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Subject: Grade 11 History 
Term: 1 
Week: 8 Lesson Number: 30 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 11.1 Early History of Papua New Guinea 
Topic 3: Traditional trade 
Learning Outcomes: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of Papua New  
    Guinea’s past societies. 
2. Undertake historical inquiry about the prehistory of Papua New Guinea and  
    communicate findings using oral reports or pictorial presentations. 
 

Introduction 
This lesson is based on the topic that we have been going through in class in weeks 
7 and 8. To recap, we have learnt about the types of trade networks, the places 
covered and the goods traded in the past. Also, we have looked at the reasons for 
trade in the past and other trade networks within and outside of PNG back then 
including the Lapita trade. Additional notes on traditional trade are given below. 
 
Instructions 
In your Lecture Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your Handwriting is  
neat and legible. (I will be checking your Lecture Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Copy the information below and answer Practice Exercise number 2. 
 

‘Advantages and disadvantages of trade in the past’ 
 
Trade in the past had both its advantages and disadvantages. This was based on 
the circumstances that the trade occurred in determined by the people involved, the 
timing or the season, the location or environment and the distance involved. 
 
Thus the advantages were; 
a) It led to the sharing of ideas and knowledge on social practices. 
b) It bonded tribe or communities together. 
c) It established long-lasting social relations between trading partners. 
 
The disadvantages, however were; 
a) Trading parties may have been attacked by hostile tribes or by unusual creatures  
    or monsters along the trading route. 
b) Trading parties may have been affected by changing or unusual weather  
    conditions like strong winds, rough seas or bad storms. 
c) Bad social practices like sorcery may have been shared or acquired between  
    trading parties. 
 
Despite these issues, traditional trade has continued on and is still practiced in some 
parts of Papua New Guinea today, this time involving modern goods. 
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Practice Exercise 1 
 
1. If you have the Gr 11 History textbook, then read pages 35 to 40 and answer  
      Activity 3D: Map Interpretation, questions 1-15 in your Lecture Book. Copy the  
     questions and answer them.  
 
2. If you have already completed this activity, then answer these questions based on  
     the resource text given above.  
 
     i). Give two circumstances that determined the advantages and disadvantages of  
         trade in the past. 
 
    ii). Give two advantages and disadvantages of traditional trade. 
 


