
As we wind down 2009, I 
would like to thank each 
and every one of you for 
your support and dedica-
tion to the Broward County 
ARES®/RACES program.   

We have an exceptional 
team for which you are all 
a part.  We are each 
unique, like individual 
snowflakes, yet, working 
together as a team, we ac-
complished things we 
would not have been able 
to accomplish acting alone. 

I am grateful to have the 
privilege of leading such a 
fine group of men and 
women dedicated to Ama-
teur Radio emergency com-
munications.  I am truly 
looking forward to working 
with each of you in 2010. 

 

From Your RACES Officer—Robin Terrill, N4HHP 
I wish to thank everyone in 
Broward County that vol-
unteered to make the com-
mitment that if the whistle 
ever blew for us to activate 
either ARES® or RACES in 
2009 due to a man-made or 
a natural disaster,  that 
you would be there to sup-
port the communications 
needs of our County.  Now 
that the hurricane season, 
from June 1st to November 
30th is now behind us, 
please do not put down 
your guard as man-made or 
natural disasters can hap-
pen any month and any 
time of the year.  We all 

need to keep our skills 
sharp and always be pre-
pared to activate at a mo-
ment’s notice.  

One way of being in touch 
with the ARES®/RACES 
program is to make every 
effort to come to each and 
every monthly meeting 
which is located at Sunview 
Park, 1500 SW 42 Avenue 
in Fort Lauderdale on the 
third Tuesday of each 
month, and by checking 
into the Broward County 
Emergency Preparedness 
Net (BCEPN) which is run 
by Mike Wolf, KI4JRT who 
puts on a great program for 

all our listeners.  Carol 
Sjursen, KJ4AWB our 
ARES® Emergency Coordi-
nator is working extremely 
hard in the presentations 
at our meetings, monitor-
ing the Broward County 
Emergency Preparedness 
Net (BCEPN) and making 
sure that there are excep-
tional programs. 

Last but least, I would like 
to wish everyone a happy, 
healthy and safe holiday 
season and look forward in 
working you again the up-
coming 2010 season. 
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sary impediments to enhanced Ama-
teur Radio communications, such as 
the effects of private land use regula-
tions on residential antenna installa-
tions, and make recommendations 
regarding such impediments; 

 Include an evaluation of section 
207 of the Telecommunications Act of 
1996 (Public Law 104-104, 110 Stat. 
56 (1996)); and 

 Recommend whether section 207 
should be modified to prevent unrea-
sonable private land use restrictions 
that impair the ability of amateurs to 
conduct, or prepare to conduct, emer-
gency communications by means of 
effective outdoor antennas and sup-
port structures at reasonable heights 
and dimensions for the purpose, in 
residential areas. The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall utilize the 
expertise of the ARRL and shall seek 
information from private and public 
sectors for the study. 

What you can do to support HR 
2160 

To support HR 2160 -- The Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications 
Enhancement Act of 2009 -- the ARRL 
is asking its membership to contact 
their members of the US House of 
Representatives with a request to be-
come co-sponsors of this significant 
piece of legislation. 

According to ARRL Regulatory Infor-
mation Manager Dan Hen-
derson, N1ND, "Getting a 
bill successfully through 
Congress is a formidable 
task -- one that is going to 
require the involvement of 
e v e r y  A R R L  m e m -
ber,"  "Working with our 
Washington consulting firm 
Chwat & Co, we are laying 
a dynamic approach that 
will allow us to make our 
case most effectively. We 
have developed a strategy 
to maximize our impact 
when dealing with each 

member of Congress.". 

To ensure that ARRL members' let-
ters are quickly and expediently re-
ceived by Congress, our strategy is to 
ask ARRL members send their letters 
directly to Chwat & Co, Chwat's staff 
will sort the letters by Congressional 
district and hand-deliver them to the 
appropriate House offices, providing a 
direct point of contact with the Con-
gressman and their staff. This per-
sonal contact gives us the chance to 
provide not only letters from constitu-
ents, but information from the ARRL 
on why this legislation is important. 

The ARRL has provided a sample let-
ter (http://www2.arrl.org/news/files/
D e a r M e m b e r s O f C o n -
gressHR2160.doc)for League members 
to personalize and send to their Con-
g r e s s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
"Personalized letters make a better 
impression than a standard form let-
ter or petition," Henderson explained. 
You can find the name and address 
for your Congressman on the ARRL 
Members Only Web page. 

Once personalized, ARRL members 
should send their letter to Chwat & 
Co. using one of three methods: 

 As a signed attachment to an e-
mail 

 As a signed fax to 703-684-7594 

 As a regular letter to: 

A Note From ARRL Vice Director—Jeff Beals, WA4AW 
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Your League membership is more 
than a copy of QST each month, much 
more !!  Your dues support a staff of 
dedicated radio amateurs at HQ in 
Newington advocating for your inter-
ests. Your interests as amateur radio 
operators & the Amateur Radio Ser-
vice. One of the many legislative ini-
tiatives we are working on in your 
behalf is H.R. 2160, The Amateur Ra-
dio Emergency Communications En-
hancement Act of 2009.  

