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The Church history has witnessed many “strange fires” during periods of revival.
The early apostles had wanted the Church at every age to be forewarned against
these fires. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. For this reason they warned the
people of God against “another Jesus” and “a different gospel” and “a different
spirit” (2 Cor 11:4). Apostle John mixed no words when he served such a warning.
He wrote to the Church, “Beloved, do not believe, every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into
the world” (1 Jn 4:1).

It appears that false prophets and false teachers outnumber the true ministers
of God. “MANY false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 Jn 4:1). “Beware of
false prophets ... MANY will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord...” (Mt 7:15,22).
“MANY will come in My Name...and will deceive MANY” (Mt 24:5). “We are not, as
so MANY, peddling the word of God” (2 Cor 2:17). “MANY walk, of whom I have told
you often,...they are the enemies of the cross of Christ” (Phil 3:18). “It is the last
hour; ...even now MANY antichrists have come” (1 Jn 2:18). Yes, the enemy usually
comes in “like a flood” (Isa 59:19). Jesus spoke about “rain,” “floods” and “winds”
in the context of false ministries (Mt 7:15,25). Paul spoke of “winds” of doctrine and
tossing “waves” (Eph 4:14).

These figures indicate the sweeping nature of false doctrines. Of course the Holy
Spirit is also compared to rain, wind and water. But Satan counterfeits them to give
an impression that it is the moving of the Holy Spirit.

We must be careful about what we mean when we use the words “last days” and
“endtime.” The last days or the endtime did not begin with 2001 or 2011. The last
days were inaugurated by the coming of Jesus and the descent of the Holy Spirit
(Heb 1:1,2; Acts 2:16,17). In fact, apostle John called even the first century as the
“last hour!” (1 Jn 2:18).

The different spirits can operate through any of the ministers of the New
Testament Church (Eph 4:11). We read about false apostles (2 Cor 11:13), false
prophets (Mt 7:15), false evangelists (who preach another gospel / Gal 1:6-8), false
shepherds (Jn 10:12) and false teachers (2 Pet 2:1). As we come to the end of the
endtime, the deceiving spirits will be hyperactive. This was “explicitly” predicted by
the Holy Spirit (1 Tim 4:1). The effect on careless believers will be a “departure from
the faith.” The Greek word suggests a slow and an unintentional going away from
the faith. It will not be a total and sudden rejection of the faith but a drifting away
in stages. For the apostles the issue was so serious that one of them named Jude
suddenly changed the very subject of his letter. He actually had wanted to write a
nice comforting letter on salvation. But realising the dangers the people of God were
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facing from the false ministers, he declared war (“contend”) on all that was strange
and unknown to the original (“once for all”) revelation made to the saints (Jude 3).
Read his entire Epistle.

All the apostles were vehemently against the ministers operating with different
spirits. Note Paul’s language as he referred to these ministers: “Deceitful workers”
(2 Cor 11:13), “troublemakers” (Gal 1:7), “false brothers” (2:4), “witches” (3:1), “dogs,
evil workers” (Phil 3:2), “enemies of the cross” (3:18), “deceivers, cheats” (Col 2:4,8),
“frauds” (2:18), “liars” (1 Tim 4:2), “proud men” (6:4), “corrupt men” (6:5), “vain
babblers” (2 Tim 2:16), “cankers” (2:17), “captives of the devil” (2:26), “imposters
and evil men” (3:13), “idle talkers” (Tit 1:10), “subverters (1:11), “divisive men,
heretics” (3:10). Paul’s very first instruction to his secondliner Timothy was,
“Charge them not to teach any other doctrine” (1 Tim 1:3).

Many strange phenomena and experiences are reported these days all over the
Church. There are preachers who say that this is “the” revival they had been
praying for many years. People fall on the floor. They laugh uncontrollably.
Some vomit. Some roar. Others crawl. These and many other things happen in
meetings where folks claim to experience revival. Believers are terribly confused.
Is it possible to discern which is from God and which is not?

