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DRAFT Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council  
 Wednesday 2nd June 2021 at 7.00pm in Bluntisham Village Hall 

Present: Mr Mark Berg (Chairman), Mr Frank Hudson, Mrs Mary Groombridge, Mrs 
Cynthia Curtis, Mrs Philippa Hope, Mr Andrew Mendy, Mr David Glover & Mrs Tracey 
Hope (Clerk) 
Also present: 4 x member of the public  

 Open forum  
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public to the open forum.   
A member of the public expressed concerns with the potential planning application for 
ENVAR.  The clerk advised that to date no planning application had been received but 
encouraged everyone to view the details on their dedicated website: 
http://www.regenerationwoodhurst.com/ the clerk is to share the detail in the next parish 
newsletter. 
The meeting was formally opened at 7.05pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

39  Dispensation Forms received and decisions given - None  
40  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 53 BACS run 21st May & pecuniary interest item 55 village notice board. 
 

41  Apologies for absence –Mr Martin Crowhurst, Mr Gary James, Cllr Neish & Cllr Criswell.  
No contact from Cllr Besley. 

 

42  Co-opt new member – Mr David Glover expressed an interest to join the parish council and 
was welcomed by all.  (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All 
agreed.) Mr David Glover joined the meeting at this point. 

 

43  Sports Clubs 
• Football Club – Mr Roly Searle & Mr Paul Davis emailed a request to erect railings 

around the senior football pitch to be able to sell advertising space for businesses 
wishing to sponsor both the junior and senior teams.  The parish council discussed the 
impact on the visual appearance of having a permanent fence and advertising banners 
for the duration of the football season and while they appreciate the need for fund 
raising the following concerns were raised: 
¨ Cutting the grass and the additional work with strimming around the posts.   
¨ The ability to raise additional revenue from hall rentals 
¨ The impact on the visual aspect and limitations of general use of the field for other 

residents.   
The decision agreed by the parish council was not to approve permanent fencing.  
(Proposed Mr David Glover, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

• Cricket Club – an email request to use the changing rooms and kitchen for matches was 
raised.  It was agreed that when lifting of all covid restrictions is confirmed by the 
government that all facilities can be used again, but due to the lack of a one-way 
system it was safer to keep the facilities closed.  (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, 
seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 

44  Planning: 
• Enforcement Update – the clerk advised that no updates had been received. It was 

agreed the clerk would speak with Cllr Neish regarding all outstanding cases and if site 
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visits would take place when the final stage of restrictions are lifted.  
• Planning application update – 9 outstanding applications remain.  The detailed list 

can be found as Appendix 1. 
• 21/00556/LBC – remove dining & bathroom windows and replace like for like timber 

windows.  14 East Street, Bluntisham.  The parish council agreed to APPROVE this 
application.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All 
agreed.) 

• 21/00425/FUL – demolition of existing building and erection of new dwelling.  The 
Old Barns, Mill Lane, Bluntisham.  The parish council agreed to REJECT this 
application for the same reasons as before.  
LP9 – development proposals on land well related to the built-up area 
LP10 – development in the countryside 
Loss of amenity 
Layout and density – this proposal is almost double the sqm of the approved 
application 
Highway safety & traffic 
(Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

45  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 6th May 2021 to be approved and signed by 
the Chairman – The minutes were signed by the Chairman.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, 
seconded Mrs Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 

46  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – NTR   
47  District & County Council report 

Cllr Jon Neish emailed his report, this report is available as appendix 2  
Cllr Steve Criswell emailed his report, this report is available as appendix 3   

 

48  Audit AGAR Approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2020/21.  The clerk 
shared the completed document ahead of the meeting and the Chairman and RFO signed the 
section at the meeting.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All 
agreed.) 

 

49  Audit AGAR Approve Section 2 – Accounting Statement 2020/21.  The clerk shared the 
completed document ahead of the meeting and the Chairman and RFO signed this section at 
the meeting.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 

50  Internal Audit report – the clerk shared the report ahead of the meeting and no concerns 
were raised.  A copy of this report is available on the website. 

 

51  Appoint internal auditor for FY21/22 - the clerk obtained quotes from CAPALC who are 
now offering an internal audit facility and due to the changes to the accounting system it was 
agreed to use M J Williamson for this current financial year. 
CAPALC quote - £35ph approx. 4-6 hrs plus mileage 
M J Williamson - £110 total plus mileage 
(Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 

52  FY2020/21 Accounts to end May 2021 – the clerk shared the accounts ahead of the meeting 
and a new summary report.  Concern with the groundsperson salary were raised and the clerk 
is to ensure invoices are received monthly. See Appendix 4 for full report. 
Income May - £2,528.32 
Expenditure May- £33,079.24 
Bank Balance Lloyds: £41,882.97 
Savings Account: £62,650.29  
(Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

 

