
 
 

275 

 

CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 31st January, 2018, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors D Bottoms, R Makepeace, E Manning and L McKendrick 

and County Councillors D Bell and J Chaplow  
 
104. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Armstrong and K Duggan and County 
Councillors M McGaun, A Simpson and M Wilson. 
 
105. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
 
106. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

▪ A masterplan for Aykley Heads had been agreed.  This would bring 6,000 jobs and be a £400 
million boost for the area.  The Council would be looking to build a new headquarters in the 
City, the preferred site being The Sands car park.  

▪ A consultation was taking place on a new Durham History Centre due to the need to rehouse 
the County Archives which were currently at County Hall.  The Mount Oswald Manor House 
was the proposed location and would also include a new Register Office.  

▪ The annual Big Spring Clean would take place from 19th February to 15th April and residents, 
businesses and volunteers were being encouraged to organise litter pick events to tidy their 
villages.  

▪ Householders wishing to register for the Garden Waste Scheme had to do so by 17th 
February to receive all 17 collections. 

▪ A new gallery space had opened in the Gala to show case modern and contemporary art by 
local, regional, national and international artists.  

▪ Parents across the County were being encouraged to help their children choose healthy 
snacks in a move to reduce sugar consumption and tackle obesity as part of the Change4life 
campaign. 

▪ Free impartial advice was available to residents wishing to save money on energy bills.  The 
Council’s Managing Money Better service had partnered with Prince Bishops Community 
Bank to provide free budgetary and monetary advice to residents in the County.  

▪ Bridge maintenance works were planned to take place on the A167 at Nevilles Cross during 
the half term holiday where lane closures would be in place. 

▪ The Council had conferred the title of Honorary Alderman on a number of former long serving 
councillors including Joe Armstrong.  
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
Councillor Manning noted that the gritting service during the recent period of bad weather had been 
superb around Cornsay Colliery and had been much appreciated by residents.  
 
107. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29th November, 2017, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
108. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.   
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109. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £244.80 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for January. 
(ii) £66.05 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for January. 
(iii) £695.87 in respect of staff wages for January. 
(iv) £811.19 to Durham Durham County Council in respect of the cleaning contract for the 

community centre. 
(v) £215.98 to the Clerk in respect of renewal of the website hosting contract which had 

fallen due for renewal on 31st January, payment being required in advance of this 
date. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 29th Nov 2017 £ 245.00 Clerk’s wages    No.1006 
(ii) 29th Nov 2017 £ 205.45 HMRC     No.1007 
(iii) 29th Nov 2017 £ 556.27 Staff wages    No.1008 
(iv) 27th Dec 2017 £ 245.00 Clerk’s wages    No.1009 
(v) 27th Dec 2017 £ 65.85 HMRC     No.1010 
(vi) 27th Dec 2017 £ 695.87 Staff wages    No.1011 
(vii) 29th Nov 2017 £ 110.82 Clerk (printer cartridges)   No.1014 

 
110. CORRESPONDENCE 

    
There was no correspondence for the Council’s attention.  
 
111. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

    
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
112. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 

(a) Western Avenue 
 
The Clerk reported that over the Christmas period, Durham County Council had indicated they would 
be prepared to sell the former garage site to the Parish Council at a cost of £5,700 together with the 
Parish Council having to meet surveyor’s and legal fees, cover the costs of a public notice and also 
make an application for planning permission for the site.  
 
Following discussion with the Chairman, the County Council had been reminded that the proposal 
had been to lease the site for a peppercorn rent for use as a parking area.  The County Council had 
therefore been requested to reconsider the matter to establish if they would be prepared to proceed 
on that basis.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

(b) Commercial Street 
 
There were a number of planted beds on Commercial Street, Cornsay Colliery which had been 
planted and maintained by the County Council.  Recently the County Council had decided to remove 
some of these in order to reduce costs.  
 
The County Council were prepared to continue to plant the beds at a cost of £484.22 per annum per 
bed, or alternatively discuss whether the Parish Council could arrange to have the beds planted 
alongside the various planters around the Parish.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk contact the County Council to discuss whether the Parish Council could 
take responsibility for the planting and maintenance of the beds.   
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113. DEFIBRILLATORS 
 
Following a recent training session on CPR and use of defibrillators which Cornsay Village Residents’ 
Association had arranged and found extremely useful, it had been suggested that the provision of 
defibrillators and training equipment for use across the Parish and also possibly other nearby 
parishes be explored.  
 
The Wind Farm Community Benefits Fund offered a potential opportunity for funding, and if a joint bid 
could be developed, training equipment could be shared to reduce costs while being available for 
many people to use.  
 
Resolved: That Councillor Robb would contact other parish councils to establish whether they would 
be interested in progressing this idea.  
 
114. ASSET REGISTER 
 
The Council was required to keep its Asset Register under regular review to ensure that it remained 
up-to-date.  Copies of the Register had been circulated  
 
Resolved: That the Asset Register be approved. 
 
115. RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
The Council’s risk assessment identified risks faced by the Council and measures in place to control 
and mitigate against them.  The risk assessment had to be regularly reviewed to ensure that it 
covered all relevant situations.  
 
Resolved: That the Risk Assessment be approved. 
 
116. REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk in respect of the review of the effectiveness of the 
Council’s internal audit procedures. 
 
The report set out the matters to be considered and how these could be evidenced. 
 
Resolved: That the Council is satisfied with its internal audit arrangements. 
 
117. FIDELITY GUARANTEE INSURANCE 
 
Fidelity guarantee insurance protected the Council’s funds in the event of misappropriation by staff or 
members.  The level of cover should be high enough to cover all funds held by the Council.  
 
Cover was in the sum of £500,000.   
 
Resolved: That the Council is satisfied with the increased level of fidelity guarantee insurance cover. 
 
118. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
During December, there had been several events in the Community Centre including the Christmas 
lights switch-on and Christmas dinner which had been well attended and well received.  
 
The trip to South Lakes Zoo on 10th December, 2017, had been so well received that two coaches 
had been needed to take all of those who had wanted to go. 
 
January had got off to a quiet start which was to be expected, but a couple of sessions had now 
ended including Eat Wise and two of the dance sessions.  A new stop smoking session was going to 
be starting early February and also a Clartabout session and Boogie Bounce exercise classes 
together with a number of events being arranged such as a race night, social evening with 
entertainment and plans were also underway for an Easter fair and fashion show.  
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The toilets had now been fixed at a cost of £262.20 and all 5 toilets were now in working order.  Parts 
had had to be ordered from Germany which had contributed to the delay.  It was suggested that as 
the Parish Council owned the building, it should cover the cost of these repairs.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the report be noted.  
(ii) That the Council reimburse the Community Association £262.60 in respect of repairs to the toilets.  
 
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.20 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


