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Libraries go the distance to get books into the hands of hungry readers

Libraries on the Move

Suddenly your seat starts to shake, and you grab the table to hold on. 
The library seems to have gone… mobile. Just kidding—your library 
isn’t going anywhere. But some libraries do take their shows on the 
road. If you can’t get to the library, these libraries will come to you!

Most people know what a library is: a place that houses collections of 
books, magazines, newspapers, and even movies. A library can exist 
in someone’s home or in a public institution like a city or a school. 
Some public libraries expand their offerings to include things like 
computers, puppets, and dolls. 

Public libraries serve their communities as safe spaces for learning 
and sharing. During the COVID-19 pandemic, public libraries in 
some cities became essential hubs of information and testing. One 
thing all libraries do is work faithfully to get books and other mate-
rials into the hands of their beloved bookworms. Sometimes they go 
to extremes to make this happen!

One Book Bike, Coming Up!

One man in Manila, a city in the Philippines, shares his love of read-
ing with his community on the back of his “book bike.” He piles 
books into an attached basket and hits the road to travel to areas of 
the city that might not have a library. 
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Hoofmobiles

In Columbia, a book lover and former teacher delivers books on the 
back of his surefooted burros, or donkeys. He lends books to families 
who live in remote communities. He calls his library the “Bibliobur-
ro.”

Burros aren’t the only beasts of 
burden that carry books to bor-
row. Kenya is known for its Mo-
bile Camel Library. Of course, 
it’s books that people borrow, not 
camels. Librarians ride one cam-
el, while two other camels carry boxes of books and overnight camp-
ing gear. 

FU N FACT

The Biblioburro’s two 
burros are named 
Alfa and Beto.

A little girl selecting a book from a book shelf
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When the caravan reaches a destination, it’s break time for the cam-
els, but the librarian’s job has just begun. Books are spread out on 
grass mats in the shade for people to borrow and then to bring back 
in two weeks.

Going to great lengths to share 
books is not a new concept. In 
the United States, during the 
Great Depression, librarians 
rode on horseback over moun-
tains to deliver books and oth-
er reading materials to people 
in isolated areas of eastern 
Kentucky. These determined 

do-gooders rode out twice a month, often in wintry conditions. They 
served 50,000 families in 1936. Now, that’s dedication!

DID YOU KNOW?

The “packhorse librarians” 
in Kentucky covered 
hundreds of miles, used 
their own horses, and 
earned $28 a month 
(about $500 today). 


