
Different Sources of Indian Constitution
The Indian Constitution is the combination of many constitutions. It is the collection of 
different constitutions from different countries around the world. However, the system 
of governance in Great Britain and the Government of India Act, especially the 
Government of India Act, 1935, enacted by the British Parliament, is the main source 
of the Constitution of Independent India.
This constitution determines the composition, functioning, powers and duties of the 
government; The basic political ideology of the country has been outlined through the 
determination of fundamental rights, guiding principles of governance, and the duties 
of citizens. It was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on 26 November 1949 with 
274 signatures and this day is known as National Law Day. This constitution came 
into force on January 26, 1950. Note that the date 26th January was adopted to 
commemorate the historic declaration of independence by the National Congress.

# Various Sources of Indian Constitution

Sources/Countries List of Borrowed Features

Government of India 
Act 1935

» Federal structure
» Judiciary System
» Public Service Commission (PSC)
» Emergency Provisions
» The office of governor

Great Britain

» The parliamentary system of government
» Rule of law and law-making system
» Concept of single citizenship
» bicameral parliament
» Speaker of the lower house
» Prime minister
» President
» Strong lower house
» Writs

Soviet Russia
» Social, Economic, and Political Justice
» Five-year plan
» Fundamental duties



Ireland

» Members nominated by the President in the Rajya Sabha
» Presidential Election Procedure
» Guidelines for Governance of the State
» Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP)

Australia
» Concurrent List
» Joint sessions in Upper and Lower houses
» Freedom of trade between the states or within the country

Canada

» The federal system and the presence of strong centers – also 
known as a quasi-federal system.
» Residuary powers of the Centre
» Power distribution between Centre and states governments

United State of 
America (USA)

» Preambles,
» Fundamental Rights,
» Independence of the Judiciary system,
» Removal of Judges of the Supreme Court and High Court,
» Vice-President as Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
» Order of the State

South Africa
» Procedure for amending the constitution.
» Election procedure of the Rajya Sabha members.

Germany
» Emergency provision,
» Revocation of fundamental rights during an emergency

Sweden » Lokpal Bill

Japan » Rules of procedure of the Supreme Court
Important sources of Constitution of India

Acts of the British Parliament prior to 1935

After the Great Revolt of 1857, the British Parliament took over the rule of India from 
the British East India Company. As a result, British India came under the direct rule of 
the British monarchy. The British Parliament finalized the outline of British rule in India
as the Indian Rule Act of 1857. The post of Secretary of State for India was created in
England. Through this, the British Parliament ruled India. The Secretary of State was 
assisted by the Council of India. The post of Governor-General of India was also 
created during this time. At the same time, an executive council was formed in India 
with high officials of the British government. The Indian Council Act of 181 established



the Legislative Council, consisting of members of the Executive Council and non-
executive members.
The Indian Council Act of 1892 established the provincial legislature in the country 
and increased the power of the legislature. Although all these laws increased the 
participation of Indians in the system of government, their power was limited. The 
Government of India Acts of 1909 and 1919 further expanded the opportunities for 
Indian participation in the system of government.
Government of India Act 1935

Although the Government of India Act of 1935 was not fully implemented, the effect of
this Act on the Constitution of India was immense. Many aspects of the Constitution 
are adopted directly from this Act. Issues such as the federal composition of 
government, provincial autonomy, the bicameral legislature with federal assemblies 
and the Rajya Sabha, and the distribution of legislative powers between the central 
and provincial governments are some of the provisions of the Act that are also 
enshrined in the current constitution.
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