What H.R. 2160 Would Do 

If enacted into law, H.R. 2160 - the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Communi-
cations Enhancement Act of 2009 - 
would instruct the Secretary of Home-
land Security to undertake a study, 
and report its findings to Congress 
within 180 days, on the uses and ca-
pabilities of Amateur Radio communi-
cations in emergencies and disaster 
relief. 

The study shall: 

 Include recommendations for en-
hancements in the voluntary deploy-
ment of Amateur Radio licensees in 
disaster and emergency communica-
tions and disaster relief efforts; 

 Include recommendations for im-
proved integration of Amateur Radio 
operators in planning and in further-
ance of the Department of Homeland 
Security initiatives; 

 Identify unreasonable or unneces-



 John Chwat 

 Chwat & Co. 

 625 Slaters Ln.  Suite 103 

 Alexandria, VA 22314 

If you choose to e-mail your letter, 
please send it as an attachment to the 
e-mail instead of it being the text of 
the e-mail. This allows the letter to be 
easily printed and delivered. Should 
you decide to draft your own letter 
supporting H.R. 2160 instead of edit-
ing the sample, Henderson asked that 
you please remember a couple of 
things: 

 Identify the bill by number and 
title: HR 2160 -- The Amateur Radio 
Emergency Communications Enhance-
ment Act of 2009 

 Keep the letter brief and on 
topic—one page at the most 

 Ask them to consider becoming a 
co-sponsor 

 Thank them for their considera-
tion 

Should you decide not to send your 
letter to Chwat & Co. but directly to 
your Representative, it is still impor-
tant that you send a copy of your cor-
respondence to Chwat & Co. This al-
lows them to discuss accurately with 
the Congressman and their staff the 
amount of support for the bill in each 
individual district. "There is strength 
in numbers," Henderson added. 

Once you have prepared and sent your 
letter supporting HR 2160, your job is 
not over. Feedback is an important 
part of the process. What your Con-
gressman has to say in regards to 
your contact can provide the ARRL 
with important information as we try 
to push our bill forward.  This feed-
back can possibly help us identify po-
tential new support for the bill or a 
weakness in the legislation we may 
need to address. 

When you receive a response from 
your Congressman, please forward a 

copy to the Regulatory Information 
Office at ARRL Headquarters via e-
mail or hard copy to Regulatory Infor-
mation, ARRL, 225 Main St, Newing-
ton, CT 06111. 

"HR 2160 presents the Amateur Radio 
Service with a unique opportunity -- 
but also carries with it the important 
responsibility of making your voice 
heard," Henderson summarized. "HR 
2160 stands as the first step in trying 
to address the long standing problem 
of extending the protections afforded 
Amateur Radio operators under PRB-
1 to deed restrictions and covenants. 
To be clear, passing HR 2160 is not 
going to achieve that goal right away. 
But it will help lay the ground work 
by assessing the impact such restric-
tions have on our ability to train for 
and respond to disasters and other 
emergencies." 

That's all there is to it. Please take 
the time to write your Congressional 
representative & urge them to sup-
port H.R. 2160. Restrictive covenants 
are a major problem to hams in South 
Florida  They severely restrict their 
ability to provide needed public ser-

vice communications & to enjoy ama-
teur radio. Should you have any ques-
tions on this or any other matter of 
concern to you, please don't hesitate 
to contact me. 

Wishing you & your families a won-
derful holiday season, I appreciate 
your efforts in support of amateur 
radio. 

If you have any questions regarding 
HR 2160, contact Jeff Beals, ARRL 
Vice Director, Southeastern Division, 
at wa4aw@arrl.org. 

A Note From ARRL Vice Director—Jeff Beals, WA4AW 

Broward County ARES®/RACES Page 3 

Don’t judge 

each day 

by the 

Harvest 

you reap, 

but by the seeds 

you plant. 

Robert Lewis Stevenson 



out of reach of children. 
 Place non-breakable ornaments, 
ones without sequins or beads, on the 
lower branches. Tie them on with rib-
bon or string instead of hooks. 
 Some plants such as mistletoe 
(and its berries), holly, and poinset-
tias, can also be toxic. Keep them 
away from babies and small children. 
 Avoid using spray-on snow, which 
may give off harmful fumes. 

 Put wrapping paper in the 
garbage immediately after open-

ing presents. Dyes that are 
present in the paper can be 

toxic for small children, who 
may chew on the pieces of 
wrapping paper. 
 Heavy stocking holders 
can be pulled down onto a 
child's head. Keep stock-
ings up high, or use plastic 

hooks to hold them in 
place.  

