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FROM THE EDITOR      March 2015 
Welcome to Wittenham Ways’  Spring 2015 issue.  It’s a wonder 

how we lived without  modern technology! The last few weeks 

has seen articles for Wittenham Ways travel through the ether to 

and from Australia, Qatar and here at home. Thank you to every-

one for their co-operation and support.  2015 sees a change to the layout of the 

magazine and new colourful advertisements .  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Liz Jones for her help over the 

last few years writing articles and distributing the magazine to households in 

Little Wittenham. Thank you Liz! Is there anyone who would be willing to take 

over from Liz please? It would mean writing a few words three times a year and 

either the same person or someone else to take the magazine to each house? 

Fingers crossed! On a similar note as this is my fifth year as Editor, is there any-

one willing to take over please for 2016? My vintage and craft interests are tak-

ing more time as well as the uncertainty of being called away. Do give me a call 

or email wittways@longwittenham.com.  

 

The Benkes have left The Old Stables and we welcome Liz and Martin.   

 

Parish Councils elections are coming in May! There are vacancies which need 

filling—need I say more!  The Parish Council also needs a new Clerk.  

 

May I wish everyone a happy and 

healthy time this summer, let’s 

hope the weather is kind to us all. 

The Editor reserves the right to 

edit articles submitted for inclu-

sion, for length, grammar and con-

tent. Opinions expressed do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the 

Editor. 

 

Anne Byard  (01865 407168) 
wittways@longwittenham.com 

 

P.S. I am still happy to collect  

prescriptions from Clifton Hamp-

den surgery.  
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I would like to start this article by saying a big “Thank you” to 
the Parish Council for filling in the large holes in the drive 
leading up to the Church gate between Harald’s workshop and 
Church Farm. It has long been a source of embarrassment to 
me to go out to meet a hearse before a funeral and watch them 
negotiate between the holes, or to meet brides arriving for 
their wedding and seeing them try to avoid walking in the 
large puddles. The work has been carried out very sensitively, 
keeping to the original shape of the path and is now looking 
very good. 
 
In recent weeks the Bishops of the Church of England have 
stirred up righteous indignation in certain sections of the Press by issuing a pastoral letter 
about the forthcoming General Election. Their statement has been followed by the leader of 
the Roman Catholic Church in England, Cardinal Vincent Nichols saying much the same 
things. 
 
A lot of hot air has been generated and phrases taken out of context to justify a particular 
stance. How many times have you heard it said that Christianity, the Church, or more 
broadly, religion and politics do not mix? You may remember Alistair Campbell’s comment 
in the Blair years that “We don’t do God”. 
 
The former South African president P W Botha is said to have warned Archbishop  Des-
mond Tutu “against distorting ‘the true message of Christ’ by bringing the Church’s spiritu-
al power into the ‘secular’ struggle against apartheid”. Martin Luther King wrote from his 
prison cell in Birmingham, Alabama of his disappointment that some Christians had not 
supported the demonstrations against racial injustice because they viewed it as a “social 
issue, with which the gospel has no concern.” 
 
It was the Christian beliefs of William Wilberforce which led him to lead a political cam-
paign in Parliament for the abolition of slavery in this country in 1833. Even so there are 
those who advance the view that religion should keep out of politics. I am not one of those, 
I firmly believe that religious belief does have something to say to the world of politics, 
something about justice, mercy and compassion, our attitudes to the poor and needy and the 
outcasts of society and our love for our neighbour. I support the right of Church leaders to 
offer support for, or arguments against, Government policy. 
 
What our Church Leaders are saying is that there was a hard won fight to give everyone the 
right to vote and you need to use that vote to vote for the candidates you believe to be offer-
ing the policies you believe in. It may be that you find it difficult to find a candidate who 
thinks exactly as you do, so look for the “best fit”. As the Bishops’ Statement says, "Unless 
we exercise the democratic rights that our ancestors struggled for, we will share responsibil-
ity for the failures of the political classes. It is the duty of every Christian adult to vote, 
even though it may have to be a vote for something less than a vision that inspires us." 
 
David Haylett 
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Baptisms:  

13 December 2014:  Dylan Peter Collins 
           Ernestine Faye Collins 
1 March 2015: Freddie George Maynard 
 
Marriages:  

29 November 2014: Philip and Lesley (nee Young) Cole (Blessing of Mar-

riage) 
14 March Gwilym Owen and Hannah Clark  
 

Funerals: 

9 December 2014: Catharine Amy Witney (Burial of Ashes) 
11 December 2014: David Charles Lay 
24 February: Jan Lester (Memorial Service) 
 

Put your talents to good use! 
St Mary’s Church is at the centre of our village life and is much loved by our community 
especially when it comes to special services such as Christmas and Easter, and family 
events such as baptisms, weddings and funerals. It’s an ancient historic listed building and 
it does require a lot of looking after – so we’re after some volunteers to help keep it in 
shape! 

Can you help? 
We know there are lots of great skills in the village and we want to set up a list of people 
who are prepared to offer their services to keep the church in good order and help out with 
events. 
You don’t need to be a regular church-goer and it won’t involve a big time commitment – 
maybe once or twice a month or a couple of times a year for some jobs, as well as one-off 
ad-hoc tasks that crop up from time to time.  
 
Jobs are likely to include electricals, general DIY, sewing, building maintenance and car-
pentry. In addition, we’re keen to hear from anyone who would like to help with con-
certs, book sales, and the annual Church fete and from anyone who could join the 
church locking/unlocking rota.  
We also urgently need volunteers to join the flower arranging rota and the regular church 
cleaning rota to make sure our  church is well-cared for and welcoming to the village 
and visitors alike.  
If you’d like to offer your skills and join the list, please contact the Churchwarden, Beth 
Chesney-Evans on 01865 408011, email bethchesneyevans@googlemail.com. 
 

 

mailto:bethchesneyevans@googlemail.com
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Village Round Up           

 

MOBILE LIBRARY : DUE TO PARKING ISSUES 

THE MOBILE LIBRARY NOW CALLS AT PENDON 
MUSEUM on alternate Thursdays between 

10am and 10.20am. A full calendar is available 

on the village website. Upcoming dates are: 

2nd, 16th, 30th April, 14th and 28th May, 

11th and 25th June, 9th and 23rd July  Happy reading!   
 

DOCTORS SURGERY RUN: The following people kindly offer their  

services to take you to/from Clifton Hampden surgery.  

 

Mrs Sawers (French’s)  407515  
Mrs McCreight (The Old Farmhouse) 407958 

Mr Bishop (21 Westfield Road) 407227  

Lynn Parker (Little Wittenham)  07799 882062 

 

Users pay a small fee to the driver. If you would be happy to help take 

people to/from the surgery please contact the Editor on 01865 407168.  

