
Jesus: Alpha & Omega
R. Stanley

Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and Omega!” Alpha and Omega are the first and
the last letters of the Greek alphabet. This must have been translated into
English as, “I am A and Z!” That is, Jesus is the beginning and the end of everything.

The Book of Open Heavens, even the Book of Hebrews, is indited with Jesus
Christ as its heart. The keyword of this book, “better,” occurs atleast 12 times.
The superceding glory of the New Testament in comparison with the Old is
skillfully brought out. The OT can be called the Alpha Book of the Bible and the
NT the Omega Book. The theme, “Alpha & Omega,” unfolds ten times in the
Book of Hebrews, and each presents a specific aspect of the Person of Christ.
Two main ideas run throughout the Epistle—

(a) “Consider Him” (3:1; 12:3)
(b) “I exhort you” (13:22)

In other words, every exaltation of Christ is succeeded by an exhortation
to His people. The following study is constructed in this pattern.

1. Alpha-Omega Prophet

Heb 1:1,2, “God, who at sundry times and diverse manners spoke in times past
(alpha) to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days (omega) spoken
to us by His Son.”

Christ is seen here as the Omega of God’s voice to man. From the beginning
we see God as the One who speaks. The first page of the Bible repeatedly
records, “And God SAID.” Apostle John writes, “In the beginning was the
Word....and the Word was God.” The “Word” in parts as “words” was revealed
through the prophets, but now in full as “the Word” through Christ the Prophet.
A prophet is God’s spokesman and mouthpiece.

Christ’s prophetic ministry was prophesied in Deuteronomy 18:15 by Moses:
“The Lord your God will raise up to you a prophet from the midst of you, of your
brothers, like me.” What is the ministry of this Prophet to us?

(a) Jesus brings us into the Family of God. Heb 2:11-13, “Both He who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all of One: for which cause He is not
ashamed to call them brothers, saying, I will declare Your Name to My brothers,
in the midst of the Church I will sing praise to You. And again, I will put My
trust in Him. And again, Behold I and the children whom God has given Me.”
Once a pastor got annoyed with me when I called him, Brother! But our Prophet,
from Above, is not ashamed to identify Himself with us. Look at the following
passages which underline this point. Dt 18:18, “I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brothers, like you.” Acts 3:22, “Moses truly said to the fathers,
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A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up to you from your brothers, like
me.” Acts 7:37, Stephen said, “This is that Moses, who said to the children
of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up to you of your
brothers, like me.” We read of Moses “choosing to suffer affliction with the
people of God” (Heb 11:25). Because this Prophet, even Christ, is the Alpha
as the Word from the beginning, and is the Omega, as God’s final Voice to
man, His children shall abide forever. Psalm 102:25-28, “Of old You have
laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the work of Your
hands. They shall perish, but You shall endure; yes, all of them shall wax
old like a garment; as a vesture You shall change them, and they shall be
changed; but You are the same, and Your years shall have no end. The children
of Your servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established before
You (as Your family members!)”

(b) Secondly, as a Prophet, Jesus delivers us from fear. Heb 2:14,15,
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy
him who had power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them who through
FEAR of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” This is exactly
what Moses, the type of this Prophet, said: Ex 14:13,14, “Moses said to the
people, FEAR NOT, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He
will show you today: for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you shall
see them again no more forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and you shall
hold your peace.” What parallel “all their lifetime” of Heb 2:15 and “no more
for ever” of Ex 14:13 draw! Glory!

(c) Thirdly, as a Prophet, Jesus sends forth angels from God’s right hand.
Heb 1:14, “Are they (the angels) not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation?” Again, equating it to the
experience of the people of God under the ministry of prophet Moses, Ex 14:19,
“And the angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and
stood behind them.” Beloved, angels come to you to minister to you and not
to be ministered unto. Don’t hang the picture of an angel on your wall to
adore and admire! They have come down to serve you. How thrilling to
visualise with our eyes of faith the angelic host of God encompassing us always!