As an ardent believer in the gifts of the Spirit, I would say that the most
important gift needed for the Body of Christ today is the “discernment of spirits.”
In the classic list of charismatic gifts, “discernment of spirits” is interestingly
mentioned immediately after the gift of “prophesying” (1 Cor 12:10). Though, as with
any other gift of the Spirit, the gift of discernment as such is given only to “some,”
every believer must grow in the art of discernment (Heb 5:14). God has given us
atleast four means by which we can discern the true and the false—

1. Discernment thro’ the Scriptures

The Day of Pentecost on which the Holy Spirit descended was an unusual
happening in the Jewish history. The onlookers of the upper room event were quite
confused. Concerning the strange things they witnessed, they started asking
questions like, “How is it?... Whatever could this mean?” (Acts 2:8,12).
Apostle Peter was able to instantly defend the new experience of the disciples
with the words, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel” (v16). The written
Scripture was the final authority that gave full endorsement to what was “seen
and heard” that day.

Not only in this incident, but throughout their life and ministry the apostles
referred to “WHAT IS WRITTEN” and checked their preaching and practices
against it. Here are a few examples—

“According to what is WRITTEN... we also believe and therefore speak” (2 Cor 4:13).
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“As it is WRITTEN, He who glories, let him glory in the Lord” (1 Cor 1:31).

“Do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is WRITTEN,
Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord” (Rom 12:19; 14:10,11; 15:2,3).

See what the apostles desired of the believers to learn from them: “You may
learn in us NOT to think BEYOND WHAT IS WRITTEN” (1 Cor 4:6).

Where did the apostles learn this all important principle? Obviously from Christ
their Lord who operated well within the limits of “IT IS WRITTEN” even though His
Father had given Him the Spirit without measure! It is ridiculous for anyone to
think today that he has an anointing of the Spirit which can go beyond the writing
of the Scriptures.

Referring to a false practice of consulting mediums, the prophet declared, “To the
Law and to the Testimony!” (Isa 8:19,20). This means that we must always turn to
the “teaching” and the corresponding “testimonies” in the Scriptures. If we do not
speak “according to this word,” we will have “no light” in us. Most of the happenings
of the current revival, so-called, cannot pass this test.

Beloved, beware of extra-Biblical revelations and experiences! Some preachers
quote John 20:30 to justify their so-called power manifestations. They try to shelter
under the words— “Jesus did many other signs which are not written in this book.”
But these defenders of novelties fail to look at what John says in the very next verse:
“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life in His Name” (v 31). In other words,
nothing more than what is written is necessary for our life in Christ. Whatever
is written is enough! One of the very important rules of Biblical interpretation
is, Do not argue from silence! Stop where the Bible stops. “Do not remove the
ancient landmark” (Prov 22:28).

Many books known as “apocrypha” (meaning, hidden) were produced between
200 B.C and A.D.100. These books were not accepted as Scripture by anyone.
But in reaction to the Protestant Reformers, in order to support their practices of
praying for the dead, receiving forgiveness by good deeds, etc., the Roman Catholics
added the apocryphal books to the Bible in 1546. So they have 46 books instead
of 39 in the Old Testament. But the NT never quotes from apocrypha which the
R.C.Church later adopted!

I am a Protestant head to foot. I stand not only for the supremacy of the
Scriptures but also its sufficiency. I call upon Christians not to go after the so-called
“new” thing. The written blessings of the New Covenant are abundant. Be satisfied
with them. The living water received from Jesus stays in us as “a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life,” so we need not go after new attractions (Jn 4:14).
This is where Eve failed. There was so much in the garden to satisfy her. But she
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crossed the boundary to try the forbidden fruit because it was “good for food” —
sensational experiences to satisfy the flesh with thrills; “pleasant to eyes” —
spectacular things to excite one’s feelings; “make one wise” — newer revelations.

The carnal man is always interested in novelties. But Jesus is the same!
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Therefore) Do not be
carried about with various and strange doctrines” (Heb 13:8,9a).

Beloved, check against the Scriptures, whatever you read or hear or see, like the
Bereans. They did not swallow immediately whatever Paul preached (Acts 17:11).
In matters of learning doctrine, a dose of doubt is always healthy! We are not
obliged to accept any teaching or revelation or experience which is not explicitly
taught in the Scriptures with testimonies.

2. Discernment thro’ the Holy Spirit

The Lord Jesus introduced the Holy Spirit as our Helper and Guide. As the
“Spirit of Truth,” He will guide us into all truth (Jn 16:13).