 

WITTENHAM WI Looks back over the year 

The WI year runs from March onwards, when we hold our 
AGM.  This year we must express our thanks to the current 
Committee, and especially to our hard-working President, Isa-

bel Henderson, for all their efforts.  In this Centenary Year for the WI national-
ly, we can look back over a successful year of varied activities, in which 
Wittenham celebrated it`s 700th meeting (no, we`re not really that old....) 
  
Presentations at our meetings have ranged from an exceptionally well-attended 
talk on the "Great British Bake-Off" with Christine Wallis (we`ve asked her to 
give a Christmas cookery demonstration this year!) to a look at Modern Mid-
wifery  with our own Liz Nightingale, to the fascinating story of the Changi 
Quilts with Barbara Hately.  We`ve learned all about Tea with Stephen Kitching 
from the Wallingford Tea and Coffee shop, and will mark in April  the anniver-
sary of the outbreak of World War 1 with a look at the largely unacknowledged 
role played by women.   
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Village Round Up  
 

We thank Ruth McCreight for hosting a de-
lightful June garden meeting with Pimms and 
Plants at The Old Farmhouse, where we enjoyed 
her lovely garden, and we learned more about 
the life of  local figure Sue Ledger, director of 
the award-winning Wallingford Choirs.   

       

We  continue our support for County Events, 
especially theatre outings and talks.  Highlight of 
the speakers for many was the hugely well-
attended (non-political - he talked mostly about 
trains!) event with Michael Portillo.   County 
Outings  continue to attract good numbers. We 
joined a fresh and interesting trip to the Muse-
um of Docklands and Canary Wharf, where 

lunch was taken in the cosmopolitan atmosphere! Other visits included one to the 
beautiful Flower Festival at Hereford Cathedral, and the Jewish Museum and 
Camden Market - a bit of an eye-opener...... As far as our own outings are con-
cerned, we  look forward to a new venture, the trip to Ladies Day at Ascot, and to 
the possibility of more theatre outings which Dinah Perkins has kindly taken in 
hand.  We also made a pleasant visit to Aston Pottery, with tea to follow, and in 
August members had a guided tour of Oxford Town Hall, seeing the old County 
Courtroom, the Medieval Crypt, and the Council Chamber as well as the Oxford 
Museum collection.  On a beautiful Spring-like day in February members and part-
ners met up for sociable a Valentine`s Lunch at the Home Sweet Home at Roke.   
In early December, we had a Christmas shopping trip to Winchester to the Cathe-
dral Christmas Market, made jointly with Lunch Club.  There are plans for a fur-
ther joint  Autumn outing in 2015 - watch this space!  
  
All the above reflect a vibrant and busy WI with much to say and do– rumours 
that we  too are to enter into the world of creative writing  (50 Shades of Grey?) 
will one WI recently are wildly exaggerated now: where did I put that jam jar?   
 
Jane May, 01865  407680, janedmay@btinternet.com  
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Village Round Up  

Wittenham Vision provides a great basis for the Neighbourhood Plan 
 

In 2009, the village participated in a Parish Plan survey, which provided the impetus for 
Wittenham Vision and spawned a number of active groups looking to improve and devel-
op the quality of living for people in Long Wittenham. The appearance and sustainability 
group remain very active organising regular events to improve the appearance of the vil-
lage such as planting at the Pound, keeping litter at bay as well as one off events such as 
the bulb planting in the verges which heralds the start of Spring each year. The Litter Pick 
has now become part of the annual calendar and that owes particular thanks to Clifford 
Bosley. Ideas such as the possibility of harnessing hydro electric power at the Weir have 
been thoroughly researched (thanks to Paul Rallings). The project proved to be technical-
ly unworkable but this research was a helpful part of understanding what is possible in 
our area.  
 
Many of the larger projects such as a new community hub and the quest for a footpath to 
Clifton are being actively pursued by small steering groups looking to find their way 
through the myriad of issues that have to be addressed by large projects such as a new 
footpath or village hall.  
 
The Wittenham Events list has proved incredibly popular and allows anyone who has 
subscribed, immediate access to events happening in the village or surrounding areas. (To 
subscribe, email welcome@wittenhamvision.com). Thanks to Andy Mortimer for his 
continued management of the list and associated emails which require daily monitoring. 
He continues to look for ways to improve this service and is working with the Parish 
Council to develop a notice board that can post some of the notifications that don’t fall in 
to the category of events but might be of interest to locals.  
Many of the annual events that we now take for granted, emerged from consultations that 
happened during the Wittenham Vision process. The Fun Run and the Bonfire for in-
stance and more recently the Good Neighbours Group not to mention the fabulous jubilee 
celebrations which saw 600 people seated for lunch along the High Street. 
 
Now that Neighbourhood Planning has come in to being, it will build on the considerable 
research and knowledge that Wittenham Vision has provided and move forward to estab-
lish a document that carries far more weight than its predecessor, the Parish Plan. 
 
The Parish Council are leading the Neighbourhood Plan process and will be working with 
members of Wittenham Vision to ensure that any duplication of activity is minimized. 
This process will also involve consultations with surrounding villages and  with the in-
creased new housing to the North of Didcot, the possibility of a quarry at Culham and 
large waste facility planning applications continuing to rumble on the Sutton Courtenay 
site, it is even more important that we work together to establish our wishes for this area.  
 

 

 
 

mailto:welcome@wittenhamvision.com


9 

 

Village Round Up  

A new and more specific survey which builds on our knowledge to date will be carried out 
as part of the Neighbourhood Plan, and the final decisions will be ratified by a referendum 
involving the whole village. This is a further opportunity for you to have a say in what hap-
pens in your village.  
 
Wittenham Vision is therefore handing the baton on to the Neighbourhood Plan. The re-
maining funds will be returned to the Parish Council and then allocated to village groups to 
purchase items that can benefit the whole community. Please direct further questions to the 
Parish Council. clerk@longwittenham.com 
 
 
 

Clifton Hampden Surgery Patient Participation Group 
December 2014 - January 2015 News 

The recent survey questionnaire was returned by over 10% of registered 
patients who gave a very positive response on the way in which the Practice 
operates and deals with patients. 
Patients who wish to be registered as carers and qualify for a carer grant of 
up to £600 should apply to Carers Oxfordshire. Only three grants are cur-
rently available and details on how to apply are available at the Surgery. 
The “ Friends & Family” patient consultation system is in operation at the 
Surgery and reporting cards are available at Reception after all appoint-
ments. The on-line appointment and prescription renewal system is working 
well but appointments with a nurse still need to be made by telephone. 
Following some further welcome donations, there is now a good prospect of 
the proposed defibrillator being installed outside the Surgery early in the 
New Year.  
We hope that the Practice website will soon include useful information on 
where to go for treatment for minor ailments (e.g local pharmacies), minor 
injuries (e.g local hospitals) and other medical issues requiring specialist 
clinics, Any patients with medicines within their use by date can hand them 
in to the Surgery for recycling to third world countries where they are really 
needed. 
All older patients need to remind themselves of the risks from influenza and 
arrange to have an immunisation jab if not already done. . 
Any questions for the PPG on non-clinical matters, should be referred to 
Chris Dupond or Roger Mitchell by email at  
christopherdupond@btinternet.com or  rogermmit@aol.com .  