(d) Finally, Jesus sympathetically helps in our temptations. Heb 2:18,
“For in that He Himself has suffered being tempted, He is able to help those
who are tempted.” This solacing ministry of Christ the Prophet is seen
clearly in John 8:10-11, 24-25. “When Jesus saw none but the woman
(taken in adultery), He said to her, Woman, where are your accusers? Has no
man condemned you? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said to her, Neither
do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” “Then they said to him, Who are You?
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And Jesus said to them, Even the same that I said to you from the
beginning.” The devil is a “murderer from the beginning,” but the Lord is
the maker, moulder and mender from the beginning! He unveils Himself to
the people who refer to Moses (see verse 5) as the prophet of consolation and
not of condemnation. When the Holy Spirit is moving all over the world and
the Church today, and the spirit of prophecy is at work, we should learn to
be Scriptural. But how sad to note most modern prophecies simply threaten,
terrorize and condemn people! But the Biblical statement contradicts it:
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”
(Rom 8:1). The sinless Prophet declared to the adulterous woman, “Neither do
I condemn you.” Jesus as the Prophet of prophets speaks to us “to edification,
exhortation and comfort” (1 Cor 14:3).

2. Alpha-Omega Apostle

Heb 3:6,14, “Christ as a Son over His own house; whose house we are,
if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end
(omega)... For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning
(alpha) of our confidence steadfast till the end (omega).”

The alpha-omega concept here fingerpoints to our confidence, because,
He is the FAITHFUL APOSTLE! 3:1-2, “Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of
the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus; who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as also Moses
was faithful in all His house.”

How to hold fast the confidence?

(a) By faithful obedience: Dissect verses 2,5,8 of chapter 3 and tease out
the words, “appointed,” “servant,” “harden not,” etc. These refer to obedience.

(b) By God-pleasing faith: Note the verses 12,18,19 of the same chapter:
“evil heart of unbelief,” “believed not,” “unbelief.” Chapter 11 is a classic on
God-pleasing faith.

Interestingly, “faith” and “obedience” are the two pillars on which
apostleship is built. The following references attest to it. Rom 1:5, “By whom
we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among
all nations, for His Name.” Rom 16:25,26, “Now to Him who is of power to
establish you according to my (apostolic) Gospel,... But now is made
manifest, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith.” 1 Tim 2:7, “... for which I am ordained a preacher, and
an apostle, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.”

Ecclesiastes exhorts us in 12:13 to “hear the conclusion (omega) of the
whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments.” Fear here speaks of
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the reverence resulting from faith and knowledge, and therefore the “omega”
of the whole matter is faith and obedience. The conclusion of the whole
“matter” can also be interpreted as the conclusion of the whole “Word,”
because the preacher refers to “study” just in the previous verse, verse 12,
which in turn leads us to Rom 10:4, “Christ is the end (omega) of the Law.”
And so we establish that Christ as the APOSTLE is the Alpha-Omega of our CONFIDENCE!

Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way,
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.

3. Alpha-Omega Rest-giver

Heb 4:3,6,8, “We who have believed do enter rest, as He said, As I have
sworn in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest: although the works were
finished (omega) from the foundation (alpha) of the world.” “Seeing therefore
it remains that some must enter therein, and those to whom it was first
preached did not enter because of unbelief .” “If Jesus  (Joshua)  had  given
them  rest,  then  He  would  not afterward have spoken of another day.”

In these verses we are introduced to the alpha-omega aspect of REST.
And Jesus is our JOSHUA to take us into the Rest. Joshua and Jesus are
synonymous names, the former is Hebrew and the latter Greek, both meaning,
Jehovah our Saviour. While in the KJV verse 8 reads as Jesus, it refers to
Joshua in the marginal reading.

What could the author mean by exhorting us in verse 11 to “labour” to
enter into the Rest? The answer follows beginning with “For.” “For the Word
of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
What is the opposite of rest? War! In this verse, we read of a war between
(i) soul and spirit, (ii) joints and marrow, and (iii) thoughts and intents—all
within us—spiritual, physical and intellectual. Because of this triple war
inside, we have no rest.

