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The Problem
Many people in Utah lack access to 
good transportation options. While 
the majority of Utah’s more than 
3 million residents live along the 
Wasatch Front and enjoy access to 
FrontRunner, TRAX, and bus service, 
more than a fifth of Utah’s residents 
live beyond the Wasatch Front and 
lack adequate public transportation 
options.

* According to the American 
Automobile Association.

290
How many hours Americans
spend on the road annually.*

$8,849
How much Americans spend a year

to own and drive a car.*

23
Utah counties not served by
the Utah Transit Authority.

The Solution
Imagine — if Utah had a better rail 
system — how residents might save 
money, time, and improve their overall 
quality of life.

“As a business owner, I need Utah 
to be competitive. To recruit talent 

from out of state, sustainable transit 
options are crucial.”

“As a USU student, I would love to
go home for a weekend to SLC

and have time to get my
homework done.”

“I love Moab, but traffic is terrible 
down there. All I need for a
weekend getaway is my bike

and my luggage — on a train.”

“In our small town, we don’t have 
many options for medical care, but 

those options open up if I can
get to a city by train.”

LinkUtah
LinkUtah is a transportation 
initiative introduced by the Utah 
Rail Passengers Association — the 
first phase of which would bring 
state-sponsored Amtrak service 
to Utah connecting Salt Lake City 
and the Wasatch Front north to 
Logan, southeast to Grand Junction, 
and southwest to Cedar City with 
intermediate stations. Motor coach 
service would connect Cedar City 
to Saint George and Green River to 
Moab. Frequency is envisioned to be 
at least three round trips per day on 
each segment. Capital costs would 
be minimized by using existing Union 
Pacific freight infrastructure with 
Amtrak as the operator — as is done 
by 18 other states. The initial phase is 
summarized by the map on the next 
page.

Subsequent phases of LinkUtah could 
expand passenger rail service into 
neighboring states and connect to 
cities such as Las Vegas, Reno, Boise, 
Idaho Falls, and Denver via Cheyenne.

Subsequent phases of LinkUtah could 
also expand bus service within Utah to 
provide basic transit service to all of 
Utah’s 29 counties.

To help us LinkUtah, please support 
the Utah Rail Passengers Association 
with a financial donation or reach out 
to get involved. Our goal is to fund a 
comprehensive study that will guide 
the next steps to fully linking Utah with 
sustainable transit options.
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LinkUtah Initial Phase Passenger Rail Map
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2020 Sponsorship Prospectus

We welcome you to support sustainable transportation in Utah by supporting the Utah Rail Passengers Association.

Annual Sponsorship Benefits:
For a minimum of 365 days, organization’s logo displayed and recognition given in the following ways: 
• In the sponsors section of the Utah Rail Passengers Association website.
• At events lead by Utah Rail Passengers Association.
• In presentations given by Utah Rail Passengers Association.
• At tabling performed by Utah Rail Passengers Association.

Annual Sponsorship Levels:
• Platinum $100,000+
• Gold $50,000+
• Silver $25,000+
• Bronze $10,000+

The higher the sponsorship level, the more prominently the logo will be displayed. Only sponsorship level will be 
mentioned. Dollar amounts will not be shown.

$100,000 Budget for 2020:
• $55,000 Salary and payroll expenses
• $15,000 Travel
• $10,000 Events
• $10,000 Business expenses
• $10,000 Reserve

Primary goal for 2020:
•  Have a bill sponsored in the 2021 General Session of the Utah Legislature that would allocate $3 million in 

funding to study the implementation of state-sponsored Amtrak service as envisioned in the LinkUtah Initial 
Phase Passenger Rail Map. In preparation for the bill and subsequent study, Utah Rail Passengers Association 
will travel extensively throughout Utah in order to build local support with the goal of obtaining resolutions 
of support from the city councils and county commissions/councils in which the LinkUtah proposal would 
operate.

Secondary goals for 2020:
• Support the efforts of the national Rail Passengers Association.
• Encourage people to travel by Amtrak and in general by rail, public transit, bicycling, and walking.
• Assist local organizations in promoting sustainable transportation.

About the Utah Rail Passengers Association

The Utah Rail Passengers Association works to promote the broader diversity of transportation options for residents 
of and visitors to Utah by educating citizens and policy makers about available transportation options. LinkUtah is a 
transportation initiative introduced by the Utah Rail Passengers Association that would bring state-sponsored Amtrak 
service to Utah connecting Salt Lake City and the Wasatch Front north to Logan, southeast to Grand Junction, and 
southwest to Cedar City with intermediate stations. Motor coach service would connect Cedar City to Saint George 
and Green River to Moab. Frequency is envisioned to be three round trips per day on each segment.

Mike Christensen, MCMP, CNU-A, AICP Candidate
Executive Director
Mike@UtahRPA.org
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https://utahrpa.org/
https://utahrpa.org/link-utah
https://utahrpa.org/link-utah
https://www.railpassengers.org/
https://utahrpa.org/
http://linkutah.org/
mailto:Mike%40UtahRPA.org?subject=
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Mike Christensen, MCMP, CNU-A, AICP Candidate
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mike has been employed as the Executive Director of the Utah Rail Passengers Association since 
its creation in 2018. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Geography from Brigham Young University, 
a Graduate Certificate in Geographic Information Science from Northwest Missouri State 
University, an Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Sustainability from the University of Utah, 
and a Master of City and Metropolitan Planning from the University of Utah. Mike is a member of 
the American Planning Association, Congress for the New Urbanism, WTS International, Strong 
Towns, and the national Rail Passengers Association. He currently serves on the board of the Utah 
chapter of the Congress for the New Urbanism and on the board of the national Rail Passengers 
Association.

Mike claims Malad City, Idaho, as his hometown and has lived in Utah since 1999 and in Salt Lake 
City’s Rose Park neighborhood since 2003. An avid transit and bikeshare user, Mike got rid of his 
car in 2017 and hasn’t looked back. Since GREENbike launched in 2013, he has logged more rides 
and miles than any other annual member.

Grant Allen, MCMP
DIRECTOR
Grant has been on the Board of Directors of the Utah Rail Passengers Association since its 
creation in 2018. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Urban Planning and a Master of City and 
Metropolitan Planning from the University of Utah. Grant is a member of the American Planning 
Association, Association for Pedestrian and Bicycle and Professionals, Rails to Trails, the League of 
American Bicyclists, and the Utah Society for Environmental Education.

Grant claims Highland, Utah, as his hometown and currently lives Salt Lake City’s East Liberty Park 
neighborhood since 2013. An avid photographer, Grant likes to get out and photograph the beauty 
of Utah and spend time with his wife and son.

David Mann
DIRECTOR
David has been on the Board of Directors of the Utah Rail Passengers Association since its 
creation in 2018. He holds an Associate in Science from Santa Rosa Junior College and a Bachelor 
of Science in Urban Planning from the University of Utah. While at the University of Utah, 
David served as Vice president of the American Planning Association (APA) Planning Student 
Organization chapter. David has worked as a professional planner for the City of South Jordan 
since 2013 and is a member of the American Planning Association.

David claims Santa Rosa, California, as his hometown, has lived in Utah since 2008, and currently 
resides in West Jordan with his wife and five children. David enjoys traveling and learning about 
the local art, architecture, and history of a place.




