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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th March, 2013, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors FS Duggan, K Duggan, P Clark and S Clark  

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
142. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Makepeace and D Robb. 
 
143. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.  
 
144. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that mud on the road from farm vehicles around Cornsay Village had 
been reported to the County Council for attention.  
 
The funds remaining in Councillor Armstrong’s neighbourhood budget would be put towards repairs 
to potholes in Hamsteels. 
 
This would be the last meeting Councillor Armstrong would be attending as county councillor for the 
whole of the parish area.  He hoped that he had made a difference over the years.  
 
Members of the Parish Council expressed their thanks to Councillor Armstrong for his assistance and 
the work he had undertaken.  His regular attendance at Parish Council meetings and reports were 
greatly appreciated.   
 
Members noted with some disappointment however that the other County Councillor for the area had 
not engaged with the Parish Council or attended meetings to report on his work in recent years which 
was highly regrettable as a representative of the area.  
 
145. MINUTES  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th February, 2013, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
146. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.   
 
147. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £151.95 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for March  
(ii) £38.20 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for March 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 27th Feb 2013 £ 143.16 Clerk’s wages    No. 598 
(ii) 27th Feb 2013 £ 35.80 HMRC     No. 599 
(iii) 27th Feb 2013 £ 108.00 Wicksteed Leisure Ltd   No. 600 
(iv) 27th Feb 201 £ 129.20 CDALC     No. 601 



 
 

 
48 

 

(v) 27th Feb 2013 £ 90.00 Cornsay Village Residents Assoc No. 602 
(vi) 27th Feb 2013 £ 65.00 TRACC     No. 603 
(vii) 27th Feb 2013 £ 43.59 Petty Cash    No. 604 

  
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £4,571.39 
Barclays  £18,855.21 
Unity Trust  £6,786.26 
Petty Cash  £39.01 

 
(d) Budget Report 

 
Copies of the budget report had been circulated and the Clerk provided an explanation of 
significant variances. 

 
(e) Summary of Accounts for Year 2012/2013 

 
Copies of the draft summary of accounts for the year 2012/2014 had been circulated for 
information and would be finalised at the year end.  

 
(f) Summary of Ringfenced Funds 

 
Copies of the summary of ringfenced funds, which showed the balances on the funds, had 
been circulated.  

 
(g) Budget 2013/2014 

 
The Clerk reported on the Council’s estimated financial position at the year end, which had 
become clearer as the year end had approached. Some amendments were suggested to the 
budgetary headings, details of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the revised budget as set out in the report be approved.  

 
148. CORRESPONDENCE 

    
There was no correspondence requiring the Council’s attention. 
 
149. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Previously Considered Application 
 

 WJ Drennan High Hedley Hope Farm 
East Hedleyhope 
Bishop Auckland 

Anaerobic digestion plant (incorporating a 
farm slurry management system) and 
associated combined heat and power plant 
 

 The Council had been notified that the appeal against refusal of permission for this 
development would be heard on 17th April 2013 at Chester-le-Street Civic Centre.  
 
Hedleyhope Parish Council would be holding a meeting on 9th April 2013 for the purpose of 
preparing for the appeal hearing.  
 
Resolved: That the Chair attend the meeting on 9th April at Hedleyhope.   

 
150. GRASS CUTTING & PLANTERS 
 
Quotations had been received from a number of local businesses in respect of grass cutting at 
Cornsay Colliery and planting of floral displays throughout the Parish.   
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Resolved: That the quotation from Lanchester Garden Centre be accepted for planters and the 
quotation from Makepeace Landscapes be accepted in respect of grasscutting.  
 
151. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) New Community Building 
 
The Chair reported that she had attended a Lottery funding session at Chester-le-Street.  The 
session had focussed on making an application for funding, and had been very beneficial in 
identifying areas for improvement of the Council’s application following its recent rejection. 
 
A meeting with officers at Durham County Council to develop the application would be arranged 
shortly with the form to be resubmitted when completed.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 

The Chair had agreed to accept the following item of business as a matter of urgency 
due to the time factor involved.  

  
(b) Repairs to Existing Building 
 
A number of areas of damage had been caused to the building.   
 
Resolved: That the Chair approach Simon Bartlett with a view to having the damage repaired as 
soon as possible. .  
 

 
The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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