mailto:clerk@longwittenham.com
mailto:christopherdupond@btinternet.com
mailto:rogermmit@aol.com
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Village Round 

Up 
 

 
 

Twinning News - Spring 2015  
Welcome to the latest update from the Long Wittenham—Thaon village  

Twinning Team! Firstly some key dates for your diary:  

 

25th April  Twinning Cheese & Wine—Village Hall  

8-10th May Twinning visit to Long Wittenham  

Twinning Cheese & Wine We would like to invite you to join us for 

some cheese and wine in Long Wittenham Village Hall on 25th April 

from 7 to 9pm.  

 
This promises to be a fun social evening—including French wine, French 

cheese and  pate and even some French Music! We will also be giving a 

short update on the village twinning activities, as well as information re-

garding the visit of the French families in May. There will be no charge 

but a donation contribution will be welcomed.  

 

The French visit Long Wittenham! We are looking forward to the 

visit of a group from our twinned village, Thaon in Normandy, to Long 

Wittenham from 8-10th May 2015.  We are expecting perhaps 30 

people to visit and we hope to have confirmation of their numbers in 

the coming weeks. These visits are a lot of fun, and it's a great way for 

you and your family to get speaking French (although no language skills 

are required!).  Over the years many good friendships have been 

formed from these twinning visits.  There are various events organised 

across the weekend including a group trip to Oxford for a range of ac-

tivities for different age groups, and a dinner in the village hall for all par-

ticipants on the Saturday evening.  

 

If you are interested to host a French family or would like to be in-

volved, please let us know.  
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Village Round Up  
 

Volunteers needed for village sewing bee! 
 

If you’ve ever been to a lecture, concert or 
service at St Mary’s Church in Long 
Wittenham, you’re probably well aware that 
sitting for long periods in the hard Victorian 
wooden pews can be a bit uncomfortable to 
say the least…. 
 
So, in order to make the church more 

welcoming, attractive and comfortable for worshippers and visitors alike, 
we’ve decided the pews need some nice, comfy cushions – and we need 
your help! 
 
We’re planning to set up a regular ‘sewing bee’ at the village hall over the 
next few weeks to make the cushions (there are rather a lot of them!) and 
we’re looking for volunteers to help take on the job.  
 
The idea is that people will bring their own sewing machines – we’ll 
provide cushion foam and materials but if you’d like to sponsor a cushion 
yourself that would be very welcome! We’ll provide tea, coffee and 
refreshments and it’ll be a chance to have a good old chat and make new 
friends as well as contributing to a very worthy cause. 
 
You don’t need to be an expert sewer – just a willing volunteer! If you’d 
like to be part of the sewing bee, please contact the Churchwarden, Beth 
Chesney-Evans, on 01865 408011 or email 
bethchesneyevans@googlemail.com for further details. 
 

. 

mailto:bethchesneyevans@googlemail.com
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Village Round Up 
 

Did you know? It is now possible to order your locally sourced fruit 

and veg on-line? Cultivate, based at Earth Trust Little Wittenham, 

now has an on-line shop www.shop.cultivateoxford.org  

   
Village Spring Litter Pick 

 

The Spring Litter Pick has been organised for Saturday morning of 11th April. 
As always we are looking for as many volunteers as possible. We do hope that 
those of you who have been involved with previous picks will be happy to help 
again, but we will also be very pleased to see new faces. 
 
We will be starting from the village hall at 10.00am. Jackets for all sizes, pick-
ers and sacks will be provided.  Gloves and wheelbarrows will be very useful if 
you can bring them. 
  
If you have a particular area of the village you would like to concentrate your 
picking efforts on please let me know beforehand and that will be arranged. 
 

 If you are not able to come but do know where tidying, in unseen areas within 
the village, is particularly necessary, please let me know and I will ensure the/
those area(s) receive attention. 
 
Otherwise we look forward to seeing many of you at the village hall on the 
morning of the 11th. Refreshments will be available in the hall during the morn-
ing. 

Also for your diaries; the Autumn Litter Pick date 3rd October. 

Didcot CAB is now open on Wednesday mornings 

Didcot CAB offers a drop in service 5 days a week.  From 4th February we will 
be open on Wednesday mornings. Our opening hours are as follows: 
  
   Monday       10.00am – 1.00pm  1.30pm – 4.00pm 
   Tuesday       10.00am – 1.00pm  Closed 
   Wednesday  10.00am – 1.00pm  Closed 
   Thursday      10.00am – 1.00pm  1.30pm – 4.00pm 
   Friday           10.00am – 1.00pm  1.30pm – 4.00pm 
 
Didcot Citizens Advice Bureau is located in “Dales”, 9-15 High Street. 
We can also provide information on most issues over the phone. Our phone number is 
as follows:           03444 111 444 
                       Monday – Friday 
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WTTTENHAM LUNCH CLUB 
 

Lunch Club is held on the third Thursday of each month at 
1.00pm in the Village Hall.  You pay £1 to join and then £3.00 
each time you come to lunch.   
 
If you are new to the village or maybe recently retired, why not come along and 
join us.  It would be a good opportunity to meet old friends or make new ones. 
 
We do have a few vacant places.  Just ring  June Woodage (407900) for further 
information. 
 
If you are a member we remind you that you need to ring us on or before the 
Monday morning prior to lunch club if you are NOT coming on a particular 
date. 
 
Our Christmas Lunch was held on SUNDAY 14th December. Everyone enjoyed 
this lunch as usual. We a Christmas Raffle in aid of the Ebola Crisis and  sent 
off a cheque for £200 this year. 
 
