
Next we will do the ceremony of receiving the three treasures.  These, in fact, are
the first of the sila. I tell you over and over that the meaning of sange is not to
say, "I have done bad things, and I will not do anymore bad things."  Therefore you
can see that the meaning of sange is very different from the meaning of the English
word "precept" which is often used to translate it.  To do sange, or Buddhist 
repentance, means to vow to manifest a new self.  It isnÕt as if just by doing 
sange you have been forgiven for everything.  You have to actually manifest a new 
self.  
So now I will stand in the place of the Buddha and give you the three treasures, 
but the meaning of receiving the three treasures is that you must vow to actually 
put the three treasures into practice.  
(Gives the three treasures)
The teaching of Buddhism says that although you might vow to practice the three 
treasures, not matter how much you vow to practice them it simply is very difficult
to transcend your human perspective.  This practice is just difficult for people, 
and so, in order to help you to really put these treasures into practice, to the 
extent that you transcend the human point of view, Buddhism gives the five sila. 
When you have practiced the five sila, at that one moment, at that one instant, 
then you have truly completed sange practice.  Then you are free from every sin.  
Then you are liberated from every sin you have ever committed.  I will now stand in
the place of Buddha, and read the five sila for you.  So letÕs now do the ceremony 
of receiving the five sila.  
(After the five sila have been given)
I would like, at this point, to be allowed to say a few words.  I was just saying 
that it is very, extremely difficult to transcend the human point of view.   To 
transcend the human point of view, however, is all that is really needed.  If you 
could do only that it would be enough.
However, as I just said as well, the moment you have totally manifested the five 
sila then you are already manifesting a new self.
The teaching of Buddhism however says that if you think that manifesting a new self
is all that you need to do, then you are mistaken.  That is not all that you need 
to do.  What I am asking you to do is to receive the sange, Buddhist repentance 
practice, without misunderstanding it.  When you truly manifest a new self then, 
unfailingly, the heart of great compassion arises.
As I always tell you the heart of Great Compassion is the heart of the truly loving
mother.  The fatherÕs love is also the heart of Great Compassion.  
It doesnÕt matter how many children a mother has, she might have five hundred 
children, and among those five hundred children there may be some crippled ones, or
some deformed ones, but it doesnÕt make any difference to the mother.  She loves 
them all equally.  Buddhism says that true motherly love is the kind of love in 
which the mother, even if one of her children is very idiotic, will never abandon 
that child.  She always sees that child as adorable and loves it.  There is no 
thought in a truly loving mother such as, "The reason why I will help this person 
now is that maybe later he will help me in return.  Maybe later this will become 
some benefit to me."  Mothers do not think that way.  
This kind of love is called Mahayana love, the Great Vehicle love.  On the path to 
manifesting Mahayana, Great Vehicle Compassion you must study the three Mahayana 
sila.     
So please do gassho, and letÕs all vow to practice the practice of manifesting 
Mahayana love.  
(Reads first Mahayana sila)
Absolute self means dissolving the "I am" self.  A mother, without being attached 
to anything like "I am," loves and raises her children, and through that activity 
dissolves herself.  That is Mahayana love.  The moment the "I am" is dissolved 
already true Mahayana Great compassion has been manifest.
It seems as if the people of this country have a very difficult time understanding 
no-self.  I have also taught in Europe.  I have been to Europe more than ten times,
and it seems the Europeans also have no idea what no-self really means.  According 
to Buddhism true love is only manifest when no-self is manifest.  That is the only 



way to manifest true Great Compassion.  Buddhism further says that it is only 
through that kind of activity of true love, the activity of no-self that true peace
will come. 
(After the three sila are read)  Do you vow to keep these sila? Soken replies, 
ÒYes!Ó   It is actually very difficult to keep these sila, but please try your 
best.  Break your bones in your effort.  No-self is the true self.  This means you 
should manifest the complete, perfect self.  The "I am" self is always the 
incomplete, imperfect self.  You can make an enormous amount of money, or even 
become the president, but that is still the imperfect "I am" self.  
It has always been said that to study Buddhism, and especially to study Zen is 
appropriate for the leaders of society.  Everyone must become a leader.  If not 
then true peace will not come to this world.  
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The End