The main conflict is between the soul and spirit. In other words, the war is
between the first Adam and the Second. Turn to 1 Cor 15:45-47 for an explanation:
“The first (alpha) Adam was made a living soul; the last (omega) Adam was made
a quickening spirit. However that was not first which is spiritual, but that which
is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the Lord from Heaven.” War between the soul and spirit,
between the natural and spiritual, between the earthly and the heavenly —
tripartite as in the Book of Hebrews.
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The building of the Temple is a striking illustration here. 1 Chr 22:7-9,
“David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build a
house for the Name of the Lord my God. But the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, You have shed blood abundantly, and have made great wars; you
shall not build a house for My Name, because you have shed much blood on
the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a
man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about; for
his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quietness to Israel in
his days.” Solomon means peace and rest. Only a man of rest can build a
house for God to rest!

The strange thing about this war is that the opponents digladiate in their
interlocked state! An one-edged sword cannot sever them! It has to be two-
edged—and sharper than that—at that! The spirit is surrounded by the shell
of soul. The marrow is covered by the thick bone. The intents are deeper
than the thoughts. The job here is to release the spirit from the soul; to
separate the marrow from the bone; to filter the intent from the thoughts.
What but the Word of God can help?

Just a swift glance will catch the emphasis on the Word of God in the
Book of Joshua. Josh 1:7,8,13, “Only be strong and very courageous, that
you may observe to do according to all the law, which Moses My servant
commanded you: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that you
may prosper wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart from
your mouth; but you shall meditate therein day and night, that you may
observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then you shall
make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success... Remember
the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, the
Lord your God has given you REST, and has given you this land.” How beautifully
the Book of Joshua, with the theme of rest for God’s people, in the very first
chapter, emphasizes the place of God’s Word in enjoying God’s rest!

Another helpful reference is from the Book of Nehemiah: 8:18, “Also day
by day, from the first (alpha) day to the last (omega) day, he read in the
book of the law of God!” Beloved, may this be your experience too. Occupied with
the Word all the time, from the beginning to the end. Psa 23:2 pictures lying down
in “green pastures” and “still waters.” Green pastures refer to God’s Word.
Still waters speak of quietness and restfulness. Remember, still waters are
adjacent to green pastures! Follow a plan to read through the entire Bible
in one or two years’ time. (Write for the Author’s Bible Reading Calendar for
Meditation & Memorization.)

Thus, Christ, as the Eternal Word and Joshua, is the Alpha-Omega of our REST!
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4. Alpha-Omega Teacher

Heb 6:1,2, “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on to perfection (omega); not laying again the foundation (alpha).”
Also 5:12, “For when for the time you ought to be teachers, you have need
that one teach you again the first (alpha) principles of the oracles of God;
and are become like those who need milk, and not of strong meat.”

In this context which begins with the latter portion of chapter 5, we come
across the words, “learning” (5:8), “teachers” (5:11,12), “oracles, doctrine”
(5:12 & 6:1), “discern” (5:14). Hence we meet Christ here as our TEACHER.

The teaching ministry of Christ during different phases of His earthly
mission can be traced. We see Him as a Teacher in His early ministry, for
example in His conversation with Nicodemus. He came to Jesus by night,
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a Teacher come  from  God”
(Jn  3:2).  A  good  example  from  the  postresurrection period will be His
conversation with Mary Magdalene: “Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned
herself, and said to Him, Rabboni; which means, Teacher” (Jn 20:16). The post-
ascension record of Luke points out the same in Acts 1:1, “The former treatise
have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.”

In Proverbs 8:22-36, we hear the call of Christ the Son of God to learn
from Him, the Teacher and Wisdom from the beginning: “The Lord (Jehovah)
possessed Me (the Son) in the beginning of His way, before His works of old.
I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was...
There I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His
delight, rejoicing always before Him... Now therefore hear Me, O you
children; for blessed are those who keep My ways... Blessed is the man who
hears Me, watching daily at My gates waiting at the posts of My doors.” Let’s heed
this call to watch and wait daily at His feet for learning and instruction. If you
substitute “Christ” for the word “wisdom” in the Book of Proverbs, it makes
a revealing reading.