We have unfortunately already cancelled our June lunch.  However our usual 
afternoon tea will be held  on Thursday 11th June at 3.30pm (in the Harr isons 

garden if weather allows) otherwise in 
the Village Hall.  This tea will be free 
and we will be asking members to con-
firm whether or not they are able to 
attend as we will need to know correct 
numbers for catering purposes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharman Roofing 
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing  

specialist 
 

Tiling, slating, leadwork, gut-
tering and fascias, new builds, 

re-roofs, 
extensions and sheds 

 
All work considered 

 
For a free no obligation quote 

call Mark on 
07979 791075 

www.sharmanroofing.co.uk 
msharmanroofing@gmail.com 
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Long Wittenham CE Primary School 

 
We ended 2014 with brilliant performances from all our pu-
pils in their Nativity Play performed by our infants and the 
Key Stage 2 performance of Pinocchio and a very successful 

Christmas Market organised by our Parents’ Association. We are very grateful 
to the community of Long Wittenham who support our events. The fundraising 
carried out by our Parent Association have enabled us to buy new tablets to 
enhance our computing skills in the new curriculum. 
Our youngest pupils continue to go to Forest school and head out into the 
woods with lots of enthusiasm each week – whatever the weather!  
We offer a range of Afterschool clubs and one of the most popular is our Let’s 
Get Cooking club. This club exists thanks to the commitment of parent volun-
teers and each week the aromas of delicious food weaves its way around 
school! 
Drama workshops for KS 1 have taken place and were based on the Jungle and 
Rainforest. This meant the children were well prepared for their visit to the Liv-
ing Rainforest near Newbury where they saw the sloth creeping overhead as 
well as many other fascinating plants and creatures. 
We saw the Oddments theatre group give brilliant performances of stories from 
The Bible including Jonah and The Whale and Daniel in the Lions’ Den. 
Our Year 6 pupils are always very busy; they have visited Abingdon Hospital for 
their IMPS (Injury Minimization programme) where they learned more about first 
aid and what happens when you have to visit a hospital. They also continue to 
run our junior branch of The Newbury Building Society which encourages chil-
dren to save. It also develops the Year 6 cashiers valuable work and life skills 
as they have to manage the branch each week. 
Year 6 pupils joined with our youngest reception pupils to go to the International 
Day at Didcot Girls’ School where they “visited” a number countries trying out a 

range of crafts and other 
activities. 
We have a small number 
of spaces for pupils in our 
current Year 1 and Year 4 
year groups (and we may 
be able to find spaces for 
Year 3 and 5). Please con-
tact Ellie, our administrator 
if you wish to know more. 
Office.3233@long-

wittenham.oxon.sch.uk                 

Tel 01865 407850 

mailto:Office.3233@long-wittenham.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Office.3233@long-wittenham.oxon.sch.uk
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Good Neighbours Group 

The Group meets once a month on the first Thursday and aims to  
provide a friendly and relaxed environment for everyone to chat and 
become better neighbours. Maybe you would like some support or  

advice or maybe you have time to help someone else – they might be 
just next door. 

Join us for tea or coffee, delicious cakes and good 

company. 

Long Wittenham Village Hall 

from 2.30- 4pm 

For more information please contact: Janet Haylett 407382 or Steve 
Brown 407589 

Comings and goings in Little Wittenham 
 

Alex Newman and her family moved out of the village and moving to 
Little Wittenham were Robert and Flick Moorhouse and Mary, Marcus 
Walczak and family. 
 
Future event 
The Little Wittenham Fete will be held on Sunday 28th June 12-4pm. 
This is held once every three years in the Manor Estate. Like last time 
there will be an auction of quality items towards the end of the day. If 
you have any items for the auction please contact Ian Jones on 
07801627156.  Liz Jones  
 
Thank you to Liz for her most valued support writing articles and distributing 

Wittenham Ways to every house in the village for many years. Editor 
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 Village Round Up  

 
News from Bodkins 

 

The end of another season is in sight. The first 
team are currently on a seven match unbeaten 
run in the league that has seen us rise to fourth 
place.  Which realistically is the best we can 
hope for now. We have relinquished our hold 

on the North Berks Cup, losing in the quarterfinals to a very good Ber-
insfield side. The highlight of the season to date has been reaching 
the quarter finals of the Berks and Bucks FA Intermediate Cup where 
we lost 1-2 to Wokingham and Emmbrook.  
 
Although we lost we gave a good account of ourselves and North 
Berks football as Wokingham play in The Hellenic League Division 
one which is step six in the FA Pyramid opposed to our Step 7.  
 
The Reserves have been a very young side this season but have 
played some good football and have a good league position and are 
waiting to play one cup quarterfinal and one semi-final. We have high 
hopes for them.  
 
The club has had its FA Charter Standard Club status renewed for 
another year making us one of the few North Berks clubs to have this 
recognition from the Football Association. The criteria for this aims to 
ensure that clubs are well run and that this can be substantiated. It 
includes everything from club admin to first aid facilities on match 
days. 
 
We are proud of this achievement but in order to maintain this and 
continue to move the club along we do need a few willing volunteers 
to join our Management and Football committees.  
 
Please contact Derek Meadham on 01865 407882 or Bill Symonds 
01865 407202 for any information regarding the Athletic Club. 
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Oxford University Archaeologists in Long Wittenham 
 
In late January and early February Adam McBride, a doctoral stu-

dent in archaeology at the University of Oxford, organised a geophysi-
cal survey of two small fields in Long Wittenham with the assistance 
of William Wintle. Both fields are owned by the Earth Trust and con-
tain known crop marks suggesting Iron Age and Roman settlement. 
Adam, and his supervisor Professor Helena Hamerow, are hoping to 
identify high status Anglo-Saxon settlements within these crop mark 
complexes. 

The geophysical survey measured the magnetic field above the sur-
face of the fields. From these measurements it is possible to identify 
archaeological features. For instance, black lines may indicate ditches 
or foundation cuts, while black circular features could be pits. In the 
example below the survey has detected a set of rectangular enclosures 
defined by boundary ditches. This provides a more detailed view of 
these enclosures than crop mark photographs. 

 
Adam McBride and Michael Byard performing the geophysical survey  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      
            Rec-
tangular 
enclosures 
detected by  

             geophysical survey  
 
Also assisting Adam in his survey 

was Alicia van Ham-Meert, an MSc student from Oxford, and Long 
Wittenham resident, Michael Byard. 

 
It is hoped that further areas of Long Wittenham will be surveyed 

in the future and this may lead on to a programme of small test pits in 
selected areas.  
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EASTER LILIES FOR ST MARY’S CHURCH,  
LONG WITTENHAM. 
 
If anyone would care to make a donation towards the  
cost of Lilies for St Mary’s Church over Eastertide,  
please contact June Woodage (407900) or leave your  
contribution at 2 Saxons Heath, Long Wittenham.    
This could be a contribution in memory of a loved  
one or just a donation to the Church. 
 
The flower arrangers pay for their own flowers  
throughout the year but Easter is a much more  
expensive time so any help would be much  
appreciated. 
 
Our list of arrangers is dwindling fast so if you are interested in having a go, or if 
you are a flower arranger please do contact June and we will welcome you with 
open arms.  You only have to have an interest in flower arranging as we do not need 
over the top arrangements, merely something which will give you pleasure in doing. 
 
