 Commercial Directories. 
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18 Church Street 

 

This aerial shot from the late 1920’s shows No 18 just behind and to the right of the War 

Memorial, with the curve of No 16 being clearly visible 

 

The property was home to the Eaton family 

Confectionary business for many years. This picture 

shows George Eaton, founder of the family 

Confectionary business. 

 

He was born in Prescot around 1837 and married 

Phoebe Hill in Prescot in the summer of 1859.  

 

The 1861 census listed George and Phoebe, along with their 1 year old 

daughter, Mary Jane, living in Church Street. At this time, George was listed 

as Sexton of Parish Church. In 1862, his wife Phoebe died. He married Hannah 

Evans in 1863 and was noted as a Tenor Bellringer in an item in the Liverpool 

Mercury, 10th December 1863 

George and Hannah went on to have several children; Ann Jane (1866), 

William George (1867), Ada (1869), John (1870), Maud (1875) and Arthur 

(1879) 

The 1901 census listed Mr Eaton as being a Confectioner and Sexton of the 

Parish Church, living at 15&17 Church Street. I have been unable to 

determine why this joint numbering was used, but the numbering at the time 

of the 1901 census was not the same as in 1911 and so 15&17 in 1901 are the 

same as 18&20 in 1911. 

 

George died in February 1902 and was buried on 7th February at St Mary’s 

Churchyard, just around the corner from where he lived. The Burial Register 
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entry notes that he was Sexton of the Parish for 52 years. His Probate Register 

entry is shown below. 

 
 

The business was listed with various proprietors in the commercial directories:  

1901 Slaters – George Eaton, 1911 Ada Heaton, 1918 Kellys – Hannah Eaton, 

1924 Kellys – Ada Heaton 

George’s widow, Hannah, died in 1918 and daughter Ada in 1942. Their 

probate entries are shown below. 

 

 

The entry for Ada is interesting because it notes that she was still living at 18, 

Church Street in 1942. I believe that the properties were eventually 

demolished in the late 1940’s 

 

Prescot Reporter 11th December 1875 

 

Liverpool Echo, 30th April 1918 
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20 Church Street 

 

From John Hopkins collection, this image shows No 20 at the extreme right hand side 

This is another of the properties that was purely residential with no 

commercial activity – or at least none that I can find. As a residential 

property, the occupants can be identified by looking at the census records 

for 1911 and 1901. Prior to this, the numbering of the properties appears to be 

quite different and so I am unable to make a positive match 

1911- Robert Capper was a 67 year old widower and worked as a Labourer 

at the Wire Works. Living with him were his daughter, Margaret Fildes (40), 

along with her husband Richard and two children Percy (5)( and Ethel (5 

months), and another grandson, 17 year old John  Gore, a Butcher’s 

Assistant.   

1901- As stated when looking at No 18 on the previous page, the two houses 

details were combined in 1901 and appear to have been occupied by the 

Eaton family. 
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22 Church Street 

This property is quite distinctive in style, with a different roof shape to other 

properties along that stretch of road. The house can be seen clearly in the 

picture on the previous page, but it is also partially visible on this image of the 

War Memorial, No 22 being on the right in the background. 

 

Again, the best view of the 

house is from this undated 

postcard of the War memorial, 

showing the top end of Church 

Street and the Royal Hotel. 

 

The 1901 census listed this 

building as the residence of 

Physician Charles Wild.  

 

 

By 1911, Dr Samuel Green was the resident Medical Practitioner and although 

at that time he described himself as a “Retired Dispenser”, being 67 years old, 

he continued to be listed in the commercial directories until at least 1924 (the 

Kelly’s Directory).  

He was born in Prescot around 1844 and by the age of 17, at the time of the 

1861 census, he was working as a Dispenser (Druggist), living at 30, Market 

Place.  He was at the same address in 1871 and 1881, when he was recorded 

as “Surgeon’s Assistant” and in 1891he was at 22, Church Street (No 13 in that 

year’s census). 1901 saw him living at 4, High Street and employed as 

“Surgeon’s Book Keeper” but as we have seen, he was back at 22 Church 

Street by 1911.  

Charles Wild, who was resident here in 1901, was a native of Bootle. He was 

35 years old in 1901 and lived here with his wife Margaret, 27, and 1 year old 

son George. They also had two domestic servants, both of whom are 

recorded as Nurses. By 1911, Charles was living at Aspinall House, Eccleston 

Street. He was also listed at that address in the 1914 Electoral Roll.  
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24 – 32 Church Street 

These 5 houses appear to have been purely residential with no evidence of 

any commercial activity. 