Psa 71:17,18 enthrones the Lord as the Teacher from the alpha to the
omega of one’s life: “O God, You have taught me from my youth (alpha): and
hitherto I have declared Your wondrous works. Now also when I am old and
greyheaded (omega), O God, forsake me not; until I have shown Your
strength to this generation, and Your power to every one who is to come.”
We can paraphrase this prayer of the Psalmist like this: “Lord, keep teaching
me till the day I see everyone evangelised!” The end of our life is not the day
of our death but the day when the Gospel is preached to everyone! Jesus said,
“This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness to
all nations; and then shall the end come” (Mt 24:14). Our omega day is the
day of completion of world evangelisation!
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Looking at Hebrews again, we read in chapter 6 verse 1, “Therefore
leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to perfection;
not laying again the foundation ...” It is unfortunate many stop with the
foundation. As per verses 1 and 2, Repentance, Faith, Baptisms, Laying on
of hands (Gifts of the Spirit implied), Resurrection and Eternal Judgment
are all the ABC of the Gospel. The Church is so backslidden that the ABC
of the Gospel is considered as the “full” Gospel! Salvation, Baptism and
Spirit Anointing are not full Gospel, but the first and foundational principles.
What pathos to have the start as the goal! God forbid! Let’s look beyond to
perfection. That’s possible only by daily watching and waiting at the feet of
Jesus listening to Him and learning from Him.

5. Alpha-Omega King-Priest

Heb 7:1-3, 15,16, “For this Melchisedec, King of Salem, priest of the most
high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and
blessed him; to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by
interpretation King of Righteousness, and after that also King of Salem,
which is King of Peace; without father, without mother, without descent,
having neither beginning (alpha) of days, nor end (omega) of life; but made
like the Son of God; abides a priest continually... And it is yet far more
evident: for that in the likeness of Melchisedec there arises another priest,
who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the
power of an endless life.”

Christ is presented here as a KING-cum-PRIEST! Kingly Priest or Priestly
King! Let’s learn His ministries for us today—

(a) He promises us absolute VICTORY! Melchisedec is seen here meeting
Abraham who was “returning from the slaughter of the kings!” (7:1). That is
total victory. The hurrays of victory ring from Numbers 24:19,20, “Out of Jacob
shall come He who shall have dominion, and shall destroy him the remains
of the city. And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and
said, Amalek was the first (alpha) of the nations; but his latter end (omega)
shall be that he perishes for ever.” Amalek was the first of the nations which
warred against Israel. Our King vanquished the hostile kings from A to Z!
Hurray! Because of his autocratic victory, we can forever enjoy the resultant
perpetual peace and righteousness!

(b) Jesus condescends to receive our OFFERINGS! 7:4, “Now consider
how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the
tenth of the spoils.” What an honour for us that the King of kings and the
Eternal Priest receives offerings from our humble hands! This realisation is
blessing in itself. What else can be more satiating? GOD willingly receives
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from MY hand! So let me give “willingly.” Psalm 110:3, “Your people shall be
willing in the day of Your power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb
of the morning: You have the dew of Your youth.” The reason for their
“willing” offering follows in the next verse: “The Lord has sworn, and will not
repent, You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec.” Let’s also
give “rejoicing,” “joyfully.” Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
My day; and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews to him, You are
not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham? Jesus said to them,
Verily, verily, I say to you, Before Abraham was, I am” (Jn 8:56-58). What is the
day of Jesus for Abraham, that he rejoiced at? It is the day he “offered” up his
best, his only son Isaac, to God! (Gen 22:13). He saw Jesus the Lamb of God
caught in a thicket by His horns! Dear friend, Give your best and get His
best! An acumen into the truth of Romans 11:35,36 is necessary. It is all from
Him we receive; through Him we give; to Him it goes!