Many thanks.  June Woodage 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF JANICE LESTER 1945 - 2015 

 
Jan and Bill met some 30 years ago when Bill had 3 children and Jan had 
two boys.  Jan moved to Westfield Road in Long Wittenham and they all 
lived together with Bill and Jan bringing up the children as one family.  Bill 
and Jan had 10 grandchildren between them. The children all called Bill 
Grandad and Jan Nan. 
 
Before her retirement Jan was a Secretary at Northfield School, Oxford. 
 
Jan was a great help to Bill with his duties running the Athletic Club and she 
also helped out with Bingo for the Village Hall committee and became a 
very valued member of the Lunch Club committee.   She was also a member 
of the Didcot Volunteer Service helping in the office a great deal and driving  
people to the JR and other places where required.   
 
 Sadly her health deteriorated over the last 5/6 years but she still helped as 
much as she felt able.  All through her illness Jan never complained even 
though she coughed almost continually for at least five years.   
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If Jan was in the room with you there was always a happy atmosphere and 

we had great laughs during our pre-lunch meetings.  

 

Sadly Jan had a stroke on 20th January and was admitted to the JR where 

she was given great care but sadly died suddenly on 2nd February. 

 

Despite our age difference Jan was one of the best friends I have ever had 

and she will be greatly missed by all her family and friends. 

 

Bill and family have asked that I thank everyone who attended Jan’s service 

in the Church for the cards, messages and letters of sympathy received. 

Also to say how much they appreciated all the support they have had from 

the Village.  

 

£300.00 was donated to The British Heart Foun-

dation.  This would have pleased Jan so much as 

she had such good treatment for her heart condi-

tion over the years.             

 

 June Woodage. 
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DAVID LAY     
22 March 1930 – 22 November 2014 

 
David had lived in Long Wittenham all his life.  His father, Charles, had tak-
en over the tenancy of Church Farm in 1913 and David joined him on leav-
ing school, raising beef and growing corn until retirement in 1990. David 
loved the outdoor life and enjoyed his daily walk round the village  until last 
Summer when his health deteriorated.  He especially enjoyed walks by the 
river and going up the Clumps. 
 
In his youth he had played for the village football team and his brother, 
Richard, remembers happy times swimming in the river with their friends. 
David learnt to shoot with the cadet force and target rifle shooting became 
his life-long hobby.  He was Berkshire Champion in 1965 and shot for the 
county.  He was also an accomplished ballroom dancer (we met at a Victor 
Silvester dance!) and in later years, when the Oxford Ice Rink opened, he 
learnt ice-dancing. 
 
David took great pride in the achievements of Michael and Jackie and loved 
the company of his five grandchildren. At his funeral service Katie, our 
youngest grandchild, said ‘Grampy always kept me company when just he 
and I were in the room and even when he lost his memory I always knew in 
his heart he remembered me and loved me dearly.  I will never forget him 
and I’m sure he’s safe up there with God and his Son Jesus.’ Her brother 
Edward remembered going walking with David:  ‘We passed some of the 
fields that Grampy used to farm and he was recalling some of his memories 
when both Mum and Mike were helping him out.  He complimented Mum 
on her skill at reversing the tractor and trailer more times than I could count! 
This is the man I will always remember, someone that was kind, mild and 
happy.’ 
 
 Our thanks go to the Rev David Haylett for taking the service and all those 
made donations in David’s memory. As a result, £290 was sent to the Alz-
heimer’s Society and £451 was given to St. Mary’s Church.  We would also 
like to thank everyone who sent messages of sympathy and tributes to Da-
vid: we were touched and comforted by all the kind words.  
 
Pat and family  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
 
From the Chairman: This May will be my fifth anniver -
sary as chairman of the parish council, and I’ve chosen this 
time to step down, and hand over the reigns to someone new.    
I’ve really enjoyed contributing to the village over the last few 
years, and with an excellent group of councilors, and great 
support from Julie and more recently Dee as clerk.   Two 
years ago my job moved to Leatherhead, and I travel a lot of 
the time on top of that, so together with home life with three 
teenage kids, I really feel I need to make more time for them, 
and so the parish council has to be my sacrifice, but I know the village has lots 
of talented people who will take the village forward.   
 
Looking back, I feel proud to have fought the village’s corner against the Did-
cot NE development, to improve our bus service, and to improve the traffic in-
frastructure, lobbying for a new bridge over the Thames.   I guess my frustra-
tion is the feeling that we lose most of the battles we fight, as district and coun-
ty councils have already made up their mind what they want, and in my view 
they don’t really listen to what local communities want, sadly. 
 
On a more positive note, we have created new facilities in the village, like the 
sports facilities at Acklings, the resurfacing of Northfield Lane, and there has 
been a huge effort to create a new community hub, which is still ongoing.  It is, 
however, so frustrating that we haven’t been able to acquire the land we want-
ed.   We are currently working on our Neighbourhood Plan, which is being led 
by Peter Rose and will allow everyone to have their view on how the village 
develops over the next 30 years, and I do believe we will get our village hub 
one day, with a new school with proper sports facilities outside, and a bigger 
village hall, with shop, café and car park.  We may have to accept a small 
amount of new housing to help finance it, but that will be your choice, as a ref-
erendum is needed to approve the plan. 
 
Personally I have wanted us to create a new circular walk linking us to Clifton 
Hampden, and I hope one day this will happen. We still need to get consent 
from the local farmers to allow us access rights over the island to the Thames 
path.  This is also the challenge with the cycle path to Clifton Hampden - there 
is the will from the council and support from SODC and OCC, and I hope my 
successor will be able to reach agreement with the landowners to move this 
forward. 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
 

So whilst I don’t think we have achieved some of the major projects I would 
have liked to have done in the last five years, I take satisfaction in having creat-
ed a environment of openness and collaboration with other village groups that 
I’m not sure always existed before.  I  
hope I leave the council in a stronger position than when I joined, and I think 
we are more inclusive, better at communicating and more proactive.   
 
I hope in later life, when I’ve finished paying off the mortgage, and have got 
the kids through their next stages in life into adulthood, I can cut back on work, 
and give more time to the village again.  If you are reading this and you’ve just 
retired, and want to put something back, I would strongly recommend it.  We 
have a great team on the council and I’d like to thank them all for their support 
over the last few years. 
 
Tom Bowtell 

 
Update on the Neighbourhood Plan 
Work on Long Wittenham’s Neighbourhood Plan is now progressing, and over 
the next few months there will be another open meeting and a survey of all 
households to enable the Parish Council to finalise the plan. 
 