 

LIGHTS 
 
 Check for loose con-

nections, frayed ends, 
bad electrical sockets 

and plugs, or other 
damaged wir-

ing. Replace 
lights with 
any of these 
problems. 
 Don't put 

more than three strands end to end--
this can cause circuits to burn out. 
 Turn lights off when you go to 
bed. 
 Small, new lights are safer than 
the older, larger bulb style that gener-
ate more heat and dry out your tree 
faster. 
 
TOYS 
 As you finish up your Christmas 
shopping for the children on your list, 
pay attention to the details that may 

make a toy dangerous for children to 
play with. 
 "Think big" when choosing toys. 
Avoid small parts that could be a 
choking hazard. 
 Look for stuffed animals with 
eyes, noses, or other decorations that 
are securely sewn on. 
 Most toys have an age recommen-
dation on the label. Suggest that gift-
givers look for the appropriate age 
level for your child. 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
 "Think big" when choosing toys. 
Avoid small parts that could be a 
choking hazard. 
 Be sure to check batteries in the 
smoke detectors throughout your 
home. 
 Keep a fire extinguisher in an 
accessible place such as the kitchen, 
the room where the Christmas tree 
will be standing, or near a fireplace. 
 Be sure to lock your home when 
you are away. The holiday season is a 
common time when homes are broken 
into. 
 Keep a first aid kit handy in case 
there are any accidents. Also include 
Burnfree dressings and gel.  Be sure 
to have an emergency car kit in your 
car while traveling to and from 
friends and family. 
 Keep your emergency kit near a 
main exit in your home. 
 Have a family evacuation plan in 
place, in case of fire or other emer-
gency. 
 
Being prepared is a valuable gift you 
can give your family this holiday sea-
son. We hope these tips will help 
make your home peaceful and safe for 
everyone. Remember to use common 
sense and think ahead for possible 
dangers that are unique to your fam-
ily. There is always something you 
can do to make your home better pre-
pared and safer for the holidays . 

Holiday Safety Tips 
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It is important during this holiday 
season to remember important safety 
recommendations.  Here are some tips 
for making your home safe during the 
holidays. 
 
CHRISTMAS TREES 
 
Christmas trees can be a major fire 
hazard. We all have a responsibility to 
take precautions to prevent fires in 
our neighborhoods and communities. 
Here are a few basic ideas to keep 
your natural tree fresh and healthy, 
and to protect your family: 
 
 Make sure the water level on the 
tree never drops below the bottom of 
the tree. 
 Make sure your tree is se-
curely fastened to the stand so 
it cannot be easily tipped over. 
 Keep your tree away from 
heat sources such as a 
space heater or fireplace. 
Be sure the tree is also 
placed away from burning 
candles. 
 Keep a fire extin-
guisher in a clearly 
visible place. 
 Avoid placing 
your tree in high 
traffic areas or 
exits. 
 I f  y o u 
choose to have 
an artificial tree, 
make sure it is fire retardant. 
 Discard the tree as soon as it 
shows signs of drying out. 
 
DECORATIONS 

 We recommend you not use tinsel. 
It is easy for children to swallow and 
can get wound around a small child's 
fingers, cutting off circulation. 
 Glass ornaments should be placed 
high on the tree. 
 Smaller ornaments should also be 



The ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communications Course Level 1 class, 
is an introduction to the voluntary 
emergency communication service. 
The ARRL Level 1 Emcomm class is 
also required if you are going to assist 
with emergency communications out-
side of the Broward County area.  
Even if you’re not considering travel-
ling out of the area, you will still bene-
fit by the excellent information pro-
vided in the class. 

Topics to be covered include: 

 Introduction to Emergency Com-
munication 

 The Served Agency Relationship 

 Network Theory 

 Design of Emergency Communica-
tions Systems 

 Served Agency Communications 
Systems 

 Introduction to Emergency Nets 

 Basic Message Handling 

 Net Operating Guidelines 

 The Incident Command System 

 Preparing for Deployment 

 Equipment Choices for Emer-
gency Communications 

 Emergency Activation 

 Setup, Initial Operations, and 
Shutdown 

 Operations and Logistics 

 Personal Safety, Survival and 
Health Considerations 

 Alternative Communications 
Methods 

 What to Expect in Large Scale 
Disasters 

 Hazardous Materials Awareness 

 Marine Communications 

 Other Learning Opportunities 

 Modes, Methods, and Applications 

There is an Emcomm Level 1 class 
scheduled to begin on January 20, 
2010.  The class will run for five con-
secutive Saturdays from 8:00 am until 
12:00 pm.  The certification exam will 
be given immediately following the 
last class on February 20th. 

There is no charge for the class.  Pur-
chasing a book is not required, but 
recommended.  You can purchase the 
ARRL Amateur Radio Communica-
tions Course Level 1 book at the 
ARRL website at www.arrl.org. 