(c) As a Priest, Jesus makes INTERCESSION for us. Heb 7:25, “Wherefore
He is able also to save them to the uttermost who come to God by Him,
seeing He ever lives to make intercession for them.” Also 4:15-16, “For we
have not a high priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let
us therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need.”

6. Alpha-Omega Mediator

Heb 8:7,13, “If that first (alpha) covenant had been faultless, then should
no place have been sought for the second (omega)... In that He says, A new
covenant, He has made the first old. Now that which decays and waxes old
is ready to vanish away.” The alpha-omega concept here is in the comparison
between the first and old covenant and the second and new.

From the genesis of history to our today our God has been a covenant-
making God. He said, “I will remember My covenant with you in the days
of your youth (alpha), and I will establish to you an everlasting (omega)
covenant” (Ezek 16:60). No covenant without a mediator, and we have Christ
here as our MEDIATOR. “But now has He obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also He is the mediator of a better covenant, which
was established on better promises... And for this cause He is the mediator
of the New Testament...” (Heb 8:6; 9:15).

The dynamisn of the New Testament is defined in choice words from
verses 10 to 12 of chapter 8. It’s worth memorising. “This is the covenant
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord; I will
put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be
to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people: And they shall not teach
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every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities I will remember
no more.” The Old Covenant was cut on stones but the New engraved on
hearts and into the mind. In the OT the priests mediated to lead the people
to God, but in the New we all are priests and we know the Lord personally
without mediation. The OT is “Thou shalt” and “Thou shalt not.” But the NT
is “I will” and “I will not.” Note the repeated “I will” in the previous passage.
New Testament Christianity is Christ living out the life from within us! Our presence
in the New Testament era does not automatically make us NT Christians. Many live
as OT people in the NT period, holding on to the letter leaving out the spirit.
Cleavage of priests and people is OT. Self-effort without divine reliance is OT.
Then what was the purpose of the OT? We won’t understand life had there been
no death. Revelation 5:5 is meaningless without Genesis 5:5! The OT leads us
to NT. New Testament means “Christ in us.” He is “A to Z” or “Alpha to
Omega” within us. In Apostle Paul’s language, “He who has begun (alpha) a good
work in you will perform (omega) it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil 1:6).
This is that NOT-I-BUT-CHRIST experience Paul relates to in Galatians 2:20.

7. Alpha-Omega Lamb

Heb 9:25-28, “Not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest
enter into the holy place every year with blood of others; For then He must
have often suffered since the foundation (alpha) of the world: but now once
in the end (omega) of the world has He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
to those who look for Him He shall appear the second time (omega) without
sin for salvation.”

The commencement of the New Testament is the alpha of the Endtime,
and hence the “last days” prophecy of Joel quoted by Apostle Peter on the
Day of Pentecost. With Pentecost ushered in the Endtime. (See 1 Cor 10:11 also.)
The consummation of the NT period will be the omega of the Endtime. Christ has
appeared first at the alpha of the endtime, and He will appear the second time
at the omega of the endtime. We meet Christ in this passage as the LAMB
OF GOD. In the Book of Revelation we see Him as a Lamb “slain from the
foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8), casting His shadow on the Old Testament
history of the beginning of the foundation of the world. Indeed He is the
ALPHA-OMEGA LAMB for us! The benefits of the sacrifice of the Lamb of God
are enthralling—