The Holy Spirit indwells every believer and He infills the thirsty. There will be
an uncomfortable feeling within when the teaching we hear or the manifestation we
see is not from God. This was stated so clearly by apostle John: “These things I have
written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. But the anointing which you
have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you;
but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and
is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him” (1 Jn 2:26,27).
This passage does not refer to the teaching ministry God has placed in the Church
for the growth of His children. Rather, this specifically refers to the false teachers
“who try to deceive you.”

It is the Holy Spirit who has prophetically warned us against “deceiving spirits”
and “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim 4:1). When some sensible believer tries to discern
a strange phenomenon or a manifestation observed in a Christian gathering, he is
instantly accused that he is grieving the Holy Spirit! He is threatened of the
unpardonable sin! This is what gives immeasurable advantage to Lucifer. It is not
the hesitation to accept spurious manifestations that grieves the Holy Spirit, rather
the embracing of questionable things — because He is the Spirit of “truth.”

Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 points out three actions which will quench the
Spirit. (1) Outrightly condemning all prophetic utterances; (2) Failure to verify
(test, check) all things whether they are good or false; (3) Enbracing questionable
things. Paul had a fear that the Greek paganism had some infiltration in the church
life of the Thessalonians (3:5). The promoters of the current revival movements
usually point out the first action listed above to silence analytical thinkers.
I believe that the actions two and three are far more weighty in grieving the

- - 5

- 4 -



gentle Dove of God. Passive acceptance of spiritually sounding phenomena without
a positive analysis prompted by the indwelling Spirit will ultimately “quench” Him.
Once the Holy Spirit is quenched, all other spirits will be quickened to have a sway.
How serious!

The Holy Spirit cannot silently be watching us flirting with the other spirits.
His jealousy will be stirred! Love is blind. When we fall in love at the first sight
with any of the questionable experiences, it becomes almost impossible for us to
receive corrective teaching. That’s why it’s important to test “all” things and avoid
even that which “appears” unhealthy.

3. Discernment with the help of saints and shepherds

No Christian is complete in himself. No congregation is complete in itself.
We need one another. When we become sick, the entire body fights against
the germs. In the same way we need the help of the local body of Christ and His
universal body in withstanding the “winds and waves” of the evil one. The various
ministers are gifted to the Church by the resurrected Lord for the edifying of the
body of Christ “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine” (Eph 4:11-16). Leaders with the gifts of “wisdom,
knowledge and discernment” must be called for to assist us in discernment.

We come across a classic example of this exercise in the Jerusalem Council
which was convened to discuss the circumcision issue for the gentile believers
(Acts 15). Apostle Peter “reported” that he witnessed God pouring out His Holy
Spirit on the gentiles also without any distinction (vv 6-9). This phenomenon was
then “interpreted” by apostle James on the basis of what was “written” (vv 13- 17).
This then brought about an agreement on the matter (vv 22,28). The result was
“joy”, “encouragement” and “strengthening” for the believers (vv 30-32).

Consulting the elders and leaders also means studying the Church history. A
diligent study reveals that many of the so-called “new” things which sprang up in
Church history down through the ages have got finally crystallized as “cults.” To
counteract God’s activities in times of revival, Satan and his spirits become
overactive. This is the testimony borne by great revivalists of the past. Jonathan
Edwards, the Puritan preacher of the Great Awakening of the 17th century, and
Evan Roberts of the Welsh Revival of 1904 concluded that there was always a
“mixture” of the genuine and the counterfeits. So they wrote to warn people about
exceeding Scriptural boundaries and bringing in “strange fires.”

Mixture is the most dangerous thing. Someone said, “A half truth always does
far more damage than a bald-faced lie!” Irenaeus the great 2nd century defender of
faith observed, “Error is packaged in outward adornment so appealing that it
appears more true than truth itself!”
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There are others who defend the questionable experiences of today saying,
“See the fruits!” But “fruits” do not just mean lifestyle or life change. What do
we say of Mahatma Gandhi who, though a Hindu, had a lifestyle far superior to
many Christians and who blessed the masses? The Gospel is so powerful that even
if you adulterate it, there will be some good results. Let this not misguide us. I am
of the opinion that hardly ten percent of what is preached these days is pure gospel.
Then how do we explain the healings, the miracles and the blessings people receive?
The answer is simple. God loves the people so much that He uses our ministries
not “because of” our wonderful performance but “in spite of” our blunders.
Jesus bypassed the diplomacy of the disciples saying, “I have compassion on
the multitude” (Mt 14:15,16; 15:32).