The class will be held at the Davie 
Police Department, 1230 S. Nob Hill 
Road, Davie, FL 33324 which is just 
south of 595 on Nob Hill Road.  If you 
are interested, contact Carol Sjursen, 
K J 4 A W B  v i a  e m a i l  – 
KJ4AWB@arrl.net.  Please put 
“Emcomm Class” in the subject line so 
that your email doesn’t get lost with 
the masses. 

Emcomm Level 1 Class Coming January 20th 
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Upcoming Technician Licensing Class 

If you know of any-
one who may want 
to obtain their Ama-
teur Radio license, 
they will have the 
opportunity to do so 
beginning Saturday, 
January 30, 2010.  
The classes will be 
taught by Rob Frail-
ing, AJ4SB at the 
Davie Police Depart-
ment, 1230 S. Nob 
Hill Road, Davie, FL 
33324. 

The class will run for 
four consecutive Sat-
urdays from 8:00 am 
until 12:00 pm.  The 
FCC licensing exam 
will be given the last 
day of class, Febru-

ary 20th.  There will be no charge for 
the exam.  It is highly recommended 
that students purchase the book 
called The ARRL Ham Radio License 
Manual for the Technician Level 
exam.  The book can be purchased 
locally at Mike’s Electronics, 1069 NW 
53 St., Fort Lauderdale.  Mike’s phone 
number is 954-491-7110 or it can be 
purchased online at www.arrl.org. 

If you know of anyone who would like 
to register for this free class, contact 
Rob Frailing, AJ4SB at 954-701-3966 
or send him an email at Frail-
ing@bellsouth.net. 

 

Congratulations 

to 

Vishnu Singh 

K4VKS 

and 

Judi Fabian 

KI4WDQ 

for passing 

their 

Amateur Extra 

Exam 
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On November 7, 2009 leaders from 
the Southern Florida Section met for 
training at the Port St. Lucie Emer-
gency Operation Center.  Emergency 
Coordinators from eight of the South-
ern Florida counties, along with the 
ARES® Public Information Officers 
and ARES® Training Officers re-
ceived training in areas that will 
benefit our organizations.  This full 
day leadership meeting was hosted by 
Sherri Brower, W2STB, Section Man-
ager along with Karen Briggs, K8KB, 
Section Emergency Coordinator. 

Participants had a full day of sharing 
ideas and brainstorming on how to 
grow our ARES® organizations.  

There were formal presentations as 
well as discussions on public relations, 
dealing with the media and on how 
we’re going to comply with Part 
97.113.  Participants were also given 
an update on the Florida Volunteer 
Database. 

Karen Briggs, K8KB, Section Emer-
gency Coordinator did a presentation 
on “Building Relationships.”  She 
spoke about the two different areas of 
relationships – those with the served 
agencies, and those with the local 
ARES® groups.  She educated us on 
the psychology of why individuals join 
groups and how to keep our members 
motivated after they join.  Karen ex-

plained that if we, as leaders, un-
derstand why people join groups, 
we will have insight which will 
help us to create an ARES group 
that will attract and keep new 
members. 

Sherri Brower, W4STB, Section 
Manager gave a presentation enti-
tled “Stress In Disaster Respond-
ers.”  She defined stress and gave 
examples of critical and chronic 
disaster stressors.  Sherri gave 
examples of how to manage stress 
before the disaster and gave us 
tips for preventing and relieving 
operational stress.  Sherri gave us 
the warning signs that professional 

help may be needed.  
She left us with some 
food for thought – some-
thing to make us think 
what happens when we 
all work together in a 
disaster situation.  She 
said, “We could learn a 
lot from crayons.  Some 
are sharp, some are 
pretty and some are 
dull.  Some have weird 
names and all are differ-
ent colors, but they all 
have to live in the same 
box.” 

David Fowler, K4DLF, 
Section Training Officer, gave a pres-
entation on “Training Resources.”  He 
went over the 
characteris-
tics of a good 
i n s t r u c t o r 
and how to 
maximize the 
educat ional 
experience for 
the student.  
He gave ex-
amples of five 
minute net 
training seg-
ments and 
topics that 
would make 

great presentations at your local 
ARES® meeting. 

Carol Sjursen, KJ4AWB, Broward 
County Emergency Coordinator, gave 
a presentation on “SET Planning.”  
Carol took participants through the 
initial process of getting the stake-
holders together, establishing goals 
and objectives for the drill, deciding 
how results will be measured, the 
tasks that will need to be done and 
who will do them, through the drill 
and ending up with the hot wash and 
debriefing procedures.  She explained 
that the lessons learned would be in-
corporated into future drills. 

It was a full day of education and ca-
maraderie.  Each participant left with 
good information and many ideas to 
bring back to the local ARES® group. 

ARES® Leadership Meeting 
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Public service events allow us to: 

 Practice our emergency communi-
cations skills, 

 Demonstrate our skills to the 
community, and 

 Help out with events so that oth-
ers can concentrate on non-
communications roles. 