(a) He cleanses our conscience. 9:14, “How much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge
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your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” Guilty conscience is the
inescapable problem of mankind (10:2), with no way of escape, because it
resides right within us. The only refuge is the Blood of Christ. Flee into it
and you are free. The Blood consumes away the guilt and cleanses us
thoroughly to a God-acceptable standard! Or else you are the victim of the
devil’s accusation. The saints overcame the “accuser” of God’s people by “the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their
lives unto death” (Rev 12:10,11). The enemy throws his torchlight to reveal the
long-forgotten sins dumped into the dark chambers of the subconscious
mind. But take note, they are labelled “forgiven and forgotten.” It is wrong
for you to confess a confessed sin which is already forgotten by the Lord by
throwing it behind His back into the depths of the sea. Sin confessed is sin
forgiven. Sin forgiven is sin forgotten. The Church is sadly filled with victims
than victors. It was not just the Blood which got them the victory in
Revelation 12:11. With Blood was their bold testimony. Having done all, we
are “to stand!” (Eph 6:13). This is interpreted usefully by various translators:
“Having overthrown them all, to stand unshaken” (Conybeare). “Having fought to the
end, still stand on your ground” (Twentieth Century NT). “Having fought to the end,
to remain victors on the field” (Weymouth). “When it is all over, to hold your ground”
(Good-speed). “After having completely finished the contest, to hold your own”
(Williams). “Be found still on your feet, when all the task is over” (Knox).

(b) Next, the Lamb of God marries us for an eternal bond and bliss. Rev 19:7,9,
“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and His bride has made herself ready... And he said to me,
Write, Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true sayings of God.” Not the marriage of
the Redeemer or Saviour or Lord but the marriage of the Lamb! Genesis registers
the marriage of the first Adam, and Revelation that of the Second. The Bible is
a book of marriages! Marital success is possible only on Biblical foundations.
Any wonder the first public miracle of the Son of God was performed in a marriage!

8. Alpha-Omega Judge

Heb 10:32,25, “Call to remembrance the former (alpha) days, in which,
after you were illuminated you endured a great fight of afflictions... Not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another; and so much the more, as you see the day (omega) approaching.”

Verses 21 to 39 are a warning to the backsliders: “Of how much worse
punishment, do you suppose, shall he be thought worthy, who has trodden
underfoot the Son of God, and has counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?... It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God... If any man draws
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back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who
draw back to perdition.” Verse 30 cautions, “The Lord will judge His people.”
Here Christ stands as our JUDGE!

It is the omega of our Christian life that is the apex, and not the alpha.
“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof “ (Eccl 7:8).
Acknowledging Christ as his Judge, Apostle Paul fought through his course
steadily: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous JUDGE, shall give me at that day!” (2 Tim 4:7,8).
Jesus said, “He who endures to the end shall be saved” (Mt 24:13).

Backsliding is a tragedy. Divine damnation is inevitable unless there is a
genuine repentance. Here’s an example: “The angels who kept not their first estate,
but left their own habitation, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness
to the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). Again 2 Peter 2:20, “If after they have
escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end (omega) is worse with them than the beginning (alpha).”

Right in the 10th chapter of Hebrews are three antidotes for backsliding.
Each one begins as, “Let us...”

(a) “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water” (v22). Miss not your Quiet Time. Take time to be holy. Constantly
yield yourself to the Holy Spirit’s introspection. Delay not obeying the
commandments and counsels of the Lord as and when you meditate His
Word. Maintain your conscience clear by the cleansing blood. Postpone not
reconciliation and restitution wherever needed. Practise the presence of God.
Be always full of His Spirit. Submit the organs of your body to the Holy
Spirit’s control.

(b) “Let us hold fast the confession of our faith without wavering; for He
is faithful who promised” (v23). Be active in witnessing. Be positive by
agreeing with God’s Word and confess the Word only. Never be dejected;
your Lord is ever on the Throne! Lose not heart if God’s promises don’t seem
to be fulfilled instantaneously. “For the vision is yet for an appointed time,
but at the end (omega) it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarries, wait for
it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry” (Hab 2:3).

(c) “Let us consider one another to provoke to love and to good works”
(v24). Mutual encouragement nurtures fellowship. Beware, brothers, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be
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hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb 3:12,13). Manifestation of
the Body relationship among the members for mutual edification is what is
emphasized here. Many assembly meetings and Church Services these days
do not furnish us the fellowship we crave for. Singing together and swallowing
a sermon do not mean fellowship in the full sense of the word. Until the theory
of “one another” for consideration, exhortation, edification and ministration
fruition, fellowship never results. Scrupulous scurrying to superb church services
does not guarantee against sliding back, but mutual fellowship does.

