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The Church: Reformed and Reforming 

On October 31st we will 
observe Reformation Day. 
The Protestant Reformation 
was a 16th and 17th century 
movement intent on reshaping 
and revitalizing the Christian 
Church. The church had 
experienced many reform 
movements in the past, but 
this one was unique. It 
produced challenging interpretations of Christianity 
and rapidly won a large following. This era of reform 
is dated to Luther’s public protest in 1517 to the end of 
the Religious Wars in 1648 or 1649 when the English 
Parliament passed the Act of Toleration granting most 
Christian denominations the right to worship. 

This was a time however in which the old wineskins 
could not hold the new wine and the Church divided. 
The cry of Jesus that, “they may all be one” has still 
not come true although it was never Luther’s intent to 
divide the Church. His intent was that the Church be 
reformed from practices such as selling indulgencies 
for the forgiveness of sin. Today the Church has at 
least three major families adding Protestantism to 
Roman Catholicism and the Eastern Orthodox Church. 
Protestantism itself has over four hundred different 
denominations! 

The reform Martin Luther called for focused initially 
on internal church matters but it also influenced the 
political and social life of Europe. This influence 
would extend to the New World as well. Add to this 
the invention of the printing press. The Reformation 
took full advantage of this new technology to spread 
its ideas. 

At the heart of the Protestant Reformation was the 
affirmation that, “the church is always reformed, 
always reforming.” While their theological children 
often held onto the relics of past doctrine preferring the 
stability of human constructs to the dynamic 
movements of the Living God faithfulness to the 
Reformation is a matter of spirit and experience. 
Faithfulness to the Reformation is my willingness to 
share my faith in new and creative ways. Reformation 
faith is forward rather than backward-looking. It is 
evolving rather than static. Reformation faith is at 

home in this world rather than in a previous age or a 
heavenly realm. 

The Reformation had five main tenets that we continue 
to heed: 

1. Only Scripture is the supreme authority in all 
matters of doctrine and practice 

2. Only Faith is needed to be one with God 
3. Only God’s grace is needed, not our works 
4. Only Christ is between God and man  
5. Only Glory to God alone. 

We are a church in the Reformed tradition. May we be 
willing to risk to continue to be reforming in each 
generation. 

Faithfully, 
Jim 

 
 

 
 

 Kenneth Rouse October 4th 
 Kimberly Ann Plata October 11th 
 Art Holzweissig October 25th 

 
 

 

 
 
A Congregational Meeting has been called on Sunday, 
October 9, 2016 immediately after worship for the 
purpose of hearing the report of the Elders Nominating 
Committee and subsequently electing Elders for the 
Session Class of 2019. 

 
 

 

Christian sympathy is expressed to 
the family of Clara Irene Cupp who 
passed away on Sunday, September 
18, 2016, in Gulfport, MS at the age 
of 96. She is survived by her 
daughter, Marie Fry of Pass 
Christian, MS, her son, Michael 
Morgan of San Diego, CA, and her 
daughter, Mary Westmoreland of 
Long Beach, MS.  
  

 

http://Lbpcusa.org
 



Most of us have probably 
never been to the Long 
Beach Community Food 
Pantry and have no idea of its 
size. Every time I go to drop 
off our weekly donations I 
am struck by how small of an 

area their shelves occupy and how sparsely filled those 
shelves are.  This organization is life-saving for people 
in our area and every single item we donate goes 
directly to someone who is truly in need.   
 
Please continue bringing items on Sundays and placing 
them in the basket at the front of the Sanctuary or by 
the door in McInnis-Wharton Hall. Your small act of 
kindness could be life changing for someone who 
otherwise would have nothing to eat. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Red Oak tree directly outside the front door of 
McInnis-Wharton Hall was identified as having several 
large dead limbs. The Session authorized Ruth Lewis 
to contact an Arborist for evaluation and then act upon 
that recommendation. The Arborist determined that the 
tree was diseased, over half was already decayed and 
removal was recommended. The tree was removed on 
Monday, September 26th.  

 
 

On October 23rd we will once again welcome the Rev. 
Chas Jones to our pulpit while Dr. Hightower is on 
vacation.  

 
 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be on Sunday, 
October 16, 2016 in the lounge immediately following 
the worship service. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

 Income Expenses Difference
August 2016 $ 3,814.78  $ 3,846.40 ($ 31.62)
YTD 2016 $ 38,251.84 $ 23,767.41 ($14,484.43)

 
 

 

 
 
We have been asked to please remember the following 
in our prayers: 

Ann & Ed Tom, Regina & Isaac McCarty 
Barnett Family Louise Ramsay 
Boswell Family Sergio 
Chelsea Seth 
Corcoran Family Mary Westmoreland 
Jamie Tommie Wilson 
Matthew  
 

 

As we announced last month, 
LBPC now has an informational 
website at http://LBPCUSA.org 
in addition to our Facebook page 
http://Facebook.com/LBPCUSA. 

The website is still being updated 
but already has basic church information including 
church leaders, a calendar of events and a blog where 
you can find news and past issues of the Beacon news-
letter. Please take a moment to check it out as it will be  
updated in conjunction with our Facebook page. 

You can view our Facebook page even if you don’t 
have a Facebook account but, if you do have one, click 
the    button to be notified when we post updates.  
 

 
 

 
Our readers for the month of October 
will be: 
 
  2nd Keith Cox 23rd David Braud, Sr. 
  9th Bobby Thomas 30th Steve Dees 
 16th Terry Dill 
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Jim teaches the children about the importance of 
recognizing those in need and sharing our blessings 
with them. 

 
 

Submit your content for future issues of the Beacon by 
any of the following methods: 
 
By email: lbpcusa@outlook.com  
By hand: Give to Keith Cox, Ruth Lewis or place in 

the collection plate at Sunday Worship. 
By phone: Leave a message on the church answering 

machine at 228-863-7633. 
(Phone messages are checked on Saturdays) 
 
 

  
 

 
To have the Beacon emailed to you, please send a request including your name and 
email address to Lbpcusa@outlook.com. Please note that this will be maintained as 
a private email list and only used for Long Beach Presbyterian Church 
communications. 
 

The deadline for submissions to the 
November 2016 Beacon will be: 

WEDNESDAY 
OCTOBER 26, 2016



 

We received the letter below and the information on the back of this page from Delbert Hosemann, 
Mississippi Secretary of State regarding the requirement that everyone present a photo ID before 
casting a ballot at the polls or in a Circuit Clerk’s office. Anyone without a Photo ID can receive 
one for FREE from the State. They will even arrange for you to have no-cost transportation to go 
and get the free ID. 
 
We ask that you please review this information so even if it doesn’t apply in your case that you can 
be familiar with it and able to pass it along to someone else. 
 
 

  
  



 