With the Winterfest Boat Parade com-
ing up, now is a good time to review 
some dos and don’ts for public service 
communications. 

DO: 

Enjoy yourself.  Amateur radio public 
service is fun. 

Get a clear understanding of the 
needs of the group you are serving. 

Prepare the night before.  Make sure 
your batteries are charged and you 
take spares as needed.  Have a clip 
board with paper and pencils, gas in 
the car, miscellaneous spare parts you 
may need, maps if available.  Know 
where you are going and when you 
must be there. 

Arrive on time the day of the event.  If 

you are not familiar with the occasion, 
allow extra time to get there.   

Inform the communications coordina-
tor if you cannot make the event after 
agreeing to be there.  The sooner this 
is relayed to the person in charge of 
communications at the event, the bet-
ter. 

Introduce yourself to the person or 
people you will be working with at 
your station.  Let them know who you 
are and why you are there.  Stay at 
your post unless you are excused.  
Make sure both the NCS and the offi-
cials you are with know when you 
leave. 

Maintain a courteous, professional 
image at all times during the event. 

Obey the instructions of the Net Con-
trol Station (NCS). 

Know and use your tactical call sign.  
One should be assigned to you. 

Transmit as little as possible!  Silence 
is golden.  Speak as little as possible. 

Be familiar with the operations fre-
quencies and alternate frequencies. 

Make sure the frequency is clear be-
fore making a call.  The channel can 
get very busy during “tactical opera-
tions”. 

At the end of an exchange, identify 
with your own call sign.  This fulfills 
the legal requirement and lets the 
NCS know that you are done. 

DON’T: 

Leave the frequency unless the NCS 
knows.  Always get permission from 
the NCS when you are going to be 
away from your station. 

Offer more than you can deliver.  You 
are NOT there to provide direct emer-
gency assistance.  You ARE there to 
communicate the need for such assis-
tance to proper authorities. 

Handle routine business or commer-
cial communications (this includes 
dollar amounts of pledges, etc.) 

By following these simple dos and 
don’ts, you will be able to provide 
valuable assistance to the public ser-
vice event and everyone can enjoy 
themselves – so have fun!  

Dos and Don’ts for Public Service Communications 
David Fowler, K4DLF—Section Training Officer 
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“Singh – Singh a song; Singh 
out loud; Singh out strong; 
Singh of good times, not bad; 
Singh of happy, not sad; Singh 
– Singh a song; Make it sim-
ple; To last your whole life 
long; Don’t worry that it’s not 
good enough for anyone else to 
hear; Just Singh – Singh a 
song . . .”  This sure does re-
mind me of the lyrics from a 
song the Carpenters made 
famous.  Could they have 
known Singh?  Could they 
have written a song about 
him?  Could their paths have 
crossed? 

Vishnu Singh, K4VKS, has an 
interesting background, which 
certainly included and contin-
ues to include performing.  
Give him a microphone and a 
large crowd and Singh will Singh you 
a song – just like the Carpenters.   

Since the age of 10, Singh has been 
playing the Harmonium, an Indian 
piano-like instrument similar to a 
reed organ.  Singh’s brother plays the 
Tabla, Indian drums consisting of a 
small drum called a Dayan, made of 
wood and a larger drum, a Bayan, 
made of metal.  Give Singh and his 
brother a stage and a microphone and 
they can give you a full evening of 
entertainment.  Singh is very active in 
the Indian community and, along with 
his brother, is involved in Singh-ing, 
performing and MC-ing various shows 
and events across the country. 

Singh has no stage fright or fear.  Be-
ing the center of attention in front of a 
large crowd is fun for him.  He also 
loves adventure and thrill seeking.  
He has a love of roller coasters and 
has conquered the world’s tallest sky-
coaster which stands at over 300 feet.    
Next on the list of things to do is sky-
diving! 

We’re talking about Singh here – but 
that’s his LAST name, right?  Right.  
You see, Singh is a Hindi name which 

means “lion” 
and signifies 
s t r e n g t h , 
courage and 
bravery, so 
it’s not a 
problem for 
him that you 
cal l  him 
Singh.  That’s 
not the rea-
son though 
for using his 
last name of 
Singh rather 
than his first 
name  o f 
V i s h n u .  
Think back to 
middle school 
– remember 
n i c k n a m e s 
that stuck?  

That’s what happened here.  Other 
students started calling him Singh – 
so much that he finally started intro-
ducing himself as such to others. 

When he became licensed and had his 
first QSO, he told the other station his 
name was Vishnu.  The reply came 
back “Vi-WHO????”  A Jersey boy with 
a Master’s Degree, Singh was quick to 
think on his feet.  He remembered his 
middle school days and replied, my 
name is “Singh” which the other sta-
tion easily understood.  So, whether or 
not he is equating amateur operators 
to those with a middle school mental-
ity, I don’t know, and I don’t want to 
know.  Some things are better left 
unsaid. 