Consciousness of Christ as the JUDGE from the alpha to the omega of our
life safeguards us from backsliding.

9. Alpha-Omega Forerunner

Heb 12:2, “Looking to Jesus the Author (alpha) and the Finisher (omega)
of our faith...”

The previous point was a handwriting on the wall but this one cheers us up.
The variorum reading and renderings of this verse enhances our insight into this
truth: The Author and Perfector of the faith. Our faith’s Princely-leader and
Perfector. The Cause and Completer of our faith. The Leader and Perfector of
faith. The Forerunner and the Finisher of our faith. The Pioneer and the
Perfector. The Guide and the End. Our Leader and the Example. The Source and
the Goal. Jesus on whom faith depends from start to finish!

Three hurdles to be hopped in the race are enumerated in this chapter—

(a) First hurdle: “weight and sin” (v1). This is from “within.”

(b) Second hurdle: This is from “without.” “contradiction and reproach.”
Read verses 2-4. “Jesus for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider Him who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest you
be wearied and faint in your minds.” Also 13:12,13, “Therefore Jesus also, that He
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Let us go
forth therefore to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.” We know of baptism
with water following rebirth, and the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Are we familiar
with the “baptism of suffering?” Jesus said, “I have a baptism to be baptized with;
and how am I straitened till it be accomplished (omega-ed)!” (Lk 12:50).
Water baptism is immersion into the water that surrounds us. Spirit
Baptism is the Lord Jesus Christ dipping us into the River of the Spirit.
Same with the Baptism of Suffering. Stand still till all be over! Whether to
accept or reject the baptism of suffering is in our hands. Accepting is glory.
Otherwise our end is our belly! Apostle Paul mourned, “For many walk, of whom I
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of
the cross of Christ: whose end (omega) is destruction, whose God is their belly,
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and whose glory is their shame, who mind earthly things.” On the other hand,
those who carry the Cross will have their vile body changed “that it may be
fashioned like His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able
even to subdue all things to Himself “ (Phil 3:18-21). Choose between “belly” and
“glory;” “destruction” and “dominion.”

(c) Third hurdle: “Chastisement.” This is from “above.” Read verses 5 to 11.
“You have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to children: My son,
despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked by Him:
for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He
receives.” The more you love God and the nearer you draw unto Him, greater will
be His chastisement! Because, He is interested in our holiness that we may
become like Him. Perfection and purification are often through suffering.
(See Heb 2:10 and Psa 119:71). God desires that we partake of “HIS holiness.”
The purpose is glorious but “now no chastisement for the present (alpha) seems
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward (omega) it yields the peaceable
fruit of righteousness to those who are exercised thereby.” The alpha of
chastisement will be grievous but the omega of it will be glorious.

The captivity of Israel typifies divine chastisement. God did not drive them
to Babylon to dump them there but to draw them back. It was a pretty long
sojourn of 70 years. Jeremiah the weeping prophet exposes God’s mind in the
entire ordeal with all human emotions: Jer 29:10,11, “For thus says the Lord,
that after seventy years be accomplished in Babylon I will visit you, and perform
My good word towards you, in causing you to return to this place. For I know
the thoughts that I think towards you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an expected end (omega).” Also 31:16-20, “Thus says the Lord:
Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for your work shall
be rewarded, says the Lord; and they shall come again from the land of the
enemy. And there is hope in your end (omega), says the Lord, that your children
shall come again to their own border. I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning
himself thus: You have chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock
unaccustomed to the yoke (compare Heb 12:11); turn to me, and I shall be
turned; for You are the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented;
and after that I was instructed, I smote on my thigh; I was ashamed, yea, even
confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth. Is (not) Ephraim My
dear son? Is he (not) a pleasant child? for since I spoke against him, I do
earnestly remember him still; therefore My bowels are troubled for him, I will
surely have mercy on him, says the Lord.” In other words, during all the years
when the people of God were groaning in Babylon, God was grieving in Heaven!