A Neighbourhood Plan allows communities to determine their own future.  By 
creating the plan, which is legally binding, we can specify how we would like 
to see facilities, infrastructure and housing develop in the coming years. More 
specifically, we will be able to specify the future location and number of any 
future housing developments in the village, rather than leaving this in the hands 
of developers. Other small villages have had speculative developments of sev-
eral hundred houses, which will be avoided if we create our own plan. The final 
plan will be put to a referendum, and if a majority approve the plan, it will be-
come part of the district council’s local plan.  
 
Since the autumn of last year, the Neighbourhood Plan steering committee has 
been working hard preparing the ground work, which includes an extensive 
sustainability scoping report which provides the context for the plan. The steer-
ing committee also wants to get as many views from residents, both of the pro-
posals we already have, but also current unidentified needs and is developing a 
survey to achieve this. Oxfordshire Rural Community Council is providing pro-
fessional help with this work. 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
Most residents are aware of the work of Wittenham Vision (their survey took 
place five years ago) which identified your needs, as well as ideas for improve-
ments to the village.  
 
Several of these have been achieved, but one of the main proposals, the village 
hub, is still under negotiation (The village hub proposes a new school with larg-
er playing fields, a larger village hall, a shop and potentially cafe on one site).  

 
The new Neighbourhood Plan wants to build on Wittenham Vision but also 
identify new needs that have become apparent over the last five years.  
In the consultations undertaken so far, the problems that have been identified 
have not changed much since Wittenham Vision.  These include traffic flow, 
parking, need for less expensive housing, broadband and the village hub.  

Another open meeting is planned and there will be a household survey in late 
spring. The survey will ask for your views on the current issues and needs of 
the village to help improve our community. It will also ask your views on pro-
posals that are being drawn up to enable progress on the village hub.  

There is still great enthusiasm for the facilities provided by a village hub - for 
example, improved village hall, a shop and facilities for home workers as well 
as ensuring the long term future of our school and better outdoor sports facili-
ties. However, we know there is frustration that little progress has been made 
on this recently. One reason for this is that there is a funding gap to achieve all 
that we want from the hub. Consequently, there may need to be compromises 
or acceptance of new housing to accompany the hub to ensure completion. 

These are important issues in the development of Long Wittenham so please 
make your views known either at a Parish Council meeting, to the individuals 
involved or through the survey later in the year. 

Vacancy—Clerk to Long Wittenham Parish Council  

The Parish Council is seeking a home-based Clerk to work 5.5 hours per 

week and to attend the monthly Parish Council meetings with are held in the 

Village Hall.  

The role requires general administrative skills including compiling the monthly 

agenda, taking Minutes and implementing decisions reached. Financial accounts 

are maintained separately by the Financial Officer.       Continued…/ 
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The new post holder will need to work flexibly in accordance with varying 

workloads. The annual salary is £2,935 (SCP21 £10.261) based on 5.5 hours a 

week.  

 

The closing date as been extended. For more information please contact the 

present Clerk, Dee Small on 07733 223833 (evenings) or email 

clerk@longwittenham.com  

 
 
 
 
 
News from your District Councillor  
 
Two consultations are taking place at the moment which I would 
encourage you to have a look at, “the South Oxfordshire Local 
Plan Refined Options” 19

th
 February to 2

nd
 April, and the “Science 

Vale Issues and Scope Consultation”  27
th
 February to 17

th
 April. 

 
This is my last article for Wittenham Ways; I am stepping down 
from the District Council at the elections. I have really enjoyed my 
time serving as your District Councillor; of course there have been 
disappointing and frustrating moments when things have gone 
against the best interest and wishes of the community, despite 
everyone’s efforts. However, the energy and enthusiasm of so 
many in the community, not least the Parish Council, is to be ad-
mired. Also, the determination to ensure the village and the sur-
rounding area is kept a very special place to live. 
 
I will look with great interest as your plans and aspiration evolve, 
thank you very much for allowing me the 
privilege to be play my part for the last 8 
years. 
 
Celia Collett 
District Councillor 
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BACHPORT  

Burcot and Clifton Hampden for the Protection of the River 

Thames—Campaign progress 

Update from Bachport: LAA Calculations and New Road  
Bachport has been hard at work resisting the gravel pit and finding out 
more about the proposed new road that, interestingly, has implications 
for the gravel pit. 
The need for a new gravel pit, and the rate and extent to which the Ox-
fordshire countryside will be dug up in the future, is a function of two 
official numbers: how much gravel is available in quarries now (the land 
bank) and how much gravel will be needed in the future (the Local Ag-
gregates Assessment, LAA). If the land bank divided by the LAA is less 
than 7 years then a new gravel pit is needed.  
You would think that both numbers would be very straightforward to 
calculate and agree but you would be wrong. Both are subject to inter-
pretation, adjustment and influence. A continuous discussion/battle has 
been on-going for many years between Oxfordshire County Council 
(OCC), the quarry companies and local environmental groups about the 
correct value of the LAA for Oxfordshire. The answer really matters. 
Currently, there is a 42% difference between two different methods of 
calculation of the LAA, which is the difference between having a large 
new quarry in South Oxfordshire or not. 
A special OCC meeting on Tuesday 24 March is being held to agree the 
LAA. Under the banner of OXAGE (Oxfordshire Against Gravel Extrac-
tion), eight environmental groups from across the county have worked 
together to make the case for a lower LAA. We have two clear and com-
pelling arguments: the OCC method of calculation is complex and 
flawed whereas ours is simple and aligned with government policy; and 
crucially, and we think fatally, OCC 
have failed to consult with commu-
nities on the LAA while they have 
had extensive consultations with 
the quarry companies. OCC have 
not followed their own guidelines 
on community consultation.            

Continued…/ 
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Continued from page 23 

Hopefully we will convince OCC, as we have done before. 
 
The potential for a new road and river crossing has caused considera-
ble interest in the community, with various routes being speculated 
upon. Now the people who really decide such matters are also draw-
ing lines on maps. OCC have commissioned Atkins to do a feasibility 
study of new road routes between Didcot, the Culham Science Cen-
tre and onwards, bypassing Clifton Hampden. They will not reveal 
details at this stage but we are led to understand that four different 
routes are being considered and two will be brought forward for 
public consultation sometime after the election or in the summer.  
If the preferred road route crosses the proposed quarry then it 
means that a band of land across the quarry cannot be dug for grav-
el. This, together with the protection of the land surrounding the 
Scheduled Ancient Monument, means that the economics of this site 
are further compromised and will extended the delay of any planning 
application for the quarry. 
 
A word on timing. A line on the map for a new road could be drawn 
and agreed upon this year. It will then have to compete for funds 
with all other road schemes across Oxfordshire as well as nationally. 
At an estimated cost of £50 million, it is unlikely this road will be built 
for another 20 years. 
 