The only real information I can add for these houses are the extracts from the 

1901 and 1911 census, noting that the houses were numbered differently on 

the two occasions 

24 (11 in 1901) 

 1911 - No occupants were listed  

 1901 - Edmund Rang, a 47 year old Beer House Keeper, lived with wife 

Mary (48) and children Cecil (21), a Watch Frame Stoner, Mary (18), 

Florence (15) Ada (9) and Elsie (6). 

 

26 (9 in 1901)  

 1911 - John Jones was a 50 year old Coal Miner. Born in Mostyn, Flintshire, 

he lived with his wife Margaret (48), children Llewellyn, 18, a Copper Wire 

Drawer, Laura (10) and John (5). His daughter, Mary Elizabeth, also lived 

there with her husband, Thomas Barton 

 1901 – John Nulty was a 38 year old Labourer and lived with wife 

Catherine, also 38, and 3 year old daughter, Mary  

 

28 (7 in 1901) 

 1911 - Charles Dagnall, 52, was employed at the Wire Works as a Labourer. 

His wife, Sarah, was 60. Both were born in Prescot 

 1901 - Charles Dagnall, listed at this time as a Watch Maker, wife Sarah 

and children James (15, a Watch Maker) and Martha (12). 

 

30(5 in 1901)  

 1911 - Mathew Chorley, 24, was a Labourer at the Wire Works. He had 

been married to Mary, a native of Omagh, for less than a year.  

 1901 – Thomas Price was a 28 year old Watchmaker and lived with his wife 

Elizabeth (24) and children Harold (2) and 11 month old Elsie 

 

32 (3 in 1901)  

 1911 - Thomas Dingsdale, 50, was a Labourer at the Wire Works. He was 

widowed and living with him were daughters Margaret (15), Elizabeth (13), 

Nancy (11) and Ellen (8). His wife, Eliza, had died in January 1908. 

 1901 – William George Eaton, 34, was the son of George Eaton (see 

earlier). William was Deputy Sexton at the Parish Church. Married to 

Sarah(34), they had two children Maude (4) and George (1). 
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34 Church Street 

This building is known to most people as either the old Prescot Museum or the 

old Parr’s Bank – yet in between being those two, it was for man years the 

Prescot Branch of the National Westminster Bank! 

David Griffiths was for many years the Curator of the Watch Museum and he 

has provided much of the history which follows, as well we the pictures. 

The current building was built sometime around 1774 and has undergone 

quite a few changes in appearance over the years. For the majority of the 

19th century, it was a private residence. In the mid-19th Century, houses were 

numbered for the first time and what is now Number 34 was originally Number 

1! 

The building became a branch of Parr’s Bank in 1890. In addition to the 

ground floor and basement forming the Bank, the upper floors were probably 

accommodation for the manager. Some changes were made to the 

structure of the building, with the front door moving from the centre of the 

Church Street side to the corner,  

Then in the 1970’s the bank, by now part of National Westminster Bank, 

closed for the last time when it was relocated to Eccleston Street. Within a 

few years, the building became Prescot Museum, having undergone quite a 

few changes, including the moving of the Front Door back to where it had 

been originally and reversion of the side windows to their original shape and 

size.  

In 2012, the Museum closed in these premises and moved into the One Stop 

Shop in Eccleston Street.  

  
 

These images show the Bank before and after it became the Museum 
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Demolition 

As mentioned in a few places throughout this booklet, I have no hard 

evidence as to when many of the Church Street properties were demolished. 

The large council house building program of the 1930’s and 1940’s had 

resulted in a lot of surplus property in this part of town, also in other areas of 

the town centre, and I believe that this resulted in quite a lot of clearance of 

the old Victorian properties, many of which were no more than slums,  

A poor quality aerial photograph dated 1949 shows that Highfield Place, the 

area behind the Eastern side of Church Street, was now waste land but the 

Church Street properties which have been examined in this booklet all 

appear to be still standing. 

It seems likely, therefore, that it was the 1950’s before Church Street 

properties were demolished.  

I would be interested in knowing any more details about any of the properties 

in this booklet, and if you can add anything to the story of Church Street, 

then please contact me at mail@prescot-rollofhonour.info 
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