Beloved, take not your eyes off Christ who is the ALPHA-OMEGA
FORERUNNER of your Race!
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10. Alpha-Omega Shepherd

Heb 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday (alpha), and today, and forever (omega).”

In this chapter we meet the UNCHANGING GREAT SHEPHERD. vv 20,21,
“Now the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you
that which is wellpleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

Let’s consider the exhortations from this Great Shepherd as found in this chapter—

(a) Sheep-to-sheep relationship: vv 1-3, “Let brotherly love continue. Be not
forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares. Remember those who are in bonds, as bound with them; and
those who suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.” Brotherly
love is God’s alpha commandment as we see in 1 John 2:7 & 3:11.
“Brothers, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment
which you heard from the beginning. The old commandment is the word
which you have heard from the beginning... For this is the message that you heard
from the beginning, that we should LOVE one another.” As also in 2 John 5,6,
“And now I beseech you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to
you, but that which we heard from the beginning, that we LOVE one another.”

(b) Shepherd’s provision: We are called to be satisfied with the provisions
of the Shepherd. vv 5,6, “Let your conduct be without covetousness; and be
content with such things as you have: for He has said, I will never leave you,
nor forsake you. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my Helper.”
Compare with Psalm 23:1 which concurs with this: “The Lord is my
Shepherd, and I shall not want!” Beware of hasty riches! “An inheritance
may be got hastily at the beginning (alpha); but the end (omega) thereof
shall not be blessed” (Prov 20:21).

(c) Relationship with under-shepherds: The undershepherds are the elders
or bishops or pastors of the local Church. (In the New Testament the words,
Elder, Bishop or Pastor, refer to one and the same office in the local Church
and they are always in the plural emphasizing God’s perfect plan of plurality
of leadership). The counsels are: “Remember those who have the rule over
you, who have spoken to you the Word of God; whose faith follow, considering
the end (omega) of their conversation” (v7). “Obey those who have the rule
over you, and submit yourselves” (v17). “Salute all those who have rule over
you, and all the saints” (v24). There is a growing dissatisfaction among
believers in many circles with the authority in the local Church. But lean on
the promise of God in Isaiah 1:26, “I will RESTORE to you judges as at the
first (alpha), and counsellors as at your beginning (alpha): afterward you shall be
called, The City of Righteousness, the faithful city.”
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(d) The Pastures: v9, “Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For
it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace.” Beware of novelties, so-
called revelations, excitements, etc, in religion. Aim always to establish the heart
with grace. Be not foolish like the Galatians: “Are you so foolish? Having begun
(alpha) in the Spirit, are you now made perfect (omega) by the flesh?” (Gal 3:3).

Let’s conclude this point with the promise in Psalm 23:6, “Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.”

Summary:

1. Christ is the Alpha-Omega PROPHET!
— Hear Him!

2. Christ is the Alpha-Omega APOSTLE!
— Consider Him!

3. Christ is the Alpha-Omega REST-GIVER!
— Rest in Him!

4. Christ is the Alpha-Omega TEACHER!
— Learn from Him!

5. Christ is the Alpha-Omega KING-PRIEST!
— Give Him!

6. Christ is the Alpha-Omega MEDIATOR!
— Trust Him!

7. Christ is the Alpha-Omega LAMB!
— Rejoice in Him!

8. Christ is the Alpha-Omega JUDGE!
— Fear Him!

9. Christ is the Alpha-Omega FORERUNNER!
— Follow Him!

10. Christ is the Alpha-Omega SHEPHERD!
— Obey Him!

(This article is the second Talk delivered by the author in Blesso ’80, the 10th
Annual Camp of the Blessing Youth Mission, in Thanjavur, South India, Jan 1980. It
was history that nearly 1000 young men listened to this message without any break
for three and a half hours, sitting on sandy ground!)
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