More information about the Bachport campaign and the opportunity 

to join hundreds of others in signing the online petition is available 

on http://bachport.uk  

Keep in touch 

Email: bachport@btinternet.com  

Website: http://bachport.uk 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/bachport    

Twitter: http://twitter.com/bachport247 

http://bachport.uk
mailto:bachport@btinternet.com
http://bachport.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/bachport
http://twitter.com/bachport247
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Family Easter Egg Hunt, Sunday 29th March 

2015, 11am-2pm, The Plough, Long Witten-

ham : The Long Wittenham Pre-School Family Easter 

Egg Hunt will be held on Sunday 29th March 2015, at 

The Plough, Long Wittenham (by kind permission of 

Kim and Liam). Starting and finishing in The Plough gar-

den, the Egg Hunt clues will take you down to Acklings 

Field (where we hold our Forest School) and back 

again. To complement the Egg Hunt there will be face 

painting, egg and spoon races, a raffle, tea and cake stall 

and more! £2.50 per child, adults are free. The Plough 

will be open serving delicious home-cooked food and 

country ales - please book early! 

 
Nearly New Sale, Saturday 18th April 2015, 10am-12noon, Long Witten-

ham Village Hall: Long Wittenham Pre-School is holding a Nearly New Sale of 

top quality baby and children's clothes (0-7 years), toys, games, equipment and ma-

ternity clothes on Saturday 18th April 2015, from 10-12 noon. £1 entry (per adult, 

free for children). There will also be a cake sale of delicious homemade cakes and 

biscuits. Please remember that early birds always get the best bargains! 

 

If you want to make some extra cash, support the Pre-School, and your house is 

full of baby and children's things (0-7 years) that are good as new, contact us for 

details about selling at the sale. Sellers will keep 70% of the sale price of all items 

sold. If you would like to donate items to be sold at the Nearly New Sale, please 

do get in touch and we may even be able to arrange collection! 

 

Information, please email Claire  nearlynew@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk 

 

Open Day – Long Wittenham Pre-School Sunday 14 June 2015 10am-

2pm: Long Wittenham Pre-School invites you and your child to an Open Day on 

Sunday 14 June, from 10am until 1pm to see Pre-School in action, meet the staff 

and find out what the Pre-School can offer your child. Consistently rated ‘Good’ by 

OFSTED (last inspected January 2015), Long Wittenham Pre-School has spaces 

available for 2-5 year olds from September 

2015. Funded places are available for all 3-5 

year-olds and for eligible 2 year-olds. 

Based in the village hall, Long Wittenham 

Pre-School has been at the heart of village 

life since 1970 and has close links to Long 

Wittenham Primary School.   

 

 Continued page 28…/ 
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It provides a safe, fun and nurturing environment for children, and is run by an experi-

enced and well-qualified team. The small size of sessions (maximum 24 children) allows 

children and staff to build good relationships, and creates a friendly Pre-School commu-

nity that parents/carers are actively encouraged to join in with. 

 
A wide range of activities are on offer, both inside and outdoors, including popular For-

est School sessions (weekly) at the Pre-School’s own woodland site. Children have the 

opportunity to climb trees, make dens and mud pies, plant trees and flowers, hunt for 

mini beasts, and look after Dorothy the Dragon who guards the Forest School site. 

Sessions offer a wide range of different activities often linked to a theme chosen by the 

children such as pirates, things that grow and hibernation. Recently, the children en-

joyed celebrating Chinese New Year, during which they made a Chinese dragon, 

learned how to do a dragon dance and enjoyed authentic Chinese food. 

When children start at Pre-School, staff work closely with parents to ensure they settle 

in at a pace that suits them. Good communication continues between staff and parents 

throughout their time at Pre-School, to ensure that their child is happy and feels well 

prepared to move on to ‘big’ school when the time comes. 

If you can’t make the Open Day please contact Vicky Archer, Pre-School Manager, who 

will be happy to arrange for you to visit at another time. 

Long Wittenham Pre-School, Village Hall, High Street, Long Wittenham, OX14 4QH 

Tel: 01865 407417 vicky@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk 

For more information please visit www.longwittenhampreschool.co.uk 

mailto:vicky@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk
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Cookery Corner  
with Sarah Wells  of Cordon Bleu Cooking 
Thai food is a favourite of mine, and I hope you will en-
joy this simple supper dish which can be served with 
steamed jasmine rice or noodles. 
 

Thai Coconut Prawns 
Ingredients 
450g raw prawns (shells removed) 
2 tbsp oil 
2 tsp coriander seeds 
half tsp black peppercorns 
half tsp mustard seeds 
2 cloves garlic, cut into slivers 
3 shallots, chopped 
1 tsp freshly chopped lemongrass (from a tube or jar is fine if fresh is not availa-
ble) 
1 tsp grated fresh ginger 
1 red chilli, finely chopped (optional) 
150ml water 
2 tsp lime juice 
110g creamed coconut 
fresh coriander, chopped, to garnish 

 
Rinse the prawns in cold water & dry on kitchen paper. Cover & refrigerate. 
Heat a small, heavy based frying pan, add the coriander seeds & peppercorns, & 
cook, stirring, until lightly toasted. Grind in a spice grinder or with a mortar & 
pestle, & set aside. 
Heat the oil in a large frying pan & when hot, add the mustard seeds. As soon as 
they begin to pop, add the garlic & shallots. Fry until the shallots are lightly 
browned & add the ginger, lemongrass & chilli (if using). Stir & add the water, 
ground spices & lime juice plus a pinch of salt. 
Bring to the boil, simmer for five minutes, then add the prawns and stir until they 
just turn opaque. Stir in the creamed coconut, and serve with a good sprinkling 
of fresh coriander. 

 
Cordon Bleu Cooking -  a local service for all your catering occasions.   Tel: 
01865 407538/ 07721 609600. 
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SPRING/SUMMER IN THE GARDEN – WITH GARDENJEN 
 

Spring is in the air – buds are swelling and everything is beginning to 
burst into new life! There is lots of activity with bird’s busy nesting and 
plants starting to grow really quickly now that the warmer weather is 
coming – but be vigilant and look out for any late frosts that may occur 
– listen to the weather forecast – covering any vulnerable plants that 
may be in danger of frost damage.  

 
April 

 Prune early flowering shrubs 
 Spray roses against black spot. 
 Stake perennials before they get too large 
 Trim grey leaved shrubs to keep them bushy. 
 Divide perennials 
 Feed lawns. 
 Give fruit trees a feed with potash. 
Feed azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias and all acid loving plants with 
sequestrian iron. 
 
May 

 Take softwood cuttings of shrubs 
 Shape up box hedges and topiary 
 Sow French beans and runner beans in late 
May 
Take softwood cuttings from fuchsias and hydrangeas. 
 