53  Accounts for payment for May 2021  
• BACS run 21st May - £2,327.68 approved by Mrs Cynthia Curtis & Mr Mark Berg. 
• BACS run 28th May – £1,297.20 approved by Mrs Cynthia Curtis & Mr Mark Berg. 
(Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed with the exception 
of Mrs Philippa Hope who declared a pecuniary interest). Appendix 5 shows all payments. 
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54  Village Hall 
• Approve draft action plan for old village hall and changing rooms – the clerk shared 

the draft action plan put together ahead of the visit by the parish council to the old hall 
and old changing rooms.  A discussion took place around the needs and requirements 
and the following was agreed: 
The old village hall is unsafe and needs to be condemned by the parish council.  The 
unit needs to be removed and it was agreed to replace with storage containers for both 
the football and cricket club.  Ahead of the removal the clerk is to contact the Feoffees 
to check they are happy with the proposal.  Also, communication with the football and 
cricket clubs is needed to gauge the volume of storage required. 
(Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mr David Glover.  All agreed.) 
The second phase of the plan is to improve the brick changing room building.  It was 
agreed to put a small kitchen area within the space and to knock both sides into one and 
replace the toilets and sinks.  A plan is needed in order to be able to cost the work and 
it was suggested to place an article in the newsletter to see if anyone local can help. A 
check with HDC planning to see if permission is required ahead of the work. 
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mrs Mary Groombridge.  All agreed.) 

• Boiler maintenance – agree plan.  It was agreed to go ahead with the maintenance and 
the investigation work at the same time.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs 
Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 

• Creative Arts East – the clerk shared a summary of the meeting she had and the options 
of events available.  It was agreed that this would provide a variety of different events 
for the community and would be a good use of the village hall.  It was suggested the 
parish council requests the annual fee of £70 from the Bluntisham 100 club as the 
events would all be community related.  (Proposed Mrs Mary Groombridge, seconded 
Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 
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55  Village Updates & maintenance: 
• SID Update – the clerk shared the data for the unit while it was on Colne Road.  The 

unit is now in Wood End and the clerk is ensuring the batteries do not run out.  It was 
agreed the unit go to the High Street at the end of the month.   

• Notice board quote – the clerk shared the quote received from Tim Fawcett for 
repainting and replacing the screens on all 3 notice boards located at the bus stop on 
Holliday’s Road.  The quote is £334.00 and 3 new notice boards would be a total of 
£750.  It was agreed to refurbish the existing boards to make them clearly accessible 
again.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded Mr David Glover.  All agreed with 
the exception of Mrs Philippa Hope who declared a pecuniary interest.) 

• Newsletter – the clerk shared the content for the next newsletter due to be printed early 
July for distribution the 2nd week of July.  The clerk is to include Envar, 100 Club & 
Heritage Project in addition to the existing content. 
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56  Committee updates: 
• Allotments – Mr Frank Hudson advised there were no concerns with the plots at this 

time. 
• Updates from Mrs Margaret Lumb – no update received. 

 

57  Correspondence received: 
• 20’s plenty for us – Mrs Wendy Oldfield discussed the briefing note for parish 

councils and a discussion took place.  It was agreed to see if any changes are raised 
with the new council at CCC as the PC are in favour in principal but not to fund it. 

• Donations to community roadwatch 21/22 – the clerk shared the correspondence 
received for funding and it was agreed that the PC isn’t in a financial position to make 
donations.  

• Environment Agency – Flooding response – the clerk shared the correspondence 
received following on from the letters sent early April regarding consultation with 
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parishes.  The EA advised they do not consult directly with parishes but if the parish 
has information about flooding to share with CCC and the EA.   

• CCC – joint administration agreement – the clerk shared this correspondence for 
information purposes. 

• David Gedye – Grass cutting – the clerk shared the correspondence received 
regarding the grass cutting to Meridian Wood.  The clerk advised the PC has a duty to 
provide a mowed cut path to the wood as part of the management plan with the 
woodland trust.  It was agreed for the clerk to speak with Mr Gedye and to ensure that 
all are included at the review meeting of the management plan for 2021-26. 

• Dave Owen – HCV traffic on High Street – the clerk shared correspondence 
regarding HCV vehicles entering the High Street and then reversing when seeing the 
weight limit signs.  The clerk has spoken with CCC Highways Officer who has agreed 
to get the signs moved closer to the junction entrance to reduce this happening in the 
future.  The clerk has also written to the haulage companies to advise of the lorry’s 
movements. 

• Mr & Mrs Hipwood – the clerk is to reply to this correspondence regarding the grass 
cutting at Meridian Wood. 

• Magpas Air Ambulance – the clerk shared the correspondence received for funding 
and it was agreed that the PC is not able to contribute. 
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58  Items for consideration (for information only) 
The clerk received the renewal application for the Ouse Valley Trust and it was agreed to 
renew at a cost of £30 pa. 
Meeting closed 9.15pm 
Next PC meeting Wednesday 7th July to be held in Bluntisham Village Hall @ 7pm. 

 
 

 
Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  
 
1st place wins £200 – 67 Barbara Diamond 
2nd place wins £50 – 85 Mark Berg 
3rd place wins £30 – 52 Kate Thomas 