Singh’s parents are from Guyana, 
South America.  They left their rural 
farming area and moved to New Jer-
sey where they gave birth to Singh – 
the first in the family to be born in 
America.  Singh comes from a family 
where education is emphasized which 
explains Singh’s insatiable thirst for 
knowledge.  Singh worked as a Certi-
fied Pharmacy Technician which paid 
his way through grad school.  He now 

holds an MBA in Healthcare Admini-
stration.  Using his degree in Health-
care Administration and his phar-
macy background, Singh landed him-
self the “perfect” job which integrates 
his education and experiences in a 
very unique manner.  He works with 
uninsured and under-insured cancer 
patients.  He evaluates their financial 
status as well as which chemotherapy 
meds they are on and then finds assis-
tance programs for which they may 
qualify. 

Singh has always found a fascination 
with radios and communications.  Af-
ter being involved in both the scanner 
and CB hobbies, he felt amateur radio 
was the next logical step. He received 
his license in 2007 and now holds an 
Amateur Extra class license.  He has 
become quickly involved in the hobby 
and can be seen at the local club 
meetings and heard on the local re-
peaters.  He is also actively involved 
in ARES®/RACES.  Almost immedi-
ately after attending his first ARES®/
RACES meeting, he signed up for a 
hurricane assignment!  Way to go 
Singh! 

So, what makes this meat and pota-
toes guy unique?  He doesn’t eat meat!  
For no apparent reason Singh stopped 
eating meat in the 5th grade and has 
never eaten meat again!  What’s even 
more unique about this is that he 
can’t tell you WHY he stopped – he 
just stopped eating meat one day! 

Volunteer Spotlight—Vishnu Singh 
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The November 17th Broward County 
ARES®/RACES meeting was certainly 
an educational one.  Several members 
commented after the meeting that 
this was the best they had ever at-
tended.  It certainly was an exciting 
one.  David Fowler, K4DLF gave a 
very informative presentation on 
ARES® Mutual Assistance Teams. 

David spoke about the current re-
quirements for becoming a part of an 
ARESMAT team – minimum of Em-
comm Level 1, FEMA’s IS-100, IS-200, 
IS-700 and to let your Emergency Co-
ordinator know that you are willing to 
be a part of an ARESMAT team.  
These requirements are quite differ-
ent than days of yore where you just 
showed up on scene as a spontaneous 
volunteer.  David educated us as to 
the basic procedures for activation 
within the state of Florida. 

Sometimes real life stories are better 
than just textbook accounts.  David 
took the time to interview numerous 
hams who have actually been on de-
ployments.  He shared the good, the 
bad and the ugly of these deployments 
so that members who have an interest 
in ARESMAT know exactly what type 
of things to expect.  David also re-
viewed some lessons learned from 
past deployments – who would have 

thought to bring toilet paper and an 
HF radio setup to communicate with 
your home base?  Remember, in a ma-
jor disaster cell phones will most 
likely not be working! 

Our own members shared stories with 
us from some of their past deploy-
ments. 

Bob Young, KC4KME, was one of the 
first on scene following Hurricane An-
drew.  Bob also went on deployments 
in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, the New Hampshire floods 
and the Tennessee tornadoes. 

Bill Rafus, KD4FRB, spoke of deploy-
ments for Hurricane Andrew, deploy-
ments to Cujo Key and to Sanibel Is-
land. 

 

Steve Adams, N4JRW, shared his 
Hurricane Andrew stories with us. 

November Meeting Notes—ARESMAT 
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January Meeting—Rallying The Troops When Disaster Strikes 
The next meeting of Broward County 
ARES®/RACES will be on Tuesday, 
January 19, 2010 at 7:30 pm.  The 
meeting will be held at Sunview Park, 
our normal meeting location.  This 
month’s topic will be Rallying the 

Troops When 
Disaster Strikes. 

Members will 
learn how they 
will be notified 
in the event of a 
disaster, which 

could be any type of disaster, not nec-
essarily a hurricane.  They will learn 
how a local activation turns into a 
state activation and when the ARRL 
would become involved.  Members will 
learn how resources, such as Amateur 
Radio operators are requested and 
tracked through the system and view 
snapshots of EM Constellation, a soft-
ware program used by Emergency 
Management. 

Education’s 

purpose 

is to replace 

an empty mind 

with an open one 
 

-Malcolm Forbes- 



The ARRL will soon be rolling out the 
Advanced EmComm class which will 
replace the retired EmComm Level 2 
and 3 courses.  The title of the new 
course is Public Service and Emer-
gency Communications Management 
for Radio Amateurs.  The ARRL is 
still going through their final reviews 
to see if any changes need to be made 
before the release of this course.  If 
there are no delays, the ARRL is ex-
pecting to launch this new course in 
January 2010. 