So much can be said and done in the Name of Jesus with absolutely no
relevance to His will. Though difficult to imagine, on the day of judgment MANY
prophets, miracle-workers and devil-drivers will be refused entry into Heaven by the
Lord who would say, “I never knew you!” (Mt 7:22,23). How come? These men had
been guilty of not doing the “will” of God though they claimed to have done the
“work” of God (v 21). They might have been declaring that they were building God’s
Kingdom, but they didn’t realise that any work not done according to the “words of
Jesus” was on sinking sand (v26).

Simple believers will be easily duped by “ravenous wolves in sheep’s clothing”
(Mt 7:15). Shepherds and teachers with experience, maturity and wisdom alone can
protect the sheep. They must be bold in exposing the false. They should not be
tightlipped by the fear of earning the fury of star preachers or losing a few affluent
people (Acts 20:17, 29-31). Oh, for more ministers of wisdom, knowledge, discernment
and courage who would unmask “false apostles” who appear as “ministers of
righteousness!” (2 Cor 11:13-15).

4. Discernment through common sense

More often than we think, common sense is a surer safeguard than many
others. Someone wisely said, “When common sense makes sense, don’t look for
any other sense!”

Sometimes we are told, “Don’t rationalize. Don’t try to understand these things
through human intellect. These are supernatural things,” and so on. But this
argument is absurd. Because, God has given us a spirit of “sound mind” (2 Tim 1:7).
In Christian dedication we are not called to “remove” our mind but to “renew” it
(Rom 12:1,2). Mature believers are defined as those “who by reason of practice have
their SENSES exercised to discern both good and evil” (Heb 5:14).

Paul rebuked the Galatian believers as “foolish” Galatians, because they embraced
another gospel and were “bewitched” (Gal 3:1a). They began in the Spirit but started
going after fleshly excitements (v3). The deceived are supposed to “come to their
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SENSES and escape the snare of the devil” (2 Tim 2:26). Peter’s description of the
false teachers in 2 Peter 2 is the strongest and lengthiest picture of them in the
entire New Testament. In the previous chapter and the next he was “stirring up the
MINDS” of the believers (1:13; 3:1). Therefore letting the mind into a state of
neutrality is not spirituality but stupidity!

I watched a video cassette of an overseas Gospel meeting where the camera was
focussing on people who started vomitting when the preacher was praying for them.
What an obnoxious scene in places of worship! (Isa 28:8). Is it right to compare this
“vomitting” to “foaming” by epileptics? (Mt 17:14-18; Mk 9:14-27). Are we without
“understanding” (Mt 15:16,17)? Does not “nature” itself teach us (1 Cor 11:14)?

In some of the so-called revival meetings, people reportedly are roaring.
It is justified as the voice of the Lion of Judah! The latest is barking. There are books
which expound these as the “animal sounds of the Holy Spirit!” Christians, where
are we heading? Now there is crawling and hissing. What next?

Friends, these so-called new move and new revelations won’t satisfy or edify
your inner man. They are “wells without water” — deep but dry; “clouds without
rain” — dense but no downpour (2 Pet 2:17). Return to the “old” paths; you will
find rest to your souls! (Jer 6:16).

Conclusion

Having said all these, it must be remembered that we are called only to “discern”
and not to “judge.” Judgment is God’s job. We are concerned only with discernment.
Our knowledge is imperfect. If any manifestation or experience does not pass the
tests outlined in this article, simply ignore it. Don’t closely associate with
preachers and people who directly or indirectly encourage or emphasize such
activities. The Pauline instruction in 1 Thessalonians 5:21,22 is conclusive—

ANALYSE all things;
ACCEPT good things;
AVOID questionable things.
AMEN!

(This Article is Chapter 9 of the book, Enlightening Essays,
available under Books & Booklets section.)
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