June 

 Mow lawns regularly 
 Deadhead any flower heads that have gone over. 
 Plant out summer bedding 
Sow some fast growing annuals such as clarkia and ca-
lendula. 

 
July 

 Summer prune wisteria 
 Plant Autumn flowering bulbs 
 Feed hanging baskets and patio pots every week. 
Pick sweet peas regularly to keep new buds forming. 
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Searching for a top quality new or used vehicle?  
 
Wanting to get the best price and the most im-
pressive service? 
 

Then look no further than Auriga Vehicles! 
 
 I will secure the best deal available 

 I have a wealth of knowledge and experience 

 My clients are always completely satisfied 

 I offer an efficient, reliable and above all, personal service 

 Advice on currently available finance options 

 Assistance with the selling of your present vehicle 

 Presentation of all possible alternatives on the current market 

 MOT’s, servicing, repairs, valeting, collection and delivery 

   So why would you go anywhere else? 
Tel: 07782 269911          Website: www.aurigavehicles.co.uk 

 Email: kevin@aurigavehicles.co.uk 
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April   

2nd Good Neighbours Meeting Village Hall 2.30-4pm 
11th Litter Pick Village Hall 10am  

14th WI Meeting What Granny Did in the First World War 7.30pm 

16th Lunch Club Village Hall 1.00pm 

18th Nearly New Sale 10am-12noon Village Hall  

25th Twinning Cheese & Wine—Village Hall  

 

May 

7th May Good Neighbours Meeting Village Hall 2.30-4pm 

8-10th Twinning visit to Long Wittenham  

9th May Fair Long Wittenham School 12– 2.30pm 
12th WI Meeting Resolutions & Bring a Kitchen Treasure 7.30pm 
21st Lunch Club Village Hall 1.00pm 
 

June 

4th Good Neighbours Meeting Village Hall 2.30-4pm 
9th WI Meeting 
11th Lunch Club Afternoon Tea 3.30pm 

12th Helena Hamerow: The Origins of Wessex, Wallingford Museum 
14th Long Wittenham Pre-School Open Day 10am-2pm 

28th Little Wittenham Fete  12-4pm Manor Estate 
 

July  

2nd Good Neighbours Meeting Village Hall 2.30-4pm 

14th WI Meeting 

16th Lunch Club Village Hall 1.00pm 

 

August 

6th Good Neighbours Meeting Village Hall 2.30-4pm 
11th WI Meeting  

20th Lunch Club Village Hall 1.00pm 
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Ian Campbell McDougall  
6th January 1921—27th January 2015  

 

Long time residents of Long Wittenham will remember Ian McDougall who lived 

in the High Street and reared his family there . Ian Campbell  McDougall, (ICM)

Foreign Correspondent with the BBC for 27 Years, consistent contributor to 

“From our Own Correspondent”(Radio 4), presenter of “Six Continents” (Radio 

3) and filed around 1,200 reports to Radio 4, the World Service and other BBC 

Stations.  At the age of 60, he became Editor and Presenter of Six Continents on 

Radio 3. This programme was based on analysis of news from the communist 

world and the Middle East. He was the youngest correspondent the BBC ever 

appointed.  

 

Born in Wakefield where his father Dr John Bowes McDougall, CBE, MD, FRCP, 

FRSEd was at the time Medical Officer of Health for the West Riding. Later he 

was an international authority on tuberculosis. Ian McDougall’s mother was Sa-

rah Purdy Sheperd of the Isle of Man. For her work as a VAD on overseas ser-

vice in the World War 1, she was mentioned in despatches. ICM and his wife, 

Elizabeth Thornton, were married in 1953 at Mombasa, Kenya. They had three 

children (Mark died in an accident in Kazakhstan 1998), Anya and Marina. There 

are also three grandchildren. Elizabeth is the daughter of the late Dr and Mrs 

C.V. Thornton of Kenya, where she herself lived until her marriage. Ian’s young-

er brother (The late Colin McDougall, MD, FRCP) was an international authority 

on leprosy to the study of which he made many contributions in the course of 

his widespread travels. ICM was educated at Uppingham School (1st XI cricket 

team. Winner of Harmon and Nettleship prizes and Magadalen College, Oxford. 

(President of Ox. Univ. French Society 1940. MA degree in modern languages. 

He spoke German, French, Italian and Russian).  

 
War Service 1941-1946. Captain, Intelligence Corps. Active service with 8th Ar-

my in Mediterranean  theatre. While attached to American IV Corps after the 

battle of Cassino was among the first allied troops to enter Rome. Agence 

France – Presse, Paris. 1947-1948. BBC. 1948 until retirement in 1981. When 

sent to the Paris office in 1949, ICM was the youngest Foreign Correspondent 

ever appointed by the BBC. His long-term assignments included Paris, Vienna, 

Berlin, Africa, Far East, Belgrade, Bonn and Brussels. He estimates that during his 

27 years as a Foreign Correspondent he sent home some 1200 reports to Lon-

don. After nominal retirement in 1981 at the age of sixty, ICM stayed with the 

BBC and became Editor and Presenter of Six Continents on Radio 3 until early 

1988. This programme was based on analysis of news from the communist world  
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and the Middle East.   
 

Finally, retiring from the BBC after almost 40 years, he became a tutor and 

lecturer at Oxford University’s Department for Continuing Education – 

later named Kellogg College. He specialised in East European and especially 

Russian politics and history. He reviewed books on the subject for the Tab-

let. From 1995 onwards, he was also a guest lecturer in Russian itself on 

passenger ships plying the northern canals and rivers, teaching approxi-

mately what he taught at Oxford.  

 

ICM was the author of twelve books, seven of which are novels published 

under the pen name of William Fennerton. After final retirement he pub-

lished one more novel – Getting Matushka Out – under his own name. His 

four other books, under his own name, are about two crisis areas he visit-

ed (Germany and Africa), his own life as a correspondent, and about the 

wartime years he spent in Italy. This latter is unpublished, but is available in 

the archives of Bletchley Park, the wartime headquarters of Signals Intelli-

gence. His widow Elizabeth can be contacted at Henfield, West Sussex on 

01273 494135 or his daughter Marina Lewis marinalewis10@yahoo.com  
 

 

 

 

 

Didcot Bowls 

Club Open Day  

Roll up - roll up. You are invited to have a "taster session" rolling 

bowls. All ages welcome. Bowls is a sport for life and is great for 

your health and well being. Just try it and you will be "BOWLED 

OVER" !!!  Our open day is Sunday May 10th from 10 am til 3 pm, 

but should this time be inconvenient please contact Jackie 

07502373184, Roger 01235811181 or Jane 07970932054. You will 

find us tucked away behind Didcot Civil Hall in Britwell Rd. Please 

bring flat shoes if possible. 
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