According to ARRL Education Ser-
vices Manager Debra Johnson, 
K1DMJ, the aim of the ARRL is to 
“develop professional level courses 
which are widely accepted by other 
organizations for the emergency com-
munication component of Amateur 
Radio.”  The ARRL is raising the bar 
for emergency communications!  
Other agencies will be able to rest 
assured knowing that those who have 
been certified in this new class will 
have met certain very stringent crite-
ria. 

The new course will require that the 
student complete certain require-
ments in addition to taking the online 
lessons in order to receive their course 
completion certificate.  Applicants will 
also need to supply a reference from 
their Section Manager, or his or her 

designee, stating the reason for the 
applicant’s participation. 

At this time, course prerequisites to 
be verified include: 

 An Amateur Radio License 

 Completion of ARRL’s Level 1 
Basic course, and completion of 
the FEMA classes that are back-
ground for this course 

 IS-100—Introduction to the Inci-
dent Command System 

 IS-200—ICS for Single Resources 
and Initial Action Incidents 

 IS-700 – National Incident Man-
agement System (NIMS), An In-
troduction 

 ICS-300 – Intermediate ICS for 
Expanding Incidents (this is a 
classroom class which is highly 
recommended, but not required) 

 

Candidates for the course completion 
certificate will also be required to 
document completion of additional 
FEMA courses that are integrated 
into the Advanced Emcomm course 
curriculum.  These include: 

 

 IS-240—Leadership & Influence 

 IS-241—Decision Making & Prob-
lem Solving 

 IS-250—Emergency Support 
Function 15 (ESF 15) External 
Affairs 

 IS-1—Emergency Program Man-
ager, An Orientation to the Posi-
tion 

 IS-288—The Role of Volunteer 
Agencies in Emergency Manage-
ment 

 IS-244—Developing and Manag-
ing Volunteers 

 IS-120.a—An Introduction to Ex-
ercises 

 IS-130—Exercise Evaluation and 
Improvement Planning 

 IS-139—Exercise Design 

 

All EmComm Mentors and Field In-
structors will need to earn this course 
completion certificate on or before 
December 31, 2010 to continue in the 
role of Emergency Communications 
Mentor or Field Instructor. 

FEMA Independent Study courses are 
offered free of charge.  For a complete 
list of courses, go to: 

 www.training.fema.gov/IS. 

ARRL—New Advanced EmComm Class—Coming Soon! 
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Joey Jet, N4ZUW 

Official Emergency Station 



Broward County Skywarn® Coordina-
tor, Robin Terrill, N4HHP hosted a 
Skywarn® Class on Saturday, Novem-
ber 21st at the Broward County Emer-
gency Operations Center in Planta-
tion.  ARES®/RACES members were 
mesmerized as they listened to Robert 
Molleda, National Warning Coordina-
tion Meteorologist from the Miami 

office of the National Weather Service 
speak about various aspects of the 
weather. Robert also covered what 
Spotters should report to the National 
Weather Service. 

This is South Florida.  We have hurri-
canes, not tornadoes, right?  WRONG!  
Broward County ARES®/RACES 
members who attended the Skywarn® 
certification class know differently! 

Imagine an urban tornado touching 
ground in downtown Miami.  It hap-
pened.  May of 1997.  It’s documented 
in photos.  What about a tornado at 
night – in Bayside?  Those who were 

there in 2005 can verify that one!  Au-
gust 14th, 2008 in Hialeah – you 
guessed it – a tornado touched down.  
May 31, 2009 – Palm Beach Gardens 
experienced a tornado. 

Tornadoes DO happen in South Flor-
ida, so the next time you hear that 
tornado warning, pay attention!  A 
tornado could happen here! 

Broward County 
A R E S ® / R A C E S 
members who at-
tended the Sky-
warn® certification 
class, will not ig-
nore those warn-
ings in the future.  
Instead, they will 
safely look to the 
sky to report spe-
cific observations 
directly to the Na-

tional Weather Service in Miami Flor-
ida. 

With the sophisticated 
equipment, the forecasters 
at the NWS know quite a 
bit, but even the most ad-
vanced equipment can’t ob-
serve what is seen at the 
ground level.  This is where 
the Skywarn® Spotters play 
a big role conveying perti-
nent information directly to 
the forecasters. 

Robert showed numerous 
photos of clouds and other 

weather phenomenon and showed 
videos of tornadoes actually forming 
and destroying homes in their paths.  
Weather is interesting and it certainly 
deserves our respect. 

ARES®/RACES members in atten-
dance included: 

 Fred Davison, KI4RKY 

 Hal Donovan, KJ4NNM 

 Gregory Kohlkof, AI4ZK 

 Rob Lowry, KJ4EMH 

 Rhonda Pitone, KJ4FSH 

 David Praisler, KB4FR 

 Vishnu Singh, K4VKS 

 Carol Sjursen, KJ4AWB 

 Robin Terrill, N4HHP 

 Mel Witte, KJ4FSI 

 Ricki Witte, KJ4FSJ 

ARES®/RACES Members Become Skywarn® Certified 
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Candle Safety Tips for the Holidays  

For additional details, go to http://
www.arrl.org/contest/spev.html. 

If you are a collector of QSL cards, 
this is one you’ll want to add to your 
collection!  A big thanks to ARES®/
RACES member Steve Adams, 
N4JRW for handling all of the details 
and bringing special event holiday 
cheer to members of the amateur com-
munity. 

On Saturday, December 12, 2009 a 
special event station will be in opera-
tion in conjunction with the Winter-
fest Boat Parade from 12 noon local 
time to 10 pm local time. 

The station will operate on 14.250 (20 
meters) and on 7.200 (40 meters) un-
der the call sign W4AB, the club call 
of the Broward Amateur Radio Club.   

Amateurs with a General class license 
or higher are encouraged to make con-
tact with this special event station 
and receive a  QSL card custom de-
signed by ARES®/RACES member 
Josh Adams, N4OSO.  Send your QSO 
information along with a SASE (self 
addressed stamped envelope) to Steve 
Adams, N4JRW.  His address can be 
obtained from www.qrz.com. 

Special Event Station—Winterfest Boat Parade 

U.S. fire departments responded to 
15,600 home structure fires that were 
started by candles in 2005. These fires 
caused: 

 50 civilian fire deaths; 

 1,270 civilian fire injuries; and 

 $539 million in direct property 
damage. 

Overall, candles caused 4% of re-
ported home fires, 5% of the home fire 
deaths, 10% of the home fire injuries, 
and 8% of the direct property damage 
in reported home fires. 

Details from the U.S. Fire Admini-
stration’s National Fire Incident Re-
porting System show that in 2002-
2005: 

 On average, one home candle fire 
was reported every 34 minutes. 

 More than half of all candle 
fires started when some-
thing that could burn, such 
as furniture, mat-
tresses or bedding, 
curtains, or decora-
tions, was too close 

to the candle. 

 In one-fifth (20%) of the fires, the 
candles were unattended or aban-
doned. 

 Almost two-fifths of home candle 
fires begin in the bedroom, al-
though the candle industry found 
that only 13% of candle users 
burn candles in the bedroom most 
often. 

 December is the peak time of year 
for home candle fires. In Decem-
ber, 13% of home candle fires be-
gan with decorations compared to 
4% the rest of the year. 

The top five days for home candle 
fires were Christmas, Christmas Eve, 
New Year’s Day, New Year’s Eve, and 
Halloween. 

If you do burn candles, make 
sure that you...  

 Blow out all candles 
when you leave the 

room or go to bed. 
Avoid the use of 

candles in the bed-

room and other areas where people 
may fall asleep. 

 Keep candles at least 12 inches 
away from anything that can 
burn. 

 Use candle holders that are 
sturdy, and won’t tip over easily. 

 Put candle holders on a sturdy, 
uncluttered surface. 

 Light candles carefully. Keep your 
hair and any loose clothing away 
from the flame. 

 Don’t burn a candle all the way 
down — put it out before it gets 
too close to the holder or con-
tainer. 

 Never use a candle if oxygen is 
used in the home. 

 Have flashlights and battery-
powered lighting ready to use 
during a power outage. Never use 
candles. 

 

Volunteers are still needed 
for the parade. 

If you are interested in 

helping out, 

Contact 

Robin Terrill, N4HHP, 

Winterfest Communications 
Chairman 

Email:  
N4HHP@comcast.net 

Phone:  954-249-5343. 



Carol Sjursen, KJ4AWB 
ARES® Emergency Coordinator 
Newsletter Editor 
KJ4AWB@arrl.net 
954-803-6338 (cell) 
 
Robin Terrill, N4HHP 
RACES Officer 
Skywarn Coordinator 
N4HHP@arrl.net 
954-249-5343 (cell) 
 
Mike Wolf, KI4JRT 
BCEPN – Net Manager 
BCEPN01@gmail.com  
954-993-1256 (cell) 

Join the BrowardCountyARES 
Yahoo Group at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
BrowardCountyARES/ 
 
Broward County Emergency 
Preparedness Net 
Every Wednesday    7:00 pm 
146.910 MHz      -600      PL 110.9 
 
Monthly Meeting 
3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30 pm 
Sunview Park  1500 SW 42 Ave. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33317 
 
FEMA Independent Study (FREE) 
www.training.fema.gov/IS 
 
Take the following classes: 
IS-100; IS-200; IS-700 

Broward County ARES®/RACES Information 
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Christmas begins 

about the first 

of December 

with an office party 

and ends 

when you finally realize 

what you spent, 

around April fifteenth 

of the next year. 
 

- P J O’Rourke 
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